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F-rom:
To:

Subject:
Date:

"Ellis, John" <ellisjs@umflint.edu>
<wngga@,comcast.net>
FW: The Slry is the limit
Tue"27 Jan 2004 13:21:52 -0500

From: Ellis, John
Sent: Tue !/2'1/2004 1:26 PM

To: Kara Lewis,' Sheila Day Pepper; Robert Hughes; Gerri Parry; Janet
BrJ-ggs
Srrh-ianl-. Rtr. The Skrz is fhe Iimituuv lseL rrrv vr:Y fu

Your emait has good timing! In recent email correspondence with Jan
Briqgs, we both agreed that NAFOW Orl-ando 2005 provides a great
opportunity to host an "intergenerational event" and pick up some
momentum with the Yorith lnitiat,ive Committee. We both feel. that new
and innovatj-ve events and programming aimed at fami}ies and "under
30s" should be a biq part of that NAFOW.

To confine my conments Lo NAFOW and Orlando in particular (I think
Buffalo already has a slate of youth activities planned), f suggest we

think in terms of devel-oping one or two youth related projects for
NAFOW and plan to implement the first in 2005. f envision these as
mu,l-tifaceted events focused on a theme that carries throughout the
festival- weekend.

To bralnstorm. two ideas that occurred to me are a "Castles and
Dragons" project {focusing on medieval- Wales) and a "Welsh folk
village" project (focusing on folk traditions. fol-k tales and l-ore and
rural l-ife) - I thi-nk both of these themes have alot of potential
attraction for younger audj-ences (both kids, young adults and adults
with famil-ies) and coul-d generate excitement. Once such projects are
developed, they have the advantage of establishing a template so that
1- hev n:n l're mnre nr I ess roneal-ed in frrf trro \za:I'S.urrvy eqlr lsuulv fvur

The medieval theme coul-d incorporate a variety of events in a
designated "medieval- room'r. For example:

-A substantiaL col-fection of Playmobj-le medieval- plalTsets (see
ww,playmobil.com/index.html-) <l.r;P:, 'i-r:';: .?ley:-1,ri'ii:?l?rr,/-rn+e4,i:r.;ni))
could provide the focus of a medieval room opened throughout much of
the weekend. This coufd be supplemented with coloring book tlpe
materiafs and crafts focusing on medieva] Welsh themes. We night
purchase some costumes (helmets, wimples, ect) for kids to play dress
up. We could extend an invitation to all- the kids resident in the
frttet to play in the room. I think this would be easy to implement
and staffing requirements woul-d be low.

-It woufd require a bit more work, but decorating the room like a
castl-e (painted scenery) and perhaps a few interpretive exhibits on
Welsh medieval history woul-d certainly add to the room and its
educational value. Perhaps we could recruit a focal school or college
to l-end a hand. Perhaps the Wales Tourist Board could be of some
assistance (posters, displays, brochures, ect. focusing on castles,



- We m1-ght have a medievaf version of chi-l-dren's games, or a medieval
themed introduction to the welsh languaqe class for kids.

-At different times in the medieval- room during the weekend, we might
scheclule entert-ainment or a seminar. Not alf of these would have t-o

be kid focused. A professional storyteller could tel] tales from the
medievaf Mabino_qion or the legends of Owain Glyndwr. Someone from the
Wales Tourist Board might be cafted upon to do a presentati-on on

tour.ing Wel-sh castl-es and we might set up a seminar or two on sublects
related to medieval Wal-es. This could be supplement.ed with volunteers
reading children's story books focusing on Welsh medievaf legend
(there are several of these availabl-e).

-we might enlist a local- branch of the society for creative
Anachronism (a medieval historical reenactment society) to visit in
costume and qive a demonstration'

I am sure there are other possibilities for this theme. The "Welsh
fofk village" theme could work the same way' with a designated space
sui-tably decorated j-n which a variety of activities coufd take p1ace.
For example, at different times durlng the festival we could recreate
the traditions of Calan Gaef, Calan Mai, the Mari Lwyd, ect at
different times during the festival (we would need volunteers for
this) . A professional storyteller could be called on to tel-l-
folktales and storybooks on the theme coul-d also be read by
volunteers. We might get a folk singer or harpist (not a headliner)
to entertain at different times. Traditionaf Welsh cooking might play
a part somehow. When I was at Green Mountain, we had alot of interest
in Welsh farm animal breeds- perhaps there is someway to i-ncorporate
this (perhaps a seminar if not a petting zoo!) Perhaps we could get
St. Fagan's Museum of Wefsh Life to play a role-
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From: Kara Lewis lmailto: kiertisG:: , o. edu]
Sent: Tue 1/27/2004 12:22 PM

To: SheiIa Day Pepper,'Robert Hughes; Ell-is' John; Gerri Parry; Janet
Brrggs
Srrhi cnf . Tho Skrr is the limitvsv I veL

Annwrr'l arrfaiI"l in* y j --**r*Jnt

As the National approaches, it is time for us to set some ideas in
motion.

)From Johns email, it might be good to create some kind of package
(which could go on the website) for We]sh societies to he]p them
invo]ve their local vouth.

How about a press rel-ease? lrle could get it in Ninnau, do something in
Yr Enfys, and then send it to local societies to put in their
newsletters -

lqlhat about a website? We can either do that here at Rro, or can
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someone do it at WNGGA HQ? f have a great
on our exchange who is an expert on these
invoLved to create something appealing to

What activities can we do this year? Fol-k
see Johns suggestions above.

student who went to Wales
l-hinaq r^ro -^rrld aal- l-r'im
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a younger audience.

Dancing,/WeJ-sh pop music. .

Are we allowed to invite other peopfe onto the conmittee? There i-s a
lady who is VP of the Pittsburgh St David's Soc who I think would be
good. I suppose we coul-d have regj-onal- contacts...

Do we have a logo? Maybe we could run a design the logo
namnaf i l-i an

f am afso keen to develop

Pl-ease respond with ideas.
we r I I n-mo rrn uri_lft |

How many of us will be at

Kara

Kara Lewis
Cyf arwyddwrai g/ Dire ctor
Canolfan Madog Center
Prifysgol Rio Grande
IlniversiJ-v of Rio Grande

www. rio. edu/madog
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the NAASWCH conference?
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