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Labour Weekend - and all it rnearrs to the Vlelsh of the United States and
Canada - is fast approaching and I trust you have already rnade plans to
be in Minneapolis on Septernber Ist, Znd and 3rd.

This will be the first National Gyrnanfa to be held in Minneapolis and it will
have its own especial flavor. The local cornrnittee is young and enthusiastic
and has prepared a varied and stirnulating prograrn for us. The hotel
facilities are excellent, the city and its environs are beautiful and the Mid-
Westerners are noted for the warrnth of their hospitality.

The Annual Meeting of the WNGGA will be held on Saturday, Septernber Znd, at 9 a.rn.
During the past two years the Constitution Cornrnittee has worked diligently and will
present for your approval a new Constitution prepared in accordance with the desires
of the rnernbership present, at recent Annual Meetings. The Hyrnnal Cornrnittee too
has been hard at work and will have excellent progress to report to you on the preparation
of a new hyrnn book, We solicit your financial contributions to this very necessary and
worthwhile project.

Please send your rnernbership dues and Endowrnent Fund gifts to the National Secretary.

Enquiries and donations to the 1978 Minneapolis Gyrnanfa should be addressed to:
Minneapolis N.G.G. Cornrnittee, P.O. Box 8, St. Peter, Minn. 56082.

The Gyrnanfa is an irnportant part of our great heritage and this National again provides
an opportunity for us to participate in an outstanding event with first-class talent,
to renew old friendships, to rnake new ones and, above all, to 'rSing rrnto the Lordrr.
It would give rne trernendous pleasure to hear you say following tlne L97 8 National, 'rthis
too has been one of the best!r. With you there, and with Godrs blessing, this can be so.

ft-,.^-.-*l n.-lf** q--
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40311 Southern BouLevard
Xoungstownp 0h1o WSL?

Dear Jackl

It wae good to taLk wlth you Last $aturday. lfe look f,orsErd'to reeelvtn6
the etatlc[ar]'r

Dt1?lng the nonttr of January I w!"11. have avall-abLe sone student eeslstance
grom ihe College and I plan to begtn contactlng potcnttEl advertlsers for
tlre l{atlonal Gyrnanf,a Ganu Progra"u BsokLet.

&rcLosed rtth thle aotc E^le 60 eoplcs of the pronotlonal brochuro rhlch
we put togcther hcle. If you rant nore, bc etgc to let ne knofi.

IneldentalLy, couLd you send me the naaes and addrcssce of alL of thc
ncnbers of tire Board of ihustces. I aeeune thcy w1L1, bc on the statlonery
hrt wlth the Chrtotnae rueh, I don't antlclpate the etatloncry geti'Lng
here untLl, a,f,ter Chrlstnas. If, you couLcl Just scnd nc onc ahectr I could
ttren bcgln ny ontacts wlthethcn on dletrlbutlon of thc promotlonaS.
brochure.

llappy t{oltitaysl

&rclosuree
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FROMMY
AMERICAN DIARY

By JOHN O. MORGANS

MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota - True to the example of the
high standard established by the National Gymanfa Ganu
Association over recent years, the annual festival held for the
first time in this city was visibly expressive of the
determination for preserving a prestigious reputation.

From the first eager arrival to the last reluctant departure,
the feeling prevailed that the 47th Welstt National Gymanfa
Ganu festival at Minneapolis was an event of truly wonderful
happenings.

Separate from the powerful singing attraction of the
gymanfa, yet functioning smoothly within the conventional
programme structure, were the several features which offered
an admixture of enjoyment for everybody.

Singng in beautiful voice and
harmony, the members of the
chorus demonstrated their
obvious joy in singing to a Welsh
audience. They were in Wales last
summer, and in commemoration
of the visit they sang "Al1
Through the Night", "The Aslt
Grove" and the haunting refrains
of "lMe'll Keep a Welcome".

Nansi Richards on her fifth
professional singing visit to the
United States thriiled her
enraptured listeners with her
magn€tic stage presence and
goiden voice of incredible range

and quality, with Lyn Harry as

accompanist.
Internationally renowned as

national eisteddfod prizewinner,
concert and recording artist,
Nansi's generous repertoire
included selections from the
classics, popuiar melodies and
enduriag Welsh favourites. Long
remembered will be her inspiring
renditions of "Liam y Cariadau"
and "Cymru Fach".

She left the stage to a

tumuituous standing ovation, the
Cymric heritage seen excitingly
alive in its sincere and
spontaneous tribute to the great
artiste from Cwmgorse.

"I Musici Bemidji", an

instrumental group of four young
people from Bemidji State
University, Minnesota added their
delightful contributions to the
joys of the evening. The grouP

was organized recently to give

accurate historical performances
of baroque music.

The WAYCUS Breakfast (Welsh

Associated Youth of Canada and
the United States) was well
attended. Miss Cynthia Jones of
Los Angeles, National president,
presided. The attendance was

encouraging to the young PeoPIe
who are eagerly promoting the
Welsh awareness on the North
American scene. They are also

contributing of their talents for
the support of the parent
organization.

The Sunday morning Welsh'
English Church Service at
Westminster Presbyterian Church
was noteworthy for a full
attendance in a church with a

congregation of 3,000 members.

Eluned Thomas
President of N.G.GA. of

Ameica and Canada

ganu featured the teamwork of
Lyn Harry as conductor and
Steven Jensen on the organ. Lyn,
as everyone knows is a veteran of
the gymanfa, while Steven is

probably the youngest organist to
have officiated at a national
gymanfa.

The capacity participants of
hymn responded eagerly and well
to both conductor and organist.
Internationaliy acclaimed as a

musical director, and still
rememberd as the conductor of
the Morriston Orpheus, Lyn is a

graduate of the singing traditions
of South Waies with impressive
credits through instantly
recognized academies in Brilain.
He was impressive with his ready
grasp and rich knowledge of the
musical scripture of our Welsh
hymns.

On occasion, it has been said
that he possesses the rare taient
for arousing and inspiring the
multitudes. Both qualities became
apparent at Minneapolis as the
assembled singers joined together
in a superb demonstration of the
hymn singing traditions of Wales.

Pleasing duets were rendered at
both sessions by Dr. and Mrs. Eilis
J. Jones from St. Peter. Dr. Jones
was the vicechairman for public
relations. During the final session

Miss Eluned Thomas introduced
her successor as presid€nt, Dr.
David L. Mandry of Ravenswood,
West Virginia.

Minneapolis will be remembered
for many delightfui happenings.
Thank$ reach out for the cups of
tea and coffee and the thousands
of Weish cakes which must have
kept the ovens hot for endless

hours. Thanks to Morris Wrench
and Anne Davies-Thomas for
conducting the impromptu group
singing each night after the
offrcial prograrnmes were ended.

Welcome was the appearance of
former president Owen Roberts
irom Montreal after his serious
illness. Both Eluned Thomas and

David E. Thomas. chairman of
the planning committee,
comprising representatives from
the St. David's Society of
Minnesota and the Minnesota-
Iowa Welsh Gymanfa Ganu
Association had prepared a full
and divenified tfueeday
programme, which inciuded the
Twin Cities Tours, Welslr
Seminars, Noson Lawen, Te Bach,
WNGGA Luncheon, Awr y Plant,
Gala Concert, WAYCUS
Breakfast, Welsh-English Church
Sewice, with all events leading to
the climactic rymanfa ganu

sessions.
The official programme was

launched on Friday morning as

the ileet of tour buses moved off
from the Hotei L€amington with
the Ddraig Goch flying proudly
in the gentle breeze and warm
sun. Midday was observed with
informal community singing
under the direction of Olwen
Morgan Welk of Ripon, Wisconsin
at the Federal Atrium.

Unofficially the programme had
started the previous evening when
a large crowd of early arrivals
gatlered in the registration area.

The desire to sing soon became
evident and Morris Wrench of
Youngstown, Ohio was pressed

into service as emergency
conductor. In a remarkably short
rime hundreds assembled and
additional accommodation was

hurriedly made available for the

first singing of weil-remembered
Weish hymns.

The seminars, ail imaginative
and innovative and new to the
gymanfa festivai discussed "The
Legend of Prince Madoc,"
introduced by the Rev. Neal

South America:" and 'll/elsh
Folk Dancing" with popular
group participation. All seminars
were weil patron2ed.

Subtle humor, traditional
Weish comedy, music and many
surprises attended the eyents of
the Noson Lawen under the
direction of Mrs Mary Mergenthal
and the Rev. Neal Lloyd. "The
Riverblenders", a 44 voice chorus
from St. Peter contributed
immensly to the enjoyment of the
happy evening with" their spirited
cnoruses.

Miss Eluned Thomas, president
of the Welsh National Gymanfa
Ganu Association, guest of
honour at the official luncheon,
commended the mernbers of the
sponsoring committee for the
warmth of their welcome and for
the excellent programme they had
prepared.

She expressed confidence that
the gymanfa would be a

"memorable occasion and worthy
of our finest traditions".

Eluned spoke eloquently of the
National Gymanfa "as a rich
heritage - may we ever cherish it
in honour of those who have gone
before and preserve it for those
who will follow us". She asked

the guests and members every-
where to subscribe generously

toward the cost of pubiishing the
new hymnals in time for the
Golden Anniversary Cymanfa
Ganu at Niagara Falls, New York,
next summer.

Dr. Jane Ann Roberts, who had
participated in the Noson Lawen,
presided over the luncheon, and
appropriate music, with a

selection of Welsh airs were
piayed on the harp by Lorraine



Service, \&1th all events leading to
the climactic rymanfa ganu
sessions.

The official programme was
launched on Friday morning as

the fleet of tour buses moved off
from the Hotel Leamington with
the Ddraig Coch flying proudly
in the gentle breeze and warm
sun. Midday was observed with
informal community singing
under the direction of Olwen
Morgan Welk of Ripon, Wisconsin
at the Federal Atrium.

Unotficially t}le programme had
started t}le previous evening when
a large crowd of early arrivals
gathered in the registration area.
The desire to sing soon became
evident and Morris Wrench of
Youngstown, Ohio was pressed
into service as emergency
conductor. In a remarkably sirort
time hundreds assembled and
additional accommodation was
hurriedly made available for the
first singing of well-remembered
Welsh hymns.

The seminars, aii imaginative
and innovative and new to the
gymanfa festival discussed '"The
Legend of Prince Madoc,"
introduced by the Rev. Neal
Lloyd; "Welsh Pottery"
conducted by Cheryl Nelson and
Harry Watts; 'lMelsh Cooking"
demonstrated by Mrs Alice Ann
Jones, Mrs Laura Walters and
Sheily Price; "Basic Welsh for
Traveilers in Wales" with Dr.
Gwyn Walters; "Travel in Wales"
by Marion Carr; "The Welsh of
A

cnorus€s.
Miss Eluned Thomas, president

of the Welsh National Gymanfa
Ganu Association, guest of
honour at the official luncheon,
commended the mernbers of the
sponsoring committee for the
warmtl of their welcome and for
the excellent progrirmme they had
prepared.

She expressed confidence that
the gymanfa would be a

"memorable occasion and worthy
of our finest traditions".

Eluned spoke eloquently of the
National Gymanfa "as a rich
heritage - may we ever cherish it
in honour of those who have gone
before and preserve it for those
who will foilow us". She asked
the guests and members every-
where to subscribe generously
toward the cost of publishing the
new hymnals in time for the
Golden Anniversary Gymanfa
Ganu at Niagara Falls, New York,
next summer.

Dr. Jane Ann Roberts, who had
participated in the Noson Lawen,
presided over the luncheon, and
appropriate music, with a

selection of Welsh airs were
piayed on the harp by Lorraine
King Wiklander.

The Gala Concert at Orchestra
Hall lived up to its expected
standard of excellence with the
3M Male Chorus, Nansi Richards
and I Musici Bemidji wiruring
instant acclamation. Roger R.
Evans and David E. Thomas were
masters of ceremony.

tumuituous standing ovation, the
Cymric heritage seen excitingly
alive in its sincere and
spontaneous tribute to the great
artiste from Cwmgorse.

"I Musici Bemidji", an
instrumental group of four young
people from Bemidji State
University, Minnesota added their
delightful contributions to the
joys of the evening. The group
was organized recently to give
accurate historical performances
of baroque music.

The WAYCUS Breakfast (Welsh
Associated Youth of Canada and
the United States) was well
attended. Miss Cynthia Jones of
Los Angeles, National president,
presided. The attendance was
encouraging to the young people
who are eageily promoting the
Welsh awareness on the North
American scene. They are also
contributing of their talents for
the support of the parent
organization.

The Sunday morning Welsh:
English Church Service at
Westminster Presbyterian Church
was noteworthy for a full
attendance in a church with a

congregation of 3,000 members.
Dr. Gwyn Walters, formerly o

of Llanelli, and presently
professor of ministry at Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary in
Massachusetts, delivered the
sermon on "Y Gymanfa - G\&yl
y Graig" ("The Gymanfa - The
Festival of the Rock").

Both sessions of the gymanfa

hymns.
On occasion, it has been said

that he possesses the rare talent
for arousing and inspiring the
multitudes. Both qualities became
apparent at Minneapolis as the
assembled singers joined together
in a superb demonstration of the
hymn singing traditions of Wales.

Pleasing duets were rendered at
both sessions by Dr. and Mrs. Ellis
J. Jones from St. Peter. Dr. Jones
was the vicechairman for public
relations. During the final session
Miss Eluned Thomas introduced
her successor as presid€nt, Dr.
David L. Mandry of Ravenswood,
West Virginia.

Minneapolis will be remembered
for many delightfui happenings.
Thanks reach our for the cups of
tea and coffee and the thousands
of Welstr cakes which must have
kept the ovens hot for endless
hours. Thanla to Morris Wrench
and Anne Davies-Thomas for
conducting the impromptu group
singing each night after the
officiai programmes were ended.

Welcome was the appearance of
former president Owen Roberts
liom Montreai atler his serious
illnes. Both Eluned Thomas and
David Thomas called the
Minaeapoiis experience a time for
renewing acquaintances and for
making new friends.

The experience, with all of its
beautiful memories wiil last a
full year until we meet again for
the Golden Anniversary at Niagara
Fails, N.Y.


