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connecting to wale.s. Alan upshall, president welsh National Gymanfa GanuAssociation of North America.

with the exception 
9f the war years, 1g43-1g45,the welsh in North America (uSA andcanada) have been holding their annual 'National Gymanfa Ganu,since 1929. whatbegan in Niagara Falls, New York' as-a classicar cymana Ganu, has evolved into a fourday festival of concerts, seminars, and tours and eisteddfod competition, capped by aGymanfa Ganu sessions on the final Sunday afterrroo., and Sunday evening.

Although successful, there has been much discussion about the relevance of the event -,,itreflects wales of the past", "it does liule to attractthe new breed of welsh exile,, arefrequent comments' Such commentsraise the questions: How can the North Americanwelsh accept and adopt evolving welsh culture into their annual festivities? How canimproved and more direct and cJnstructive connections back to wales be made?
connecting to wales is ln in vogue topic: I have received correspondence from welshMP chris Ruane soliciting connictions to help the welsh Development Agency withbusiness connections; the officers of the.r.*ty ror-"Jw.lsh North American chamberof commerce have,created a strong North American network of business activities with aview to improving business conneJtions to wales and to help with investmentopportunities; there are the Intemet sites such as www.clickcymru.co.uk; the waresTourist Board are very interested in strengthening Welsh connections, if that results in anincreased number of visitors to wales; urra tn.r."u." -urry others.

Most of this activity has an economic basis, designed to atrractand help industry inwales' There is little 
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relating to the devJlopme'iand dissemination of welshculture. Several of the welsh Assoc[tions in North a.n".i* tuu.-;;iJ;;;r.support welsh related projects, but there is a need for a more direct and meaningful

#ffi;:tt"" 
to the establishment in wales, a relationshtp rir"t will bring together the global

what better place to start than the National Eisteddfod in wales. That has aninfrastructure and an event, in the'Exiles' day,that ;dd be built upon. As well as theexiles ceremony, can we use competition to enhance the connections to wales? whatabout building on the existing Thursday ceremony welcoming the exiles home fiomabroad?

As a first step, the WNGGA in North America is proposing to introduce a vocalcompetition into its North American Eisteddfod p;g;; ilat will catry asignificantprize' namely, the winner will be sponsored to travelto wales to compete at the welshNational Eisteddfod 
Yi1h well-designed promotion on both sides of the Atlantic, thispresence can be a foundation for future expansionand with imaginatio" 

"rrJg;oaplanning, it could become the foundation of a competition fbr the overseas welsh
Think of a vocal or,instrumental competition with entrants from uSA, canada,Australia,New Zealand and all the other overseas countries that harbor welsh exiles. Think of achoral competition for the overseas welsh, with the North American welsh choir, Thewelsh choirs from Sydney or Melbour: or welrington or Seattre or california, orottawa as possible competitors. would it not be *iilirg irthe competition (s) was on
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the Overseas day, before the ceremony, and the winner be awarded with the Welsh
International Trophy? 'Come home to Wales and compete', and at the same time learn
and understand how Wales is changing and creating new traditions in the modern world.

How would this help? It would potentially bring more people back to Wales to see at
first hand what
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