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Dear l\ielson,

Here is the recommendation sheet i pncmised rvou.

First, I am ttf that other people ma,v disagree wrth this. But even flroug6
I freely adrnit.to being-a Mac partisan, I ari familiar with the r,vonAerr*if l)world of Windows, attd I am goinqto be as ohjective as possible. The fact
remains, however, that even with-Windor,vs g5 the Macis still simpier for
people tcr_leam to use. And there is virhrally no price difference any more
between intel machines (2s6 396, 4g6, pentium)'and comparable _*u"
fystems. And if itreaily becomes necessary you can run _us-nos and
Windows on the Mac. The only requirem*nt-is additional rnemory and a
piece of softr,vare.

I'm operating under the follo*ing assumptions:
a) You are interested in accomplishing rvour tasks in much less

time thal you arc norv spending
b) Your tasks consist mai1lf of turi-ting letterl producing

newsletters, doing mailings. tracking finaniiat intoniation
I* g, receipts and expendilures), and-generally keeping
track ot the rnembership

c) You are interested in sending and receir,.ing faxes
d) You are not interested in spending a lot ofiime leamirrg a

computer system
e) You are jntenested in havrng sorneone avaiiable to provide

lupport (or better let, not needing much support)
f) Y3u may be intercsted in e4pandirg into new'ur*u, vou have

been unal:ie to use hefore iuch asincluding profesiional
quality.drawings and pictures in newsletteis or using a
computer as a fax machine, answering rnachine, or -
speakelphone.

Th9 nght model Mac can answer all these requirements ans manv rxor€
without extt'a hardlvare needing to be purchased and jnstalled. All the
capahilities to meet these requGments are built in. And perhaps i'osr
igttpoftantly, ycu don't need io concem yourself with leiming a lot of
things about the machinery.
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I don,t irave a flrm idea of the amount of tnoney avaiiable to pr'ircilut?.u 
.

rnodern systenl io I'm gcring-to lecommend th-e least expensive Mac that

gives vou ail the aboveinciliren some. Total hardware is less tiran $2600'

Power Macintosh 7200 I 75

Eithen

gr

Power l-ser 105 KeYi:oard
GeoPort Telecom AdaPter
256K level-Z Cache

Microsoft Works

Hardware

Apple 15" MuitiPie Scan

\'lonitor
Sony Multiscan 15sf Monitor

Software

1699 00

499 00

529.00
49.9r

129.00
175.00

89 95

Either or the Monitors I',ve included wril be cK Both use sony TtiliT?n ,.
picture tui:es which arc Serleraiiv recognized as being the best available' If

price ls a ma,or.on.er,{there is a sligTrtly smaller Sony [L4") availabie at

$329 00.

This Mac is a brand-new rnodel and includes I Meg.Lrf R1{Y (t'vot'lang

***o,1). a 500 t*s harcl dnve (permanent storage) and a buiit-in cD-

ROM dnve. The CD-ROM is not'i becoming a standard Fiece of hardl'vare

for a number of reasons. The one that csncems us most is that as softwarc

becomes ever more sophisticateci it require: evtr more sFlce: I-just bqught

the new veruion of Excil and it came on L3 floPPy disks! 'A1l of this and

vastlvnlore can reside on 1 CD-ROM. They are aiso the onlypractical

;t i" rtor* tirge amouuts of data such as pictures {clip aft) An extra

feature of these?rives is ilrat the;r don't car-e what form the information is

in. Therefore, thelr also can play inr-rsic CDs while vou workl

Mict'osoft Works is what is knowl as an "integratgd,'qackaS: I1 coutains

a word processor (for letters, ner,vsietters, etc.), a data base (fr-rr keeping
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records, like those for memberc). and a spreadsheet (for replacing )iour
ledger)

Optional iterns that vr,'e discussed would include a LaserWriter.
Apple offers several at various pnces with the main difference heing speed,

These start at $899 for the laserWriter 4/600 PS {4 Fages per minute), and
include The Laser\rVriter Seiect 360 at $1299 (10 pages per minute), the
Select 360 wrth fax capability, and tire LaserWriter 16/600 at $2299 (17

pages per minute) Att give resolutions of 600 dots per inch ryhich means
ttral ttr-ey r,vill do a creditahle job of pnnting a photograph. There is also the
Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 5 MP at $1099 (6 pages per minute). An,v of these
will do a fine job.

Finaily, there is the scanner. This looks very much like a small copy
machine but r,,rihen it copies a document {text, picfure, whateved the coPy is
furned into numbers and sent to the computer. These are helpful for
entenng large amounts of data on paFer that you'd rather not have to type
in, The data is not perfect if it's text. There will be some cleanup and
correction necessary but the scanner is better than 95% accurate. Microtek
has the ScanMaker IIHR at $599.

A scanner is really not an essential part of the system at this point.

If you decide to go with the Mac, I may be able to scan rnemberuhip lists in
for you at schooi. The only hedge is that our scanners and software are
3 years old and consequently aren't the best anylnore. I can also suppV,u-c,u

with any and all training and support (all free of charge, of course),
whener.'er and wherever you need it.

If you have any further questions about this recommendation, dont
hesitate to call. (216-285-9621)

We'll see you in Flarrisburgll

Dave Williams
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