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Gibbs, Debra L., 03:23 PM 9/10/99 , National Gmanfa

x-From_: DLGIBESGNNEEER: rri sep 10 15:23:43 1999
Return-pPath: <DLCIEHIIGGEEEED

From: "Gibbs, Debra L." <RQLGIL m>

To: "'JONES ELLIS'" <elli

Subject: National Gmanfa

Date: Fri, 10 Sep 1999 15:23:41 -0500

Just wanted to drop you a quick note to thank you for the wonderful job you
did on the National Gmanfa Ganu. We had a great time! As you know, I don't
sing well but I love listening. I was in the balcony for Sunday's sessions
and I couldn't believe how beautiful it sounded. It was especially
meaningful for me as Sunday was my birthday so it was nice to spend it
relating to my family roots. Thanks again!

We didn't get a chance to talk to you much since you were so in demand, but
I hope things are going well for you and your family. Take care.

Deb Gibbs
Solutions Engineer
Norsta nications, Inc.

dlgibbs@norstan.com

Printed for Ellis Jones <elli¢giliiillimmy >



Joseph, Jim, 11:01 AM 10/12/99, 1999 Gymanfa

x-From_: Jim.Josep@jj I Tuc Oct 12 13:02:05 1999

Return-Path: <Jim.Joseph

From: "Joseph, Jim" <Jim.Jos >
To: "'Ellis Jones'" <elliseg us>
Subject: 1999 Gymanfa

Date: Tue, 12 Oct 1999 11:01:46 -0700

Hi Ellis,

It's hard to believe more than a month has already passed since the Gymanfa!
My wife and I certainly enjoyed the chance to come to Minneapolis this year,
and thanks for all you did to make it possible. I can't wait to get the
tapes and CDs for the Gymanfa this year (of course, I have to ORDER them
first - I hope it's not too late!) - Central Lutheran was a GREAT venue with
wonderful acoustics (the Lutheran Book of Worship notwithstanding). It was
nice that folks not of Welsh descent could share in the experience, too. We
took our old neighbors from Oakdale (of Norwegian and Swiss Lutheran
background) to the Sunday afternoon session, and they liked it so much that
they might accompany us to Ottawa next year. Greg's girlfriend, of good old
Gustie Swedish Lutheran descent, also got to hear the singing in the
evening.

I also noticed that Cwrs Cymraeg is going to have a Welsh course in
Carmarthen, Wales next summer. I might attend that - what about you? My
Joseph ancestors originally came from Aberystwyth, but some settled in the
area around Carmarthen and Llanelli before coming to America. (Despite the
fact that Joseph is a relatively uncommon Welsh surname, I have the
requisite collection of Jones and Williams ancestors, too!)

I hope that this note finds you in good health now. I'm sure the
preparations for the Gymanfa probably didn't hasten your recovery from

surgery, infections, etc.

Thanks again for everything you did to make this year's Gymanfa a great
event!

Jim J.
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Tel/Fax: (g, @D Shadyglen Circle,
e-mail: Nathan_Hugheqllllllllp Richardson, Texas, 75081

September 20, 1999

Dr. Ellis J. Jones

Minneapolis Gymanfa Executive Committee Chairperson.
c/o The Welsh Gymanfa Ganu Association, Inc.

Gustavus Adolphus College, BCSlENED

@ West College Avenue

St. Peter, MN 56082-1498

Dear Ellis:

Just a little note to say how much my wife and | enjoyed the Minneapolis Gymanfa and
to thank you and Mary for the tremendous effort you put into it. It was evident from all
the activities that great thought had been given down to the smallest detail. The
facilities were super, the transportation between venues more than adequate, the tours
were very interesting and all food events excellent. We appreciated the opportunity to
interact with such a great group of people.

You are to be commended on the quality of the seminars. The people from Wales were
outstanding, particularly the panel presenters. My wife enjoyed particularly the
seminar presented by the Rev. E. D Morgan which | did not attend, but | also found
those seminars that | attended to be most enjoyable since they reminded me of my
early days in Wales. The Sunday morning sermon by the Rev. Vivian Jones was
inspirational and given in such an awe inspiring setting which added immensely to the
afternoon and evening hymn singing. | hope however that at future WNGGA events the
audience will have the opportunity to sing at least one verse in Welsh of each hymn
selected for the Gymanfa. | was disappointed that we deviated from this at
Minneapolis.

We were disappointed in some of the musical presentations. The harp playing in the
folk concert by Catherine Saloich Victorsen was excellent and reflected artistry of
Welsh folk song material which was very traditional. The singing by the girls from
Builth Wells High School was also excellent and appreciated by everyone at the folk
concert. | cannot say the same for the group called lona. Their inclusion of Welsh
music seemed to be just tokenism as their emphasis was more on the Celtic.

When one considers the obstacles that the North American Welsh Choristers had to
overcome from its inception, the formation and performance of the choir was a
tremendous achievement. In my opinion however the avant garde nature of their music
in the Grand Concert makes me question their choice of music for the Gymanfa. Much
of the music was unknown (i.e commissioned specially for the choir). The choir which
as yet has had no chance to develop its own particular style decided on a choice of



music which was too hew and somewhat ambitious and pretentious.They should build
a repertoire based on the more traditional Welsh songs and works by composers such
as Vaughan Williams, William Mathias and others, before introducing contemporary
composer. Jeremy Huw Edwards had a magnificent voice but here again his choice of
music was somewhat rarefied. The Mansel Thomas songs included in the Grand
Concert program have limited appeal and much of Alun Hoddinot music in my opinion
does not reflect the traditional style of Welsh music. My wife and | speak with some
experience as she was a member of Mansel Thomas’ choir for a number of years, and
| knew Alun Hoddinott when he was starting his musical career.

Whoever selected Gareth Daniel as guest speaker at the dinner made an excellent
choice. The art of the after dinner speaker was truly exemplified in Gareth and we
enjoyed it immensely. There are only a few in Wales who can convey humor in that
particular style, and | had an opportunity to talk with him about some of these before
we left Minneapolis.

None of the comments about the musical events at Minneapolis detract from the fact
that it was a great success culturally ( and | hope financially). You both really deserve
so many thanks for giving so generously of your time to its organization.

Sincerely,

Nathan Hughes

c.c. Mary Morris Mergenthal,
Minneapolis Gymanfa Executive Committee Chairperson
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22 September 1999

Mary Morris Mergenthal
Co-Chairperson

Executive Committee

Minneapolis National Gymanfa Ganu

Treasurer g & urne Avenue
T Bourne Aven

St. Paul, MN 55108

Dr. Ellis J. Jones

Co-C halrperson

Executive Committee

Minneapolis National Gymanfa Ganu

St. Peter, MN 56082

Dear Ellis,

Please accept my congratulations, issued on behalf of the Officers, Board of
Trustees, and Members of the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu Association, on the
completion of the outstanding 68th Annual Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu held in
Minneapolis, MN during the period 2-5 September 1999.

From its beginning with a Thursday evening Folk Concert and Twmpath to
its final closing at the Sunday evening session of the Gymanfa Ganu, the 68th
Annual Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu gave evidence of the meticulous and
effective planning provided by the Executive Committee and its Co-Chairpersons.

Please pass on this expression of appreciation to all the members of the
Executive Committee for their devoted and tireless work in making the 68th
Annual Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu a resounding success.

Sincerely,
:’/ 2 g/{,w U,Lm v
A“Ifr Rc,ése Jr.
r9§1dent,,WNGGA

J

68" WELSH NATIONAL GYMANFA GANU - Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA - September 2-5, 1999

new millennium...

North America’s final, foremost gymanfa of the century featuring a premiere for the
Cor Cymry Gogledd America—The North American Welsh Choir



