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Seturdavy June lst 1974
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Yr w.Greenway
G ¢ ve
Bayside.N.Y.11361

Names and addresses of trustee's and a little historv of
the Dewlnnlng o1 the UGymanfa Ganujare enclosed,

Bill I have been thinking if vou could condense the many
points that were covered at the meeting,i:e the raising B money,
the sale oi programs{(with hvrns printed there in)in place or
selling hymnals,luncheon,medallion,etc,these points could be raised
at the ocaturday trustee's mesting,the reason 1 say caturday is,the
old adage of divide and conguer will have taken place by then,the
team of - John Martin and Lewis deard will be broken,but con't
be surprised if Mr Gwynn larri and Bdwards team up.

5

There is no reason in the world that N,Y,should'nt be the
pest convention )tt,WLth you ﬁt the helm and a zood committe which
vou seew to have behinc vou.ld self ond Owen Hoberts and Gwynne
rarri are pretty much in accord m1th vour plans as now formulated,
but again I repeat don't be survprised if G.r.falling in line with
L.idwards,

vell Bill your hospitality and courteies over the week end
will alway's be remembered,thanks a million,

Jincerely

Jack /eadows.



BRIEF HISTORY OF N.G.G.A. - = 1929 - 1959

By Geo. D. Rees, Chicago - -

During the summer of 1929 the then President and Secretary respec-—
tively of the St. David's Society of Youngstown, Ohio, W. E. Lewis and
David J. Lewis, conceived the idea of an over Sunday excursion to Niagara
Falls and a Gymanfa Ganu as a feature of the Society's activities. Came
the day, Labor Day Sunday, September lst, 1929, when some 1400 from the
Western Reserve and about 1000 others from scattered points gathered on
Goat Island, Niagara Falls, and raised their voices in songs of praise. This
was the beginning of the National Gymanfa Ganu Association. The thought
immediately took root and through the efforts of THE DRUID and W. B, Jones,
N.G.G.A, Treasurer, assisted by Cymric friends of Rochester, Buffalo, Niagara
Falls, Hamilton, Toronto, London and other points, successful Gymanfas were
held at the First Presbyterian Church, Niagara Falls, each succeeding year.

May this institution so carefully nurtured in its infancy continue to
grow and become the outstanding Welsh event every year., Long live the
NoG.G.A. Who shall gainsay its benefits, not only in the direct spirit-
ual sense but as a means to that end, and through the medium of Welsh-
American cultural growth.

NATIONAL GYMANFA GANU PLACES AND PRESIDENTS

GYMANFA YEAR PLACE PRESIDENT

First 1929 Niagara Falls, N. Y. = Wm. E., Lewis, Youngstown, O.
Second 1930 Niagara Falls, N, Y. Wm. E. Lewis, Youngstown, O.
Third 1931 Niagara Falls, N. Y. . Wm. E. Lewis, Youngstown, O,
Fourth 1932 Niagara Falls, N. Y, James Attwood, Youngstown, O.
Fifth 1933 Chicago, Ill. .. . .Geo. Do Rees, Chicago, Ill,
Sixth 1934  Cleveland, Ohio Edward Blythin, Cleveland, O.
Seventh 1935 Youngstown, Ohio .. = . E. B, Williams, Youngstown, O.
Eighth 1936  Atlantic City, N. J. Dr. John H, Evans, Chicago, Ill.
Ninth 1937 Johnstown, Pa. Dr. John H. Evans, Chicago, Ill.
Tenth 1938.- Pittsburgh, Pa. - George Hopkins

Eleventh 1939-- Buffalo; N. Y. Caradoc Ellisg, Johnstown, Pa.
Twelfth 1940  Detroit, Mich, Caradoc Ellis, Johnstown, Pa.
Thirteenth 1941  New Castle, Pa. Caradoc Ellis, Johnstown, Pa.
Fourteenth 1942  Utica, N. Y. Henry T. Jones, New Castle, Pa,
Fifteenth 1946  Akron, Ohio ~ Henry T. Jones, New Castle, Pa.
Sixteenth 1947  Akron, Ohio - Henry T. Jones, New Castle, Pa.,
Seventeenth 1948  Detroit, Mich. Henry T. Jones, New Castle, Pa.
Eighteenth 1949  Salt Lake City, Utah Henry T. Jones, New Castle, Pa.
Nineteenth 1950 Canton, Ohio Allen Thomas, Ferndale, Mich,
Twentieth 1951 Milwaukee, Wis. Allen Thomas, Ferndale, Mich,
Twenty-first 1952  Columbus, Ohio Allen Thomas, Ferndale, Mich,
Twenty-second 1953 Rochester, N. Y. Allen Thomas, Ferndale, Mich,
Twenty-third 1954 Philadelphia, Pa. Henry T. Jones, New Castle, Pa.
Twenty-fourth 1955 Salt Lake City, Utah Henry T. Jones, New Castle, Pa.
Twenty-fifth 1956 Cleveland, Ohio Dr.M.D.Thomas, Salt Lake City
Twenty-sixth 1957 Washington, D. C. Dr.M.D.Thomas, Salt Lake City
Twenty-seventh 1958 Milwaukee, Wis, John G. Roberts, Cleveland, O.

Twenty-eighth 1959 Toronto, Canada John G, Roberts, Cleveland, O.




