“COME AGAIN, WELSHMEN?”

Under the above caption, the Rochester “Times-Union” printed the fol-
lowing editorial—“One of the most moving events to take place in Rochester
for a long time was the “WORSHIP THROUGH MUSIC” program of the
Welsh Gymanfa Ganu at the Eastman Theatre Sunday afterncon and eve-
ning. The 2,500 Welshmen from this country, Canada, and even from their
homeland already had enjoyed days of their annual reunion and the singing

that always breaks out when Welshmen get together. But the “WORSHIP
THROUGH MUSIC” program was the heart of the Gymanfa Ganu. It was
why they came together from far distances, to join again in the old hymns
and, through song, to renew the old faith and sense of oneness among
themselves and between them and God. . . .”

“HARMONY REIGNED”

The Rochester “Democrat-Chronicle” carried an editorial entitled
“Harmony Reigned” which ran as follows: “If editorials could be written
in four part harmony, this one would literally sing the praises of the 22nd
annual Gymanfa Ganu convention which has been holding forth in
Rochester. What a melodious and refreshing change this has been from
the run of conventions! There has not been a single resolution passed
i condemning the lack of secondary education facilities for the Indians of

! Atahabasca; not a single bristling denouncement of post-war morality- in
= the lower Nile Valley, not a single stentorian plea to save the pink-tailed
; Himalayan fly-catcher from extinction. Why, they didnt even cuss (or
praise) our foreign policy, which is outright—and wonderfull—heresy.
No, those thousands of people convened for the sole purpose of singing, of
preserving the haunting and enchanting music of the land of their ances-
tors, Wales. And they stuck to that purpose. The conventiongoers sounded
one vast chord of harmony in a world of discord. They proved the great,
good and happy power of music. The even tenor of their gathering suggests
the joy that could be the world’s if only, instead of war chants, it would
sing the good songs again.”

Harmony Reigned Rochester,NY, 1953



. ymanfa Ganu Means Noson Llawen for the Wel

Ever hear of the Gymanfa .
‘Ganu? s :

} It will be in Rochester Sept. 5
[and 6, and because of it there
|will be singing in the streets,
Isinging in Eastman Theater, - at
f;,the Powers and at Highland Park
J—-in fact, singing everywhere.

i There will be an estimated
5,000 Americans and Canadians
lof Welsh birth or ancestry here.
lMany people will come direct
from Wales for the event.

| THE GYMANFA GANU is-a
| Welsh festival for sacred song.
|In America it is sponsored by the
| National Gymanfa Ganu Associa-
|tion of the United States and
| Canada Inc. Held annually since
1929, except for three wartime
years, the mnational Gymanfa
Ganu is really an annual conven-
tion for people of Welsh descent
in the New World. ‘

Being a Welsh affair, it concen-
trates on song. The Welsh, or
Cymry in their own ancient lan-
guage, have been famous as sing-
ers for nearly 1,000 years.

THE MEETING DATES here
fall on a Saturday and Sunday,
“On Saturday there will be an
excursion to the Gannett property
on Gannett Hill in Bristol,” Rob-
erts said today. “We expect about
2,000 to arrive in time for that.”
Returning to Rochester lafe in
the afternoon, the wvisitors will
hold a business meeting at East-
man Theater where all sessions
will be held.

“Saturday night we will hold
a2 ‘noson llawen’ or ‘happy
night’ at the theater,” said
Roberts. He is editor of the na-
tion’s only Welsh newspaper,
Y Drych, published in. Utica.
Y Drych means “The Mirror.”

)
1
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The “happy night” is a song
oncert in whiec hfolk songs and
national airs will replace the
¢ hymns and religious music em-
| phasized during the rest of the
1 two-day meeting. S

THE CONCERT singing will be
ed by some of the best Welsh
oloists in this country and Can-

George Bundy, Warren, Ohio, i : % da and the more than 2,000 peo-
executive secretary-treasurer of ple in the audience are expected
the natk M organization, and. GYMANFA GANU PLANNERS — George Bundy (left) +to join. in.

_ Arthur$ ©y Sts, Utica, exec-  and Arthur M. Roverts will tell you that pertains to the  Since it is expected that East-
“dre o %,@"of the Roches- Welsh singing festival they are planning for Rochester. man Theater will be filled to over-

Qg g stern Gymanfa | ‘ : 2 ‘[flowing, arrangements are being
. g >pn, are here to- Frank Gannett is honorary pre 51 Litchfield St., is area |made to set up a public  address:
qy &) event with local |ident of the Rochester and'N sident, and.-also a vicepresi- | system to broadeast th
iy /group. ; eastern: Association. Lynn C. Wat- dent of the national organization. Highland Park.




PREPARE CONVENTION—Planners of the
Welsh song festival to
be held here next September, scan Y Drych,
nly Welsh newspaper published in the United

elsh Singing‘_~

1953 Gymanfa Ganu,

Gymanfa Ganu will be held here
next September. )

Arrangements were made yester-
day for 6,000 members of the Na-
tional Gymanfa Ganu Association
of the United States and Canada,
Welsh-American singing society, to
hold its annual noson lawen (happy
_evening) and worship service at the

'l;:'gitmp‘}'heaterr Sept. 5 and 6,]

1953,

L o /
The program will consist of con-

gregational singing in Welsh  of
hymns and Welsh folk songs. More

than 90 per. cent of the program
will be singing, participated in by
the audience.

This meeting will be sponsored by .
the Gymanfa Ganu Association of |§

the Northeast, which includes New

York and New England. Lynn C.
Watkins, 36 Shoreham Dr., Bright-|§
on, president of the regional associa- &

tion, and Arthur M. Roberts, Utica,

Ohijo, national
The Rev. Gerald Wat-

arren,
treasurer.

%ins, D.D., pastor of Lake Ave. g

“antist Church, is in charge of re-
3 services at the miecting.

%ecutive secretary, arc making the |B
ns along with George Bundy, §
secretary- | §

S

Fd

Most of the singing, Bundy said,
will be in parts. The Welsh are
credited with originating part sing-
ing at least as early as 1188. An
carlier Gymanfa Ganu drew from

States. From left ar
Ohio; Lynn C. Watkins,
Gerald Watkins, D.D., Lake Ave.
Church; Arthur Roberts, Utica, Y Drych editor.

e Geokge Bﬁnd&,Warren, -
Brighton; the Rev.
Baptist

|

nit to Convene Here

Veshpstee 199

g
Translated, Gymanfa Ganu means
\‘iestival for sacred song.”

composer Walter Damrosch a trib-

ute that the Welsh are a race “who
were born with music in their souls,
and who cultivated the Go% _given
gift through the centuries.”




| HARMONY—Like Welshmeén the world over, members of | tional convention. Joining in stirring “Men of Harlech”
-Gymanfa Ganu find no troable in harmonizing with John | are Evan J. Evans of Youngstown, Ohio; John Ffestyn
R, Williams, desk clerk at .he Powers Hotel apd himself of | Jenkins of Boston, David J. Brown of Boston and Wil-
Welsh ancestry, when they registed yesterday for the na- liams. The sessions will last through tomorrow evening.




- GOOD NEWS—The Gymanfa Ganu is under way. Amo'ng :
 the 5,000 Welshmen in town for the 22d national festival

Shrugging off the rain with the
observation that it was “just like
Testiniog,” Welshmen prepared
for their “Noson Lawen” — or
happy evening—at 8 p. m. today
in the Eastman Theater.

Festiniog, explained Welshmen
here for the 22d annual Gymanfa
Ganu (sacred song festival), is a
slate-quarrying section of Wales
where “you never go out without
an umbrella.”

Rain forced a switch in a pie-
nic today, which officially started
the two-day convention.

@ After -rain soaked the Bristol
Springs area, where they were
to have been entertained at the

Frank Gannett Summer home on
Gannett Hill, the affair was
switched to the East- Main St
Armory.

Those assisting Mary D’Ambra,
the caterer, with arrangements,
had nervously watched the storm
as it crept from Toronto, to Buf-
falo, to the Rochester and Bristol
area.

e o @

THE PICNIC program included
hymns and Welsh folk songs.

Tonight’s program will include
solos by outstanding singers as
well as folk-singing by the audi-
ence and numbers by the -Welsh
Gleemen, a Detroit, Mich., choral

of song are these joyous songsters caught by the phoitog:'

rapher as they raised their

Rain Drives Welshmen Inside for Festival Picnic

ensemble.. Arthur H. James of
Plymouth, Pa., will be master of
ceremonies.

Preacher at an all-Welsh serv-
ice at 10:30 a. m. tomorrow in
Lake Ave. Baptist Church will be
the Rev. R. Glynne Lloyd of
Utica. The Rev. Dr. Gerald Wat-
kins will officiate.

At an English service at the Bap-
tist Temple, the Rev. Peredur W.
Jones, of Cookshire, Que., Canada,
will preach. The Rev. Klye Hasel-
den will be moderator.

s o e

THE GYMANFA GANU proper

will begin at 2 p. m. tomorrow

voices in lobby of Powers.

in the Eastman Theater, conduct-
ed by Meredydd Evans, of Prince-
ton, N. J. Edward Blythin, Cleve-
land, Ohio, will be chairman and
Arthur M. R. Hughes of Roches-
ter will be president.

The affair will wind up with
an evening session at 7:30 to-
morrow in the Eastman Theater,
conducted by E. J. Hughes, of
Caernarvon, North Wales. Dr.
Watkins will be president and
Prof. John Hughes, of (
University, Montreal,
will be chairman. ; s

An election of officers. was
scheduled for late today. &

Ca




5,000 Welsh Singers

Ok

 Lift Their Voices Here

The “hwyl” which stirred hundreds of Welshmen to

song at the Powers Hotel last night will be felt by the

more today at the opening of the 22nd National Gyma

Ganu—{festival of sacred song.“

Ry -tY4

-

b
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I And the “hwyl” (literally the
I“moving spirit”) will assert ifself
with increasing strength until to-
morrow night, when Gymanfa
Ganu reaches a climax with a
final songfest at the Eastman The-
ater. Officials of the National Gy-|
manfa Ganu Association of the|
United States and Canada, do not!
expect, their members.to.be sung
out until the small hours of Mon-
day morning,

Vanguard of the 5,000 to 6,000
Welshmen from both countries
expected to take part in the festi-
val began pouring into Rochester
early yesterday. They flocked to
the registration point in the Pow-
‘ers where a special interpreter
had to be assigned to help typists

from the Rochestér Convention
Bureau spell many of the unusual
names.

| Although no sessions were
scheduled, lack of a program
{ailed to stop the songsters. They
gathered around the piano in the
Powers ballroom in the evening
|for an impromptu vocal warm-up.
' Tirst scheduled songfest is a
short outdoor program which will
follow a picnic lunch at the sum-
‘mer home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank
'Gannett on Gannett Hill, Bristol
Springs, today. The only talking
of the convention will be at a busi-
ness meeting of the association at
4:30 p. m. when officers for the
next two years will be elected.
Site of the next annual Gymanfa
Ganu also will be announced.

Welsh folk songs will be fea-|
tured at a “Noson Lawen,” or‘
' happy evening, in the Eastman
| Theater{at 8 p. m. It will be fol-
lowed by a reception in the
| Powers ballroom.

Two special church services,
one in Welsh and the other in
English, will open the program
tomorrow at 10:30 a. m. The

{ Welsh service will be held in Lake
!Avenue, Baptist Church, while the
| English service will be conducted
in the Baptist Temple.

The actual Gymanfa Ganu will
be held in the Eastman Theater at
2:30 and 7:30 p. m. and the public
is invited. It is sponsored by the

Rochester and Northeastern Gy-

‘resented in Monroe County. The

manfa Ganu Associations.

ﬂn;? P . 2 Today We Mﬁz,ﬂ v
| Wﬂﬁu “w G ”mo the EVANSES
‘WITH about 5,000 Welshmen here over the weekend, the

surname Evans should have been seen and heard quite
frequently. -

Washington. John Evans married
Susan March of  Newburyport, |
Mass., in 1776. 1'

The coat of arms shown here
was first used by Lott Evans,
who emigrated from Wales to
Pennsylvania in 1681. The family
motto below the insignia is
“libertas.” This means liberty.

”

Tomorro_w: Todti,.yy :

—_— = e

That surname is a form of the
common Welsh- baptisimal name
Evan. The name Evans probably
was derived from two Welsh
1v)vollzlds' which mean “fearless and
old.”

Even before the visiting -Welsh-
men arri\(ed for their songfest,
‘the Evans' family was well rep-

name appears about 150 times in
the city directory and nearly 60
times in the suburban directory.

‘One of the earliest members
of the Evans clan in America
was Richard Evans, who came
over from Bristol, Eng. He was
one of the founders of the
Colonial Trading Company.

His son, John continued in the
business. He later me head
of .the Army Com at De-
partment under Gen. George




WELSHMEN—Lynn C. Watkins of Torhealir, 3516 i 2 '
\ ‘ . e pres- | national group yesterday. At right:

;&(i:g; gifct&'ee Gc%flmtanfqtl?}pu Assocmtlon, aﬁeft in left- 1 Plymouth, Pali };’ormer }éoverllul)gr ‘:;f %fltalims‘tgé Ja?egd%
] , chats with Frank Gannett at session of the | at song session. Story and other picture on ’ngisll%s

R e — e —

Two Churches Schedule |
Special Welsh Services

In connection with the Welsh Music Festival here, two
Rochester churches will act as host at services £omorrow.
Lake Avenue Baptist will fea- -
ture a Welsh service tomorrow at|Welsh music will be featured.
10:30 a. m. Dr. R. Glynne Lloyd| Baptist Temple will have 2
of Utica will be speaker. service in English tomorrow at
Director of hymns will be Mrs.|10:30 a. m. in honor of the Welsh.
Annie Wilson Jayne of Charles-|Preacher will be Dr. Peredur W.
ton, W. Va. Miss Margaret Grif-|Jones of Quebec. Director of
fith of Utica will be organist. hymns will be Albert T. Davies of
The entire service will be Detroit, Mich.; Mrs. Estelle Rob-
the = Welsh-~ language. Special |erts Schubert will be organist. = |

3




. ; Lake "“AVenue Baptists
| Slate Welsh Service|

Nothing but the ancient Cymric language of Wales will
be heard at the 10:30 a. m. service tomorrow in Lake Ave-
nue Baptist Church. Both sermon and songs will be in
Welsh, the special music being arranged to bringout the.
best in Welsh singing. i

Thousands Pour In ‘

For Song Festival

It was “Sut y mae hi?” and “Boreu Da” as Welshmen
from Patagonia to Pelham Manor began pouring into town
bent only on four-part harmony. ~

nr=Ecw

5t0 Strée{;t

7123, Meigs §t. Damage was es-

Director of the hymns will be
Mrs. Annie Wilson Jayne of
Charleston, W. Va. The organist
will be Miss Margaret Griffith
of Utica. The entire order of

Target of repeated “Sut y mae
hi?” (it means “How are you?”)
and “Boreu da” (“Good morning”)
from the vanguard of 5,000
Welshmen descending on the city
is George Bundy, the peppery
executive secretary of the Na-
tional Gymanfa Ganu Association.

® L ] e

THE ASSOCIATION is sponsor-
ing the 22d annual National

ported four-part harmony echo-
ing through the ‘Welsh glades.
They sing without rehearsal,
in Welsh and altogether, instead - X : €
of divided into basses, tenors,| - |Service will be in Cymric or
altos, sopranos and the like. Welsh. The service is arranged
Their language, the pair ex- in connection with the Welsh - \ |
plained, is spoken by about 75 Musical Festival in Rochester. | \ A 2w Ta
per cent of association members. At the Baptist Temple, the - =
It's of Celtic (but they can’t un-|%|10:30 a. m. service will be in

o =EoT®

o e kot

Gymanfa ngjfﬁi*‘ﬁ‘f’g” pronounced derstand the Irishman’s Gaelic) English, but the church will be ‘[I )\¥M’ ',’
“Geh.mahn.vah geh.nee”) which and is written with the ordinary host to the music festival. The L8 o

alphabet (with the exception that| |sermon will be delivered by the
“w” is a sixth vowel). Rev. Peredur W. Jones of Quebec.
e 6. Director of hymns will be Albert
AN EX-OFF 1 T. Davies of Detroit. Mrs. Es-
tenight at the Ilglg‘gersge‘t”ti%gesttgixt‘ telle Roberts Schubert will be at
the convention. ~|the organ. ;
It will get underway officially jlw
tomorrow with a picnic at the|a
Frank Gannett Summer home on |l
Gannett Hill, Bristol Springs. At}
8 p. m. tomorrow in the Eastman | e
Theater, a “Noson Lawen” or|s
happy evening, will feature Welsh |t
folk songs and entertainment. c
The Gymanfa Ganu will begin |s:
at 2:30 p. m. and 7:30 p. m. Sun-|n
day in the Eastman. All songfests |d
are free to the public.

begins tomorrow. It’s Welsh for
“sacred song festival.”

Bundy —a native Welshman
who is forced to admit that his
name isn’t Welsh at all, but Eng-
lish — detached himself from
Jones, Evans, Thomas, Hughes
and other Welshmen who were
arriving to tell something of his
compatriots.

He was joined by Allen Thomas,
president of the association, who
was born in a community with
the name of Rhosllanerchrugog.

® ® ®

WELSHMEN, they explained,
have been singing since at least
the 1200s, when Giraldus de
Barri, an English historian, re-

4

Fire Drives

| Fire today drove A family of

into the street and left only
a shell of a\buildipg standing at
timated at $50§Q09.

Made homeléss were Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Paksons, their sons,
Richard, 5, apd ‘Carl, 4, and a
daughter, Bonnie, }, Flames were
discovered Py Richard in the
kitchen. they spread quickly
through th¢ rest of the 1%2-story
house. ./ \

Battalion 3 Chief Jos ph Nyhan
said cause was undetermined.
Leopold Fisher, 1770 C lver Rd.,
owner of the building, stimated
damage ‘at $35,000 to the house
and $15;000 to the contents.

] \

| \

Vets to Plan Dance |
Genesee Valley Post, American
Legion, will meet Sept. 11 at the ;
%2{?SIfl‘;?ihé’?ag“ézgrselt’;e‘?‘g; SONGSTERS—George Bundy (left) and Allen Thomas
1 and tha Past Command.| take time out from planning session for song festival for:
jinner in honor of Edward| Some reminiscing about “Yr Hen Wlad”—whlch means
_“the old country” to a Welshman. L




peechless Convention

Coming (Everyone Sings) |

Soon 5,000 Jones, Evans, Williams, Thomas, Hughes,
Griffiths, Jenkins and other Welsh names will be crowding |
Rochester hotel registers. . ' 5

The monickers will be of participdnts in the 224 annual’
Gymanfa Ganu in Eastman Theater Sept. 5 and 6. - -

Besides being that unusual' 3 : |
event — “a convention without a‘_Welsh service w11.1 be conduct‘ed‘l
'single speech”—a Gymanta Ganu |10 Lake Ave. Baptist Church with
is an assembly or festival for |@ sermon by Dr. R. Glynne quyd,)
sacred song for the Cymry, orjof Utica. Dr. Gerald Watk;ns{”
Welsh, 1pastor of the host chureh, }wi]l;
| ‘The singers.will comé from G n‘wderator.‘ - ‘ |
all parts of the United States p Al El.lghSh Service will be gon
and Canada, ucted in the Baptist Temp}e atll
10:30 with the Rev. Peredur W.'
Jones, of Cookshire, Que., Canadq, b
preaching, e

The meeting will begin Friday
evening, Sept. 4, with a get-
together at the Powers, conven-
tion headquarters, :

The convention proper will get
under way Sept. 5 with a picnic
at the Frank Gannett Summer
home on Gannett Hill in the Bris-
tol Hills. :

At 8 that evening in the East-
man Theater, a “Noson Lawen”
—or “happy" evening”—will fea-
ture the folk songs of Wales with
solos — in Welsh — by eminent
Welsh singers. There also will
be group singing. Arthur H.
James, a former governor.of Penn-
sylvania, will be master of cere-
monies. : :

THE GYMANFA GANU will be-
gin at 2:30 p. m. Sunday, Sept.
6. The ' conductor = wil] be a
Princeton, N. J, musician,
Meredydd - Evans. - .

An evening session at 7:30 will
be conducted. by E. J. Hughes of
Caernarvon, North Wales. i

“And in all likelihood,” the |
Gymanfu Ganu members warn in|
advance publicity, “members will |
sing on the streets of downtown
Rochester . , , Wwith nothing strong- i
er than good Welsh tea® needed

e . |to bring a song to their lips. |
B0 2. m. the following|Whenever two Welshmen, gete
rday, Sept. 5—a fyll ‘gether, they sing”




wales predated by centuries 'r,he
development of multi-part sing-
“|ing elsewhere.

The tradition of Wales was

, \
clearly evident 11 the unrehearsed\v

u

Blythin of Cleveland,
ol the.afternoon session.
hymns of Wales swept
great auditorium,

e
oldster porn On
a quiet tear

she
n remembrance of a distant youth

i
performances ,yesterday.
chorus in the Eas‘unan’s orchestra
seats sounded spontaneously per-
fect.
One of the striking characteris- |

musical cultures, works in minor
keys generally convey sadness OF
at least nostalgia. But somehow,
the Welshmen from this country
and Canada singing yesterday

a ferv hich left 1m0 doubt

{hat they thoug e trip worth | gave those hymns a happy flavor

In ke th the wor- in odd contrast to their harmonic
structure. Another striking fea- |

sounded e like concert for

the penefit of the single reporter last Mg t's C ductor,

in the h t a clo 100k at Hughe £ aernarvon, North

cro convincing evi-| W ales, lent ded authentlc%
{he progr geasoned V€ erans

The tunes {hey sang were pro-\G 35
3 anu leader. They responded
%’.“nd’.ge;a‘:‘fl}l short gﬁ rf‘grsb‘g; his baton with oven greater |
ing.A0 . M \than they had to ary other con-
Wwales, which have a spe_c1al place | quctor. \
music, aré &| only the massive perfection oi‘\
ut:

in the history of :
curious mixture of devotlonal and the total performances could out-
he

TRAVELERS
—Four ’
Welsh g persons sho .
miles to V(V}Orshlp through music,” tl“:\lflel“(,larmmg up fdsecter flavors. shadow t Tk of the two 2%
are Blo dwzgl%nfa Ganu here. From Pat: t?tal of 10,00 The universal appeal of Welsh | companis % Margaret it
and Mrs. H vans, at piano, and Llin gonia, Argentin hymns for Welshmen perhaps | fith of Utic2 alternated between\
s. Hywel Gee Williams 1 os Owen, right. M lies in the gact that they are the | {ne piano, ompanying coloists,
—____4___3__(3_& Wales 2 weeks ag 0\ predominant form of musical €x- ond  the agnificen stman\
. pression there Theater- organ which handled
cyhen Welshmen are happy, with accompli uring th \
hymns. Mrs. tell schubert ©
Oak Park, 1., wai at the piano

)Id Welshmen’s E < Wat . _
{hey sing hymns 10 their pubs,
S yes a!te i Meredydd Evans of Princetot
|N. J., leader of the afternool ses-
explained. A recent immi-

As ! x
Wa’ZS Hymns Flli Air?ffﬁt from Wwal is well\ Last night’s <ossion Was the

ales, he )
steeped 11 the traditions of his | final limax of the 1953 Gymanta
; The Fastman 1obby echoed wit!

the organ accompaniment‘

BY

They wept f STEVE HAMMER co‘\lﬁtiyﬁ folk he said

or singing i olsh folk songs, e said, fre-|the majestic Welsh hymns—2 T

ay, the '_2,500 W61Shgmeg' in the Eastman Theater ter- uently are hymn tunes on which | play of recordi inut
i Yle yester- secular poetry was superlrnposed. earlier in 13

iymanfa Ganu re for their 22
aGanuy ~fi,,7;ni: iﬂﬁ!}fl_ﬁe explained the phenomenal ticipants
— gatent for choral singing with tl}e well until next year’s Gymal

fact that polyphonlc music 10 Philadelpma. ;

e
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5,000 Welsh Singers
Prove Heritage Value
In Eastman Concert,

By STEVE HAMMER i
Other pictures Page 3B .
The world’s most harmonious convention, dedicated |:
solely to the preservation of the enchanting music of Wales,
last night put up a convincing argument for its cause at the
Noson Lawen (Happy Time) opening the 22nd annual
Gymanfa Ganu in the Eastman Theater. ‘
From the lips of the people re- |
nowned for their mastery of |the balcony of the Armory’s great
choral singing, the music sound- hall, they alternated sacred and
ed worth preserving indeed—and |folk songs as their hosts listened
then some. The songs, with over- |with obvious pleasure. They sat
tones of English and Scottish folk without regard for voices — so-
songs, would be a welcome addi- pranos, tenors, altos and basses
tion to any recital program. mixed — yet untroubled by the
Some of the soloists themselves |different parts being sung all %;

T,

would do well in recital. And the Jaround them. ;
chorus, made up of the entire‘ The song books in their hands'
convention — thousands strong — gave only the music of the melo-!
at times reached near-profession-;dies- But it took them only a
al standards, and without the jcouple of ' verses to construct|
benefit of rehearsal. itheir harmonies, and by the time|
The group, meeting in Roches- {‘they reached the third verse they
ter for the first time, gets to- sounded, collectively, like a great
-gether annually just to sing. The |organ. e
Welsh heritage is their common| In an executive committee
bond, expressed in music by peo- | meeting between the picnic’ and
ple-who love to sing and whose | the evening brogram, Henry T, "
Musical tradition goes back to|Jones of Newcastle, Pa., was
King Arthur’s time. Some 5,000 ele.cted'to the presidency he had
+ Welshimen were expected for the | relinquished four years ago. By
ymanfa. | the narrow margin of 49 to ~43
any are or:were professional | g o
2gers, but the great majority

HeD Jebussseq 3900 MiIN
1SVIT 1V Yiom aq |im samod umo Sl Japun S.)‘;
|

U®d {eyy uonipuos Jo abe 30 sso|piebau 'ies AN

39000 £56L M:
519 e piemoy g, 104:




choral singing, the music sound- |h

ed worth preserving indeed—and
then some. The songs, with over-
tones of English and Scottish folk
songs, would be a welcome addi-
tion to any recital program.
Some of the soloists themselves
would do well in recital. And the

chorus, made up of the entire |

convention — thousands strong —
at times reached near-profession-
al standards, and without the
benefit of rehearsal.

The group, meeting in Roches-
ter for the first time, ' gets to-
-gether annually just to sing. The
Welsh heritage is their common
bond, expressed in musie by peo-
ple-who love to sing and whose
musical tradition goes back to
ng Arthur’s time. Some 5,000
elshnyzn were expected for the
manfa.

consisted of judges and janitors,

. breachers  and physicians, sales-

men and housewives. Last night’s
master of ceremonies was ex-

Gov. Arthur H. James of Penn- |

sylvania, who ecame solely be-
cause he likes to hear and sing
Welsh songs.

One of the ex-pros was Mrs.
Phyllis Evans, who sang grand
opera in this country and in Eng-
land before settling down to mat-
rimony. Actually she is only a
Welshman-in-law, but she sang

_the songs of her husband’s coun-

ith convincing authenticity.
oice was brilliant enough to
e her the equal of many name
ranos.

s Her hushand, Meredydd Evans,

sang a group of haunting tunes
With™ equal accomplishment. His
considerable talent might easily
make him a living, but he prefers
to work on his doctorate in prep-
aration for a teaching career in
philosophy. . - ~

on the voice of silver-haired Prof.
Merlin Davis of Toronto, Ont., his
performance in . two folk songs
left no doubt that he is an artist
of note. There were other solo-
ists, too many to mention. Sing-
ing sometimes in English but
mostly in Welsh, their perform-
ances were convincing sales talk
indeed for the preservation of
Welsh music. :

Earlier in the day, the dele-
gates were guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Gannett at a pre-conven-
tion picnic in the Main - Street
East Armory. Originally sched-
uled at the Gannett summer home
near Bristol Springs, the event
was forced indoors by the morn-
ing deluge. Gannett is honorary
president of the Rochester and
Northeastern Gymanfa Ganu As-
sociation; Lynn C, Watkins, also
of Rochester, is president.

Many are or:were professional)
-Sihgers, but the great majority

. . lerally sang for their lunch. From
- Although age has' left its mark ‘rhra AR s

;English, in the Baptist Temple.

_’ILhe tuneful conventioneers Ilit- the Gymanfa.
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‘hall,N they alternated sacred and |

[folk songs as their hosts listened
with obvious pleasure. They sat
without regard for voices — so-
pranos, tenors, altos and basses
mixed — yet untroubled by the
fdifferent parts being sung all
‘around them:. 2

The song books in their handsé
|gave only the music of the melo-,
dies. But it took them only a|
couple of  verses to construct
(their harmonies, and by the time
[they reached the third verse they
J‘sounded, collectively, like a gre:

organ. :

In a executive committee |
meeting between the picnic’ and
the evening program, Henry /F
Jones' of Newcastle, Pa., was
elected to the presidency he had
relinquished four years ago. By
i the narrow margin of 49 to “43

|

| B

,‘

'[
|

HENRY T. JONES - ID
. « . heads Welsh singers a1

€ was chosen over Allen Thomas |
of Ferndale, Mich., who took the | b
office in 1949, A

Elected vice presidents were: |li
Dr. John Hughes, Montreal, Can.|D
ada; Dr. M. D, Thomas, Salt Lake | &
City, Utah, and Thomas Reeves|b
of Philadelphia. George Bundy |t¢

executive secretary-treasurer. . |p

Today’s session will begin with w
| two simultaneous church services
| —one, in Welsh, in Lake Avenue
| Baptist Church, the other, in

{of Warren, Ohio, was reelected

Both will begin at 10:30 a. m.
The afternoon Gymanfa will
convene in. the Eastman Theater
at 2 p. m. Arthur M. R. Hughes,
[ president of the Union Trust
{ Company, will preside over the
session, while the Rev. Gerald
Watkins, pastor of Lake Avenue
Baptist Church, will act in the
same capacity at 8 tonight to end
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