24 August 2021

Dear Betty,

I was very interested in the enquiry about the Donnes. It would
indeed be interesting if we could identify the family of Catherine Thomas
(c.1530-1753), the wife of John Donne of Sutton, Llandow. 1| feel sure that

we can disregard any possibility that she was one of the Thomases of
Llanmihangel, and | cannot find any connection to the Thomases of Pwll-y-wrach.
However, it does seem likely that the family were descended from the Donnes
(or Dwns) of Kidwelly.

Looking over the pedigree compiled by Mary Lewis of Llantwit Major (1365-
1951), | wonder what anyone could make of it. What |I am sending you is a
photocopy of someone's handwritten copy of original, with numerous additions
by me in pencil. Rather a mess really!

I don't know if your enquirer would have access to these two articles
published in Morgannwg. (All Morgannwg articles are available on-line - but
I have no idea how one accesses them.)

On the history of the Thomases of Llanmihangel:
Hilary M.Thomas, 'Llanmihangel, near Cowbridge', Morgannwg, vol.XLIl (1997),
pp.9-37.

On a curious incident in the Donne family when living at Great House,
Llanblethian:
Stephen K.Roberts, 'The Llanblethian ghost (1839)', Morgannwg, vol.LV (2011),
pp.5-24.
By all means give my address and/or telephone number.

I hope the operation on your foot is healing well.

With regards,
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The man whose castle
was his home quits

A MAN who lived in a castle

for 23 years and never saw
a ghost iS retiring after 40
years service to the Marquess
of Bute.

‘He Is the caretaker at Car-
diff Castle, Mr. Edgar G.
Donne, who moved in with his
familv jn 1939

Mrs Donne was housekeeper
to the Bute family until the
marquess handed” over the
castle and its grounds to the
Citv of Cardiff. ;

It was Mr. Donne who took
the castle keys to the Bute
office before they were officiall
handed over to"the town clei
of Cardiff.

Moved out

When the marquess moved
out ol his home, Mr. Donne
remained.
rII|lflsr]<nowiedge of the castle's
51 rooms prompted the Cor-
poration to keep him on by
unanimous consent.

Mr. Donne begins his, day at
6 am. to let in the cieaners.

and it is orten long after
11 p.m. before he goes to bed.
when the marquess sold the
castle a concession was made
for_ Mr. Donne's retirement.

Tho castle management com-
mittee_are now responsible for
providing Mr, and Mrs. Donne
with a home. .

_Tribute to his years of ser-
vice was _paid yesterday by Mr.
H. D. Gauntlett, deputy city
surveyor. "His energy and
devotion are almost irreplace-
able,” he told the committee.

Family link

But the link between the
Donnes and Cardiff Castle may
not be severed completely.

The jud may go to one or
his sons, Mr. Gauntlett dis-

C°After all. he knows the
castle inside out having lived
there for years witl nia
parents.” he said. . ... ..

The committee decided _to
stick to procedure and advertise
the vacancy.
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