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PREEKEFAUE 1O BCRE N ALL Y STEikrES

By DERICK ROY LAMBERY .

'E
i
f ive kiiown derick all v bBte | same as s tather and molthers when they were alive
i
M I'hey were both sentleman & lady 1 held them |, dear 1o mv hart,
i
L P Derick was born a healthy baby boy on 8 January 94 . berick was bom 3 vears before

me 1 tiever honse no 28 . ames voad |, blaengarw af that fime | he allso had two
sisters . bory 1o s methers jovs & and Eov s tather .

| can back up a goed percentage |, he has writen aboule mineiny and vally sloryes .

He is a vearv infelagent and down to earth mian , and a lot of thourt and time has gone
inro it , i shouid knowe |, tve allso writen a beok
[ thout vou wonld | like 1o read . whai he has wrtlen |
I premis you, vou will not be dissapointed .

' Derick has allwavs had a good eye for womnen . he has allwayes looked smart |
and had his share , a proper jack the lad | as vou couldd say
but veary tatthtfall 4 oood tansiv man
Cver Lhe vears | have known derick . we bave drunk logeather  worked hand
togeather , and theres not a luzy bone in his bedy ,
He is verv strono despite beine 5 tool  inches tall & whiaghing 3 and a 2 slonge |
chest $6 mnches . wasite 30 inches . and huht brown haire | slashed back in teddy:

bov styie

| he | ;;yrnan'.q (=tiie pAaae 4.4
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Aftere he tinished in mnenio ihoue 1) Lealih | he wasthie bar siewart of thie W o
club bluengarw tor a muaber o vears

afier thal he an the strand ish & chip shop m blaengarw for a wnnber ol vears
Betore realring throne il health |

and retired to live in Ivilagwyn in a bungallow test down the valley.

roy and i usto-dink in the bland as well as the chianter clisb [ we usto have ginie mierssting
canversasions aboute mmemo aslory as well as music he loved brass bands

and vsta mn trips up o lendon io see and heay the brass band compension in the
roval albert hall sinongst oltier inps |

atter 4 couple of pints 1 the bland he wonld ask me to s houes tor supperor a
sanwhich or two , he had what i beleve to be the first sterco record plaver

in this vallev i could sav 4 1ol more bul 1 cal 1l short only 1o sav.

rov would be prouerd o1 s sou deriek Loy witing Hng book | read and enioy.,
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CHAPTER.
STORY ABOUY THE  COLLIERYES,

e vatley was onee i busy hitle place  winih tone colleryes workimg coal dust
_ Blowing ahoul in the wind , coal (rains going up and dowi the hes
DAY and NIGH'T trom the pits |
'O START. the GLANGARW { BALAR RAT } as it was allwayes called ,
Stoped producing coal in 1958 . the men working the victorver coal seam . which was only
2 fool to 3 tool thick never more than 3 oot thick 1 hight | the men

were transtered 1o the [ INTERNASHINAL €COLE, | CARN § and the § GARW COLL §

;

|

: OCEAN } some allso went to the [ FFALLDUR CULL } down the road m ponlveymmmer
i

|

;

The balar rat coll was situated in the middle of the valley basin , 11 had

omly one shafi , vou conld stand at the top and shoul down o ihe men on the bottom

it was oulv 150 toot deep . the dritt entrance was half way up the moniiain .

ihe refur airaay as we called it was fenced oftf so no one could go nt to 1 and get hurt
nanthir road was were most ol the otfices and stables were |, (usi oit the main

road before it was closed down in 1208 |, the cantean was behind the bus stop .ot

what most peaple called it blaenoars square .

he men did nel haye a pit head batlis | 50 they used the garw ncean or the rfalldue baths

1o wash atter ihe shift |
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| . N v
s dext was the | INTERNASHINAL COLL || CARN | thal was stligatedd ot the 1op oF ihe

\

valley . overlooking the valley 1t stood i fyom all the over coll becouse vou could see (he

head sear and the surface buildings very clear from most paris of the valley

in ifs hay day the cam was once ihe bigeest collers 1 SUUTH WaAal.ks witith over
1000, MEN employved there bii inwarrds the end | there was only about 200U and that wchieded

the washery on the surtace | the cani was ihe st lo iniroduce machine mining

to the vally or as it was called power loading , il caused a ot rrouble mn the beging.,

To start with the wage struchur was lotaly ditferant , the carit had £3 snkes in

two vears because mainly to do whith the ditferant pavments to the men ,
‘ ’\_ dunng the stari ol pewer laading | they harl staving strikes al the collery
whitch lasted rhiys nei bours
But betore long 1t setled down becaus of our collereys having power loading as well
and pavments to the men standered | the cam produced top steam coal but bv 1%0 /.
il was nning out du fe mineng dilecaltes

it wag shut down in QU TOBER 8 th 1967, and the men tanstered to the garw and ttalldu

coll . the washery staved open (0 see 10 the athier pits |, bt ey allso closed the washery

hecanse 11 was ol ¢l dale 4 Tew vears failer andd could nol cope whith the esta sienes m e

coal ,

| he | avman's Guide NAaNe 4h




The [ FEALLIL 'O | | was down the valley i pontyeymmier i was wold kiows because
of its surtace it had been develouped i the ealyv dDUs it was the most up 1o date and modern al

its Hime . at one time 11 was the biggest employing | 200 men |, 1t had tiree shaiis in

winch 1o operate the underground workings | the pit i ils hay dav , had ien workig o

near and lar working there | bl as Uine whent on i1 1o camie 1o an hali . they jomed

up whith the garw i 19/ /7 . by means of the undergronnd workings they drove headings down
i the Halldu , then they firned the convever belts around asthe coal could come up the ocean
and then the falido shatts and surtace dissmantled sonie of the ifalidu buldings became part

of the plasticks tactory wiitch stil woriss mifie valley 1o day
thie parw Halldn became the last coll in the garw valley it lasted 1l he big stike of 1984,

when the miners whent out on stike for a whole vear ,affer going back ,the cell onlv lasted

for aboiif over a vear . if shut in 1986 thev were tamouse tor thever millatent actsion

durring the hig shke and i1 as been sad HOUG TR DL was Lo INTREY Oy BE SHULE B

PHE TOR Y 30V BEATERN T | at the e the oarw Dalld was working firee seains ol coal
at the same time . the peledep sean the lower nine , and the upper nme |, the coll

had 1v cameras on tipping points to monerter the flow of the coal io be brout o the pi
bottom by means of long conveyer bells . there on pil bottom was a Z00 fon bunker i which

o store He coal ready to go up ihe shait

when the sirike was setled the men whent back (o work a1t was not fong betore they were

temptedt by big pav otts to shut the coliervewltch 1 the end happued |

some of the men wanted to by the npne and mn it them selves . bur ithe noc b, would Bot

have anv parl of 11,

in 1986 it was shut down and was compleatly demolished .

by 1987 the whole surface was flatened and niost o the maciinarn et nuderzround to
a ot of men they smd if wasa crime, becanse of the wastage allowed (6 Happen

by the ¢ b and the goverment

I he | avman's Guiide DA 4/




Since the closer the lindscaping lias started | and again the macties can be heard |

en the once collery sintaces | but all the easth moveing wacimes (o clear the Bps awav |
the coal whilch is gol out of the tips is ansported | by ral agiain down the valley

and sold tor next to nothing for the privale owiher 1o iake a vasi prothert ,

Bt as the peaple of the valley watch nothiig but @ pnly view 1s comemsg thever way
all the yvears they totled up in the collerves | they mie now bystanders |

watching the peaple froan onfsicle the valley ke msoiey ol ol ihever Bared s otk
Maost of thie inen stnpiovedd o the Bnrsaap gt e Hnn Healthe e valiey

ey ey et o cenet o dhen ke thiete wontes ol | sa bhe vabley hasve nol gaihed
by theextra jobs,

Il}; shops e closeine Gest o e valley o dbvetng o ipieh death

((he vialley witl e svern s il Lo it &gl ooy v fhe sotidds Wil pot be
heatdd ne more

Fhiet 12 a Dreglh stoiy abeill The antieryes of The 33w |

comne =ay e unod ald daves | some gay the bad eld daves .but at The (une | imost peaple

were working and v nig throne the coal g indusiry.,
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CHAPITER 2 MY HISTOR Y OF THE COAL MINES .

Started 15 a hoy aved 13 wend 10 work 0 the sarw coll | ocean | . worked on the 2 11 nine
seam . which was haliwaves down the garw shatl | 1o get out ol the cage thev had these
drawbridges to come down so thal vou could get out ol the cage . the bridges were allso
usedfor the coal trams fo run over oyer inlo the cage in whitch thev would be takeing up ihe

shaft .

My shiift starts l;\' goinge d;an_the pil , a boy my age called trevor james . shows e the way
as hes been down 2 mounths before me |, we go 1o the stables which is beitween the shalts |
see dig ) there we meet o hosler called beb walsh . he as allreadv got the horse ready
whitch today 1s msole a brown horse . e and & lew otheres lead the horses out vl thie at
doors in the main roadway , we folow beliind , we pass bams of coal walling [0 20 up ihe pil
fow we iurn a left hand bend , and ¢lime up a incling aboul 300 yards until it evenes ouf on
top . there on top the tireman , gives us our orders for the day 1S name 1 david
hummmmmpreis , anice overmait, from there we go along the main and furn (o the lef again
into the 114 supply road | atier a short while we load up the wolly filot finber and a 10 oot

pe | wintel i twer halls | belb: then nlches msele ap o the frotlv | and we move oll
into the coal face whitch 1s o midle oAl last we drive af e coal lace .

whitch is about 4 toot 6 incs high we untoad the trolly 1 beme nozey goes o1« fnok

whith trevoer at the coal face |

the headine has 4 men on 1 shovelingmuck mnto the pack from the npping ihe coal lace itsell

is what we call convertsnal . swintel means all the coal is hand filled by shovel .
we oo back oot whith the herse | whiteh soes Tasier now | hecatise e has 4 ety iroliv
hy this ime its tine tor 1tood ;whitch we sit and eal and drink our water,

after that iis toad up and go in again by the lime we come oul againilie secoikl e . 18 tme

10 10 teave tor pil botlom , bob iakes the horse Back to (e stables And ey i
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go to quew up on the retim side of the shall 1o pel up ihe pil |, cnce up we pal our lamps by

and go 1o shower 1 the baths.,

Mext i am put en the raining face . atter siaving whith bob for 4 mounths |, the training face is
in the oppersit direcsion  trom the 114, and it 15 called the 11,1 9o 0 work whith a man
called ontt dix we have (o fake oft a stent of 4 vards all tilled by hand , whith a pick and
shovel . he gives me 5 shillings in trumps every week on top of mv wages . after aboute %
weeks i am pul to work as an hobler |, for a long time i work on diterani coal faces , doing
ditferant jobs frame headings 1o packing and ontby work | one dav viv neharnds jogeer | and
myselfare working in the |25 whitch 15 4 very wet coal face | the water was mnning throue

the rool as weall as connng roue the Hoor bow no one was killed 1 will never knew .
a lot of the men al the e gol out of the collery and whent to work in the faciorves .
Anyway viv and i decided we had enoatfi of this and asked tor a iranster (o the carn coll ,

at that time the cam was asking 1or hoves tp 4 Hhe collery 5o we whent ap (o work mvysell
viv sy odent les iohn , bartacd pallips L omvimiond lewis | they spul us up mlo two
shifts | days and atfternoons that was in JUNE 62 . myself viv and viv dent where days , viv
and i were pul to work in the G| gare drivage |, 1l was ]Jeadjng to the right 1n order to wrm the
face | see dise | after thai i was pul to work in the (51 gate stable whith mv cousen colin
doug davies . kieth maekay. doug [ ginjer | davis, 1 worked there for a while and then weni 1o
work whith bill powell, tred daves || stimpy |, dnving the G2 atr way | see digg | lrom
there t weil to work whith ferry hammond cn the bard headings down the (5 2 from there |
went back to work whith frad davis | <bonpy |, oand we drove the to U the fast coal face
the carn to be worked | they shut us in 190/ and | moved back to the ocean collery wintch by

now was working the gellideg seam ,
[started 1o work on the G2 in the ocean on ihe supply toad | see digo | whith viv churchibili,

back to the hobling again , but there was an agreineni whith the men and the N C b | ihal the
carn men wood not lose anv of thever wages becouse ol the transier . for at leasl one vear

after ihe closer of the cam |
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AT THIS POINT | WOULD LIKE 17O POINT UL THAL KEFRRANCE PO A HOBLER
MEANS A WORKER THAT TAKES THE PLAUE O F HIS FELLOW WOURKER THA|
IS MISSING OFF WORK FOR A REST DAY OR IS ILL WHITH AN INJURY [
COULD BE FOR ONE SHIFT OR A COUPLE OF WEEKRS OR A MUTH OF TWO
DEPENDING ON INJURY OR A DAY OF REST A HUBLER IS A MU'y SKILLED
WORKER AND CAPERBILE UF DOING MOS'T JOBS . WHITHOUT THESE BANL OF
MEJ PHE MENES WOULL HAN b GlOGND 10 AN HAL LD vERY QUICKLY , AND
ADD THAT HE IS VERY UNDERATED By HIS FELLOW WORKERS AN WAS
USUALLY PAID THE RATE OF THE JOB WHICH HE WAS FILLING 1IN FOR
UNTILL THE LAST YEARS OF THE MINEING INDUSTRY WHERE HE WAS FAID
PHE 1tk 123 TR ok PHEE TEAM MAN WHAT EVER THE JOB HE WAS DOING
WHEATHER 4 THE Fac bk ok bHE TRt R O A TIRING POINT - HEs CARIN
WORKERS WERE vERY SklbLLiEL RN AN ABLE 10 Gl oA SPRCAL BIEAL
WHITH $HE MANAGEMENT BUT Pl ool vl s AR Al ek THAT THE)
GOT THE SAME RATE AS THE REST OF ITHE HOUBLERS BUT THAL 1L N
DAMPEN THEY ER SPIRITS MOS'T Uk THEM WHENT OGN 10 DO DEVELOPMEN|
WORK  WHICH wAS Falby HiGHHER THAN FHE TEAM MEN DERICE, WAS ONE
OF THEAS MR REAL ON AL ol WL FINE AT ABOUT HIM | NOFW BAL [N

IO THE STWE L .
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For a while 1 worked on pit botion coniroling the 200 ton bunker (the ncean had lots ol
conveaor befis to pit boitom that filled into the bunkerand i conld coutrole them and the How

of coal whiteh was sent to pil bottom tor Hiling the drams fo go up I the cage 10 the surface .

Fromn there 1 was put on the Cid coal lace whitch was 200 yards long whith walking clicees .

as its main support the panzer was the convever, and the disc was the wachine 1o hll the coal

the disk was en top of the panzer, and it traveled by means ol a chine o nde on asHt cul the

coal . it had a big wheel on the renl whith aboit 48 hke teath m i1 they would cut o the

coal and that was filed automatic onlo the panzer .

the supply heading which 1 worked on from ihe start to the tinish , was wet because ol the
7777777 al | _th; h—eajd_m_g was al lheﬁ lower end of ihe face we would work 11
water and coal slary all throu the shift , as soon as the panzer would start up 11 would fech
more water dowi the tace to us all dayv long we would work m o water and every fling we
touched wet and slipery . and 11 ent that cooions s hiere o lol worse than nonnal becouse
of the water .once you started work , vou could nol stop gelling wel every thing vou touched

—wag the same Tor 3% hours that wenl on uniill you managed o gel vour lace down , then we

wonld have what was cattert @ ealy niote becouse it was rmposible 1o stay there so wet .
But the tace iisell was pertect for providing the coal ivom . exepl [or the supply end .

W hers we worked thanks (o us and the pump we used to keep the water down we broke the
the output record tor the pit , the highest ammount of coal produced in cne week more [han

once we broke ihe record ,

We had our photo taken by the [ (7 B becotise thev could not vel over how we mapaged 1l

whith the condisions we worked i,

['fie face thselt o along the el whttch min i the saie distance il went - rom start (o s

about | mile alltogeather

(he romth dipe on the last page shows the 2urw selledeg coal seam , il was worked on [wo

leveles . ihe othere Tevel as on the G110 pan i Dithers up than the G s dhat wall be iold later .

the first tace to open was the Gl in Y4 i1 wenl the apersit wav o the 132 | see diso | that
wett 11 agaiit about omile trom start 10 figsh J myselt was up (he carie al thai hine the Wil

started 11 was a plonetace they found that the ploug was sending our 1o big a lump ol codl
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theyv cansed a ol of trouble and e m o whiich o Bake ihem up they siaried usimg dises

instead on later coal Faces |

the (32 wasopened in 165 and 1 was again a big susex .thal was o disc face were 1 stated

earlver they fomid that the tlow of coal was eastly and faster becouse of the size .

P WORE RD O THE S0 when the camn shimi i §90 0 it was in all ready about % nuie by

ihen | i started on the supply beading like 1 staled carlyer my brother in law gary wohin was. ¢

pushing and proping up the tace with sgar major . power loading supperls had nor come 1o
the pil vet sothevwerensing union posts and vanise bars (o hold up the rool | see digg | the
unions were pii np by means of pushing the middle of the steel post up o the vanise bar and
putting a steel pin in the hole on the side of fhe auion by Wtting ihe pin | once Haht 1o ie jop
you hit anouther pin 1 on the tnion 1o golien the wnon  and thal wooutch make o hotd | onee
that done vou woilld tHohien the vanise bar pia on Hhie cind whiich was alached 1o anouihere

vanise bar ,

When vou wanted o advance the posl and bar you would knoek the post out nirst then knock

fhie vanise bar out . causing the ground fo fall behind .

alleo vou wondd hiive bipser vuions |, called chock tumons (o help o hold the ldace up , vou

had to diag then o onee releasect 1[G pal e agam (o help o hold ie rocl up

The (33 was worked along the 1 down the right hand side | so 11 did pot need a gate road
like the othere laces . it was worked by, makeing short holes into the gale on the (i 1hus

saveing money whith no eate heading .| see dige |

| worked the advance drivage in the gate by drilling the coal and haveing it blown, we hand
filled it ontoa panzer there were foure of us .mvself | les pugh . whane phips, and barry
edwards .. les and mvyvselt ope siede and wavie and barry on the othere it was a 13 toot diivage

Caboit & reot el whith bottoms we took np

We were davs resular , tor a long time while on thai coal lace | but 1t lurned oul fe be a sad
face because up in Lhe supply road twe of the men got killed whith a rool fall-, 1f was very

nasty ey wilhang and 2 davig was Hhe lwo thiere 15 auiaihere sinry about then ldior on

‘T'he 6 came next it was munning on along side of the Lr 4 | see digg | and 11s gate road was

nsed by the 3 4 as well nsmo the same dear . and the U3 and the (30 were a power sipord
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face . but they had a jov lorder in the advance heading | not worked by shovel a v loader |
whitch i enjoved working with was a machine whith its own little convever and it had (wo
arms in whitch the coalwas wathered 1owards the middle then the convever would iake 1if

away .

it Tun on caterpiller tracks enable it 1o move about the drivage a very good machie 1or coal

drivages

Allso the garw was working the gellideg , up ou a higher level i the G0 heading the st
face up there was the G 10 then the Gl and the w12 whiich will be stated in the story they

went on to join up whith the tranld whith the G40 heading gomig down fo the Hlaudau ,

Phen e npper e cpeied and atter thal e lower e wihitich seen the garw coblery to the

finish . bt beleve me theres o lot of coal leit there to be nuned.

Theres a lot more to tell about the ocean , because of the new machianerv thai was coineing

“to the coliery all the fime , i have nof Told vou aboul ilie doso cuiter , the heading maclnan .

the emco buckets . the machian that could cut bottems o cannot remenmber the name ol thal

maciian . 1 never sorked whith that

vo stated earty | the G0, and the G111 was worked on ditfferant level 1o the Gls | but thev
two were a orale suxes m preduciing coal for a long e | the doso fleading was droven Lo
open them .but they allso used ihe doso to dnve down (o the Italdue . il was a long driveage

and part of it . had to become a heading later . it soon broke ihroue to the Haldue , and the

collervs joined up underground like stated in ealv story .

I'he (112 was a inferesting face becouse ol the fact it was the only retreal jdce 1o be used . a
very cheap way o werking conl | see digg | next page by usmg the (1| gale road it worked
the pillar of coal on the rieht hand side back fowards the pit he (1l was only aboui U
vards long but it could be advanced so quick cometig back 1 was a4 big suxsex ,as 1l Was 50
shott . lee willanis was the capitg . myvsell and ey wild anc john thomas . on the
chocks .michal middav . on the disk . we would do b ships a shift as about 3 foof a strib . vou

can inaeging the coal we Hlled m a =it
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The doso machian was a machian on valerpillio tmel o man would <1 on the sde ol o oand
control thie big wheel in the trout wiith all these tenh in i b wortdd o ito the coal ai a fast

rate thus advancing the dnvage very tast

The men would saten up whith 13 foot bars whith wooden posts as suppoits 1o keep up winth
it . it would advance at a rate of 3 bars per shifi , thats aboul ¥ oot of coal cut oul by Lie doso
Jd tound it very dustv thovie becuse of the rate o coal it conltd cut | 1 worked tor a while on the

machian whith my brother in v sary wolm | welley | and Barry williams .

After a while Il was decided 1o look for more gellideg coal |, s0 they drove a heading behind
thepit and by Inck they they tound the seam not (o tar 1, s0 we opened ihe (530 behind ithe
pit | see digg | the heading 1o the (30 was onlv abour 200 vards long and we lonued 1he i su
luter on we opened the G351 then the (532 whilch suddenly il a washoul | see digp | and you
will see i bave writton 11 a manor suit well we calfed 1t hat because 11 was between [wWo air
deors where the men wenid piect Tor theyver crdens tor the day , and 11 was a warn placeto sit
while swateme the ianor stnl was 50 sear Bl botom 1 was ander the W. k. Aa.A.club

blaengarw that i how near we where working the 30s |, they did not last fone |

1'he €330 whent the turthest becuse it travelled the saine direcsion as the olhers laces U G2
ecsefra bul the G311 and the G32 were only short tived 1 worked on the 31 gate road ee did
net have hardly any nppings to pack becatise of e et bocke i the tronl drivage ook
most of the coal and bottaing apat wis a side oepme emeo whith 4 lock on wo1or the coal 10
fall slewaves or 1o the paosser | hecuse of  the Inpht ol the coal and the boltows o el us
whith hardly any rippings .whal we bad we threw up nio the pack whilch was abow shoulder

night we wold butld cogs whith muck 11 them to strenten the heading | | see chigg |

By the late Os the eelledes seaim was ranuing oul i ihe ocean | so the N B emploved
fvsons 1o dise o headimes upup o the npper uie seain o and that s what happeed (vsons
men were seperdle from the N.CLB, men they wonld nol work i any condisions any where

unless the money was there .

They staried driving the beadivos ap o e seams above |see dige | ihus dones they apended
drivapes to the Tush codl face winteh was the N By oy deeross the beadinmig on the upeast
side then urming Lo the lett up a steep incline unull i evened oul the N was on the ngil

hand side |
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he mchne was so steap they bad (0 put a man ndeing bnan © help the men up the slope .
it wasdrams with sides in them . w mitch you sat on , and got taken up o the iop heading .
the train as it was called had a light on the tront , ¢t looked very good al the iine |

On my shift philip keves was the train dnver , and i worked w inih bim tore a while | because
i usto change v shifts 1 done o weeks atlernoons tnstead ol pights , so when 1 Wwas oun fhe

spare afternocons 1 would help phitlip o he wag afternnois reshiler

We would po down the pit first in order 1o get the trams ready 1o ihe mien (e would sit
abord and we wonld signal |, 1o dai trigg the enging drver , who was all reatdv on Lop Lhe

would start the enging and pull the train up , we would put the Dain i the parting 50 (hal we

could use the trolyvs below tofech up the supplies .
fwas working the 1] for g tong winle 11 was nof as good as the gelledey sealn,ihe ool  was

softer and harder to suppeit 1 had gone 1 for a third of 4 wite . when nnchael rchards got

killed it was a very sad day , he was workig allemeons when il happened . he was

advancing the two pate end chocks , and all the 2ate heading and tace burved him, poor soul |

thesy Tilled A0 tmicks of mbish and coal untll they found him .

next came the (4.2 oppersii . my job was on ihe chocks tor a4 while ., we would ptl up wire

mesh above the chocks and the root | il was ke working 1 a cage | bui it done the job Lor a

jone while , the N2 whent in % a mile before il gol 1o routh on Hie headings (o work .

Nest came the (44 whiteh van along the N2 my last coal face to work on , tiey ned ihe
heading machme on hat fuce but it did ol work  onl 0 worked on the N4 whilh mark
gregory @ grand laui and very strong , we worked yery hard 10 Keep ap winth the face
because of the condisions | see digg | we would try o advaunce the chiocks then the bars ahiel
whitch we had two packs 1o build whitch ment a lot of work ior the Two ol us 1 worked Lo
hold the root . bt a loi ol work mvolved anywav my chesl started 10 play wme up |, and

whernt 1o the doctors che thay 15 who put me under dr chapple the chest spechalist .
i never wenl down after thal |

Uhe ocean worked the M1 disiiks after the N1s whilch wasthe lower ntie Jnever worked

there . they were drving ihe heading - when 1 fnished irou ul healih |

Ihe | avman’s Gihidie nAGe D




/"ﬁ.

CHAPTER 3 MY FIRST VISIT Tu A COLLIF Y LN RGIEOLNDD

Beconse the bovs and mvsell decided thal we wonld go down the pit 1o work , they al e
school . headmaster mr vinchards and the N.CLB. mr om pierce ining oificer for Halldai
colliarv . arranged for the 6 of us to vigit the colliary . 1 was about 14% vears of age at the
time of the vigit . mvsell andd other tads .went down the tfatldu collery tom took s to the
lamproont to cattect onr famps | then we wenl to the upcast shafi | then went down the shaht
whiteh was mcknamed the canary -hop , becouse as the cage whent down i wolild pinp
every now and then makeine g more (relitened any way we laided on pit Bodcin on 1he
et headway  tom lead us thron mnnels op il dows il unoll we came (o e naib
ttallda beading , he showed us the pil buttom oun ihe brach e cvinner sile werethe umeys ol
coal were readv 1o be raised 1o the surtace . twn emipry ams cometny down the shall and
two full ones going up , what amazed us was (hat the ttalldu pit BOHOM Was sgUare 1 shape

whiteh we had nal seen betore

affer showine us the pil bottonm we went back 1o the reiurm heading , and jom lead us (hou

headines tora long way , opening and shuting air doors as we welnl ,

We come to a coal Tace . whitch was worked on convensmal mipeing | piek and shovel T as
we moved down the coal face | we passed e and bovs warkimsg foseather shovehns coal
on to e convever | beiimd the convever other men were bimlding packs (o hep ietd the
ground up o take the preasure otf the coal face . we then worked our way up oul ol fhe coal
face and back 1o pit bottem atier we got (o the surface 1o told bs 16 shower gl Lo 1o ihe
canteen tor tea and tood | where e et g there later e showed us around the suiace ol
the collery | the skreens whitch sorted the coal oul trow the muck | stones |, and the boler
houses whitch make the steam for the compresed atr the airel ropeway whilch ook e

ribbish up the niountain in buckets |

We had all seen it betore many mes Jbecause we oreaw np aretid tie pre, DU was the st
time to have if shown 1o o lalel on we had a medical (0 see 1l we were [ o 8o down under

to werk . and we all passed the tesi whileh they pave us
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CAFTER 4 MY FIRST DAY 1O wOREK N THE B TRERISA DAL ol FHE oAl

N 1962 .

We were senl to waork at the cari in 62 invselt and viv ncehards | oseo | ware piil on davshi
. we were pul (o work i the Ul cale dinvage | see digy | belore we slarted we had 10 walk
into the coal 1ace whitch was aboute a mile Trom py boltom , the reascn why we were dl the
carn was stated 10 ealer story . we were pul (o work whith brevor davis , david hughs | pewee
jand a few olhere men |, the drivage was being driven , because ol a larg tault i the Gl
whitch was not moveing down the tace at all .we worked theie on days and atier noons jor
about 3 weeks uniill we hroke throu to the i) gate  whitfeh i was bemng irmed (o meer

s . owhen we Brock tiean the st perseon 1 san was iy tather looking back df us | lie

wasallready on the G 1 pushing and propiig , whith 4 man called Uew morgan |

Once the tace was lined up whith the drivage , 1 was able 1o get back 1nto full producsion

again and i was put to work in the gate stables as stated in ealver story

it worked well tor a lono mme . afier thal we traveled i ather . and by the time the iace
ended we were in about 1% andes trom il bottow | 1he conveyer bells brom the lace was
gefing longer by the mounths . we would jump on the st oue and nde oul get oll 4l e end
and get on the other one o pet out , untill we reached the dunp end , where (he pimeys ol
coalwere filled . the carn had speacal 2 ton frams (o enable inore coal 10 be hlled 1o be
transported ont to pit bottam . at the time we were filling a good 40X 1o U0 ton of coal per
shift . we had what was called a nenn (o make (i order fo DosE i swades 1F Hhie BOTTH Wils
low not done our oney woas o el ower the gale Dew iy Waas o B EGOE B el i dhay s

there were 2 it ssorkiig it i aeier e keep g whith 1he Jace | e otz ol The shot ol
muck  was nnbeales eable | bl the men managed 1 Becatise Gl e doule packing caui siie
ot the heading winteh they filled whith the the muck oo anick was alowed (o go on it

the coal . the (i1 was by far the besi coal lace thie carn had bl the w3 wenl st as lar,
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ASAliDAay DEECEKE wolllb DIk Tor PUT DOWN Y WiRETRLNG

fowas a mehl movovember rounder houte 1980 perbarps a it ealer. 1 was o allemoon st
4l the hine but come rday 1 svanged (o have whal 18 called g vest day | as iltat 1 coulkd 2o

down to pontveyvimmer mghy club | where we were holding a collery saity awz ol all Hungs

Anvway off we whent and as the nigit whent on ihe garw collery team was doimgvery weil

in the quiz , the manager mr elark was rhere allse the andermanagzer e thoemas

Hut abott ® oclock e clark had a message given (o bt . and he anouneso on stage thal
there had been an acerdent at the pit . at that time we were working the upper nine sean [N

coal face | and my mate niike richards whose 1ob 1t was o push the gale head.

We were told that he had bean buned nnder a tall and it looked very bad .

We all mshed up o the pil v peaples cars . 0 see whal we could do , imysell and a lew

athers volentesred (o oo down the pif to hielp e rescue,

i was still dressed in my evening cloaths , whilch did not materio me nr thomas came down
whith us . and we hurryved to the N1 sate read . whitch was not that-tar from pit botiom , bul
we had 1o clime a lars steep ineline , anyway we gol there and al ence we couldd see whal liad

happened .
The gate road had callapsed under the nppings raping poor mike inside | see digg |
We all warked to clear the debris of stones and steel trom the area .

But miost of ug new thers was not much hope tor poor mike . whilch became tronth in the end
After a long while it was decieded to move the conveyor to ues mid ob bhe mabish o and
unfortunetiy . nike come ol on e conveyor amongst the mabish |, i atzaid to say he dved

bunedd under aboin 30 tens of rool

A very sad day thal was anike wis not very ol about 2 ¢ 1 bealive lie lett a son and wile .
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| myselt had many jobs as a tace worker trom heading work (o face work there was allways
some thine new coming into the pil ., chocks by now were on all the taces , jovloaders , emco
buckets , dose machines, disc caflers , (o mine coal, but as always we where on the shovel |
more often than not ,mostly using themn on the headings or the stables or o the race | the
shovel will never diy in the pit it was the main toel used nexi (o the sledge | a mandrel | an

axe where all handy ,but a shovel was used by most ong day or auothere |

Theres one story ialways rememmber , we were working on the (13 drivage | garw ocean |
myselt | les pogh , wanve philip and barry edwards | smich | and we got on well as a leam
our iob was o drive the drivage 14 tool wide D to b oot high exira large because ot the
bottoms we was taking | see digg | all band filled whith pick and shovel the hreinan the shifi

betore us would the the divage tor us and we would advance it clearge the coal lakimg

about 4 ool a day oft then we would extend the pauzer ourseives by spithimng the pans and

holes whith the drill in the coal readv for i o be Toed Lo our nesl shiih

The face worked weil tora lone tnne untll irouble up on the supply road , two men got Kitled

as stated i eandlyey stony

But the story i want to tell vou about 1s les pugh , whe got marnd while working on the lace
whith ns . we usto lake the wicky oui of him for a ke , bryn davies | gravey | brout raltle
tickets info work and gave them oul to all the lads on the face for a joke , the manager and
the: nndermanager had some to | the first prize being to be best man at leses weding , auyway

cantean atter day shift | as 1 was best man anvwav 1 carred ihe joke on ds well,

all the lads pilledinie the canteen aiter the slifl was over ,lhe manager as well e was i on
the ioke as well the draw was miade and pess who bad tie wimng ukel , yes you got 1l the

liit_‘lll(lgi‘fi s

Well vou could image leses tace, he thought it was tor reai untd mr clark sard he could not

make it as hie had 4 big meeting Hial dav | s les twiged oulo i,
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Atter the (3 tmished we were moved up o the G52 beliind the pil (o work somie gang we
had we were put inte a 14 toot heading gate , but we huad a shocke ol our hves when we saw
the rippings ., there was only a foel of them because of the emco bucker in theadvance stabie
in the gate laking all the bottoms up |, we iad fo pack bouth sides whith wooden cogs (o
support the heading . what muck we had we chucked up about > foof i the lace 10 pack
them | see digo | anyway this worked well tor a while and then we lut the talisbul before
that , we were working awav one day when all of a suden waven hit this dowiv posi 1 Leil of1
the tace and hil me in the ribes 1 hrocke (hree ribs that day , but did not realiseing, unnil 1

irved to get ol of bed the followme day | 1 had to 1ake tme otf as 1 could nor work

Anouther job 1 had tor a long time was in the (o pushing the gate head whith a man called
emy duke , we got on verviwell togeather the ©b was a busy oue ., whith Lhe Iwo ol s
Inowing whal ;n do in order 1o push the oale head cver i was done by nieatis o1 two chocks
behind the motors . bl moest of the work was done i bronl pailing the posts and bars up

ready tor the push |

Once the dise kame o the gate we would then push the gate over m order tor the disc o
have a fresh cut al the coal , berwyn 1rancis and rov goss were on thie chocks 1 the nrst rwo
stents they wonld advance the chocks ready tor the disc to cul back up the race | see digg |

the forward heading was advanced by the jovioader i wondertull machiane tor iiling coal .

Phillip keves started 0 work in the ocean oon the bp end by the Gd | dand e found 1L very

strano, as e had not warked undergronnd for a tong fime since leveing the ttalidu

CUphin hodgeson was the dise driver |, and one day untourtenatly he had a verv nasty acciddent
wihith thie disc chaimn he coute bis bhand i the chiain sprocket | it chewed 1s hand up something

aswertnl he foal o few Throers as o well e pever worked again alter thal .

Iseen some vErY nasty accerdents in oy e nidergronnd | lne tast one was when 1 was |
o the Gl i the carn i you look al dige vou will see were we tirnes the Taee Decatise of the
fanlt . anvway 4 man called billy enkuis was working st were the faull was when a stone
came down il pussed bisn te the tloor and i kilied hiin when the men lifted the siove ol by
there was nol a mark on b . but i afrald be was dead | e was @ very e iman , and al the

age of 21 he did not have much of a lile |
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Some times 1 think why did 1 stay there to work but 1 did even thou 1 seen a [oF more

accedentsin the 20 years i worked down the pil .
| mvselt eot carrid cut Iwice once 1 the carn and once 1 the ocean .

‘I'he one in the cam . happened not long aller billy . L was W orking the gate stable whith my
consen colin . when the plough came i, we were shoveling the lose coal oo the convever
.when len evens teched the plough back in and it fook all the siwle of the coal tace o1t . colin
and myselt were burid by the coal . they dug us out but 1 had bt jiy jeg and could nol wilk
they thout i had broke my leg \but i had been Jucky . ¢ had a mounth olt becuse o it | see

digg 1.

The second hme was i the N1 a0 ihe ocedll 1 was working nights whith jim smith on the
chocks . the disc had st passed us . and the conveyor would not shove over bectse ol lose
coal . so me and jim jumped over onto the coal side o1 the panzer whith shovels (10 del (he
hottom coal up . when all ot a sndden a ship ol coal caie onp angd shoyved e outo ihe panzer
1 was again bunid |y cap farng: sob contie Hothe panzer and iy helmet came olf il weni
down the patizer tim umped over and pul a bulton m . to stop the panzer . the boys russed

np and dug nie oul 1 agai could not walk as i done my leg in agamn , and my sholaer this

time again i had time off .becouse of the accedent ,

The mineing industrv had manv stikes the worst one was ‘b when we were out .1or

weeks we did picker dnty dowar i e Pl By e el warks - aid iy park ship o ceti N
the worst day was whett we werl 1o saltley in irmgham  the coke depol tiere was 1o be
massed picketted by men from south wales durhaim yorkshine | we all gol to ihe paies . by
the coke depot to stop the lorrys coming out .authur scrgill was there thal day here was 50
many poice there , bu_t there was a lot of trouble every time a o1y came oul we would surge
torwould .a line of poice w ould try and stop us  letiing the Jorrys Hhirou .one ol the poice
inspectors wads pussed under ihe back and of 4 lorey . 1 canl siH hear the weels 2012 OVer ns

leos poor fellow .

They shut the depot down for the day after that , the following day 1l was e same agall

untiti the police ordered the depor 10 s Shigi we one the day on that one .

Picking down the park ship we would go down 1 shifls (0 slop tie Iorrves cometig ol ol the

open cast site we hadl that sown up 1o time , port talbot was not 50 edsy thou because Of
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the many wavs ouf , and to beat us they staried shipping coal 1 by sea \bul most ol the men
at port talbet worked fo mleso that to canie 1o a near standstll unall the torys mr edward

heath admited deteal we won that strike and went back (o work whith a4 bigger pay nse.

Al the time of the bipgest strike i 1984 1 had linished (o the callery , bul that was worst ol
the lot , they had convees of lorryes , somg np aikd dowi tle morer ways . and 1l gol very
nasty . the strike lasted a whole vear , but when the pis reopened fie lory s Hagey thathcher,

soon . shi them all to make sie | she would nol b bealern aganl .

One of the easv jobs i had was when the cam cloged 1 LCT D/ we e franstered Lo the
ocean . we had a garanty wage ol L21 . DU, per week whitch was the ldce aviaee . we would

stav on that waee for |2 mounths no matter what we did ,

Anvway as we didd not have a teptila place ol work , mnost ol 118 cain boys |, were wal yoeu

call hobling .

after a while . i was put on the main 20Ut ton bunker o it DGITGHE (Y 1oh was (0 contrel the
bunker and the convevor belt tilling mio it . before e was the main panzer lakeing ihe coal
to the dump end pi bottom . my cabing was above the bunker aboute 1.2 toot 1 the In foot

heading . i would sit there controling the flow of coal , it was very cold there 1 can tell vou

and the tlow of coal was none stop all day .

My bronther in law worked in the controle room betwean the ftwo headings . he Lliad abonie o
cameras and iv skreans  and 4 phones (o wintch oparate lie could controle the How ©f coal

from all over the pit . very mioder for s day | see diga |,

Twenty trams could keep the pit going all day as they went atound i a cilcie 1en up e pu

and ten down vetting illed | . B

T'he acean on a good dav could Hill about 600 Trams a shift , aboute 1200 ton a shift 5 shills a

dav not bad gom |

| was on the b lor allmest 2 monnths | because the man whose 1oh 1 was was oIl sick |
even worked over mine 4 lor of the imne becatse (here was allwavs caal 1o be raised up the pi
and very offien worked weekends  on maimnfainance o one 1 evel worked down the siinp
whitch was below the cage were the cage sfoped on pi Bonom beilow that was ihe suinp

and every so efien it had to be cleaned anl i was very frinhieniing 10 po dowo pased ibe cage
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were it stopped , and even more (o look up io the lop of the shall | where you could only see

a white dot as we were about 100U yards down al thal e

The ocean was very modern for its dav , whith conveyors (o pit botlam , and v monertenog

the flow o1 coal .
[ see digg | ..

You might think by reading these storves tial 1 am a big chap , bul | can say thal ive never
bean more than 9 stone i weight all my lite | but i could couid keep up whitl the best ol nen

whethier it be on the shovel or at nealv any big b that was being done

All these storves are trone by the way 1 have nob made them up atter beg down e pu

aftere 20 vears its cupprisuig how many jehs vou do .

iLike the ime bryn gartiald the overman asked me to go chock fitter for a while because the

reguflar man was off sick .

It was on the 332 and-he stad to-me vou are pRiy sood wiilh spauers ald vou were - whith
the chock Hitker | whitch | had done toi a bl the job was o check the matn bolls holding the

chock 1o the convever they waould often break because Lie pallzer betig pussed over .,

My job was 1o replace the bolls | so ihal the chock whould ram the panzer over , they would

break because the preasure or a stone would break thent and 1 would have fo replace them |

There was plenty of over ime tor the fitter on maintainance and on the week ends , 50 1 was

allwavys kept bosy |

Lndersreanid work was tosii ditferud |, onee a coal thee cainge 10 ab end vou olien tound
vore sell’ hoblimg aeain , becatize there wds o siichi thall power there e end | von noehlt

find voreselt on a heading or on pit botiom 1f they were shorl

One job myself and gordon jones had | electnic eves | he was called thai because 15 eyves
glared whith the lamp in them anyway t trained gordon as a boy on the heading ancd ihe codl
face . he was the onlv one 1 had a paper (o1 showing { was i charge ¢l i fwe see i be

woild nike two nf me a very strong iati |

Anvway we were ssked to work oo the fault i the U4 face it menl we would ge on the spiil

shift starting at 10 30 in the moruing | very pood shift |
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Our 1ob was to hore the tanlt so the dise conld mavel under 1, | see digg | we had (o be
caretull because of the had rocl on the edge ol the lanlt | and mare olien thay oot e chocek

under the faull would become stuck because of the hight so had 1o be dug out as well |

By dritling the root on lhe edge of the tanll we kepl the lace inovewg so the coal could Keep

going ol |, atter a while the tault fitered oul so race came back (o normal .,

But in the meantime the bovs m the supply heading complaimed aboute the dust so gordon

and 1 staved on the 1030 shift tora while longer | boremo and imtusie the coal .

This fob was (1 k as me and vordnn worked well toseatlien al 1, fie would bore the holes

whith a coal baver gned @ wonld coie Behnpd wlith o siinshon rod winel watered the coal |
I'he boys in the supply read were kept liappy because we Kepl the dusi down by doing this
[ see digp |

Yet anothere storv when i worked ar the carn . it was ahoute the vear nh we were openimne (he
g which was 1o be the last coal faee (o be worked 1 the e al tal g we dic 1oE RHOw

that

Anyway it wag o trday dfierioosn ve was on split shitt down the pit at 1 wU pad myisel] and
sarsih e broke whe was the same ase as ysell | was up the pil togeatliere becouse at the
time we lived in the sane steet and allse worked tooeathere our [ob was m e (10 gate

drivace as yvou can see by dige of the carn ,

when we got [o the canleen . we found that tred davis | stumpy | our man we worked winth
had not turned up tor work , we went dewn o the pil and malcobn hardwick our breman Leld
s to po inte the G0 and he pat as to work on the lose end of the (J‘.‘U drivage e said there
would he a mey of @mty mams watleing for us fo Gl 5o oot 1o stand aboute doing nothing
we were lo 11l that from the lose end oareth and wysell was guite capable ol downg that 50

we oot down 1o 1|
Refore long we had tilled 20 tams of coal wineh was aboote 20 fun of clean coal .

Maleor said as we did so well we conld go ealv we were up the pit by 6 UU pin and we were
very pleased thal we had done a good days work . when we lurm up [or work inouday

morning thers was o note on o laps 1 Hie lamproom report 1o the nhaauer e morvga
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when we came up the pit after the shifyi , we asked maleom and lie said he was o report
there as well .we knocked al the door ot the managers olfice at | 50 pui 0 the alfiemoon and
he called us in , he informed us that we had eammed £ 11 each for that one shitt on Inday and
was very pleased whith us malcominlorimed the nanager that we had been very vood at our

i0bs and that it should be paide .

When tred pot to hear aboute 1t he did his nul because ol what we had eaimed bui malcom
heard him aud told him that he was only alus because the boys had more than you .11 vou
had come to work wmstead ol going (e the club , veur would have had a share as well |, tred
soon shute up then bul he was not very talkative all shut o thar monday 1 the night ine and
parath went to binge in the top hall we won three houses amwd two more up ihe top  club

where we were members all in all a very good weekend whith what we spenl on binge and

fags and boze we still had £9 each lefi a verv good weekend mdead .

| have had many expearanceses i working underaround bul tie worst was ot aoderground |

it was o day o 126 0 when the aberlan disasier happened |

I was working night shift at the time in the carn , and the news brock , that a coal tp had
slipped |, on the mountain bureving a school and tarm |, ihe reporis came back o the cam
askine for volentinrs | to on (o aberfan fo help whith the rescue , me and a few lads umped

onto 4 open top lory and we went there 1o help . - =

When we pot there we could see what had happend the tip above the school had shippead and
had burrid the farm first and then the school |, there was muck and shury every where we
heoan helpping to din at the mibbish and betore long |, the voiing bodys of e chidren were

beme trund | sorey 1o say i oor killed alltogethiers | and 1l was not a prity staht (o see

After working note stop for hours we returned howe | aid 1 wenl straie 19 the (op club | o
drownd my sorrows . even thon 1 was black as coal dust |, we erved mito our pinis thal mghi |
can tell you | i did net go the rollowimg day . as 1 was to upsel by what 1 had seen e day

hefore .

Fvery one in the conntry was al or=atl whinth what happened a bad very sad dav (bt 1 had (o

put 11 in wrileing | lor peaple 1o see the price ol coal 1 the valleys .
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Un to a happear story whitch 1 recall very well every year m (X TOBRK, we wolld so 1o
lonidon 1o the world brass band competision i the albent hiall .y tathere and odid i for 8
years nmming . save all vear whith the blaengarw band , and about 20 of us would go up 1o

jondon for a iong weekend by corch we stoped at the roval iiolel rusle square m london |
And the best vear 1 remember was the vear the cory brass Band trom the viiopnda won
They were siopine al e same hoial as a8,

So vou can imapnig the mght we had aller e competision we wanld s in the atbert hatl

trom 2 SCam bil 3 50 pim to hear the hands . and then the Tinal sconne wonltd be aceaved .

and we thout that the corys band was in whith a chance . againsi ihe hkes ol black dyke and

briohouse and manchester cocp o st 1o mension a lew ot the top bands .

But that day belonped 1o the cory workmens brass band .

After that we all went back 1o the hotel and what a maht we had ,

bt by Tuck the same band whers hooked info The vel: chib i pomtvecymer |

whitch father and @ nsto oo o S0 we had # eood might agatn they even leiched ihe cup
whiteh they had won 1 siood 4 ool lingh ou ihe stage we had photoes taken by the side ol il

but i dont know whal happened to them , 1 would love 1o have one tor tis story 1o show you

and 1o kéep )

Manvy is the tme when 1 thipk Back of the frme o ihe collery we had pand funes as weel as
bad times 4 lob of bad titnes . good condigions mid o bad codisions , waler wis o DIp
problem  and thie dust . bui hucky Uit root condisions whers pood iost ¢l the e thanks 10
the supports being constandly improved all the time , trom when 1 starfed 1t Was wooden
posts and timber . but then came the steel bars and posts and then union  posts and vanges
bars then dowtes and bullhead bars then chocks they were mavelus when workiig on a
good tace ,you knew you were sale whith the chocks h(ﬂd]ng LR fhe rool tor vou L one
face whitch was the (36 in the ocean it was decided 10 chanoe the two leged chocks ior fore
leped chocks it was a long b ic ke on . and il was started ou the indav atier the coal shilt

and whent on plaal! thinoe ihe weekend dav and night 1o get the chocks m (o the face . 1
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myselt worked the atternoon saterdav shitt of all 5hills never betore had  doue thal shitt . bu
i wenl , we worked fast as we could o gel the chocks in to the tace were they had (0 be pui
togeathere a lot of work and each chock weaghed 6 ton . the pit did not stop thal weekend but
we managed to do it and the Gt was producing coal , by mondav atternoon 1t was a big 10b
done bv men and management togeathers 1o keep producston going af the pit the L6 al the
titile was vhe main producsion taces ol ilie oceall , wal happened 1o the two leged chocks 1

tiear yvour sav they were left ta go back m the gob and burna

As lime wen! by the mapager | decided 1o change Uie surtace ol ihee casllen s

as the surtace could not cope whinth Hie outpnl Jand 0 wis decidded looun o el down Lhe

Oraive e o the washers aoan the matle rack that the nicks 0ok the Codl 10 the washery .

so it_had to be done in the miners hollerdays , thai agaime was gouig 1o be a big [©ob o

underiake as the belt had 1o be covered 1 as well because nt fhe whieaiher ,they maiaged (o
Ao Hiat ateors fhaonkes oy flie nens ot the spabsmenient s dise Blailt g svas tHanks lo mr clark

e inarisaer |, e ke b v dn st i pencnes coal andd 10 worked well 1o a tong while

He was a4 sood mineing engineer | 1ust sav that ol the man , 1 found lnm Uk 10 work under
e was a small man and took no messing aboule from envoue he would be in ihe thick ot
thines . whith mr thomas the undermanager . if things wenl wrong whilch at the ocean they
did . becouse ol the work underground was so big peaple could not beleave how far we had
to walk to onr work places underground , and how far i the faces were and of cource there

were so many of them producing coal at the same lime on a eood day and there was s0 many

of them the pit was producing about 400U to 5000 ton of coal a day that was a good ouiput
whitch mr clark kept up tor vears , becouse of the planing and the spendiing al the pit more so
underoround were i natered | he wias ol cne o hake the surtace prity as long as the money

was spent undrareund where the money was iade .

Ome of the good jobs i the ocean was on the G121l was ihe cniv retreal coal face ever (0 be

worked in the ocean by retreal we worked back 1o the pif mistead ol awave Irom it

the face was only ) vards long and it was worked allony side of the Gl 50 we used the old

pate heading and convevor bell thug saveing money , | see digg | .
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we wonld advance at the rate of © cuts per shitt whith the disc s0 yvou can see the coal we
filled each shift twe men on the chocks in the lace two pussing the gate head and foute up
the supply pushing the supply end | more work up the supply becouse ol ihie extra coping
each cut was 2 fool b incs whith the dise so we advanced al the rate of 14 tootn a shift |
double shift a day . s0 vou can see 1he snoant of coal we hilied oul of Hus lace 1t lasted 8

mounths beconse of the mle we W arked 1t b a very eood ceal lace .

CHAPTER 5 CONDISIUNS WE HA AND MORE .

Looking out at the snow tHiroue the window repnniides me ot a tew more storves . when 1t
snowed hevey in the valley . the men Hveing near thie pit had sill 2ot o 2o (0 work once
there we would change as ustall bui some of us were siveenjobs on the surface 1o heip dig
the trmicks ouf of the snow it wis not a very nice job ihere would be g ol drnims around the
surtace  whith big thes 1 thein o stop the pit trom trezeing mostly the keps winch wottd
help 1o hold the cages m place when they canie 1o the surface up the shall they sieaded the
cages for the drams to be pushed n and out of the cages by the emplys irams pushed m by

hydrolick rams they were relighed upon by the banks man 1¢ controle this .

Most of the men bad to walk 1o work As the valley wonid be Bloked off . a lot ol them would

have to walk 3 miles .

WHITCH WAS THE LIMEF)Y BEFORE THE SNOW SHIFT W UL Bl FALLY iy
churchhill whitch i worked whith from time 1o time lived by the black bridge m tyleagwyn ,

it Was~ 50 vards short of the 3 miles , so it ment that viv would have to walk 1o work .

THE B0 LR even wmeasured 1, becolse 1y mad 2 a row over 1l il as fhe tape pever bes he

didd not win s case .

I'he snow would be very bad sometimes i have knowi it io be as much as > foot deep | even

walked on top of cars betore now .
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Mogan and halford the brother and sister who owiled the backery on janies ioad hitl wouold
be kept very busy as the peaple of the valley went theve for bread , the shops would be sold

out af most things . as the snow lasted longer , one fime we were snowed (i LOF over (Wo

weeks nothing managed 1o get 1y or oul of (he valley

Gainp back to the davs in the cari to me 1t was the bardest pif in the valley o work m 1
worked it the ocean was tar thore modern as e whenl on , the caim as 1t was did not have
2 pit bead bathes untill last going off which was to late , we would walk 10 fhe ocean Jtom
our houses change then walk back to the carn up the top end ol thie valley (111 wds fanung
we were wel before going down the pit . once dowi we had 1o walk aboute 2 milles in berore
getting to the coal tace [Irom pit botiom we would go down a sleep meline and bear lelt al
the bottom then allong (o the dump end to have our lamps checked by the deputy and given

our orders tor the day . trom there we would walk into the () whitch trom the dump end was

aboute a 1000 vards or so , going in futher every day , sovou cail 1naging how hard il was 1o

start whith . betore vou even started work w the face |

After finishing on the tace yon bad to walk oul and go up the pi and then ge down (o the
seean baths ser out ol youre work clothes and then shower [hen 1o voure clean clotlis and

then walk home and thal was every shiﬁ =

A ot of my trends who have never been down the pit ask me . how deep were the shalis
well i dont know the exact dealth | but by what ive been told |, the carn was the deepest 1t
went down for aboute 1300 teel routh gess miind ,but dont foreer voul walked down a mcline

of SUUvards after . so vou see it was down 4 lair way .

the ocean was ihoute 1UUO tool |, bul then von had an mchue ol aboute | < again lor

abonte 400 to 500 vards betore leveling out .

the tralldau im not sure of , the upcast shaft was aboute 8UU leel bul it had a sleep tncling
down to . the othere shatis | the tralldau new shait or the ttalldau hill wdont know or the
braichycyminer shalt as 1 never worked tere al that collery 1 oaly weit down for a visit as
stated in eartver story the elangarw coll | ballar val | was the onlv one 1 realv Know i was DU

vards deep it was ol very deep al all becouse i worked fhie vic seain , wiieh was the Bt
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coal seam below the sirlace worth workmg | like tofd betore 11 was only 2 Toot 6 incs (o 4
faot high | bul very good steam coal | 1i has been satd thiat barry docks were exstended io Take
the ballar rat coal abroud ,idont kKnow 11 that was troue .anouther story aboute the ballar is
there is a town in australia nanied atler the collery again un nel U0 percenst sine ouly what

ive heard of davs gone by .

cormen! by gordon alwyn ones whose puiting this book togeather |

the ballar rat ad one hell of a problem whith waler because (1 was s0 close (0 (e sirean
munning into the main nver ils shall was only o couple ol vards trom (his sireamn so il realy
hacl a problem as you can unagin . and 1 1ell veu of a troue storv ,you remember thal derick
worked in the 125 on the landing of the ocean as told by him whitch had water commng
throue the roof as well as bﬁbﬁn?u{thi‘ohe ;'he Hoor as a voung lad 1 saw this lace at st
hand and they the epgingers put this down as comeing trom the ballar ral cell o prove
themselves right they put a strong dye o the cld ballay mi shatt and behold the dve was

founid to coime throte o the 125 on the laading dhout idd mensinde 1. et lets ser back (o

the: storys .

The cam was lamouse 1or as a coal nine hecouse ol a i whitch was made 1here m 1493

called | tHE BEUE SUARE | bad a tot ol Hhoine down anderorond winth that il

[ FALLIN HERO) | was made in the valley starming | DALE HENEK 1 | astory abouie a
minergoing north 1o meby Hatee and conieing howe apalie becouse he lad all ey 4 very
sood serves ap b, Vo0 was stewart of the wexa ciub blaengarw at ihe e and served hun

many nmes aurmng the thioige

Anecthere serves was | CAREKHA WAk | abene young clidddren cowemnp rom london
durring the war ihat was Nlmed all over the valley the house and shop used was i herben

street blaengarw . also the church used tor the tihinme .
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YET another tilm that comes 1o mind the | THE FROG S ALk | staming padl robson .

agatne that was bhmed 10 the vallev 1t to used the cam coll tor nhiming underground sceans |
my Tather was py that thim bt 1 have swhaiched it a peod tew times and as 118 50 olkd a Uhin
and taken underground 1 cani fell the ditierant wen from eacl) others , miv lalthers was @ 1ot

veunger then 1o as well mind vou |

CHAPTER 6 FAMUSE PEAPLE IV EMET THROUE F'HE Y EARS |

Talking abouie old fimes ils nice fo remember back and st think ol the lamnse peaple (ial i
flave met . tiear are a few thal 1 remember comes (o nitnd i the fafe 19605 1o when we usto
ap ip to tondon as stited eatver Starves we nel 4 1ol of 1amnbse peaple o do whith the brass
band wonld | the tamnse conductor | Stle HeERE s MUk VINER | be was allso a  uducator

tor the bands as well .

My father and i whent down the old kent road to a pub and met | TOMM 1 FARE | ihe welsh
boxer who fought | JOE LEWIS T in 1937 he went |5 rounds whith him a very mice

gentleman was iommy he and his sons e a pub down there in the old kent road |

Abonte hoxers anothere story comes oomtod abotd | BRIAN LONDOIN | yel anouther
heavy wighl was good in his e sometimes we were up i blackpool 1 the 19 Us myvsell
ieft atkinson , mike o connner were waiting 1o go wito a night chith when we where 10 a quine
iwas in the middie of the Two of them and the bouncers were serching us lor weapons
anyway they searched nitke and 1t when i1 caine o ime tils velce stad let them i he would
Wil a taciian sun i there whith thal we staried iking and brian ealised we were welsh |
he called us 1o one side and spoke to s he spoke back and said he bked the welsh and the
wav we spoke he took usto s table and a waiter served us all mght and bnan came back and

for a vood few-times that ataht 1o e 1 f we were O K

Apaine in blackpool in the ' Os we were slaving o rhe vickmghotel on the sealront and
thev had a meln club downstares anvway we were ihere Lhis weghl when the groupe started

up plaving and they were a dark group the lead singer was | HEROL GEEY | ob hot
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chocklal proup whilch today are lamouse be came over and sai whitl us and stared dnnking

whith ng we vhad 4 pood mght aoamn |

Othere times when we were home we would go 1o the 4| /7 //s | mght club w nasieg | and
this night 1+ was whith cordon jones | eletic eves | he was allways dressed smart winth dear
suits on , anywav he wanled (o try 15 hand al the cascino as we pot (o the door a bouncer
stoped us and told us we could not go in bui as we spoke a voice said let them w1 camne
from the cascino if was [ [’(iwljt-)l'dﬁs | the singer , lie was only jesi geiting lamouse by then
. we plaved black jack and rouler hie offered gordon L2010 uo as his winder 1or e mghi bul

gordon would not go as he was to shv like that anywavy Tfom had 1o work on the slage and

give a few of his songs ,and awave 1o go he did thai might |

We met lom g few tnnes belore that as he usio play in s band up the blagngarw ambulance

hall betore he was tamonse |

I met many of the tamouse men ui the nipems ainon Jbut the one who comes 10 imed 1s |
AUTHER SCARGIL | vou all know him ynel him many tmes on marches ,and meehmngs (o
do whith stickes i the pits . but this otie lime we where dowi in swaisea 1or tie gdla olien
but this gala he gave a speach along winth | RMCHALL OO | the labure feader at the nme
v father in faw and 1 were walking acrosse the Hald 1or a pinl wihen autner called berwyi
my father m law . caues berwyn was a big union mian 1oy 28 vears (poy the (alldau and alter
that the sarw fialldan we shoke hands and wenl ior 4 gl fogeaihier | e wollen  caine

looking for us we were so long |

| met a lot of rueby stars and whatched them play m my vounger daves i bogend and cardiil
expecally on wlernasipal davs Hig 4 counirys , bui the man who comes o nund 1s {4 P
Wil iAaNS | the tall back tor wales he was trainitig to be a surgoin 1 Hie princess ol wales
hospetall in cardift | well my mother was senl there tor open heatt SUurgurv dand wis i on a
hart machiane because she was not strong encuth a whole week iy sister and and 1 sioped
there 1 private roams o see her | and every moriiny we would go jor breaklast and | p
wotild sit by us to lalk 1o us as he was melds thal week . my mother wio was 1ot sirong

enouth died ini sotry to say |, but t will not wnie aboute that .
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RAT POWELL the M.F. tor us and the opinore 1 ine @ couple of Omies he mresed aaron v
bov when he catne up 1o open the top hall after they spent £250,000 on 11 . 1 was opened as
a cinama again and the libery the arts took the top floor over and (hey have been a good

suxes farce since they started rav was still @ member of palerinent tor a good lew yvears .,

PEINCE CHARILES 1 mel twice 1 48 many mounths he caine to beftws 1o see the sadis
church before they renovated it , then 1 shouke his hand down by the betiws center , atter that
i met him in cardift at the mavoer house where iy lather i law and mother 1 ldaw had tuuch

whith frim he had a slass of wine whith lnm betore he whent i 1o london agdin .

| never have been tnie foot ball but + owemt o cardil! mtan park and seen | JivIND

GREAVFES Iseorino 2 ooals aoansed wales that was 11 the ealy 19608 |

A Jot of miphy stars came from the garw we had quite a few in the wales (eant throte the ages
at one tme there was three i the magby wales team rom the garw | bU G JAMES | and |
JEFF YOUNG | and | JOHN LLOY LD ) he played tor the brntish hous as well and | L1y
DAVIS | allso plaved for wales . B N—

ancther | LN DAVIS | the tong ponp olvinpic champion , I mel him after e came back
tfrom tokvo ., where be hiad 2 onld medal for the long jump 11 stood at 27 toor U Y2 mics fera

tew vears e was trom the oemore vatley s be was a star i 1904 atter the medal win .

He is pow a sports direcfor tor the B.B.C.

CHAPTER 7 MINEING PHOCKNAMES ANLD OVHERE THINGS

W hith sterves abole the pits came the nicknames of the uien a lew that come (o mde |

are as tollowes BRONUC he allwaves drove horses underground there e itutne bronco aller
the horse . PEEW EE because he was so shert , DAL CHE Y INNE | our dider manager of (he
cam , 1 dont know how s mck name came aboule | SHANE U as he was allwavs called
WILL GREASER becouse of a job as a greaser , 101 HUF because ol g shick hinp he bad |

DICEER was iy nick name and stll 15 1 was calied that one day m the classmoom by iy
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schoolteacher | iy poarge | and o siuck ever smee FREILL Bk because he 1ooked 5o
hig mprongst s underground | BUISSE y wag handed down frem is family a5 was GGt |
DENTY because af his name demt , TOP FPATCH was another LEGG 1 a leam caplam Irom
the carm W HACKER was anonther CONKER was one handed down again , and 1 could po
on and on aboule nick nanes whitleh was addopred as the pames [rom the pit , 1 ilank a ot io
do with it , was becatse a lol o men had the satme naimes so thev got called mek names so as

vou knew who vontalked aboutl or who to as hine whent by |

I'he men underpround mosty slood loeealhier when workine weeather they bad (o order (o
protect each ather underoronnag owas nel e Besst places (0 work thele ale storyes | can el
of men who was camviug on whith othere mens wives there were wmen thal would not speak
to each athere on the surtace because of differani rowes over the vears bul ouce underground
maost Himgs were lorgoion and they sot on whith thever jobs | the work was so deamanding
whithout rows from the surface coming o the working dav ol the muer , bul some el
thever rows boil over | bui they were soon gl m Lhever place Dy shie en not ihe bosses |, the
bosses done Hiever besl 1o Eee the worst oles apatt b each aibere wihitich woerked well
mast ot the e as ihere was o ol 91 fanndy rows . women problems and dhlterant (luopps

white could bl over and miiglit conse bouble nndersround whitiicul the pi dome i ior vou

il was so sasy to have a accideni whilhout bthe rows as well |

Mining allwavs been a hard life but as one was brout up whith i we coped whith the routh
and the good times in our stride it we had a bad place ot work because ol ool condisions or
because of water or thist , whitch was the commeoen ones in mimeing , we would take it all 1
our stride and oet on whith i, dist so had you could not see the men vou worked wiili irom
5 tool awiave | waler up 1o vonr kKnees or pmng down vour back . or holes m (he roof so
high vorer cap lamp could nof reach e top o the hele S0 a8 you call see e condisions
somtimes where bad bt we ervined and baeredit as part of ihe jobs 0l was slowerework
becouse of it and a lot liarder bud moest ties we beal o antd fooked ol 1as anothere working

dav m a lite ag a nner .
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It someone sad 1o yor mineng was easy e 0 would call litte a Har Because he wis eatlier
datt or dull or both | even the easy ©hs llll(it‘,l‘gl‘l)jlllkl von bad (o keep your wils about you
allthe time or one ralse move in the wrong place and vou would be iy (rouble | someines
hio trouble |, miostly thanktullv 11 was made easv by vour selves , becuase of the work you
knew vou were dome . bl souie ihent they kuew i all | and iryed 1o be the hero, whilch did

not work in most cases it was down [0 feat etlort by all oy irouble was around the comer

Many is the time i think of lite underaround and all ihe ditterant jobs 1 have done and ilie
good men i have worked whith | ALY THE BAL SNLCLAS © NS Fa ob on fie anen had
pood names as tor warkime gudergronnd onen lad headimnes naped aller them ke ed
davies | STUMEY L= headine | charhie roses heading | l2e willleums face as teain caplain
oo davis | LRG| another leam captain the m;o pritchard brothers | IVUKR + FEkRC 1 |

allwavs togegher on a heading leading the men whith them , the two bowan brothers

[ALLAN | died dec 9/ and his brother whaos still alive at e of wotme | BN | they doan
were allwavs fogeather | FREL D VHE BloAade | mcknamed becarkse ol 1S S12€ a4 sirong workel

on headimgs |

There was ol conrse nickuames tor Hie besses the Hrenlan and the overman ol the disinct €ic
dat rees | owBAES [is fanully were wears from over the valley | | 12A1 TOSH | because he
allwavs had a moensetoshe | | D0UG MINE | becouse he allways bad a miui car , but miost ol

the bosses were respected as most ot thein were fair when il came to work . becouse (hey had

done it themselves in vears gone by .

I'here was allso nicknames tor places of work niore so o the car | Dink becatse we dhid not
call them much moere than the sumbers o the ccean . hke MARBLR AFCH , THE

MOSUOW . THE FAk Bndle | THE PONDORRESA , THE K, VHE MANAR SULLE .

The names just siuck {0 the places ol work becanse someone would call 1L thal one day and

it wouldd stick lor years |
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SHORT STORY MADE UP BY MYSELE BUT A TRUE Qe ABOURT MINELENG

The day was like any athier up 4t the crack ol dawn . up fo the pit change and waile o decend
the pit , talk to the lads aboute difterant thines that went on . but some would be talkug il
talk of what we would be doing most ot us had places 1o go every day the same coal lace Lhe
same place of work whether vou worked on the U2 - Ub - G 1U - G40 - thev all bad to be

worked .

Anvway down we would go and meat up whith our work piafes seon we weonnd he walkiig
imto workings , seiile WEre near Some were a P sy n b e holioin | all acording how

far the tace had travelled in from the re i st arfedt production |

Once at the coalface the men were then ~hith the mien they worked whith daily some worked
N pairs Sohie 1 feures 8r you worked the tace vou worked together i palts 11 vou workert
the headings you werked in lours or fives i i1 was the gale heading , the stable was foure
men gate and supply .

[ he convevors and the Tn;u:hins wottld start up and work woinld beging the disc would start
cutting the coal the conves s fakeinge it away o pit hollom the wmen knew theyer 10bs | 50

thes ot o whnth them .

W heather it be headins or coal tace ihe face would advance by moveing the conveyor over

whith chocks and hydrolick pushers called rams to push the convevor over,

The headings had to be kept up by putting rings tp and the stables worked pi advance 110

the face (o enable the disc o come Mo 56 that it could be pushed over 10 liave a cul 1o the
coaltace .

The dust and the notse were 45 Yol Ganl HHAOIE very (Usiy aid uosisy . beciuse ol the 1ow
condisions and the cpontined space waorked . most coallaces were about 4 100t b mches Lo D
oot in hight so vou did not have a lot of roam 0 wove what whith all the machinary and the

size of the chocks , the disc itsell was on 10D of 1he panzer , and oice going 11 would cul the

coal and till 0 cnto the panzer

Owers parts of the pit was mmporfant a5 well voui had supplys 1o gel nto the lace . e, 1Has .,

timber steel posts mostlv dowtyvs | cog sl icks to pul up cogs ou the ends ol the lace 1o help
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support the headings , allso yon had the conveyors belts 1o pil bottont (o take the coal oul |
they had 1o be matntained becouse most ol e hige they would be a mile long some even
loneer . the headings had to be maintained . because of the squeve bottois had 10 be cul
timber had to be replaced | ninas wonld be beatl tider the preasure they had (0 be replaced a

lot of work and looking atter 1o keep the coal face movery .

As vou can see by ealer drawinges of the disc underground workings there were miles an d
miles oi headings some ol the coal [aces would g0 m lor a lew niles 80 vou cab 1maging o
Iot of maintainance had to he done 1o keep the ceal flowoing plus on (op of that the coal lace

itselfe had to be kept in good condision or it did not move .

Most coalfaces were about 200 vards long 50 yoU Cail HHdRile Liow ibiich coal weuld cuine
out in it dayv . plns most of the thees were waorked o o donle shtit i order 1o tient 1)

fave more ol put ab the collery

| worked m the oarw tmitlh 1 finiched vy isomng then went ap the cani | ti

NAFIONAL | i 1962 until- i shut-u 60 we worked-tn the & b —a2- - b Hhere betore i

clnsad | frent thete + went back 1o the ocean | e bbb didedeed b 2nn g esbbiend san b
Gid e fefub-Glo0- il SR LN LY A O Vopndd 1 tonshed beeouse ol my chest .
| then treck i e wr as Gy 0y et vl TOr s e,

it i Ll BIEPSHOTEAL RTITehinie A0 A HUDERN GLUSER

i over was the patie nen o the bl Aol whose b il was io i e conveyor over

into the new m adileh Toud st Been inken ol by the colliers .

As ahown in dige on pages rather on . once (he coal was got otf the convevor was sphit and
put back fogeuatlier the new tmn along tie codliace ilie pans and cliain and side pans

where split they came 10 5 ool pices .o be sloted back toeeather (o 10T & CONVEVOr agdill
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the two heads one in the gate and one i the supply whitch held the moters had 1o be pulled

over as well o epable the motor e work the convevor one more

I'he men knew thevere ob and most e was done daviy g order (0 kesp ithe coallace
moveing torwould . once that was done the man winth e coal cutier would cul a tding e
into the coal seamn 1o make 11 fall trom the roct makemg it easy ©b tor the colhers (o 1l onlo

the convever .

I'hen the packets would do thever ob of packing the packs the dummyv road was crashed i

order for the packers o have lose muck and stones to fill the packs |

Then the heading men would work the rippings m order to gel a rng up ,they had to keep up
whith the coalface | it was all workedby men whe knew ihierne jebs most inpes i worked well
if the tace was o seod one 1or condisions most Dmes (1 was sonie limnes 11 was nol e.g.walter -

dust -faults + bad top root - bard bottoms and so on and on .

CUM Y ENIONL Y NINEING
Machine to cut a thin strip out of the coal betore shifi just above thie botom ol sedin
man and a bov to work in 7 vards stent 4 (oot o inches high 4 fool o mches u death .

hand filled whith shovels | mandrill |, and prenematic drll once hand tilled you would get Lhe

bunts up whith the prenematic drill and clean stent ap, not forgefing (o post upevery 3 oot

by means of post and tal | SEE DIGG |

POWER LOADTNG

[hse or ploush 1o cnt the cut stables both ends driven on i [roni 1o eusure tie disc 10 Come i
at the end of the cut push over by means of hvdrohke pusher attached to chocks enabiemng
the convever lo move over and allso the machian cut back up the tace tor ancthere cul of the

coaltace ahout 2 tool b nches per el twice o dav .
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COAL DRIVAGES.

Mostiv done by hand m ealy davs three men 1 a {5 toot drivage mto the coal m orderioc open
a new coal face . mosty 200 vards long | Sk LG b ence diiven $roin headig reaayv for

the tace 1o start | set machinary and equipirent w veady , mosiv bar and posis ealy days
union pests and vanvirese bars ,
After came the chocks and dises | jov loader gate and emco bucket tail end if 1ucky

it not hand tilled trom siables .

HARL HEADLING .

Hard teading throne sohid rock or rock and coal locking lor a new coal sedins 1 you were
lucky voumisht tind one goon or nol at all edch 10 ool or 14 1ool arches i headimg whith a
emco hucket 1o clear the muck |, atter 1t was fired down taken away by a conveyor so thal you
could advance and put rings up , advance untill 4 seam was found then develop ready 1or 4

coaltacs to be tormed .

PNy s oS .

Ihis work was done because of e squease e the heading the coallace would have inoved
on a fong way torwodld but the squease whith the preasure ot The ground would cause (he
hottoms to pook up |SkEE tHGG | they would be cut away o make head room for watking

and for the convevor heing squeased to the top and allse to ger supplys lo ihe coaltace .

FAKEING A HOLY RIPPHYGS N A HEALNNG .

This was done by takeing a new part of the heading abeve the old nngs in order lo repaire
old rings and merease hight i the headings mostlv 1o allow 1he umey ot coal (o iravel out 1o
the pil bottom . by means of stapeing acrosse the heading vou would i old nppings down (o
make room tor new vines s wondd help (o save the beadingand To) the duttiess ol coal o

get oul 1o pit bottom whith oni comeing off the road .
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A air bridge was made to get over the main headings in order to open a new coal 1ace on the

left hand side by means ol going over the top of the main headings [ SEE DG |

CHAFTER 9 COAL NHINEING HOW ESTARTELD AS A LAL,

tvery coal miner has a difterant story to tell from hardships 1o pood times . bul i hope mine
will interest you , it will all be true and the names of men and wotkniares will allse be nue |
to say mineing was easy was nol a real question st ask ihe thossnds wlhio oo o and ol oue

will sav 1 Qad i1 caav

My stlory starts ag a voung lad of ugl 15 ooing 16 just lett school and 1ollow my tather mie
the pits as many like mvself did | first oft vou bad to have a medical to see 1 von were Hl o
go down the pit .something like the atny | they did nol want vou as a person not Hi Lo starl

vour life in the mines.

Al and readv to stat as & boy we had to do training and at the time the training center was at
mastey the next valley aver trem us | caleh a western welsh-bus at 7 3t-a.m. from the top of
our valley down 1o Hanpimer suikoe o where the innnime bus would pick us up . they had
aliready picked bovs ap trom comaore thie valley o our side of s | SEE e | pels to the
training school about 8 45 a.un ready tor trammmeg a4l 9 a.m - % weecks classroom | 8 weeks i
the gallervs tor fraining on the coal thce , | GALLER » IS A MA T ALY« OALFACE O
SHOW LIS WHAL TIS LIEE | during that 6 weeks we went to ditterant collerves tor

underground vVisits 1o shew s the r2al thine or the imderground tife .

Went down the 1talldan once | the mternational once but mostlyv dowi the ocean coll, as that
was where 1| wonld be going back to do my tace training tor real whitch war bappend after

the 16 weeks course .

My first job underground was whith bab walsh who drave a hotge 1o get supplves into the
coaltace on the rehpn side 1y mate al the tnne was Irevor mmes | LB Gl 46 | he
showed me the ropes and whal 1o do | that was on the VL4 ocean 2 oot e coal sean after

about 2 mounths whent on (o the L mmamne tace whith entt dix to do iy fratpig 1or %
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weeks on the shovel and pick takeing a stent oit by shoveling coal onto a convevor and then

posting tp as we look the coal ofi | allso we learmed how fo pack 11 the pob trow belimd and

hum the convevar over , plius we leamed rhe heading work as well.

After training was pil what we call hobbling en dittermnt coal r;:ces Lot we decided 1o s
urs_the carn to work on the Uil plough tace in the gate stable we worked the coal oft in fronl
of the coal tace so that the plouch coild come in inte the stable we would then push over the
convevar . il rams Teoadvance the the face | post up beliuned then back on the coal |
advance about 3 tont a shitt all thron the coal face the face was 20U vards iong . men waould
he pushing and proping up the tace | pushing the tace over and advancing the bar and amen

i i ey went irmm belind as that w g v uy
e 3z thev weanl o Balitnr] 4o Mgl Was Toiny <4

the heading men would be cleanng ihe shot of muck , to clear for putting up the ring one vard

14 foot rings in the gate and 10 foot ones in the supply |

I'he coal was taken fo pit bottem hy a long conyeyor hell as bar as the dip and then fitied

inte 2 ten s lo be taken (o pit bottons absar Ve ke ey by rmpe aid enping along rhe

main then up a sieep mciine 1o hetiom vhat we called a mey ol coal whitch was ahout

20 trams of coal il each jmey and away on the parting emtyes ready to be tilled | all sl

about 30U trams per shifl dav and attter noons , night was 1or supplys o come down the pil

teady for the two shifts the next day .

from the G1 1+ went 1o the 2 coal heading to work whith fred davis S'l'ljJMPX | and les

john was my age two bovs and one man , we worked the coal heading whitch was i4 fool

high all coal , whitch was to he nised as a air wav 1or the (14 the pext coal tace .

i'he othere =hilt was Billy powsll | parth pembmke (glvi inorgan pwroht was len lacy

bermard phillips . raymn | ewis .. whos job 1t was to put up the 14 loot 1Ings after the day and
affiternoon shitts . —

Fome there 1 went 1o work in (he (12 hard heading whith ferry hammon 15FAM |, we were

going through washati i tind the eoal on the othere side they stoped us S0 vatrds short ol

finding it , the the G2 supply had allready found i and started Lo drive the face tewards 1S

but we could not go any turher becayse o1 e uas

I he | ayman's Guide nane 17




e T Ryt o~}

From there we went (o the G0 e open that coal face | bl s we thid not know 11 was 1o be
the last one o the carn to be worked . gate ditvage L4 1ol and 4 ool o neeg hioh then inrned

and drove up towards us from the supply road o forin the coaltace |

I'he Ui 10 went in the same distance as the Gl and the (35 as Hime wenl on they wers geiling

ready to shut the carn witeh hapoened w Cict 8th 196

trom there went hack 1o the scean to work they by His tnne was workim o the GELLL DEU
THERMSELY S dhey were workme o on iwn levels whiteh was the G o2 and the vl on
tlie upper level atier a tew ditterant inhs 1 was put 1o work on the (2 supply heading with
viv churchill again it was aiLfopl 'jf}a@ﬂ samie sort ol work | clearing the muck and
ringing up then boring the nppings for the next shitt trom ther was put al ditterant 1ohs avain
untill we went to the G4 to the supplv heading aomn | socked s shary and water o Bsurs
on end untill we done oor wark L then we cenld msh up o pit beftam sockmg wel 1o gel up
the pit to tinish the shift . that went on fer (wo years , ot and on unill we were put in the U3

. oate drivage to work the coal ot tn tront of the tace |

THE FEALLI COLLEREY . R

Sinkino operations at the tfalldu or ftalda coll . becan m mpe 1# 6 m the hope of Incateme
steam coal measures - ander the eard of dunraven by 1878 the collerv was in il production
under supervision ot edward phmmer and witthing <4 vears the mine was emploving 3040 (o

400 men and producing 40U tons of coal a dav

A1 the i of the century the ffalldau coll was tirmly established and was conlinitially

mtrodiice intercate fechinelogy 1o maximise production .

Uhe collery m anmgeme aloped such ievasions as the biiglan coke nvens | the frst of this
kind in mid glamergan . and the sieniins bucket arel repewav . winlch remoyed colleny

waste from (he collery site to the hilliop chovetlly ahove |
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NICKNAMES OF W ORE PLACES FHNDERGROURNLY,

Betore 1 started in the cam there was a4 place of work called the | MABLE ARCH L was
behined the pit ., and so called becatse of the rock top and rock boftom sometlune like rthe

gelli dep | seam whiteh was the sane .

hen there was the T MOSCOW T whitch again was worked out betore | started also ot Hhie
same time there was the | FAR ERD Fwhitch was right down the bottoni ot the tnp and
whent i tor 4 tew miles soim told , <o far infact that it cot so warm because ol the ait could
not travel that tar it stopped work in-the end

The gelli de;_z Cseam was tathere ap the map and 1o e et S e g they folind rlie seani m
about 30 yards or w0 and it becaime knowy as the | 1TON] ILIOSA 1L becanse nat only wirs
esasy ceal seam 1o work bin because of the gnod condisions as well , the (5| was the twst o
have power Inading they instatted a plough , and it was a grate suxes for a verv long while ,
the (31 traveted about t mile before it was clesed down. i

I'he ocean at the ime was working the 2 toot 2 inches seam all an convensinal minetno bt
thev did start the power toadine i 1900 11 was pul fnde the Vb and thal proved m work tine .
and tere beapn tie skt of power loading faces in ihe aara valfev | rhe 1tandian allso haad
power loading faces as well bt i never worked thare so i dont know what faces had themn
first the carn was the st in Y61 |

I'here was | GLASSBEES | in the cam | BEN COLES 1 .named because of the man who
warked there | thee was the | t 1eAC'K | whiteh t was told .

Tere was allse a heading nanied after men who warked there ke | FRREAD STUIR Y | daves

was his last name . | ¢ HARL Y BOSH | was a naiie niven 1o a heading .

[ CENTER ROAL) ] was one because it was in the middle of the G| tace | MANOR SULE |

was a name given to a place behind the pit i the ocean .
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CHAPTER o ENE AN SHOR T STORYES AN M AUCES WiokERD

iam wrinng this (a1 the benertn ot peaple that have never hean down the mines in thever fite

time | it oives votl sone ideat of whal ee the miners went o 1o reach onr Work places

betore we even started o work .

We started by going to the collery then we would change nto onr working cloths from onr

clean clothes in the pit head baths whitel would Pe i tao pans sie part 10r var clean clolhs
pitt fies loackable fnckers men we wanld pe paa t sernid pant thed dinty clothes Tockers gl
chanpe mnfa o work cothes aond helmets it toecapt hoots | then we would ac o the lamp

rooi weie we pil onr checks an the bord so the managment could see that Vot were on the

collery premises and for saltv resons then voil woiild Take and put on vour-tamp and then von

wonld pikek tp vonr saftv ail tamp then vorr went 1o the pit head were the cages were |
THE IR PR B At R 6 Adefd )
Po slar vou watked il the cose | winleh was on the sloa Bieiaed e Hhds Hie tresh air side .

whitch was one deck it could hotd |5 men the cage would lower pathermy speedl all the nioe

untifl van telit the brakes applighed voun would have to swolow a eotple of Hines as vour ears

wonddh pan o whith the preasur when the cage stopped vou Tvould get out ati pit l_)ormn; iDL
meaters down then walk across the landing about XD ram_s: nlmﬁg-m a strare left down an
incling whitel wa- ver stesp aboute SUD vards hamime again a1 the bottom to the leit into the
hottomr partine whitch coeudd Bob! Two dmevs ol caal shoar 20 oot ngh 1Y 1nst wide 1hreu
the parting for ahont 10U varrds i e i headine sbaiaht on tor abont HUGO yvards undill von
came to the dump parting whiteh was cafled becange i was the dimup #od wers The rmeys
of dianite wonld e filled from the convevor Belt It was noain the same laght and whith, vou
would then Lum to the Hpht down the ti* eate toad whitch went in tor about SU6 vards bl
vor eameto the hard heding bt buel by the s oo fpsed poli ke Hie best Bine wallied
106 vatrds 1o the 431 eate road tam left off the i wite moad and walk aboute tout vards 1
the 31 gate unitll vour s 1o the right tor aboute 300 vards and then you would come to e

Gl coal tace whitch was going sn mby all the mne |
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short story that happend tn ilie carm

gy the carit on affemoon shift at abonte 2 4t | no wet notes M the carn . anvwvay we were
waretng ta oo up the pif when the enal stopped-being risen but 48 we walted The sateq level
pres arobeed ol teeb | fadel ae Tanmd ond i e s Badsiepped worlang i the kil
davicl by 345 3 was nealvy ue to oui shios . so i was decided that the men would basve 1o
walk throu the beading throu i e ocean begdiig ro aer ap the pit there | we all shanted ol
throu the acean st Flie e oveimsae el D s Lot b b hedis ilie Obcdet Test oo it
Besthonad = o far geadble alaE b 1OE S ¢ 0 218 e sl g atame b e axbere he s bt phe
heacdiup 1 pars had soueased 0 wuch thal e wottld have ool S0k s e ant acarer ihe
ocean . the heading ol worst becouse [he ocean had not maintamed thever side of the
heading whith our help sver the oas pipl and water we managed 1o get dat to the ocean . 11
was abente | o0 by this rime . the night shitt an the neean side could not el over us
sontcne g fhe ot s v weie ol cerkine i s seean dhies et theve ad bean
di=arter b the cn o lanp et abne Gr ares i yTer that the heading sol more
maintaimance done 3 0 because of the ltouble we Hatl oetting dar 1seone gllso the puainps

were better | 3o that it wonld ot happen aoati 1 wais 50 easy 1o o) e s St D ol congid

have heah o ol worst .

PHE AR AT PHATY TINE GNLY HAD ONE WAY OUT THATS WHY I'HE
HEALNNG WS iRy Five S VHE MEN COVLDY HAVE AT L EAST l'\-\i( ) A A S N
MEN CAN REFUSE TCH GO Y asan thie bEe ik tiik b BN ol o oidl AWa s titig

(ST S Sl BT AR R A

UARW COULLERT ¢ OUEAN § Gd PLIREHS T coal FACE O BE

Wtk 1O UTHE BO T PORE LEVEL CF FHE Gl B DEG SEAR TTPCANT SILIE

Ity the cgue s hiteh sos donhle decked 1o hinled st men botom cawe and fop cade thraiie the
tan atr coors an suriace decend slower than the cavg alont D30 meater o oet odll ar pir

bottom walk ahout tandine 101 vards | dawa an mching 300 vards past the (2 supnl read
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o two air doors past G2 main heading | e Hivou two maore e dooes ander conveyor past
the U=k supply read  troy Fao mere air doors ;)rutr) the i pate roadt whicho by then yon wonld
have pone UG ards der the convevor of Lid throu two mere air doors inta the Ci6 supply
poited 200 vards arn vight into il ovin headino of he Cio sipply toad walk 100 vards mio the
Ve of the U THE fiathimst tace 10 be worked on the bottom level they allso worked (he

GO G G312 an the upper leve! the codin coent dowi to the TTTTANe 1 ioilie ap e Two Dits

all in Laden by

Fhe caenir worked the ipper aneand the lasver mne before shuting down [ Sk DG ok

hook 1o have a routh idexr as 10 were and how far worked for the serch tor coal | the neean

aillso worked b(;hil;d li)e_pﬁ .

A | W P 1 e I AR

My storv hegings on a wel cold winlers marping . fhe time 15 S am Df Mornins of kit

(962 v fird day at the pit my father whos a winer calls me and i oel up 0 oef diesi aod

down the staers e father hae allesdy made a cup of Tea as it is an ol cnstan o line - Tie

has dane it <o ottt o thie g it = o e he pafh and walk Togeathiers 1o the pit when
Wie feeactt i 4 v Ehier ooy s T vk bl Lo =@l son 1 shattsee vone ths

atternoon . the cssnn we paifesd i Becaise my mther b 1o sheee andt on HP‘H’H}'\"H"&V o
anonther collery | Decanse the one hepnesto hipsant aof a heao] Baths aiv sy s Taue Los
wie 1o A= and report torthiedon o the B o ieelksama ol the bovs i ke e are SLaiHae
the =atne diay we-have a-tatk and 4 Lot Bo tooeather the butferflys e the stmck iRy s
to show no-one-will adinit they sar tiem tuish our fag aned wlliod it e Gave abolt 14
men antop and [4 men belev the Bk s s 2nocks T stonai sl pulls the Keps gway |, and
we skt o deceid slow al tiesr bt somn prcks i cpesdd on i bl s sieinneR e g Vo
 then the cage slowes down as it lands on pit hotten il parw as workine the £ toat 9

seam its halt wav rown the shatt so theas diaw bridees come down | 80 thar vou can walk o

on pit hortow . then we report fo the departy of the naal tace for our orders for the dayv

the rest of the story is covered in eafver story 50+ wout bore yov
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14 first place to work as a bov ot 15, worked whith BOB WALSH the man , TREVI

JAMES same age as me  drivide supplivs into the I'ld coallace |

[iome my coaltace mining whith Gk lide X Lon the coaltace

S P E

Habitia trom ditteail coatbaes ae o by k) sl et g eaulal o), 8 as Hith eHrieram

7 ™
peaple all of the tine

| } (IR I R T I T ¥ 1 O L

i1 plounh tace worked 1 the =<lable oal sigths Dtk Dravis | bones 1 P EATH
CFACEAY L COLIN L AMER Fand DU E P IS | Hinges [ ok mysedt
(110 coal heading whith FREAL DAVIS [ stampy | and LES JOHN | driving a ceal heading
foar a @1 W4l

"4

)

12 hard heading sohith tRER 0 Tl s | spaur |

Ui eoal drivaneg 1o 1911 4 New coaltace worlked nn ecaallace 45 well

C14 was onine as well by now along sifde the t )
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BALE. 1O THE CXCEAN TN 196 SHUT THE CARN DO

/"\
o plouai tace back o hobling aoain no regilal place
131 plough face was goiiig i well
Lid dise tace worked the suppiv heading b L BROWN iR O BRIAM | LES
PlLiLiH |, pdns ofliere obs
Ui dise tace whith B T b opushing the oale hesad atier the dise cape m wotrked the
jov loader in the acvance dos ane piug oihers inhs |
(34 worked the advance dnvage @ nith LES PLiH  waar i PHI LIFS BARREIE
7y B Akl | osnnch |

1132 worked the pate heading—whith- the same uen bar BARRKIE swaped wlhath kil it
STAR ks
Laftreq |} iyl fasBigo o s it bese ol Gl Ee
A o the chaelks Tor 6 @ Hite sodih Plee s o ib e, e PEONEAS 5% alNR O I I B
captiii .
¢ oupper nine back ro inbling again no reonlnr tace ditferant jobs
vasiy Bl ehoeks schitth bt FEE S TIRFES D555 | BUsRY | then At terand inhs O daiie Taee
M3 worked whith NARE GREGO Y on the shocks and mshieg atid propiig Bashed

working 1987 .

=TI 184
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SHOET STORY WILL HAVE yOU THINKING AN PARVING SHOY .

Liai was knocking the front door of mmmber 20 mailwav 1o iy and gel awvn up: tor work i
was 3 43 am on 4 wet mondav moming . in the end he shouted throu the letter box and conlel

see owyvn coming dowa the sraers pulling his shirt on the same time .

[ be there now he shouted to dai wont be lang whith that lie apened the door . and swyn

handed dai his tomimy box amnd towel rolled up . come on man what held von up | to mioeh

bear last night or what . dai said . gwvn reslighed | ne o hid 4 voad niphit whith the misses |

she was red hot last night hur bov was woas i1 woati it

Whith tha! thes set orr thes went ap 1o the pit the wind was blowing hard apainst thever
chests so they walked up david street 1o the pil canteen Jights woulel be <een ot He teags ol thye

streel .men would be walking whith them as the dav shitt woke up ,

Teihey were blowing and puthing thran the wind and it . and because the two of them must
have had Adugr thevas swarbinns af e pit ter e b 9 cege v ar the enal taee | il

mastly tgasatherr as they Were ahoidi the watiie 1ae

Diai- said to gwya i gel the 1ea th vou Hind a seat | ok owva epliohed as be saf be o (e
other munets and waited tor dai to-come back whithi the tea . dai came hack and sal dowi1ad
awyve olfered him a wooadbine well bova dai said . 1+ wonder whats hean done over the
weekend in aur stent | not a ot owvn replved , it i knew better they have lelt it up o s 1o
S0t out | expect |

Saying that was because dat atidl pwviis pice an 1he enal tace wasd the ronphest beecange ot

afatdr sining thou tie seam . and e root eondisions was notelever at the Best of nes

Anvway ithey went into the pit head bathes to change info therer work clothe.  clean end 1o
undress and dirty end fo dress info Thever pit clothes then: were it the e row of lockers |

so wered thevertockers Togeather imare or lesg ihey had tep lockers bt did apot mind ihem |

Up the famp rapm steeps 1o ek up thever lanips thea down by the pit head for thever last
woodbine betore gaing down the pit . standitie in the quue readv to go down they all had to

be down by 7 am or else

I'he | ayman's Guide page 9




Il Cince down the pit they went to the fireman tor them 1ol be checked in and have Hieser oners

for the dav , jim the fireman said to them | fhe faull has bean borrd over the weekend | o ilic

disc can oo under , hit wateh the roof its none to clever ,ok dai said . and olt thev wenl wilo

the riiine .

| Gwwn and dai was sekoot mates and then went o the pit toaeathere _ thev had worked whith

each othere off and on oy ile Bl 20 céars in pit o they Rnes sued ather=s habits all 50 well

{1at was the smallest he was 5 fool 6 inches then and solid .owvn to bl @ bt talley Dt b had

aiol more wheaht in the nidle part mostly big conld werk like a kobe horse |

In they walked tor miles it was ahonte 2 miles inio the coal face the (56 was a long way row

F | pit bortom they had coute up whith a few ofhere men as they walked | but the callerv was
' mnning to good as it was a monday morning and the after efects of the wreekend . was

showing on a few of them . all whith thever rsasons .

BS’ the time dal and awvn par m the tace they wens medy tar a sir clown . bt dit smid 1o

owyn . lets peb gt ot 10 the =tept o oonp e have live belote we Stan bt 1potinwerd

behind gwyn said nothing they bent under the rippings . and started maveing 1p throu the

chocks , thev werein the middle of the face working and had 41) chocks in which to turn over

after the disc went past .

After a while they got some tools off the bar , whitch was a shovel sledge and a mandrel |

el went up o the tanlr | 1o see what had bean bored and fired | and
the mof betwesn the chocks and 1he Jaes Wan janeine bl ihere Was ennuth mom |, tor the
eared Jthey waoilld nof Itave! on the

disc to go past , but the stones on the far side had 1o b ¢

|
— l thats ali they nevdod
| e the tace could stalt .

panzer under the disc , so that was wat had 10 be cleared , bretor

i : Eill and john in the next stent came down to help and before long the stones had bean cleared

3 ' from the tace side the panzer could move How .

| You could tell the disc had started dow the 1ace by ihe dusi comeing down .
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After the dise haa passed them they turied thever chocks and the face was able 10 nrodnes
coal . bur the tault wonld have 1o he horedd apain betore the disc wonld be able to come back

up dgaiii

A1 the end of the shitl . dai and pwyn , walked the headiing back 1o bt boltom . ance up ihi

pit a quick shiewer and then home .

Bill and ewvn met at the local workmens club that night for 4 ptuf aid a same of cards or
darts who ever tancead themn |, as it tyms ol it was daits | a giiel diink and char , mostly

about the pit as usual .

(here was a meenng aborl o ta pay off comeihions off the ip o lonidnn ol the band
contest . every vear the hovs woild have 4 weekend i londen and go fo tohe hrass band
compitision at the albent hall hopeing that one vear a welsh band wonid win . but 11 was the
likes of black dyke or manchester co op or brighonse rosdick . was likely fo win , but it was

worth the trip to hear them , ———
They stoped at the same hatel every vear the 1oval hotel in rustle squre

Dai wag to pav 15 this week | az he had woon fhe toie i conded mianaae s bt by the end ol

the vear dhey wouded Ly e the cane a8 vebal
Enonuth tor beer and presaits tor the family and a good weekend o Hie valles

I'hev had a counie of pints then stanted home for thever houses , dat and ewvn had lved i

the same sireet all thever lives nothing much had changed over the vears .

The nest dav down the pit gwvn asked dat to lieip pui choge sticks over the chock as the
coal seam had enne hinher  naw that the taull had wotked down the thee fRker ae they din

then & stone came down and eaule dai on the heac he bad a nasty eash Andd owvi iold hing fo
g0 aul and eel i sliched as 11 was comemg o the end ol (he BTt L owyn wenid ot whith hin

jest in case something happened

Thev oot up ihe pit and dat went down fo fhe fst aid ooty by the side of the bathies aned ihe
first aid man joe . iold b 0 was hespiial Tor w20 L phioned for an gihinlanes ana (i
soon arived to fake him . owvn wenl along a= well bat had bathed by the fune | =0 he ok

charee of dai dai was sill in his working clorhes
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Down the liospital which wag % miles down e valley i brigend casolv was qpiel so he went
strate in 5 stiches and a tetanus and home again . but gwyn had o helpoda to shower .

hecause ot dais head was straped up ,

Finaflv they oot home and swen shomted to hig wite and she joted him to take das dowan He

streel .

Dais wite was putting dinner up when he walked 1 , and she dinped ihe cno whiteh 3he was

holding at the site of dai bandaged up .

What have vou done bove love she shauted and dat replished owvn pol nasty wiith me

dawn the pir . whith that thev ail fanehen as the fesston aol o the acedeit

Well gwyn said o dal 4 few weeks off Tor yvou it 15 now | ah pat said the compo 1 gess , ill

have to go down the surgury tonight tor a paper

And so she did and give her pain Killers and a paper for a fortnight 50 dal was on conipo ot

a while

Nar contd plav a gaod came ol paphy | Bt was oul of the quesiion on the saterday up the
reck | he wags given 1he !nh as tea bav i the pavilion whith the old boyvs the sond Sipnoviss
of bthe local rugby team . this week blaen was plaving a teain from over fhe valley nanty a
iocal blood bath as they could sav .and this it turned out to be . and gess who liad a hlack eve

and a kick i the leg vou gessed owvn
They took him o1 and cleaned hinn vp thatwas the end of the mighy game for awvn ,

What a sight ta see dai banaged up and awvn Whith iz black eve And hmping ali the bovs

langhed when they walked i,

Gwvri could not get aut of bed the ned day sumday as his leg had swollen up i bed |, so ihe
doc was called to ser hyim he came after a cup ol Tea in the kitchine whith owyns wite e
came into the bedrmom and said to gwvyn . vou had to pick on the bigoest biger from aanty
dicdnt vou . ah said owvn e 12l on me tike a ton of bricks . the doc sald void can not Work

like this so it was on ihe patnkillers and a week ofl tor ewvn

Bv tsedav ot the iollowing week dais bandage was =0 dirtv looking he hiad to 20 1o the pir

tor joe the tfirst aid iman o redress it and of conise gwvn had o linhbie up the pit whirth b s
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eve by now was hlack and vellow comler and hie had a siek 1o help bome e ol ot Lieedy

laughing when they walked in |

Joe s what we have hear i1s the walkine wounded | lie redivsen dats head and give crean
for owvi o pul on his les aivt 0ft they wenil est as they oot by the pit head gates | e

manager pulled up i s car and wound e sandow down

Mr clark said 1o them vou two jook a fine mess what bave you bean up ic Ihev old bim and
iie had a good laugh and said berween pigples ab least ven Bwo are senming and nol puilng

it an like seme of them .,

A couple of weeks fater dat and gwvn were back at iite coal lace Al by now the taull had
worked its wav down the tace so the condisions were much better and easver DUl as mosl
times they were iransfered 1o a heading on an other coal tace to get it ready for another coal
tace . dai and ewvn bad done this werk betom hui after so jong off headinos i was o lai
harder ol they pol mto the siinde of thipes ting they done and oot nsto the harder

WOrk tii s inie

Ky gnw e Innodon e aas comems Bpaid gwyn satd o da beflel boak our rest daves Lo
tridav and monday soon tor our p ver said dat spiime betwean the backo qucis out 1 liope
we can ger them said dal .ewvn said i will be lukeing moiday off anvway aifer whal we
drink in londen phg the taveling | dai replighed 1 hope my stoneham fills 16 pils a seal
whith the hovs this vear , awvn said .i dont see why not he has enaith he had enouth from

the pub he wont miss 1,

My stoneham was the tacal landlord of the local pubk . he allso worked as o windetr waii W 1o
the: carn mehis resiiir se b conded e e b e weet] anal bt bl o e 20 1hE T W

the lads |
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PARTING SHe T DERICKS HARDEST 3O IN HIS 20 v EAKS

Vot mav well ask whiteh b underground . i think was the hadest | well the Uil cenifes 1oad

wotild fake a lot of beating for hard werk and sweat
' L
i shail decribe it to vou , and draw a dige on the page to show vou roughlv .

I'o start whith it was a 14 toot heading on 1% inch wooden blocks the rppings were al least 2
toot thick 1t wasx called the ceanre toad Peoatse iF ans i the middle of the ¢ plonph ace
al the tumie the (] was the tirst power [opdina b 10 i by 5811 used three headines (o

make sure tar =atts

Anvway the rippings would be firered and then had to be shoveled into packs each sides o

the heading the packs where * vards long boath sides 1o vake all the rippines

it would be a double shot of abotd & Tool (RSTANCe 6 B0 P Jp . that 3 The disstance the

enal face wotlla imove every dav 1o ael (8 norm tor the wages

ot men each side of the heading to 11l the packs each side then the Pwo rings were put up

After clearing all the muck and stones which beleve me was a great amount .

[t was by tar the hardest heading i ever worked on bul it was nol iy reatilar place of wark

BT s 1 st woas e hardest plaee i bave been on to work .that was in the carn collery |

THIE END OF DERICES STORY
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