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Gibbs, Debra L., 03223 PM 9/1,0/99 , National Gmanfa

X-From_: DLGIBBS@NorStan.com Fri Sep 10 15:23:43 1-999
Return- Path : <DLGIBBS@Norstan . com>
From: "Gibbs, Debra L. " <DLGIBBS@Norstan.com>
To; ELLIS' " <eflis@gac. edu>
Subject: National Gmanfa
Date: Fri, 10 Sep 1-999 L5:23:4I -0500

Just wanted to drop you a quick note to thank you for the wonderful job you
did on the National Gmanfa Ganu. We had a great t.imel As you know, I don't
qino urcll l'lrrf T lorrc lisfeninc T "-- ;- !L^ L-r^^-'7 fnr Sttndarr's sessionsD+1rg wsrr ruvs f rDLslrrrrY. f w4D lrf urrc uof Lvlly rv! rurluay

and I couldn't believe how beautiful it sounded. It was especially
mo:ni nnfrr'l f nr ma ac (rrnd:rr \^r^q m\/ hi rl- hdarr qo i I rnres ni ce j- o snend i i-LLLsqrrf rrY ! vr! ualsqf

relating to my family roots. Thanks again!

lale d.i dnrt- dpf a chance Fn f Al k f o rznrr mrrnh ci n.a 1z^.r Wefe SO in demand, bUtU YUL 9

T hnnc l-hinoq arc nnino urcll Fnr rro" --r "^"- t--rr'- Take Cafe.f IIUPs L.1-IrYD ars YUTLTY wsII IvI Jvu allu yvur roLLL]ry.

UCO GIDDS
Solutions Engineer
Norstan Communications, Inc.
61-2/352-3412
dlgibbs@norstan. com

Printed for Ellis ,Jones <ellis@gustavus. edu>



Joseph, .Tim, 11:01 AM l0/L2/99, 1999 Gymanf a

X- F-rom : ,Ti m ,loseoh@actel_ . com Tue Oct L2 L3 : A2 : A5 L999
Return-Path: <Jim..foseph@actel-.com>
From: "Joseph, Jim" <.lim..foseph@actel.com>
To: " 'E11is .fones' " <eIlis@gustavus. edu>
Subject: :..999 Gymanfa
Date: Tue, L2 Oct 1999 11:01:46 -0700

HI !;I-L1S.

It's hard to belleve more than a month has afready passed since the Gymanfal
Mv wife and T ccrfainlrz eninrzed Fhe ChanCe tO COme tO Minntranol is this.,f cnance tro come EC .._----____--_ ---r_ year,
and thanks for all you did to make it possible. I can't wait to get the
tapes and CDs for the cymanfa this year (of course, f have to ORDER them
first - I hope it's not too late!) - Central Lutheran was a GREAT venue with
wonderful acLustics (the tutheran Book of Worship notwithstanding) It was
nice that folks not of Wel-sh descent coufd share in the experience, too. We
took our old neighbors from Oakdafe (of Norwegian and Swiss Lutheran
H:^L^?^,,h.r\ f^ tsL6 cr-nA=rz.fF6?n^^n session and t-herz liked it SO mUCh that
they might accompany us to Ottawa next year. Greg's girlfriend, of good old
Gustie Swedish Lutheran descent, al-so got to hear the singing in the

I also noticed that Cwrs Cymraeg is going to have a Welsh course in
Carmarthen, Wales next summer. I might attend that - what about you? My
,Tnsenh an.Fsl- ors 6r.i a: r:T I r, -.m6 f yom AhFr\rql- ra^zl- h hrtt SOme SetCled in the
area around Carmarthen and Llanelli before coming to America. (Despice the
fact thaL Joseph is a relatively uncommon Welsh surname, I have the
requisite col-l-ection of Jones and Wilfiams ancestors, too! )

T hone f h^r f hi s nnl*F f irfls yorr in aaazl ha=l f h nn..' I,m S111.e the
nrFnarel-innq for j_he (}rm:nfa nrohalrlrr dinntl- h:qrFn 1/^1rr ro.^lrarrz Frnm
surgery, infections, etc.

Tl-r=nLa a^- i n Fav arrarrrFhi ra unt zli 
^ 

r^ h-L6 Lhi I r .,,m-h€rqYqflr yuoi's uymanra a great
evenc :

JAM J.
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Tel/Fax: (97 2, 235-3208
e-mail : Nathan_Hughes@ acd. org

1117 Shadyglen Circle,
Richardson, Texas, 75081

$eptember 20, 1999

Dr. Ellis J. Jones
Minneapolis Gymanfa Executive Committee Chairperson"
c/o The Welsh Gymanfa Ganu Association, lnc.
Gustavus Adolphus College, Box B 15
800 West College Avenue
St. Peter, MN 56082-1498

Dear Ellis:

Just a little note to say how much my wife and I enjoyed the Minneapolis Gymanfa and
to thank you and Mary for the tremendous effort you put into it. lt was evident from all
the activities that great thought had been given down to the smallest detail. The
facilities were super, the transportation between venues more than adequate, the tours
were very interesting and all food events excellent. We appreciated the opportunity to
interact with such a great group ol people.

You are to be commended on the quafity of the seminars. The people from Wales were
outstanding, particularly the panel presenters. My wife enjoyed particularly the
seminar presented by the Rev. E. D Morgan which I did not attend, but I also found
those seminars that I attended to be most enjoyable since they reminded me of my
early days in Wales. The Sunday morning sermon by the Rev. Vivian Jones was
inspirational and given in such an awe inspiring setting which added immensely to the .

afternoon and evening hymn singing. I hope however that at future WNGGA events the \
audience will have the opportunity to sing at least one verse in Welsh of each hymn )
selected for the Gymanfa. I was disappointed that we deviated from this at /
Minneapolis. t

We were disappointed in some of the musical presentations. The harp playing in the
folk concert by Catherine Saloich Mctorsen was excellent and reflected artistry of
Welsh folk song material which was very traditional. The singing by the girls from
Builth Wells High School was also excellent and appreciated by everyone at the folk
concert. I cannot say the same for the group called fona. Their inclusion of Welsh
music seemed to be just tokenism as their emphasis was more on the Celtic.

When one considers the obstacles that the Norlh American Welsh Choristers had to
overcome from its inception, the formation and performance of the choir was a
tremendous achievement. ln my opinion however the avant garde nature of their music
in the Grand Concert makes me question their choice of music for the Gymanfa. Much
of the music was unknown (i.e commissioned specially for the choir). The choir which
as yet has had no chance to develop its own particular style decided on a choice of



music which was too new and somewhat ambitious and pretentious.They should build
a repertoire based on the more traditional Welsh songs and works by composers such
as Vaughan Williams, William Mathias and others, before introducing contemporary
composer. Jeremy Huw Edwards had a magnificent voice but here again his choice of
music was somewhat raretied. The Mansel Thomas songs included in the Grand
Concert program have limited appeal and much of Alun Hoddinot music in my opinion
does not reflect the traditional style of Welsh music. My wife and I speak with some
experience as she was a member of Mansel Thomas'choir for a number of years, and
I knew Alun Hoddinofi when he was starting his musical career.

Whoever selected Gareth Daniel as guest speaker at the dinner made an excellent
choice. The art of the after dinner speaker was truly exemplified in Gareth and we
enjoyed it immensely. There are only a few in Wales who can convey humor in that
particular style, and I had an opportunity to talk with him about some of these before
we left Minneapolis.

None of the comments about the musical events at Minneapolis detract from the fact
that it was a great success culturafly ( and I hope financially). You both really deserve
so many thank$ for giving so generously of your time to its organization.

Sincerely,

c.c.

Nathan Hughes

Mary Morris Mergenthal,
Minneapolis Gymanfa Executive Committee Chairperson
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22 September 1999

Mary Morris Mergenthal
Co-Chairperson
Executive Committee
Minneapolis National Gymanfa Ganu
2393 Bourne Arrenue
St. Paul, MN 55108

Dr. Ellis J. Jones
Co-Chairperson
Executive Ccmmittee
Minneapolis National Gymanfa Ganu
628 West Jeiferson
St. Peter, MN 56082

Dear Ellis,

Please accept my congratulations, issued on behalf of the Officers, Board of
Trustees, and Members of the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu Association, on the
completicn of the outstanding 68th Annual Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu held in
Minneapolis, MN during the period 2-5 September 1999.

From its beginning with a Thursday evening Folk Concert and Trvrnpath to
its final closing at the Sunday evening session of the Gyrnanfa Ganu, the 68th
Annual Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu gave evidence of the meticulous and
effective planning provided by the Executive Committee and its Co-Chairpersons.

Please pass on this expression of appreciation to all the members of the
Executive Cornmittee for their devoted and tireless work in making the 68th
Annual Welsh National Gvmanfa Canu a resoundins success.

Sincerely,

68* WELSH NATIONAL GYMANFA GANU - Minneapolis, Minnesota, IJSA - Septernber 2-5,1999

North America's final, foremort $tmanfa of the centuryt featuring a pretniere t'lr the new millenniunt,.,

COr Cymry Gogledd America-The North AmericanWelsh Choir


