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From: huw.williams@,att.net
To: WNccA@comcast.net
Cc: huw.williams@worldnet.att.net (Huw Williams), williamsdal@hotmail.com (David

Williams), aupshall@upshall.net (Alan Upshall), roscym@iglide.net (Robert Roser),
shekenpep@sympatico.ca (Shelia Pepper), gbakerparry@aol.com (Gerry Parry), lowens-
whalen@telus.net (Lynn Owens-Whalen), ghowellsmurphy@cfl.rr.com (Trudy
Murphy), ammc@swbell.net (Ann McFerrin), klewis@rio.edu (Kara Lewis),
lewis@isunet.net (Ada Mae Lewis), kjones@cc.umanitoba.ca (Keith Jones),
meghjones@sympatico.ca (Geraint Jones), berwynjones@att.net (Berwyn Jones),
cwhclay@uslinknet (Connie Holt-Claypool), sbfunderburk@mindspring.com (Sally
Funderburk), edfield@rogers.com (Ed Field), buck@eisa.com (Myfanwy Davies),
h.m.davies@att.net (Hywel Davies), cullingwho@rogers.com (Betty Cullingworth),
naintaid@aol.com (Janet Briggs), rbaskwil@,bcpl.net (Richard Baslcwill)

Subject: Re: Future of the WNGGA (fwd)
Date: Wed.28 Jan 2004l7z5l:39 +0000

T^h^. ^- r,,^^ -ts:teri : r/er\/ r-omnlex-erJ snh-rer-l ancl not ,an F,as\/ one Lo resoIveuurtll. nD LyIIII Juougu a vurli uvrlr}J ' Juvjuuu

but never the fess do brinq it up in Peterborough. Huw
> I received the email below from a member today and thought it worth bringing
to
> the attention of the board of trustees. The points he brings up regarding the
> timing of the North American Festival of Wales, of course, are not new but are
> certainly worth continued consideration.

\ T ^'- r r., nnmni I i n^ nr^nCsal LnfOrmaL iOn {-rom rzari orrs notentlal VenUeS/ J orLr uuL j sriury evlLryrrrlrv yrvyvror vqlrvuo }rv

for
> 2006 and 2007. Might we consider changing the date of the NAFOW in one of
these

-^ ^-.narimanl? Parh:n< fhie iq <nmofhina r^ra n:n r{iqnrrqq in Anril in/ yedL D dD d]] c^yur - r ulrrqPr Lffrr ro rvfrrsLrrfrr\j rrr npr
> Dal-arl.rnrnrrnh ! vuYra.

> John Effis

> F- rom : el j :rr cs 5 Gmmm . com
> To: wnggaGcomcast-neL
> Srrh rer:t : Frrl rrre of the WNGGA

> Date: Tue, 21 Jan 2004 09:70:23 -0600

> Dr. Ellls,

) f'm a lifetime member of the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu Association and
> keenly interested in the fuLure of Lhe organtzaLion. Several years ago, T

) sent : sliaht-lrr shnrtFr \/ersiOn Ot Lhe fOllOwino email fo vorrr nredcccqqnr
) as he took office. I'm forwarding the core of the messaqe to you in an
> effort to bring to your attention the need for changing the date of the
> North American Festival of Wafes from Labor Day to mid-summer when the
> m: lnriirr nf lhc \/nlnd nennle whn rcnreqent fhe fUtUfe O[ Lhe WNGGA Cany vsrrY yvvyru

> attend. T acknowJedge that changing the date of such an imporLanL annua-L
> event represenLs a major break, although in my opinion a necessary break,
> with a tradition that goes back to 1929.

> "For many years I've been concerned about the fact that the Labor Day
) weekend over which the event is traditionally held each year excludes a
> great many families in both the United States and Canada, particularly
> younger famifies with chlfdren, who might attend if the event fell sometime
> during the summer break from school, from roughly mid-June to mid-Auqust.



By Labor Day, most families have taken their summer vacations and are
preparing their chifdren to return to school. As a result, many of the
\/Arrn- nennle rrc honc f n :ltract Lo the Festival and Nationaf Gymanf,a and t-oyvurrY yvvyru

membership in the WNGGA aren't able to aLtend due to the timing of the
event.

My wlfe and I have three children ages thirteen to nineteen and we'd love
TA incnrnor:te the trest.i va1 of Wafes, notably the NaLlonal- Gymanfa, inLo
our vacation plans each surnmer. If the Festival were held sometime between
m.id-June and mid-August, we believe many families, like ours' would plan
their summer vacations to coincide with the event.

The directive you mentioned in a recent newsfetter, that of 'maintaining
rnn nrnmnFinn arrr tnTatsh hcrif :ne Ln NorLh Amer jcar' is a subject dear toorru yr v'r'v

the heart of every Welsh American and Welsh Canadian. If our children and
ar:nrjnhildron ronrcqent t-he fulltra nf this orrraniz:l inn- then we need Lo do
':jlorluurrffv'err 

lvlr 'ev'vltt

orrorrrt-hinn in or'rr nnr^lor fn m:ke the Festival avaifable to these youngs v s r y ulrrrrY

people and their families. It fafls now to us to chart a realistic course
LL-r ,,:r I r.^^^ +hA mpmnr\/ of orrr Wef Sh angeSLOrS and their -LOve Of SOngLlld L w I Ll [ggl., Lf fs rrrsfttvr J v! vu '

alive and the fire burnlng on and on into the future. We owe it to those
who came before us, Lo the present qeneration of hymn sinqers, and to afl
frrtrrre .renerat ions to oive serious considerat-ion to changing Lhe date ot

vvrru!

the Festival of Wales.

Those glorious old Welsh hymns have been a powerful force in my daily -Life
f nr nrrar 1_ hi rtrz rzo:rq The 1nf2 j l inn lnrra nf f-halgL embOdied in them haS!vL vvur ur!f!Lf ysarr ulrlur LlrrY

formed the nucfeus of my personal faith. The hymns have given me courage,
soface, hope, and resolve/ and frequently, when the rest of the family is
away or when I am afone wiLh my LhoughLs in t-he wee hours, have helped me

re-Lonnect with those Loving voices, long departed, who cheer our hearts
once more.

My fervent wish is that the Festival of Wales/National GYmanfa will someday
be held during the mid-June to mid-August peak sulnmer vacation period so
thac as many young people and 1,heir famil-ies as possible can experience the
event. I betieve the future of our beloved National Gymanfa in North
America depends on this. May our cherished Welsh hymns, the mosL precious
gift of our common ancestry--Byrn Calfaria, Aberystwyth, Penpark, and a1f
I he 6''thers--orriclr- :ncl i nsni re rls as we look to a bright- future for the

Y ursu

WNGGA and the Festivaf of Wales. "

Congratulations, Dr. trflis, the very best of luck to you, and God bless.

Mn<1- (incorolrz :nd Rcqner-tfrrl Irz
'rtuvlvLl 

uuluLrJt

William Hugh James
7180 Foxboro Lane,
InJnnrlhrrrrr- Mi nnesOta 55125rYvvvvs! y,

( 6s1) t1g-tzat

I Original Yiew
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From: "Kara Lewis" <klewis@rio.edu>
To: <WNccA@comcast.net>

Subject: RE: Future of the WNGGA (ftvd)
Date: Wed.28 Jan 200416z17:23 -0500

Dear all,

r can see that this is an issue, and as Lynn points out, j-t is one where
solutions may themselves be as problematic. Natural Ly, this is an assue
cfose to my heart, what with our work at the University and with the youth
Initiative.

)From personal experience, some members of our Wefsh-crowd cannot come as
they are teachers. Whife other events could be organized at other times for
fami lies, Lhe NationaI Gymanfa/ NAFOW is the biggie.

Even though I cannot offer a sofution right now. f do believe that this
email presenLs a crucial point Lhat we need to discuss.

Kara

Kara Lewls
Cyf arwyddwr aig / D irector
Canoffan Madog Center
Prlfysgol Rio Grande
University of Rio Grande

www. rio . edu,/madoq

-----Ori ai n: l Moqq:na

Frorn: WIIGGAGqoqqast,ne! lmailto:WNGGAQqomcast.netl
Sent: Tuesday, January 21 , 2004 1:02 PM
To: Huw Wilfiams; Davld Williams; Alan Upshall; Robert Roser,. Shelia
Pepper; Gerry Parry,' Lynn owens-whafen; Trudy Murphy; Ann McFerrin; Kara
Lewis; Ada Mae Lewis; Keith Jones; Geraint Jones; Berwyn Jones; connie
Holt-Claypool; Sal1y Funderburk; Ed Fie.Ld; Myfanwy Davies; Hywel Davles;
Betty Cullingworth,' Janet Briggs; Richard Baskwilf
Subject: Future of the WNGGA (fwd)

T received the emaif below from a member today and thought jt worth bring-Lng
to the attention of the board of trustees. The points he brinqs up
regarding the timing of the North American Festivaf of Wafes, of course, are
not new but are certainly worth continued consideration.

f am currently compiling proposal information from various potent-ial venues
fot 2006 and 2007. Miqht we consider changing the date of the NAFOW in one
of these years as an experimenL? Perhaps Lhis is somelhinq we can discuss
in April in Peterborough.

John Elfis
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From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Keith Davies Jones <kj ones@,cc.UManitoba.CA>
Alan Upshall <aupshall@upshall.net>, Bob Roser <roscym@infi.net>, Richard Price
Baskwill <rbaskwil@bcpl.net>, Ann McFerrin <ammc@swbell.net>, Sheila Pepper
<shekenpep@sympatico.ca>o Elinor Bennett <elinor@elinorbennett.comlr Janet M
Briggs <naintaid@aol.com>, Connie Holt Claypool <cwhclay@uslink net>, Berwyn
Jones <berwynjones@att.net>, John S Ellis <ellisjs@umflint.edu>, Thomas Edward
Field <edfield@rogers.com>, Geraint Herbert Jones <Meghjones@sympatico.ca>, Lynn
Owens-Whalen <lowens-whalen@telus.r€tlr Gerri Baker Parry
<gbakerparry@aol.corllr Huw Seiriol Williams <huw.williams@att.net>, Martha A
Davies <cariad@the-spa. com>, John S Ellis <ellisj s@umfl int.edu>,
WNccA@comcast.net, Trudy Murphy <ghowellsmurphy@cfl.rr.com>, Sally
Funderburk <sbfunderburk@mindspring.com>, Kara Lewis <klewis@rio.edu>, Betty
Cullingworth <cullingwho@rogers.comlr Hywel Davies <h.m.davies@att.net>, Ada Mae
Lewis <lewis(@isunet.net>, buck@,eisa.com
NAFOW
Sat, 31 Jan200411:25:38 -0600

Out of date address book, sorry, I sent it
rnrl: for^i r^rronn:rlr-l roqqoq Hnno T h:rrc cnl
you are recejving Lhis again (and aqain) I

Dear Friends

to a few oF Ehe wrong people,
it afl sorled now. Sorry if

Have just spenl, an hour reading alf the e-mails LhaL arrived during the
woek- in snmewh:l ranrinm nrcler. nrnh:hlrz dttc ln Lhe CUf1.enL diSOfdef Onvvuvr!t

our servers caused by Lhe Russian worm. Hope everyone has their
security up to date.

The Liming of the trestival is a big issue that has gone round severaf
times, and indeed Lhere is no ready answer, Tn favour of leaving -Lu

where it is - there are obviously a lot of people whom this date suits,
l-horr a1_tend +-ho F-cel irr:l anel their numbef iS known. Ao:inst fhiS iS auuur vu I t

group of people who do not attend and might do so at a different time,
and their number is unknown. Some of those who do attend on the Labour
Day weekend might not be able to at another time, and their number is

also unknown. MathemaLically, an equation wit-h so many unknowns cannoL
be sofved without making a number of assumptions, which we have no data
ro supporr.

Of the oLher times that mighL be considered, earJy Auqust is not good,
as this woufd compete with the Nationaf Eisteddfod in Wafes. Obviously,
we woufd not have participation from organisations such as Cymru a'r Byd
at that time, Lhere woufd be -LiLL-Le support from Wales, and difficulty
with availability of artists, seminar speakers etc etc. A fot of people
from here want to go the Eisteddfod. The only suitable time would be in
early Ju1y. This would be at the same time as the Internatj-onaf
Eisteddfod in Lfangollen, but I don't think this would have very much
impacL. lt's worth thinking about, seriously. It would be a leap of
faith for sure.

Unfortunately, f don't think that the sofution to getting greater
^--+i^i^-+i^- €rnm \/Arrn^ar noan-l a i< l-rrz:nr/ ma:nq:q qimnla:q rparLrc-LpdL-Lorr rr *- .novlng

the date of NAFOW. Young people are in schoof, they are working at 2
iahq fn n:rr thoir r^r:\/ fhrnrroh .e11^-^ !L^-- ----- fn frrrzol tho.-Jr-Lege, rney wanl -..- y' are



pre-occupied with romantic matters, looking after their children,
qnandinc 1-imo r^r'itlr n:rant q nrandn:ranfq atc ofc Thirl_rz \/a^r<, Ylgrr.*rs _____ _r , ____ dgo,

when I was working 100 hours a week on-caff in the hospital, studying
when 1 coufd for professional exams and bringing up a young family on a
not too large income, I woufdn't have been at NAFOW either.

We have just concluded our Internationaf New Music Festivaf in Winnipeg
- \/cr\/ qrrccessfrrl nncc :o: in - wi th se\zFr^l maior: choral and orchesLra-L
premieres. At the f-Lnal concert last night, we had a rap group
performlng wlth the orchestra. You would thlnk something l-j-ke this would
attract a younger crowd, but it doesn't. There were quite a few young
peopfe for sure, they were there aff week, but the audience was as usuaf
nradnminrn1-l\7 m\' Adc:nj rrnwerj- a fai1 ngmbe1 Of them With Canes and

wal-kers (and they loved it) . Churches worry that their congregations
^"^!-"- +^ lrp nredomin:nl li; elderlrz l:r'lies with whiLe hair. "WhoDYgllt lrvwquoyD Lv ve pruuvrrLrlrqrrufj u

uri I I ranl:no I ham r^rhan f haru rra cnno?rr r^ro :qk :nrl f ho r^ri qo ronl rrL ulr Lqev vvv qr,:,

"More old ladies with white hair, of course".

r -- L -^h.. + l-h:f I hc I cncq jal If a][ llAPIJy LU Jse Lf rA L Llrs JysL
Rrrffalo will AnnArentlrr lre s:r-red. I
hainn lha 

^:qa 
in nanor:l

Keith

music in the Gymanfa sessions at
believe we should insist on that

I Origiqal Yicw
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From: Ada Mae Lewis <lewis@,isunet.net>
To: WNccA@,comcast.net

Subject: Re: Future of the WNGGA (fwd)
Date: Sat, 31 Jan 2004 12:19229 -0600

f'm certainly in favor of looklng at other weeks. One of the rather
-^^" 1rr rarnl-ra-q :l Crmrloi l_ h:q M:dan f-r^rrq Crmr:c- ; ^ -- ^ l ^*^-.!rec,u ra r Leacjlerb *- - -r-..-* jq -rs an e-Lemenrary
teacher and.Iaments that she is unabl-e to attend the NAFoW. Some of the
students at Cwrs Cl.mraeg are afso teachers and are back in school the
first week of August.

Sne:kino nf Cwrs Crmracc- :s imrr^r: ^* --^sident I would ask LhaLuyua^rlr\j vr vvvr r vyrLrrqvYr or flruLtsuldLY PoDL PLV.

rzotr arzoid comnetino wifh f-wrs (lrmr:cc- rrsrr:IIrr hefd one of the fast 2Jvu u

weeks in July. We are not able to be more specific than that because
sometimes the smaff colleqes where the cwrs is held only has one of the
r^rackq nncn f Wc ^^mn^+-a t^ril h cnorf s c;mns \ As --^'- r-- ^-- ^ t^if nUmbefvvcsNr vpsrr. \vvC UUltLlJgLg wILIL DPvLur ualtttJr./ nr yUU [l]UW, d Id-

nf ncnnlc who :tf cncl (lwrs Crrmr;en ^ l 
qn :ttcnd the NAtroW. Just tnyvvYl'.,'*"Y

'I iI r^rnrr16] he oond fn arrnid cnmnotinn wiI,h other We-Lsh events inYvL'v r e I t

the USA.

1'm sure that BeLh Landmesser (unsure of spelling) would feel Lhe same
about Welsh HeriLage Week. f cannoL Lell you how Lhey selecL Lhe daLes,
but it often coincides with Cwrs Cymraeg although we try to avoid that.

Ada Mae
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From:
To:

Subject:
Date:

Berwyn Jones <berwynj ones@att.net>
KeithDavies Jones <kjones@cc.UManitoba.CA>, Alan Upshall <aupshall@upshall.net>,

Bob Roser <roscym@infi.net>, Richard Price Baskwill <rbaskwil@bcpl.net>, Ann

McFerrin <ammc@swbell.net>, Sheila Pepper <shekenpep@sympatico.ca>, Elinor
Bennett <elinor@elinorbennett.com>, Janet M Briggs <naintaid@aol.com>, Connie Holt
Claypool <cwnclay@uslinlcnet>, John S Ellis <ellisjs@umflint.edu>, Thomas Edward
Field <edfield@rogers.corllr Geraint Herbert Jones <Megh.jones@sympatico.ca>, Lynn
Owens-Whalen <lowens-whalen@telus.net), Gerri Baker Parry
<gbakerparry@aol.com)r Huw Seiriol Wiltiams <huw.williams@att.net>, Martha A
Davies <cariad@the-spa.com>, John s Ellis <ellisjs@umflint.edu>,
<wNccA@comcast.net>, Trudy Murphy <ghowellsmurphy@cfl.rr.com>, sally
Funderburk.rbfrroderburk@mindspring.com>, Kara Lewis <klewis@rio.edu>, BetF
Cullingworth <cullingwho@rogers.comlr Hywel Davies <h.m.davies@att.net>, Ada Mae

Lewis <lewis@isunet.net>, <buck@,eisa.com>
Re: NAFOW
Sun.01 Feb 2004 10257:46 -0500

One way to assist in answering the unknowns: ASK THEM! Let's find out how

many people with children say they would come if the Festivaf were in the
summer. Afso how many of our present attendees would be unable to come

earlier.

Surely we can find a sunmer week that does not conflict with the Nationaf or
the Internattonal, although I can't believe that a lot of us go to the
international.

Retired people (a huge part of out current attendance) are just as availabfe
in July as in in September -- maybe more so. I wonder if we couLd work out a

qrandparents - grandchildren's program based on tafes of the old days,
buifding photo albums, family story books, old time skilfs and crafts, etc.
Elderhostel has several successful programs of this type'

A disadvantage not yet considered is that hotels will not be as eager to
give us good rates in july as on Labor Day weekend, when convention travel
is at a fow Point.

Berwyn

[ @eind View
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From:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Date:

Lynn Owens-Whalen <lowens-whalen@telus.net>
WNGGA@comcast.net
Huw Williams <huw.williams@worldnet.att.net), David Williams
<williamsdal@hotmail.com>, Alan Upshall <aupshall@upshall.net>, Robert Roser
<roscym@iglide.net>, Shelia Pepper <shekenpep@sympatico.ca>, Gerry Parry
<gbakerparry@aol.corllr Trudy Murphy <ghowellsmurphy@cfl.rr.com>, Ann
McFerrin <ammc@swbell.net>n Kara Lewis <klewis@rio.edu>, Ada Mae Lewis
<lewis@isunet.net>, Keith Jones <kjones@cc.umanitoba.ca>, Geraint Jones
<megh.jones@sympatico.ca>, Berwyn Jones <berwynjones@att.net>, Connie Holt-
Claypool <cwhclay@uslinknet>, Sally Funderburk <sbfunderburk@mindspring.cofr)r
Ed Field <edfield@rogers.com>, Myfanwy Davies <buck@eiSr.corn)r Hywel Davies
<h.m.davies@att.net>, Betty Cullingworth <cullingwho@rog€rs.corllr Janet Briggs
<naintaid@aol.comlr Richard Baskwill <rbaslcwil@bcpl.net>
Re: Future of the WNGGA (fiild)
Tae, 27 Jan 2004 22:41259 -0800

Mr. James has written a wonderful fetter and it is very encouraging that there
is qrrr-h n:sqinn for Wales and fOf the work of the WNGCA. Mrr resnrlnqc is nnc nf'. .,f

hnna l.r,rt- :1cn ang Of fruStratiOn. TO be hOneSt, there wif I never be a
satisfactory time for the North American Festival
of Wales. This matter has been talked about, reviewed, dlscussed and surveyed
at feast twice in the fast dozen years and every time it is obvious that there
ic n^ ann^ |jma that will meet the needs of all of our members. The Labour Day
-.'^aL n^n i - f L^ anl rr nnmmnn hnl I l--- ^^*^ i^Wce[ ellu fJ LlIc v]rfj rrvrfqqy Vqrldud

and the United States other than Christmas and Easter. Even school holidays
vary from staLe Lo staLe and province Lo province. It if occurs in the middle
of the sunimer then summer camps and longer vacations are often in the way. And
so the list goes. I am not so much reacting
to when the Festival is held but rather the frustration of my experience that
there ls no sofution.

This is why T am strongly in favour of the WNGGA promoting more that one evenh
where we celebrate and promote Wal-es and its' cufture. There is no reason in
the world why, in the future, we cannol continue the NAFOW however it evofves
(and it ls evofving as we speak) and at the

r*^ L^--^ /ooq nn lrr\ f:mi I rr r^raakondq fnl k f a<t-irr:l c lalal -L' 1--^'.-^^JdlLre Lflrry rldvs \ -y-. vLL+J L LvrJ- ,,-,511 _Ldf tgudgt)
festival-s or other activities at other times of the year. We have moved to this
AwFreness and mri rrndorqi- :ndi nc ig that We a1. e On tho crrt I inn adnc nF In'i nc irrq1-vr vvarlv JuoL
that. The creation of the Youth Initiative
CommiLLee and the two year appoint-ment of the Chairperson is a huge step in this
directj,on. The sky is the l-imit here and privately, I really hope that we hear
<']'^^act ianc rr^rn outside Lhe box for example, rather Lhan focus on simply
modifying the NAFOW, create new
activities that the BOT and the membership of the WNGGA can get excited about.
and ones that are at a different time of the year. I think that Mr. James might
be deliqhLed with a famijy orient-ed gathering in the summer. It does not have
to be the NAFOW. We have more than one
challenge however. FirsL, we need to be creative; noL easy I Second,
fjnances. ( if we can recover legal expenses, this will really help). Third, we
need members to help to put the activities into practice. f have to believe
that if the WNGGA is to survive, we need all of
+L i ^L11f J.

We can raise this issue again in Peterborough if you like or we can encourage at
leasL one new acLivity at a djfferenL Lime of the year that is supported by Lhe
WNGGA. In the meantime, I wifl respond to Mr. James and copy the BOT with my
letter.



n, (rf\v"e-

Frr,rnr: ll"AiccA@comcastnet I Sare Address I
To: "Rick Bellwood" <buck@eisa.com>
Cc: "Riehard Price Baskwill" <rbasknril@bcpl.net>, "Janet Briggs" <naintaid@aol.com>,

"Connie Holt Claypool" <cwhclay@uslinlcnet>r "Betf Cullingworth "
<eullingrvho@rogers.corl)r "Hywel Davies" <h.m.davies@att.net>, I'Myfanwy Davies"
<buck@eisa.com)r "John S. Ellis" <ellisjs@umflint.edu), "8d Field"
<edfi eld@rogers-com>, " Sally Funderburk" <sbfu nderburk@mindspring.com>,
"Ber:wyn Jones t' <benrrynj ones@att.net>r " Geraint Jones tl

<megh.jones@sympatico.ca>, "Keith Davies Jones" <kjones@cc.umanitoba.ca>, "Ada
Mae Lewis" <lewis@isunet.net>, ttJoan Orven Mandry" <dmandry@vtlanet.Gomlr
"Ann lVlcFerrin" <ammc@swbell.net>r "Trudy Howells Murphy"
<ghowellsmurphy@cfl.rr.com>n "L5rnn Owens-Whalen" <lowens-whalen@telus.net),
"Gerri Baker Parry" <gbakerparry@aol.corllr "Sheila Pepper"
':s*l*k**F*p@s.vmpatico.ea>. "Reihert Roser" <roscvm@iglide-net>- "Alan Upshall"
<aupshall@upshall.net>, r'Iluw S. Williams" <huw.williams@att.net>

Subject: Re: NAFOW Date Change?
Date: Tue,03 Feb 2004 13:41:09 +{)000

The::e arc ccrlalnlv :::cc and cons to bcih liccp:-;t; ihc Labo:: D;:,' da*.c ;rd
changing it. Before our meeting in April, I w111 draw up a fist based uDon our
email comments to hefp facilitate discussion.

I acknowledge the inan-; oood points inade rn favc:: .cf keeoin.q ihe Labc:: Dav date
but want to cfarifv one point. Keith and Myfanwv argue that the chifdren,
qrandchildren and young adults of the membership are not fikelv to make a trip
to attend the NAFOW regardless of the date. I think there is some truth to
thls, but it misses an important strateq-ic point in reqards to attractinq wider
audiences (and youth in oarticular). We are trving to draw attendance not only
from our membership base but afso from the focal communitv in which NAFOW is
heid. Given this goal, the best way to atLract vouth participation is not
indivlduafl-v throuqh the children and srandchildren of our membership but
thrntrch qchnn-l q nnl I anoq nhrrrahos :nr] rtnrr1- h ffrottnq I chni re rrrahrr a l rrhc aaf \

in the host focal-itv (and perhaps through special- refationships that coul-d be
developed with such organizations in areas of traditionaf Welsh settlement like
southern Ohio, the Sl-ate Vaffev, ect.). These orsanizations 'provide readv-made
groups of youth whose attendance can be assured once a relationship has been
estabfished with their teachers or leaders. Such group participation woufd
provide the criticaf mass of youth at the NAFOW that woutd make it more likely
that indlvidual- vounq adul-ts, children and grandchildren of the membership would
attend. The point is that such a strategy is precluded altogether b1z the Labor
Day date due to its serious conflict with the beqinninq of schools and colleqes.

John Ellis
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From: "Rick Bellwood" <buck@eisa.com> ]
To: "Richard Price Baskwill" <rbaskwil@bcpl.net>, "Janet Briggs" <naintaid@aol.com>,

" Connie Holt Claypool" <cwhclay@uslink.net>n "Betty Cullingworth"
<cullingwho@rogers.corrlr "Hywel I)avies" <h.m.davies@att.net>, "Myfanrvy Davies"
<buck@eisa.com)r "John S. Ellis" <ellisjs@umflint.edu), "Ed Field"
<edfield@rogers.com>, " Sally Funderburk" <sbfunderburk@mindspring.com>,
"BerwS,rn Jones" <berwynjones@att.net>r " Geraint Jonestt
<megh.jones@sympatico.ca>, "Keith Davies Jones" <kjones@cc.umanitoba.ca>, "Ada
Mae Lewis" <lewis@isunet.net>, ttJoan Owen Mandry" <dmandry@valunet.corl)r
"Ann McFerrin" <ammc@swbell.net>r "Trudy Howells Murphy"
<ghowellsmurphy@cfl.rr.com>, "Lynn Owens-Whalen" <lowens-whalen@teluS.tr€t)r

"Gerri Baker Parry" <gbakerparry@aol.com)r " Sheila Pepper"
<shekenpep@sympatico.ca>, "Robert Roser" <roscym@iglide.net>, "Alan Upshall"
<aupshall@upshall.net>, I'Huw S. Williams" <huw.williams@att.net>,
<Wl[GGA@comcast.net>

Subject: NAFOW Date Change?
Date: Sun, 1 Feb 2004 20202225 -0500

Hello All,

I have read all the messages and arguments, and have to admit I've heard them all before. For several reasons I

am in favour of NOT changing the date of the Festival from Labour Day weekend.

1) Consistent Tradition. For 75 years we have held the Gymanfa on Labour Day weekend, and many people
plan their holidays around it, regardless of location. lt has always been WNGGA policy not to publicize the next
Festival more than one year in advance. lf we were to change the date, we would have to change this policy so
that the date is well known more than 1 year ahead. I also agree with Keith that we should not conflict with major
events in Wales.

2) Costs. Most hotels have trouble filling rooms around Labour Day and offer reduced prices for that
weekend. Travel companies have also offered lower prices at this time. (This may have changed recently, but
needs to be researched.) lf we were to hold the Festival at the peak of summer, our penny-pinching attendees
would complain about higher travel costs and hotel room rates.

3) Attitude. In my experience, many young people are not interested in their Welsh heritage and wouldn't come
no matter when we held the Festival. For those who are interested, and their parents, they will make the effort
regardless of when we hold it. I'm sure a day or two out of school at the beginning of the year would not cause
any long term harm. And teenagers or college students who are working won't be able to attend during the
summer anyway.

Having attended Nationals for over 30 years, I can tell from experience that every year new faces show up of all
ages, and if we provide an interesting product and make them feel welcome, they will return. Every group I have
been involved in that has changed a regular meeting date has lost attendees as a result. I don't feel it is worth
the risk of losing some of our regular attendees in the hope we can attract a few new faces.

Myfanwy

I Oneinal View

Get Email I Message List I Coqpose I Folders I Address I Mailboxes I Options
Help I SignOqt I ComcastHome
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From: "LynnOwens-Whalen"<lowens-whalen@telus.net>
To: "Connie Claypool" <cwhclay@uslink.net>
Cc: "Keith Davies Jones" <kjones@cc.umanitoba.ca>; "Alan Upshall" <aupshall@upshall.net>;

"Beruyn Emrys Jones" <berwynjones@att.net>; "Huw Seiriol\Mlliams" <huw.williams@att.net>;
"BOT WNGGA" <WNGGA@comcast. net>

Sent: Thursday, February 12,200410:28 PM
Subject: Re: NAFOW, dates, and Youth

Hello Connie,
I agree that the date issue is just like that tree that we keep running into. Sooner or later we need to back
up and go around the tree and still get to the destination we want to ..... providing an opportunity for all
those under 40 to experience Wales and Welsh. I do hope that the Youth Initiative Committee are able

to come up with activities in different parts of the US and Canada that are close enough to home to allow
the young ones to be able to afford the time and the money to attend. It is a different perspective but
why put all our eggs in one basket ..... the NAFOW. The latter is brilliant for many of us but not
feasible or appealing to all. So, hopefully there is an alternative created by the WNGGA sooner rather
than later.
Cheers ! Hope to see you soon.
Lynn

Connie Claypool wrote:

Every generational organization I have ever been involved with, from churches to
YMCA, and now, WNGGA wants to attract young people in order to keep the
organization going. I don't think dates have much to do with it. lf an organization
wants to attract youth, young adults, couples with young children, etc., huge efforts
need to be made to plan, organize, support, and carry out activities for these age
groups. This includes baby-sitting facilities for people with young children. Parents
just can't take in a NAFOW with all its day and night adult activities with two and
three-year olds in tow!! Whatever the date. lf the time comes when WNGGA
wants to get serious about this, I think a Chair of Children and Youth would be in
order. I am not volunteering for such a position, merely stating the obvious, that
children and young people won't be coming unless there is a focus on taking care
of their needs, as we now supply buses for people who can't walk far! Cheers to all,
Connie

2/13/2004
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Karen Ellis

From: "LynnOwens-Whalen"<lowens-whalen@telus.net>
To: "Rick Bellwood" <buck@eisa.com>
Cc: "Richard Price Baskwill" <rbaskwil@bcpl.net>; "Janet Briggs" <naintaid@aol.com>; "Connie Holt

Claypool" <cwhclay@uslink.net>; "Betty Cullingworth" <cullingwho@rogers.com>; "Hywel Davies"
<h.m.davies@att.net>; "John S. Ellis" <ellisjs@umflint.edu>; "Ed Field" <edfield@rogers.com>;
"Sally Funderburk" <sbfunderburk@mindspring.com>; "Beruyn Jones" <berwynjones@att.net>;
"Geraint Jones" <megh.jones@sympatico.ca>; "Keith Davies Jones" <kjones@cc.umanitoba.ca>;
"Ada Mae Lewis" <lewis@isunet.net>; "Joan Owen Mandry" <dmandry@valunet.com>; "Ann
McFerrin" <ammc@swbell.net>; "Trudy Howells Murphy" <ghowellsmurphy@cfl.rr.com>; "Gerri
Baker Parry" <gbakerparry@aol.com>; "Sheila Peppe/'<shekenpep@sympatico.ca>; "Robert
Roser" <roscym@iglide.net>; "Alan Upshall" <aupshall@upshall.net>; "Huw S. Williams"
<huw.williams@att.net>; <WNGGA@comcast.net>

Sent: Thursday, February 12,200410:21 PM
Subject: Re: NAFOW Date Change?

Hello Myfanwy,
Well said. You and Keith have presented very thoughtful perspectives of the'date' debate. I can't agree
with you more. It is really important to continue to have a well balanced programme at the NAFOW
including activities for the 'young'both in age and in heart. However, in the future we really need to
look beyond the box and create activities for families and under 40 near to where people live. This way
they can afford the time and the money to engage in activities rooted in their Welsh heritage. It is a
challenge for the future but I hope that something gets off the ground in this respect within the next year
or so.
Thanks, Myfanwy and see you soon.
Lynn

Rick Bellwood wrote:

Hello All, I have read allthe messages and arguments, and have to admit I've heard them all
before. For several reasons I am in favour of NOT changing the date of the Festival from Labour
Day weekend. 1) Consistent Tradition. For 75 years we have held the Gymanfa on Labour Day
weekend, and many people plan their holidays around it, regardless of location. lt has always been
WNGGA policy not to publicize the next Festival more than one year in advance. lf we were to
change the date, we would have to change this policy so that the date is well known more than 1

year ahead. I also agree with Keith that we should not conflict with major events in Wales. 2)
Costs. Most hotels have trouble filling rooms around Labour Day and offer reduced prices for that
weekend. Travel companies have also offered lower prices at this time. (This may have changed
recently, but needs to be researched.) lf we were to hold the Festival at the peak of summer, our
penny-pinching attendees would complain about higher travel costs and hotel room rates. 3)
Attitude. In my experience, many young people are not interested in their Welsh heritage and
wouldn't come no matter when we held the Festival. For those who are interested, and their
parents, they will make the effort regardless of when we hold it. I'm sure a day or two out of school
at the beginning of the year would not cause any long term harm. And teenagers or college
students who are working won't be able to attend during the summer anyway. Having attended
Nationals for over 30 years, I can tell from experience that every year new faces show up of all
ages, and if we provide an interesting product and make them feel welcome, they will return. Every
group I have been involved in that has changed a regular meeting date has lost attendees as a
result. I don't feel it is worth the risk of losing some of our regular attendees in the hope we can
attract a few new faces. Myfanwy

2/T3t2004
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From: <ghowellsmurphy@cfl.rr.com>
To: "Ada Mae Lewis" <lewis@isunet.net>; "Alan Upshall" <aupshall@upshall.net>; "Ann McFerrin"

<ammc@swbell.net>; "Beruvyn Jones" <berwynjones@att.net>; "Betty CullinEworth"
<cullingwho@rogers.com>; "Connie Holt-Claypool" <cwhclay@uslink.net>; "David \Mlliams"
<williamsdal@hotmail.com>; "Geraint Jones" <megh.jones@sympatico,ca>; "Gerry Parry"
<gbakerparry@aol.com>; "Huw Williams" <huw.williams@worldnet.att.net>; "Hywel Davies"
<h. m.davies@att. net> ; "Janet Briggs" <naintaid@aol.com> ; "Joan Mandry"
<dmandry@valuenet.com>; "Keith Jones" <kjones@cc.umanitoba.ca>; "Lynn Owens-Whalen"
<lowens-whalen@telus.net>; "Myfanwy Davies" <buck@eisa.com>; "Richard Baskwill"
<rbaskwil@bcpl.net>; "Robert Rosed'<roscym@iglide.net>; "Sally Funderburk"
<sbfunderburk@mindspring.com>; "Shelia Pepper" <shekenpep@sympatico.ca>; "Kara Lewis"
<klewis@rio.edu>; "wngga" <wngga@comcast.net>

Sent: Sunday, February 15,2004 5:06 PM
Subject: Changing of Date

Hello allfrom the Sunshine State,

I have been reading all of your emails about the change of dates for the National, The pros and cons are very
impassioned.Myfanwy and Keith have a lot of good points in their letters as do all that I have read. I guess I could
write a very long one in response to all, but I have been thinking over and over one thing. \A/hile I was living in
Philadelphia I was on a committee for the local churches in our area, Our job was to help new churches that
wanted to form and to help those that were falling apart so to say. We were working with on church that was
losing a lot of people due to deaths, moving to new areas, just not wanting to go etc. As we worked with them on
what could be done different or new or elsewise all we kept hearing was "But we have always done it that way."
Well that church is no longer. The people have all gone and the building has been sold. lt is no longer.

Will that be us if we keep saying "But we have always done it that way." I do not know what to suggest or what
we could do. Only that we just have to keep trying. Because I do not want people 20 or 30 or more years than
that saying, " Gee what ever happened to that Welsh event that use to happen." That would be a very sad thing.

I will be looking forward to seeing some of you in March at the Coronado. lf not there in Buffalo.
Trudy Howells-Murphy

2tr5/2004
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From:
To:

Sent:
Subject:

Dear All

I sincerely apologize for not coming into this conversation earlier and
I don't want to undo anything that has been done or written whilst I was
away in Holland and not available for this last week after my return.

But I do have 10 cents.

In principle, changing the date seems a sensible idea, but we need to be
realistic about the motives for doing so.

The main one that is cited is that it offers the youth a better
opportunity for attendance because they will still be on school holiday.
Maybe so, but there is one caveat with this argument that is not
considered. If we are now beginning to arrange an event to specifically
atfiact the youth (making therefore the assumption that the present
program strucfure is not good enough to do that), we will have to change
the nature of the event. And in doing so will we attract the "older
people" (and I am not talking about the over 60s)?

The first set of proposals from the Strategic planning committee
approved last September, did not discuss planning for youth (and this
was not a mistaken omission). Rather it commented on the issue that is
in my eyes much more important, we need to altract those with a Welsh
heritage in the 45-55 age range and hold on to them. Welsh Associations
around the country are becoming, in general, smaller (yes there are some
that thrive) and we are going to run low on experienced people who have
the energy and vision to take us forward. Youth, while they are the
much longer term future will not do that. They come in and then go for
a while. Just look at the last 15 years from a WAY perspective: it has
been vigorous and non existent during that time. Where have all the WAY
leaders gone?

I am not against youth or change but I think that we have to get our
priorities right.

The logic I believe is for two events, the youth event in the summer and
the gala festival over labor day, but nowhere did I see in the emails
comment on Welsh Heritage Week. (Forgive me if I missed it) Surely
this is an ideal outlet for a mid summer event that should attract Welsh

"Alan Upshall" <aupshall@upshall.net>
"Alan Upshall (E-mail)" <aupshall@upshall.net>; "Huw \A/illiams (E-mail)" <huw.williams@att.net>;
"Lynn Owens-\Nhalen (E-mail)" <lowens-whalen@richmond.sd3S.bc.ca>; "Myfanwy Davies (E-
mail)" <buck@eisa. com>; "Richard Baskwill (E-mail)" <rbaskwil@bcpl. net> ;

<WNGcA@comcast.net>
Sunday, February 22,2004 8:24 PM
date change etc

212312004
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youth, but the average age of attendance is quite high. So why
that the Welsh youth do not attend? I do not have the answer,

indicates to me that before we begin to plan an event to try to
accommodate the youth we need to make sure that the youth will attend,

otherwise we willbe deeper in the red than we are now (and will have

upset the Welsh heritage Week group).

In the past we have undertaken several canvasses of our members

concerning the date of the Festival. Always there has been a group who
want change but the general consensus is to leave it. That is a biased

sample of course, but to balance, a coffesponding questionnaire should

be entertained which designed to ask those who would, we hope, attend

the mid summer festival, i.e. the youth, whether or not they would come

before we try it.

Can we cooperate with Welsh Heritage Week to do something here?

I am not anti-change, just wanting to make sure we consider the package

before we jump in the deep end.

Just my thoughts
Alan

is it
but it
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