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24 August 2021

Dear B etty ,
I  was very in te r e s te d  in  the enquiry about the Donnes. I t  would 

indeed be in t e r e s t in g  i f  we cou ld  i d e n t i f y  the fa m ily  o f  Catherine Thomas 
( c . 1530-1753), the w ife  o f  John Donne o f  Sutton , Llandow. I  f e e l  sure that 
we can d is re g a rd  any p o s s i b i l i t y  that she was one o f  the Thomases o f  
Llanmihangel, and I  cannot f in d  any con n ect ion  to  the Thomases o f  Pw ll-y -w rach . 
However, i t  does seem l i k e l y  that the fa m ily  were descended from the Donnes 
( o r  Dwns) o f  K idw elly .

Looking o v e r  the p ed igree  com piled by Mary Lewis o f  L lantwit Major (1365­
1951), I wonder what anyone cou ld  make o f  i t .  What I  am sending you i s  a 
photocopy  o f  someone's handwritten copy o f  o r i g i n a l ,  w ith  numerous a d d it io n s  
by me in  p e n c i l .  Rather a mess r e a l l y !

I  d o n 't  know i f  your e n q u irer  would have a c ce ss  to  these  two a r t i c l e s  
p u b lish ed  in  Morgannwg. ( A l l  Morgannwg a r t i c l e s  are a v a i la b le  o n - l in e  -  but 
I have no id ea  how one a c c e ss e s  them .)
On the h i s t o r y  o f  the Thomases o f  Llanmihangel:
H ila ry  M.Thomas, 'L lanm ihangel, near  C ow bridge ',  Morgannwg, vo l.X L I (1997 ),  

p p .9 -3 7 .
On a cu r iou s  in c id e n t  in  the Donne fa m ily  when l i v i n g  at Great House, 
L la n b le th ia n :
Stephen K .R oberts ,  'The L la n b le th ian  ghost ( 1 8 3 9 ) ' ,  Morgannwg, vol.LV  (2011 ),  

p p .5 -24 .

By a l l  means g iv e  my address  a n d /o r  te lephone number. 

I  hope the op e ra t io n  on your f o o t  i s  h ea lin g  w e l l .

With regard s ,
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A. f̂bĵ W ^AljA, W, ft •
7. H*. AUk w  (viU>A*m—

A. Uu-Î Kmt.
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The man whose castle 
was his home quits

A  MAN who lived in a castle 
for 23 years and never saw 

a ghost is retiring after 40 
years service to the Marquess 
of Bute. _He is the caretaker at Car- 
diff Castle, Mr. Edgar G. 
Donne, who moved in with his 
familv in 1939. .Mrs Donne was housekeeper 
to the Bute family until the 
marquess handed over the 
castle and its grounds to the 
Citv of Cardiff. .It was Mr. Donne who took 
the castle keys to the Bute 
office before they were officially 
handed over to the town cleik 
of Cardiff.

Moved out
When the marquess moved 

out ol his home, Mr. Donne 
remained. ,His knowledge of the castle's 
51 rooms prompted the Cor­
poration to keep him on by 
unanimous consent.

Mr. Donne begins his, day at 
6 a.m. to let in the cieaners.

and it is orten long after 
11 p.m. before he goes to bed.

when the marquess sold the 
castle a concession was made 
for Mr. Donne's retirement.

Tho castle management com­
mittee are now responsible for 
providing Mr, and Mrs. Donne 
with a home.Tribute to his years of ser­
vice was paid yesterday by Mr. 
H. D. Gauntlett, deputy city 
surveyor. "His energy and 
devotion are almost irreplace­
able,” he told the committee.

Family link
But the link between the 

Donnes and Cardiff Castle may 
not be severed completely.

The jud may go to one or 
his sons, Mr. Gauntlett dis-
Cl°After all. he knows the 
castle inside out having lived 
there for years with nia 
parents." he said. . . . .  . .The committee decided to 
stick to procedure and advertise 
the vacancy.
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