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Introduction 
 

Wales is a nation built on water, wind, and stone. Its rivers fall fast from the Cambrian Mountains and 
the uplands of Snowdonia. Its coasts face the full force of the Atlantic on the west and the great tidal 
surges of the Bristol Channel and the Dee estuary in the south and north. Its landscape has been shaped 
by centuries of agricultural labour, and the mills that ground the grain, fulled the cloth, drove the 
stamps, and pumped the water are as much a part of that landscape as the chapels, the castles, and the 
dry-stone walls. This document introduces and summarises a complete heritage survey of 84 
significant historic wind, water, and tidal mill sites across Wales — the most comprehensive digital 
heritage record of Welsh milling ever compiled. 

The survey was initiated as a companion to existing digital heritage projects published under the 
username Tudor59 on People's Collection Wales, with work formally accessioned by the Royal 
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales into the Coflein national database. It 
began with the question: could a comprehensive GPS-mapped, historically documented, digitally 
presented record of Welsh mills be produced using the methodology of Fifth Generation Memorial 
Research and Convergent Heritage Recovery — integrating fieldwork, archival research, AI tools, 
digital mapping, and heritage database cross-referencing? 

The answer, demonstrated in the files this document introduces, is yes. Over the course of a 
concentrated research and production period in 2026, 84 mill sites were identified, researched, GPS-
verified, and documented with individual historical articles. The sites were integrated into a KML 
digital map with three distinct layers — windmills, watermills, and tidal mills — and the GPS 
coordinates were positionally verified by cross-referencing against OS grid references, Coflein national 
monument records, aerial photography, and waterway mapping. A second verification pass corrected 
seven positional errors identified in the first build, and the Anglesey tidal mill coordinates were 
subsequently corrected from their original placement in the sea to their correct positions on the coastal 
inlets of Holy Island. 

The survey covers every region of Wales: the windmill-rich island of Anglesey with its extraordinary 
density of tower mills; the slate and water mill country of Gwynedd and the Conwy Valley; the border 
mill traditions of Denbighshire, Flintshire, and Wrexham; the upland mills of mid-Wales from 
Ceredigion through Powys to Breconshire; the industrial and estate mills of Carmarthenshire and 
Pembrokeshire; the great industrial water sites of the south Wales valleys; and the tidal mill heritage 
of the Welsh coastline, from the perfectly restored Carew Tidal Mill in Pembrokeshire to the Scheduled 
Ancient Monument at Melin Carnau on Holy Island and the documentary evidence of tidal milling in 
the Burry Inlet and the Dee estuary. 

Scope and Methodology 
 

Survey Scope 
The survey covers 84 sites distributed as follows: 

Windmill towers:  34 sites — Anglesey (13), Gwynedd Llyn Peninsula (3), Conwy (2), Flintshire (2), 
Wrexham (1), Pembrokeshire (3), Vale of Glamorgan (4), Monmouthshire (3), Rhondda Cynon Taf (1), 
Swansea (1) 
Watermills:  40 sites — spanning all regions from Anglesey to Monmouthshire, including corn mills, 
woollen mills, fulling mills, estate mills, and one unique water-driven industrial pump 
Tidal mills:  10 sites — Anglesey (5), Pembrokeshire (3), Swansea/Loughor estuary (1), Flintshire/Dee 
estuary (1) 
Total sites:  84 
GPS coordinates verified:  All 84 sites; 7 positional corrections applied after Gemini cross-check 
review 2026 
Historical articles:  84 individual articles across three companion documents 



Sources 
The survey draws on the following primary heritage sources, each consulted for specific site records: 

— Coflein — the National Monuments Record of Wales online database (coflein.gov.uk), 
maintained by RCAHMW. Primary source for Anglesey tidal mill NPRNs (275607, 275608, 402431, 
525369) and numerous windmill and watermill records. 
— Windmill World (windmillworld.com) — the comprehensive survey of surviving windmill 
structures across the UK, providing grid references and condition records for the majority of Welsh 
windmill towers. 
— Melin — the journal of the Welsh Mills Society, specifically Melin 16 (2000), the definitive survey 
of Anglesey tidal mills by Andrew Davidson, which provided the foundational research for the tidal 
mills layer. 
— Prof W.E. Minchinton's 1977 TIMS (International Molinological Society) paper Tidemills of 
England and Wales — source for the Dee Estuary tidal mill record. 
— Archwilio — regional Historic Environment Record databases maintained by the four Welsh 
Archaeological Trusts (Gwynedd AT, Clwyd-Powys AT, Dyfed AT, Glamorgan-Gwent AT). 
— Cadw listed buildings database and British Listed Buildings — sources for Grade II and Grade 
II* listing records, listing dates, and architectural descriptions. 
— Anglesey History (anglesey-history.co.uk) — primary source for detailed Anglesey windmill 
histories including Kingsland Mill / Melin yr Ogof. 
— Mills Archive Trust (millsarchive.org) — photographic and documentary archive including the 
Donald Muggeridge 1939 photographs of Kingsland Mill. 
— Welsh Heritage Landscape Character Area assessments (Heneb / Archwilio) — used for Dale 
Windmill and other Pembrokeshire sites. 
— Wikipedia Tide Mill article and associated sources — for Pembroke Tidal Mill. 
— National Trust site documentation — for Aberdulais Falls. 
— Museum Wales / Amgueddfa Cymru documentation — for Melin Bompren at St Fagans and the 
National Wool Museum at Dre-fach Felindre. 

 

Digital Outputs 
The survey produced the following digital files: 

— Wind-Water-Tidal_Mills_Wales.kml — the final verified KML file containing all 84 sites in three 
layers: Windmills of Wales (34 sites), Watermills of Wales (40 sites by county), and Tidal Mills of 
Wales (10 sites). Compatible with Google MyMaps and Google Earth. 
— Wales_Mills_All_2026.kml — an intermediate combined file produced during the build process. 
— Wales_Mills_Historical_Articles.docx — the first article document, covering 30 sites from the 
original Tudor59 research portfolio. 
— Wales_Mills_New_Historical_Articles.docx — the second article document, covering 20 new 
sites from the combined Cemini survey integration. 
— Wales_Mills_Complete_Articles.docx — the third article document, covering 36 sites to 
complete the full 84-site record. 
— This master introduction and summary document. 

 

 

 



Complete Site Register 
 

The following register lists all 84 sites in the survey, grouped by type and county. GPS coordinates are 
in decimal degrees (WGS84). All coordinates positionally verified 2026. 

Windmills of Wales — 34 Sites 
 
Melin Llynnon (Felin Llynon) — Anglesey 

GPS 53.3378, -4.4939  |  Working — restored 2024. Wales's only working windmill. Built 1775-76. 
Parys Mountain Windmill — Anglesey 

GPS 53.3884, -4.3425  |  Grade II listed. Built 1878. Five sails. Last tower mill built in Wales. Copper mine. 
Kingsland Mill (Melin yr Ogof) — Anglesey 

GPS 53.3005, -4.6315  |  Grade II* listed. Built c.1820-25. Most complete unrestored windmill interior in Wales. 
Amlwch Port Windmill — Anglesey 

GPS 53.4150, -4.3359  |  Tower standing. Served copper boom town of Amlwch. 
Bryn Du — Maelgwyn Mill — Anglesey 

GPS 53.2261, -4.4851  |  Named historic tower, southern Anglesey. 
Melin Cefn Coch (Mechell) — Anglesey 

GPS 53.3916, -4.4925  |  Reduced tower, north Anglesey coastal strip. 
Melin Frogwy (Bodffordd) — Anglesey 

GPS 53.2678, -4.3619  |  Central Anglesey, long milling history. 
Melin Rhosfawr — Anglesey 

GPS 53.3214, -4.2585  |  Dating to 1757. One of earliest datable windmills on Anglesey. 
Melin Llandegfan — Anglesey 

GPS 53.2421, -4.1524  |  Later adapted for water pumping — unusual function. 
Melin Orsedd (Llangristiolus) — Anglesey 

GPS 53.2435, -4.3812  |  Dating to 1754. Central Anglesey. 
Melin Gwalchmai — Anglesey 

GPS 53.2618, -4.4154  |  On the historic Holyhead road. Near Owain Gwynedd 1157 battle site. 
Llangefni Windmill — Anglesey 

GPS 53.2566, -4.3028  |  Converted to telecoms tower. Unique adaptive reuse. 
Twr y Felin (St Davids) — Pembrokeshire 

GPS 51.8790, -5.2590  |  Grade II. Built 1806. Now Wales's first contemporary art hotel. 
Angle Windmill — Pembrokeshire 

GPS 51.6756, -5.0867  |  Coastal tower, Milford Haven peninsula. 
St Justinians Windmill — Pembrokeshire 

GPS 51.8796, -5.3099  |  Near RNLI station above Ramsey Sound. 
Dale Windmill — Pembrokeshire 

GPS 51.7105, -5.1718  |  Early 19th c. Above Mill Bay where Henry Tudor landed 1485. 
St Florence Windmill — Pembrokeshire 

GPS 51.6642, -4.7765  |  Medieval/early modern. Little England Beyond Wales. 
Llancayo Mill (Usk) — Monmouthshire 

GPS 51.7223, -2.9200  |  Built 1813. Only Welsh windmill with fantail and gallery restored. 
Rogiet Windmill — Monmouthshire 

GPS 51.5905, -2.7878  |  Tower mill, Severn estuary plain. 
Trellech Windmill — Monmouthshire 

GPS 51.7431, -2.7265  |  Above prehistoric and medieval Trellech village. 
Llantrisant — Y Billy Wynt — Rhondda Cynon Taf 

GPS 51.5422, -3.3815  |  Hilltop landmark. Birthplace of cremation pioneer Dr William Price. 
Monknash Windmill — Vale of Glamorgan 

GPS 51.4241, -3.5566  |  Adjacent to 12th-century Cistercian monastic grange. 
Frampton Windmill (Llantwit Major) — Vale of Glamorgan 

GPS 51.4137, -3.4801  |  Near St Illtud's 5th-century monastic school. 
Wick Windmill (North) — Vale of Glamorgan 



GPS 51.4372, -3.5497  |  Rare surviving paired tower — one of two at Wick. 
Wick Windmill (South) — Vale of Glamorgan 

GPS 51.4366, -3.5469  |  Second of rare Wick paired towers. 
Hayes Farm Mill / Sully — Vale of Glamorgan 

GPS 51.4055, -3.2384  |  Retains fragments of original internal machinery. 
Kilvey Hill Windmill — Swansea 

GPS 51.6287, -3.9183  |  Urban windmill above Lower Swansea Valley copper landscape. 
Foel Fawr Windmill (Mynytho) — Gwynedd — Llyn 

GPS 52.8595, -4.5176  |  Isolated upland tower. Near Bardsey Island pilgrim routes. 
Llanengan Windmill — Gwynedd — Llyn 

GPS 52.8187, -4.5281  |  Near Church of St Einion. Above Hell's Mouth Bay. 
Melin Hen Dŵr (Llandudno) — Conwy 

GPS 53.3155, -3.7968  |  Built 1617-1642. One of oldest windmill towers in North Wales. 
Groes Onnen Windmill (Holywell) — Flintshire 

GPS 53.2728, -3.2165  |  Grade II. c.1780-1800. Possible medieval Basingwerk Abbey precedent. Full-height 
survivor. 

Melin Garreg (Whitford) — Flintshire 
GPS 53.2952, -3.3012  |  Prominent ridge. Possible Roman lighthouse association. 

Bettisfield Windmill — Wrexham 
GPS 52.9084, -2.7885  |  Grade II. 18th-century brick tower. 200m from Shropshire border. Worked to 1873. 

Abergele Windmill — Conwy 
GPS 53.2829, -3.5819  |  Rare survival — circular outline embedded in later warehouse brickwork. 

Watermills of Wales — 40 Sites 
 
Melin Hywel (Felin Selar) — Anglesey 

GPS 53.3314, -4.4781  |  Grade II*. Recorded 1335/1352. One of oldest documented mills in Wales. 
Felin Newydd (Llandyfrydog) — Anglesey 

GPS 53.3312, -4.3184  |  Late 18th-century rural corn mill complex. 
Melin Howell (Llanddeiniolen) — Gwynedd 

GPS 53.1812, -4.1873  |  Finely preserved. Near Dinorwig Slate Quarry community. 
Felin Cochwillan (Tregarth) — Gwynedd 

GPS 53.1995, -4.0984  |  Near Cochwillan Old Hall — finest medieval hall house in Wales, c.1470. 
Felin Fawr (Bethesda) — Gwynedd 

GPS 53.1782, -4.0594  |  Associated with Penrhyn Quarry. Near site of longest British industrial strike. 
Melin Meloch (Bala) — Gwynedd 

GPS 52.9142, -3.5684  |  Traditional stone corn mill near Llyn Tegid, largest natural lake in Wales. 
Felinrhyd Fawr (Maentwrog) — Gwynedd 

GPS 52.9392, -3.9984  |  Estate mill, Vale of Ffestiniog. Near the Ffestiniog Railway (1836). 
Melin Carnguwch — Gwynedd — Llyn 

GPS 52.9950, -4.3650  |  One of oldest mill sites on Llyn Peninsula. Restored overshot wheel. 
Melin Pandy (Dolgellau) — Gwynedd 

GPS 52.7461, -3.8822  |  Fulling mill in heart of Merionethshire woollen trade and Welsh gold country. 
Trefriw Woollen Mills — Conwy 

GPS 53.1531, -3.8295  |  Working. Water turbine since c.1900. Five generations, Williams family since 1859. 
Felin Gyffin (Conwy) — Conwy 

GPS 53.2764, -3.8322  |  Ancient mill outside Conwy's UNESCO World Heritage town walls. 
Felin Isaf (Llanrwst) — Conwy 

GPS 53.1345, -3.7915  |  17th century. Beautifully preserved with overshot wheel. 
Melin y Coed (Llanrwst) — Conwy 

GPS 53.1215, -3.8118  |  Historic rural mill in wooded Conwy valley. 
Felin Isaf (Glanywern) — Denbighshire 

GPS 53.2081, -3.3524  |  Classic Vale of Clwyd corn mill. 
Felin Rhyd-y-gynnan (Ruthin) — Denbighshire 

GPS 53.1254, -3.3142  |  Industrial-scale valley watermill. 
Melin Chwiler (Bodfari) — Denbighshire 



GPS 53.2215, -3.3594  |  Large mill on the Afon Chwiler in the Wheeler Valley. 
Rhewl Mill (Ruthin) — Denbighshire 

GPS 53.1394, -3.3312  |  Corn mill shell with intact millrace. 
Llangollen Corn Mill — Denbighshire 

GPS 52.9705, -3.1714  |  Iconic riverside mill on the River Dee. Near UNESCO Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. 
Llanarmon Mill — Denbighshire 

GPS 53.0964, -3.2125  |  Upland Ceiriog Valley. Homeland of Welsh language poet Ceiriog. 
Upper Mill, Holywell — Flintshire 

GPS 53.2842, -3.2245  |  Greenfield Valley Heritage Park. Powered by St Winefride's Well spring. 
Rossett Mill — Wrexham 

GPS 53.1114, -2.9465  |  Grade II*. Built 1588. Painted by Turner 1795. Most historic working mill in survey. 
Marford Mill (BASC HQ) — Wrexham 

GPS 53.1022, -2.9615  |  Domesday Book 1086. One of oldest documented mill sites in Wales. 
Felin Geri — Ceredigion 

GPS 52.0660, -4.3780  |  Grade II. Complete machinery. Most complete watermill building in survey. 
Felin Wnda — Ceredigion 

GPS 52.0900, -4.3650  |  Grade II. Complete with intact machinery. Penbryn Heritage Coast. 
Pentre Mill (Cenarth) — Ceredigion 

GPS 52.0280, -4.5370  |  Historic Teifi valley mill. 
Felin Gwallter — Ceredigion 

GPS 52.3785, -3.9421  |  Superb traditional mid-Wales valley watermill, Ystwyth Valley. 
Melin Canol (Llanrhystud) — Ceredigion 

GPS 52.3021, -4.1394  |  Still occasionally grinds flour. Restored working order. 
Felineri / Cwmsymlog — Ceredigion 

GPS 52.4342, -3.9185  |  Rare ore-crushing industrial watermill. Lead mine history. 
Melin Trefilan (Talsarn) — Ceredigion 

GPS 52.1954, -4.1121  |  Isolated rural corn mill, Aeron Valley. 
Felin Carrog (Llanrhystud) — Ceredigion 

GPS 52.3115, -4.1294  |  Ancient mill site, Carrog estate, Wyre Valley. 
Trefnanney Watermill (Meifod) — Powys 

GPS 52.7125, -3.1956  |  Timber-framed and stone. Near ancient royal seat of Powys at Meifod. 
Bacheiddon Mill (Aberhosan) — Powys 

GPS 52.5694, -3.7812  |  Remote upland mill, upper Dyfi Valley. 
Felin Crewi (Penegoes) — Powys 

GPS 52.5891, -3.8115  |  Roadside mill near Machynlleth — Owain Glyndŵr's 1404 parliament town. 
Felin Fach (Brecon) — Powys 

GPS 51.9815, -3.3325  |  Village corn mill, northern Brecon Beacons. 
Aberedw Mill — Powys 

GPS 52.1154, -3.3421  |  Near site of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd's last night before death, 1282. 
Knighton Mill — Powys 

GPS 52.3452, -3.0485  |  Border-town mill close to Offa's Dyke. Town straddles the dyke itself. 
Melin y Groes (Llanymynech) — Powys 

GPS 52.7814, -3.0912  |  Linked to Montgomeryshire Canal trade network. 
Felin Llywel (Llywel) — Powys 

GPS 51.9542, -3.6485  |  Authentic upland mill, Black Mountain community. 
Tregynon Mill — Powys 

GPS 52.5691, -3.3294  |  Estate mill for Gregynog Hall — the Davies sisters, Gregynog Press. 
Cenarth Mill — Carmarthenshire 

GPS 52.0275, -4.5361  |  17th century. Working. National Coracle Centre. Site records to c.1100. 

Tidal Mills of Wales — 10 Sites 
 
Carew Tidal Mill — Pembrokeshire 

GPS 51.6999, -4.8346  |  Grade II* listed. Restored 1972. Only restored tidal mill in Wales. Records from 1541. 
Melin Bodior — Anglesey — Rhoscolyn 

GPS 53.2602, -4.5679  |  Coflein NPRN 275608. Dam wall and foundations survive. First recorded 17th century. 



Felin Carnau (Tre'r Gof) — Anglesey — Trearddur 
GPS 53.2720, -4.6180  |  Coflein NPRN 525369. Earliest reference 1524. Millpond 67m. RCAHMW 2013. 

Felin Cardau — Anglesey — Llanfair-yn-neubwll 
GPS 53.2580, -4.5510  |  Coflein NPRN 402431. Long dam, mill on rocky outcrop. Melin 16 (2000). 

Melin Carnau (Scheduled Monument) — Anglesey — Holy Island 
GPS 53.2441, -4.5537  |  Coflein NPRN 275607. Cadw SAM. Island mill, dams in both directions. Iron wheel collar 
survives. 

Church Island Tidal Mill — Anglesey — Menai Bridge 
GPS 53.2250, -4.1600  |  First recorded early-mid 16th century. Site now Menai Bridge Rugby Club ground. 

Pembroke Tidal Mill — Pembrokeshire 
GPS 51.6740, -4.9160  |  Mill ponds survive. Associated with Pembroke Castle waterway system. 

Middle Mill Solva — Pembrokeshire 
GPS 51.8680, -5.1920  |  Tidal ria setting at Solva. Mill building survives, converted. 

Loughor Tidal Mill — Swansea — Loughor estuary 
GPS 51.662063, -4.0803453  |  9 metre tidal range — highest in Wales. Documentary evidence. 

Dee Estuary Tidal Mill — Flintshire — Dee Estuary 
GPS 53.2480, -3.1320  |  7 metre tidal range. Minchinton 1977 TIMS survey. 

The Mills of Wales and Their Contribution to Welsh History 
 

No single class of historic structure touches more aspects of Welsh history than its mills. The castle 
defended the territory. The chapel sustained the spirit. The mill fed the people. And unlike the castle 
or the chapel, the mill was present in every community — from the smallest upland parish in 
Breconshire to the largest industrial town in Glamorgan — across a continuous span of documented 
history that in some cases extends back to the medieval period and in one case, at Marford Mill on the 
River Alyn, to the Domesday Book of 1086. 

What the 84 sites in this survey reveal, when read as a whole rather than as individual monuments, is 
the full economic and social architecture of Wales across seven centuries. They are a record of how 
people lived, what they ate, how they clothed themselves, how they powered their industries, how they 
organised their communities, and how they adapted existing technologies to new purposes as the 
centuries changed around them. 

Milling and the Welsh Agricultural Economy 
The overwhelming majority of the sites in this survey were, in their primary function, corn mills — 
structures whose purpose was to convert the raw grain harvest into the flour and animal feed that 
sustained human and livestock life. In a country without a single great river-borne grain trade, without 
the flat barge canals of East Anglia or the Midlands, and without reliable year-round road connections 
for much of its history, local milling was not an option but a necessity. Every parish needed a mill within 
reasonable distance of its farms. 

The survey reveals two dominant power traditions shaped by Welsh geography. On Anglesey — flat, 
windswept, lacking the fast-flowing streams of the mainland — wind power prevailed. The island once 
had over thirty working windmills, and this survey documents thirteen surviving towers from that 
tradition, from the working Melin Llynnon to the extraordinary Parys Mountain industrial windmill 
built to pump a copper mine. On the mainland, and particularly in the river valleys of Gwynedd, 
Denbighshire, Ceredigion, and Powys, fast-falling streams powered overshot and undershot wheels 
that ground the grain of upland farming communities across the centuries. 

Some mills were part of great estates Tregynon Mill served Gregynog Hall through five centuries of 
ownership from the Blayney family to the Davies sisters. Some served market towns Knighton Mill 
processed the grain of the border community that straddles Offa's Dyke to this day. Some served 
industrial communities Felin Fawr at Bethesda fed the quarrymen of Penrhyn. And some served 
parishes so remote that the distance to the nearest market town measured not in miles but in days — 
the upland mills of Aberhosan and Llywel and the Ceiriog Valley head served communities whose self-
sufficiency was not a lifestyle choice but a geographic reality. 



The Woollen Tradition 
Six of the watermill sites in this survey were primarily or significantly associated with the processing 
of wool rather than grain — and their histories reveal the scale and cultural importance of the Welsh 
textile industry before the industrial revolution. The National Wool Museum at Dre-fach Felindre in 
Carmarthenshire represents the most intensive concentration: the village was once the Huddersfield 
of Wales, with 52 mills in production at its Victorian peak, serving the flannel and woollen cloth trade 
that clothed the workers of the south Wales coalfield. Melin Tregwynt in Pembrokeshire has been 
water-powered and weaving since the 17th century and remains working today under an employee 
ownership trust established in 2022 to secure its Welsh future. Melin Pandy at Dolgellau represents 
the fulling tradition of Merionethshire, where water-powered hammers processed the cloth woven in 
the farmhouses and workshops of the Aran valleys for export through Barmouth. 

Trefriw Woollen Mills in the Conwy Valley has operated continuously since its establishment around 
1820, its water turbines installed from 1900 still generating power for traditional looms worked by the 
fifth generation of the Williams family. The woollen tradition these mills sustained was not merely an 
economic activity but a cultural one: the patterns and colours of Welsh tapestry doublecloth, the hand-
spinning traditions of the upland farms, and the sound of looms in the valley workshops were as 
distinctively Welsh as the language spoken in the communities they served. 

Industrial Power and the Making of Industrial Wales 
Several sites in this survey connect the mill tradition directly to the industrial revolution that 
transformed south Wales in the 18th and 19th centuries. The most significant is Aberdulais Falls in the 
Neath Valley, where waterpower has been harnessed continuously since 1584 — first for Elizabethan 
copper smelting under Queen Elizabeth's authority, then for fulling, corn milling, and tinplate 
production, and now for electricity generation through a waterwheel that is the largest such electricity-
generating installation in Europe. The site embodies six distinct industrial episodes in a single gorge, 
and the visit of J.M.W. Turner in 1796 links it to the aesthetic as well as the economic history of 
industrial Wales. 

The Melingriffith Water Pump in Cardiff is perhaps the most technically remarkable site in the entire 
survey: a water-driven pump-built c.1793 by the engineer Watkin George to return waste water from 
the world's largest tinplate works back into the Glamorganshire Canal. It is a Scheduled Ancient 
Monument, unique in Britain, and its survival — restored twice by volunteers and heritage bodies — 
represents one of the more tenacious acts of industrial heritage preservation in Wales. 

Felin Fawr at Bethesda served the Penrhyn Slate Quarry, the largest slate quarry in the world at its 
Victorian peak, and its mountain-fed waterpower was part of the same hydrological system that the 
quarry masters first harnessed before the age of steam. Felineri at Cwmsymlog in Ceredigion is a rarer 
type still — a corn mill adapted to crush lead ore, part of the silver-lead mining industry whose history 
in the Cambrian Mountains extends from the Roman period through to the late 19th century. 

The Tidal Mill Tradition 
Ten tidal mill sites are documented in this survey, making it the first comprehensive digital heritage 
map of Welsh tidal milling ever produced. The tidal dimension of Welsh milling history is among the 
least known and least documented aspects of the country's industrial heritage, and its significance is 
disproportionate to the small number of sites that survive. 

Wales has some of the highest tidal ranges in the world. The Burry Inlet at Loughor reaches nine metres 
at spring tides. The Dee Estuary reaches seven metres. Pembrokeshire's Milford Haven reaches seven 
metres. These conditions made coastal Wales theoretically ideal tidal mill territory — and the evidence 
suggests that this potential was exploited, though the surviving record is fragmentary. The four 
Anglesey tidal mills documented by Andrew Davidson in the Welsh Mills Society journal Melin 16 
(2000) are among the best-evidenced sites in Britain for early tidal milling: Melin Carnau on Holy 
Island, a Scheduled Ancient Monument whose island position with dams in both directions represents 
the most complex tidal mill engineering yet identified in Wales, retains its iron wheel collar in situ. 
Felin Carnau at Trearddur Bay has its earliest documentary reference in 1524. Carew Tidal Mill in 
Pembrokeshire is the only fully restored tidal mill in Wales and one of just five in the United Kingdom. 



The tidal mill tradition connects the mills of Wales to the broader story of medieval and early modern 
coastal resource exploitation the same communities that fished for salmon in the Teifi and Dyfi, that 
gathered shellfish from the Gower and the Burry Inlet, and that loaded limestone and coal from the 
beaches of south Wales also harnessed the twice-daily movement of the tides to grind their grain. 

Mills and Welsh National Memory 
Some of the most resonant connections between mills and Welsh history in this survey are not 
economic but narrative. Aberedw Mill stands near the site of the last night of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, 
the last native Prince of Wales, before his ambush and death at Cilmeri on 11 December 1282. The mill 
on the Edw at this point in the Wye Valley ground the grain of a community whose landscape had been 
shaped by that medieval tragedy and by the castle that overlooked the river crossing where Llywelyn 
spent his final hours. 

Dale Windmill stands above Mill Bay in Pembrokeshire, where Henry Tudor landed on 7 August 1485 
with the army that would defeat Richard III at Bosworth and establish the dynasty whose Welsh origins 
defined so much of the cultural politics of early modern Britain. Llanarmon Mill in the Ceiriog Valley 
served the upland community from which John Ceiriog Hughes Ceiriog drew the inspiration for Welsh 
language lyrics that became the best-loved songs in the national repertoire. Melin y Gwaith in Kidwelly 
is inseparable from the Kidwelly Tinplate Works, established in 1737 as the oldest tinplate works in 
Europe, in a town whose medieval heritage includes the castle at whose gate Gwenllian ferch Gruffudd 
died in 1136 and whose streets J.M.W. Turner recorded in his Welsh sketches. 

Tregynon Mill served the Gregynog estate through the tenure of Gwendoline and Margaret Davies, 
whose bequest of Impressionist paintings to the National Museum of Wales and whose establishment 
of the Gregynog Press — one of the finest private presses in Britain created a cultural legacy whose 
influence on Welsh public life in the 20th century was profound. The mill that ground the estate's grain 
sits below the hall where Stanley Baldwin wrote in 1936 that Wales offered what a country, what peace, 
what healing air. 

Groes Onnen Windmill in Holywell stands on a site where Basingwerk Abbey may have erected a 
medieval windmill, connecting the wind-powered milling tradition to the monastic economy that 
organised agricultural life across north Wales before the dissolution. The same abbey's water is still 
flowing from St Winefride's Well through the Greenfield Valley below the windmill, powering the mills 
of the Industrial Heritage Park just as it powered the abbey's own industries in the medieval period. 

The Significance of Survival 
Perhaps the most striking finding of this survey is not the historical depth of any individual site but the 
pattern of survival itself. Wales retains, in various conditions, a remarkable proportion of its historic 
mill fabric. Fourteen sites in this survey have Grade II or Grade II* listed building status. One site — 
Melin Carnau on Holy Island is a Scheduled Ancient Monument. One is managed by the National Trust. 
One is a Scheduled Monument managed by Cardiff City Council. Several are working museums. Several 
more are working commercial enterprises Melin Llynnon still grinds stone-milled flour; Trefriw 
Woollen Mills still weaves tapestry for international markets; Melin Tregwynt still operates under its 
employee trust; Cenarth Mill still demonstrates its 17th-century machinery beside the salmon leap that 
has drawn visitors to this corner of the Teifi for three centuries. 

But the survival is uneven and, in many cases, precarious. Of the 34 windmill towers in this survey, 
only one is working. Several have been converted to residential use, which preserves the structure but 
removes it from public access. Many more are standing towers without cap, machinery, or any form of 
weather protection, slowly deteriorating in the Welsh weather. Kingsland Mill on Anglesey containing 
the most complete unrestored windmill interior in Wales is privately owned and visited only 
intermittently by its absent owner. The Melingriffith Water Pump has not operated under water power 
since 2016. Church Island Tidal Mill is now a rugby pitch. 

The act of documenting these sites — naming them, photographing them, researching their histories, 
placing them precisely on a digital map, and making that map available through the free platform of 
Google MyMaps — does not restore a single millstone or re-tile a single cap. But it does something that 
physical restoration cannot easily achieve it places each site in its full historical context, connects it to 



the landscape and community it once served, and makes the evidence available to anyone who wishes 
to understand what Welsh milling meant and what its loss would represent. 

A Note on Methodology 
This survey was produced by a single independent researcher without institutional funding, using a 
methodology that integrates GPS fieldwork, AI-assisted research, archival cross-referencing, digital 
mapping, and heritage database verification. The approach which the researcher terms Fifth 
Generation Memorial Research and Convergent Heritage Recovery demonstrates that comprehensive 
heritage documentation of this depth and breadth is achievable outside the institutional framework of 
universities, national museums, or funded research programmes. 

The GPS coordinates in this survey were verified in two stages: first by positional review of the original 
combined dataset, which identified and corrected seven errors; and second by cross-referencing the 
Anglesey tidal mill coordinates against Coflein NPRN records and waterway mapping, correcting the 
placement of four sites that had been positioned in the sea rather than on their correct coastal inlet 
locations. The verification process demonstrates the value of iterative checking against multiple 
reference sources rather than reliance on any single database. 

The historical articles were researched using web sources, Cadw listed buildings records, Coflein 
entries, Archwilio regional databases, the Welsh Mills Society journal archive, the Mills Archive Trust, 
the Anglesey History website, and the published literature on Welsh industrial heritage. Every factual 
claim in the articles is drawn from documented sources; where a claim is uncertain or approximate, 
this is stated. The articles do not speculate beyond the available evidence. 

The complete project map, articles, and this summary document is offered to the heritage community 
of Wales as a foundation for further research, a resource for educators and local historians, and a record 
of what was documented in 2026. It is the nature of heritage work that the record is never complete. 
There will be mills not in this survey. There will be corrections to be made. There will be discoveries 
yet to come. The point is to begin, to document, and to make the documentation available. That is what 
this project has done. 

 
 

 
Vivit Post Funera Virtus — Virtue Lives On After Death 

 
Graham Tudor Emmanuel 

Tudor59 | People's Collection Wales | Kidwelly, Carmarthenshire | 2026 



Wind and Water Mills of Wales 

Complete Historical Articles — Final Survey Document 

36 New Articles — Completing the 84-Site Heritage Record 
Graham Tudor Emmanuel | Tudor59 | People's Collection Wales | Kidwelly 2026 

 

 

 



 
Introduction 
 

This document completes the historical article record for the Wind and Water Mills of Wales project. 
It provides 36 new articles covering sites that appear in the final verified KML map (Wind-Water-
Tidal_Mills_Wales.kml, 84 sites) and had not been covered in the two previous article documents 
produced in this project. 

Together with the earlier documents — Wind and Water Mills of Wales: Historical Articles (30 articles), 
New Historical Articles — Twenty Sites from the Combined Survey, and the tidal mills articles 
embedded in the tidal layer documentation — this volume completes the full historical record for all 84 
sites in the final map. 

The 36 sites covered here span the full geographic and typological range of the Welsh milling heritage: 
Anglesey windmill towers, north Wales valley watermills, Denbighshire vale corn mills, Ceredigion 
upland mills, Powys estate and border mills, and the distinctive windmill survivals of the 
Pembrokeshire coast and the Vale of Glamorgan. All GPS coordinates are as recorded in the final 
verified KML file. 

 
1. Kingsland Mill (Melin yr Ogof), Holyhead 
 
Welsh Name: Melin yr Ogof / Melin Sant Siôr 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Anglesey — Holyhead (Caergybi) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.3005, -4.6315 
Current Status: Grade II* listed — privately owned; most complete original machinery of any unrestored 
windmill in Wales 
Period: Built c.1820–1825 by Hugh Hughes of Ty Mawr Mynydd; last worked c.1920; cap and sails removed 
during Second World War 
 
Kingsland Mill stands in Mill Road within the Kingsland housing estate on the southern approaches to 
Holyhead, visible from the sea and marked on Captain Beechey's Admiralty chart of 1840. Built around 
1820 to 1825 on land belonging to the Stanley Estate, it was erected by the local farmer and builder 
Hugh Hughes of Ty Mawr Mynydd, a farm near South Stack. The mill is known variously as Melin yr 
Ogof — the Cave Mill — and as St George's Mill or George's Mill, names that appear in various census 
and estate records across its working life. 

Hugh Hughes owned and worked the mill until his death in 1869, when it passed with his other lands 
to his daughters Mary and Margaret. By 1861 the milling operation had been leased to John Williams, 
who lived next door at Ysgoldy Cweryd and was assisted by Thomas Grey and his son Hugh — a family 
that had connections to the Grey milling dynasty at Melin Llanddyfnan. By 1881 Owen Owens was 
running the mill, and after his death in 1884 his wife Mary took over, eventually assisted by her son 
William. The mill was still working in the early 1920s, making it one of the last operational corn 
windmills on Anglesey. 

During the Second World War the cap and sails were removed by military order, as prominent 
landmarks that might assist enemy navigation were considered a risk on the approaches to Holyhead 
Harbour. The mill was never put back into working order after the war. However the machinery inside 
the tower was left in place — and this is Kingsland Mill's defining significance. It retains most of its 
original internal machinery, including the brake wheel, wallower, great spur wheel, and millstone 
assembly, in a condition described by researchers as near to working order. It is the most complete 
surviving example of an unrestored working windmill interior in Wales, second only to the fully 
restored Melin Llynnon. 

The mill was Grade II* listed on 1 August 1952 — an unusually early listing for an industrial building, 
reflecting the recognition even in that period of the exceptional importance of its mechanical survival. 



The listing record notes the principal importance of the building as the survival of an exceptional 
amount of the original machinery. The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings Mills Section 
holds an envelope of material relating to Kingsland Mill in its archive, including a letter to the Holyhead 
Chronicle from George Lees of the Welsh Mills Group thanking the paper for its support with a petition 
to save the windmill — the last original windmill in Wales as the letter described it. The mill is privately 
owned and cared for by its owner, who visits from outside Wales to maintain the building. 

 
 

2. Melin Cefn Coch, Mechell 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Cefn Coch 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Anglesey — Mechell 
GPS Coordinates: 53.3916, -4.4925 
Current Status: Tower standing — reduced height; open pasture setting in north Anglesey 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Melin Cefn Coch — the Red Ridge Mill — stands at reduced height in open pasture near the village of 
Mechell in the northern part of Anglesey, in an area that was once among the most densely milled parts 
of the island. The name Cefn Coch refers to the red-tinged ridge on which the tower stands, a feature 
of the local geology that gives this part of north Anglesey its distinctive character. Mechell is a small 
agricultural community in the parish of Llanrhwydrys, whose church preserves early medieval 
dedications reflecting the intensity of early Christian settlement across the island. 

The northern coastal strip of Anglesey supported a concentration of windmill towers serving the 
farming communities between the copper port of Amlwch to the east and the holy island of Holyhead 
to the west. Grain grown on the flat, windswept fields of this area was brought to mills like Melin Cefn 
Coch for grinding, the Atlantic winds that struck this coast providing reliable power across the seasons. 
The tower stands today without cap or machinery, its upper courses reduced at some point in its post-
working history, a pattern of partial survival common to many of the smaller Anglesey mills that were 
never converted to residential use and so received less investment in their maintenance. 

The mill is recorded in the Windmill World survey and in the Archwilio regional heritage database 
maintained by the Gwynedd Archaeological Trust. It forms part of the pattern of tower mill survivals 
across north Anglesey that, taken together, document the extraordinary density of wind-powered 
milling that sustained this agricultural community through the 18th and 19th centuries. Nearby Parys 
Mountain, with its unique five-sailed industrial windmill, adds an industrial counterpoint to the 
agricultural milling tradition represented by Melin Cefn Coch. 

 
 

 
3. Melin Frogwy, Bodffordd 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Frogwy 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Anglesey — Bodffordd 
GPS Coordinates: 53.2678, -4.3619 
Current Status: Tower standing — central Anglesey; long history of serving local farms 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Melin Frogwy stands near the village of Bodffordd in central Anglesey, in the farming heartland of the 
island between the administrative capital of Llangefni to the east and the town of Llangefni to the west. 



The name Frogwy connects the mill to the settlement and estate of that name in this part of central 
Anglesey, following the common Welsh pattern in which a mill takes its identity from the farm or 
community it serves rather than from an individual owner. 

Bodffordd is a small village in the parish of Llangefni, lying in the agricultural interior of the island 
where the flat landscape and consistent winds provided ideal conditions for tower mill operation. The 
proximity to Llangefni — the market town that served as the commercial hub of Anglesey — meant that 
the mill's output could reach buyers and merchants with relative ease, and the farming estates of this 
central belt of the island were among the most productive grain-growing lands on Ynys Môn. 

The tower stands as a surviving structure in the Anglesey landscape, recorded in Windmill World and 
in the Archwilio database. Central Anglesey retains a scatter of windmill towers — at Llangefni itself, 
at Gwalchmai, at Bodffordd, and at Llangristiolus — that collectively preserve the physical evidence of 
the island's extraordinary milling heritage. Melin Frogwy is one of the less well-documented of these 
towers but represents the essential agricultural milling tradition that sustained the communities of the 
island's interior across two centuries of wind-powered grain processing. 

 
 

 
4. Melin Rhosfawr, Llanfair Mathafarn Eithaf 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Rhosfawr 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Anglesey — Llanfair Mathafarn Eithaf 
GPS Coordinates: 53.3214, -4.2585 
Current Status: Tower standing — unroofed stone shell; dating to 1757 
Period: Dating to 1757; one of the earliest datable windmills on Anglesey 
 
Melin Rhosfawr at Llanfair Mathafarn Eithaf in eastern Anglesey is documented to 1757, making it one 
of the earliest specifically datable windmill towers surviving on the island. The parish of Llanfair 
Mathafarn Eithaf occupies the eastern peninsula of Anglesey that projects toward the mainland across 
the narrow waters of the Menai Strait, an area of ancient settlement whose church name — Llanfair, 
the Church of Mary — reflects the depth of early Christian foundation here. 

The name Rhosfawr — the Great Moor or Great Heath — describes the open, elevated ground on which 
the mill was positioned to catch the winds coming off the Irish Sea to the north and east. By 1757, when 
this mill is first documented, the great expansion of Anglesey's windmill population was already 
underway, driven by rising grain prices and the growing markets provided by the copper mining 
community at Amlwch, the slate quarrying settlements of the mainland visible across the Strait, and 
the general population growth of north Wales in the 18th century. 

The tower stands today as an unroofed stone shell, its working machinery long lost and its cap never 
replaced after it ceased operation. It is recorded in the Windmill World survey and in heritage 
databases covering the monuments of Anglesey. Llanfair Mathafarn Eithaf is notable for containing the 
birthplace of Goronwy Owen, the great 18th-century Welsh language poet whose work is considered 
among the most accomplished in the classical Welsh tradition — a reminder that the farming and 
milling communities of this peninsula sustained a rich cultural life alongside their agricultural 
economy. 

 
 

 
5. Melin Llandegfan, Llandegfan 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Llandegfan 



Type: Windmill 
Region: Anglesey — Llandegfan 
GPS Coordinates: 53.2421, -4.1524 
Current Status: Tower standing — used for water pumping in later years 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
The windmill at Llandegfan occupies a particular position in the Anglesey milling tradition: according 
to the sources, it was used at some point in its history to pump water rather than to grind corn. This 
adaptive reuse of a windmill tower for a different mechanical purpose is unusual and gives Melin 
Llandegfan a distinctive character among the surviving windmill structures of the island. 

Llandegfan is a village on the southeastern shore of Anglesey, looking across the Menai Strait toward 
Bangor and the mountains of Snowdonia. The strait narrows here and the tidal currents run fast, and 
the village has long been associated with the ferry crossings and coastal traffic that moved between the 
island and the mainland before the Menai Suspension Bridge opened in 1826. The windmill on the 
hillside above the village would have been visible to vessels navigating the eastern approaches to the 
strait. 

The use of the mill for water pumping reflects the pragmatism common to working communities that 
found new uses for existing structures rather than letting them fall derelict. Wind-powered water 
pumping was used across Britain for land drainage and water supply, and the adaptation of a redundant 
corn mill tower for this purpose extended the working life of the building beyond its original function. 
The tower is recorded in the Windmill World survey and in Archwilio, and forms part of the cluster of 
windmill remains on the southeastern quadrant of Anglesey. 

 
 

 
6. Dale Windmill, Pembrokeshire 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Wynt Dale 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Pembrokeshire — Dale Peninsula 
GPS Coordinates: 51.7105, -5.1718 
Current Status: Tower standing — Grade II listed; early 19th century replacement for earlier mills 
Period: Early 19th century; successor to earlier mills south-west of the village; Cadw listed 
 
The windmill at Dale stands on the hilltop above the village of Dale, a small settlement on the north 
shore of the entrance to Milford Haven — one of the finest natural harbours in the world and the setting 
for one of the most dramatic moments in English history. On 7 August 1485, Henry Tudor landed at 
Mill Bay, just south of Dale, with a small Franco-Welsh army and marched from this remote 
Pembrokeshire peninsula to Bosworth Field, where he defeated Richard III and claimed the throne of 
England. The mill that now stands above Dale post-dates that event by three centuries, but it stands on 
ground that witnessed the beginning of the Tudor dynasty. 

The Heneb Historic Landscape Character Area assessment for Dale notes that the windmill is from the 
early 19th century and was built to succeed earlier mills constructed south-west of the village — 
evidence that Dale had a longer milling history than the surviving tower represents. The field system 
around the village retains traces of its strip character, a survival of the medieval open field agriculture 
that the mills served. Dale in the 18th century was known as an ale-producing centre, exporting beer to 
Liverpool, and as a port handling limestone, coal, and culm along the coastal trade routes of Milford 
Haven. 

The tower stands as a Grade II listed structure on the Pembrokeshire Heritage Coast, within the 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. The Dale peninsula is largely treeless and exposed to the Atlantic 
winds funnelled through the mouth of Milford Haven, making it ideal windmill territory. The Victorian 
fort at Dale Point — now a field studies centre — and the Iron Age promontory fort above the village 



are further layers of the peninsula's long history of strategic and agricultural occupation. The windmill 
is visible from the Pembrokeshire Coast Path as it rounds the point between Dale and the St Ann's Head 
lighthouse. 

 
 

7. Groes Onnen Windmill, Holywell 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Groes Onnen 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Flintshire — Holywell (Treffynnon) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.2728, -3.2165 
Current Status: Grade II listed — converted to three-bedroom dwelling; one of the few full-height surviving 
windmills in Wales 
Period: Built c.1780–1800; ceased milling 1890s; listed 26 July 1951; converted to residential use 
 
Groes Onnen Windmill in the Pen y Maes area of Holywell is one of the most visually striking windmill 
survivals in northeast Wales — a full-height conical tower that has been a prominent feature of the 
Holywell townscape for over two centuries. The Cadw listing record notes that Basingwerk Abbey is 
believed to have erected a windmill on this site, placing potential milling activity here in the medieval 
period, though the present structure was built in the late 18th or early 19th century, probably between 
1780 and 1800. 

Groes Onnen ceased operating as a corn mill in the 1890s, when competition from steam-powered 
roller mills in the ports made small-scale windmill milling increasingly uneconomic. The building 
received its Grade II listing on 26 July 1951, listed as a prominent local landmark and as a rare surviving 
Welsh example of a full height windmill. The listing reason captures something important about the 
rarity of full-height survival: most Welsh windmill towers were reduced in height, lost their caps, or 
were demolished, and the survival of a complete tower to its original height makes Groes Onnen 
exceptional. 

The mill was subsequently converted to a residential dwelling, a three-bedroomed home with balconies 
offering panoramic views across the Dee estuary to the Wirral and Liverpool Bay. The conversion 
preserved the full height of the tower and its characteristic conical stone profile. From the upper 
balconies the views encompass the landscape that medieval pilgrims traversed on their way from the 
Dee estuary landing at Greenfield Dock up the Holywell valley to St Winefride's Well — the same 
landscape whose agricultural produce the mill once ground. The mill was sold on the open residential 
market in 2014 and again in 2022, described by estate agents as the very epitome of the label character 
property. 

 
 

 
8. Melin Garreg, Whitford 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Garreg / Mynydd y Garreg Tower 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Flintshire — Whitford (Chwitffordd) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.2952, -3.3012 
Current Status: Grade II listed — standing on prominent ridge at highest point in Whitford parish; possibly 
confused with Coed y Garreg watchtower 
Period: 18th–19th century; listed 22 October 1952 
 



Melin Garreg at Whitford occupies a ridge position in the Coed y Garreg woods at what the Cadw listing 
record describes as the highest point in the parish. The listing entry records a structure that sits at OS 
grid reference SJ133782 and is accessible by footpaths from the south and west. However there is an 
important note of caution here: the Cadw listed buildings register for Whitford also records a separate 
structure called the Mynydd y Garreg Tower, a round stone building on this same high point, described 
by some sources as a Roman lighthouse and by others as a 17th-century watchtower that was restored 
by Baron Mostyn in 1897 to commemorate Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. 

The proximity of the windmill and the watchtower — both round stone towers on the same wooded 
ridge — has created some ambiguity in the documentary record. The Holywell Town Council heritage 
notes describe the Coed y Garreg Watchtower as a Roman lighthouse or pirate-raid warning tower, 
while the mill is a separate structure whose records in Windmill World and Archwilio place it on the 
same ridge. The Mostyn family, who owned extensive lands around Whitford, are documented as the 
likely builders or commissioners of the 17th-century tower on the site. 

Whatever the precise relationship between these structures, the ridge above Whitford offered 
commanding views across the Dee estuary and toward the north Wales coast, and the winds crossing 
this elevated position would have made it an appropriate location for a windmill. The surrounding Coed 
y Garreg woodland, now a nature reserve, preserves the setting in which these towers stand, and the 
five public footpaths leading to the site make it one of the more accessible heritage landmarks in 
Flintshire. 

 
 
 
9. Bettisfield Windmill 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Wynt Bettisfield 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Wrexham — Maelor South (De Maelor) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.9084, -2.7885 
Current Status: Grade II listed — partial survival to 2-storey height; brick tower on Cadney Moss; 200m from 
Shropshire border 
Period: 18th century corn mill; shown working on 1873 OS; disused by 1900 OS survey; listed 16 November 
1962 
 
Bettisfield Windmill stands on Cadney Moss in the De Maelor area of Wrexham County Borough, 
approximately 200 metres from the Shropshire border — one of the most geographically marginal 
windmill sites in Wales, positioned in the flat, low-lying landscape of the Maelor Saesneg, the English-
speaking detached portion of historic Flintshire that juts south into England. The mill is an isolated 
brick structure on private farmland, reached by minor roads approximately 1.5 kilometres south-east 
of Bettisfield church. 

The Cadw listing record provides precise dating context: the mill is described as an 18th-century corn 
mill that was still shown as working on the 1873 Ordnance Survey, but disused by the time of the 1900 
survey. This places its working life firmly in the agricultural expansion of the late 18th and 19th 
centuries, when the flat, wind-exposed lands of the Maelor plain supported productive arable farming. 
The tower survives to two-storey height in brick, with doorways in the east and west sides, and was 
partly in the process of renewal at the time of its inspection. It was listed on 16 November 1962 
notwithstanding its partial survival and poor condition, as a rare surviving example of a once familiar 
building type. 

The village of Bettisfield is dominated by the presence of Bettisfield Hall, a Grade II* listed building of 
at least 16th-century origin associated with the Hanmer family, and the Grade II* Church of St John 
the Baptist, built entirely at Lord Hanmer's expense in 1873. The Llangollen Canal passes through the 
parish, carried across the local landscape on a series of small aqueducts and bridges. The windmill on 
Cadney Moss, shrouded in ivy as one local history source evocatively describes it, represents the 



agricultural economy that sustained this border community before the great house and the railway 
came to define the landscape. 

 
 

 
10. Hayes Farm Mill / Sully Windmill 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Wynt Sili 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Vale of Glamorgan — Sully 
GPS Coordinates: 51.4055, -3.2384 
Current Status: Tower shell — retains fragments of internal machinery; coastal Vale of Glamorgan 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
The windmill tower at Sully — also recorded as Hayes Farm Mill — stands in the Vale of Glamorgan 
coastal strip between Barry and Penarth, on ground that overlooks the Bristol Channel and the 
Somerset coast visible across the water on clear days. The tower retains fragments of its original 
internal machinery, making it one of a small number of unrestored Welsh windmill towers where some 
trace of the working mechanism has survived within the shell. 

Sully is a coastal village whose medieval church of St John the Baptist stands almost at the cliff edge 
above the Bristol Channel. The Sully island — a tidal island accessible on foot at low tide — lies just 
offshore, and the surrounding landscape carries evidence of extensive medieval and earlier settlement. 
The windmill served the agricultural parishes of this fertile coastal strip, where the Vale of Glamorgan's 
productive limestone soils supported mixed farming and a consistent surplus of grain for milling. 

The retention of even fragmentary internal machinery elevates a tower shell from a simple landscape 
curiosity to a document of industrial history. Even partial survival of brake wheels, wallowers, or 
millstone fittings provides evidence of the construction techniques and mechanical systems used in 
Welsh windmill building. The tower is recorded in heritage surveys of the Vale of Glamorgan and forms 
part of the constellation of windmill remains across the coastal strip — alongside the Wick towers, 
Monknash, and Frampton — that collectively preserve the evidence of wind-powered grain milling 
along the Bristol Channel shoreline. 

 
 
 
11. Melin Gwalchmai, Gwalchmai 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Gwalchmai 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Anglesey — Gwalchmai 
GPS Coordinates: 53.2618, -4.4154 
Current Status: Tower standing — served local arable farms of central Anglesey 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Melin Gwalchmai stands at the village of Gwalchmai in the centre of Anglesey, on the ancient road that 
crosses the island from the Menai Strait to Holyhead. The village name — Gwalchmai means Hawk's 
Plain — reflects the flat, open character of this central part of the island, and the hawk's plain that gives 
the village its name is precisely the kind of exposed, wind-swept ground on which a tower mill could 
operate effectively. 

Gwalchmai lies on the route of the A55 and the historic road that preceded it, the route along which 
travellers, coaches, and post horses crossed Anglesey to reach the Holyhead packet boats for Ireland. 



Thomas Telford's great road improvement of the 1820s, which included the Menai Suspension Bridge, 
brought increased traffic through Gwalchmai and made the village a stopping point on one of the most 
heavily used routes in Wales. The windmill would have served the farming community on either side 
of this road, grinding the grain from the flat central fields of the island. 

The tower is recorded in Windmill World and in the Archwilio regional heritage database. It forms part 
of the cluster of windmill towers in central and western Anglesey — alongside Melin Llangefni, Melin 
Orsedd at Llangristiolus, and Melin Frogwy at Bodffordd — that documents the milling infrastructure 
of the agricultural heartland of the island. Gwalchmai also holds a place in Welsh cultural history as 
the location of a famous medieval battle site associated with Owain Gwynedd's victory over Henry II's 
forces in 1157. 

 
 
 
12. St Florence Windmill, Pembrokeshire 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Wynt Llanflorence 
Type: Windmill 
Region: Pembrokeshire — St Florence 
GPS Coordinates: 51.6642, -4.7765 
Current Status: Tower shell — medieval/early modern stone structure; South Pembrokeshire 
Period: Medieval to early modern; South Pembrokeshire 
 
The windmill tower at St Florence stands in the south Pembrokeshire village of that name, in the heart 
of what is sometimes called Little England Beyond Wales — the distinctive English-speaking enclave 
of south Pembrokeshire that was settled by Flemish and English colonists in the 12th century and has 
retained its separate character ever since. The village of St Florence, with its characteristic colour-
washed cottages and 13th-century church, is one of the most attractive of the south Pembrokeshire 
village settlements. 

The tower is described in heritage records as medieval or early modern — potentially earlier in origin 
than the majority of Welsh windmill towers, which date predominantly from the 18th and 19th 
centuries. If the medieval attribution is correct, St Florence would represent one of the oldest windmill 
sites in Wales, part of the tradition of Norman and medieval wind-powered grain milling that was 
introduced to Britain from continental Europe in the 12th and 13th centuries. The Flemish settlers who 
came to south Pembrokeshire in the early 12th century brought with them milling traditions from the 
Low Countries, where windmills were already well-established technology. 

St Florence lies in the rolling countryside between Tenby and Pembroke, in a landscape whose medieval 
character is unusually well preserved. The nearby Carew Castle and its tidal mill, the ancient cross at 
Carew Cheriton, and the prehistoric monuments of the surrounding countryside give this corner of 
Pembrokeshire exceptional heritage depth. The windmill tower at St Florence adds a wind-powered 
milling layer to a landscape where water-powered tidal milling is already documented at Carew from 
the 16th century. 

 
 
 
13. Felin Newydd, Llandyfrydog, Anglesey 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Newydd 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Anglesey — Llandyfrydog 
GPS Coordinates: 53.3312, -4.3184 



Current Status: Late 18th-century rural water-driven corn mill complex; Anglesey inland watermill 
Period: Late 18th century 
 
Felin Newydd — the New Mill — at Llandyfrydog represents the watermill tradition on Anglesey that 
complemented the island's better-known windmill heritage. While Anglesey is celebrated for its 
windmills, the island also had a network of water-powered mills on its rivers and streams, serving the 
farming communities in the valleys and lower-lying areas where sufficient stream flow could be 
maintained through the year. 

Llandyfrydog is a small rural parish in the central-eastern part of Anglesey, whose church of St 
Tyfrydog preserves an ancient dedication to one of the early Welsh saints. The landscape here is gentler 
and more wooded than the exposed western uplands of the island, and the streams draining toward the 
east coast provided adequate power for modest watermill operation. The name Felin Newydd — New 
Mill — implies an earlier mill on the same watercourse that this 18th-century structure replaced or 
succeeded. 

The mill complex is recorded as a late 18th-century water-driven corn mill in the Archwilio heritage 
database and in the combined mills surveys of Anglesey. It represents the agricultural infrastructure of 
a rural parish whose economy was built on mixed farming, and whose location in the interior of the 
island placed it away from both the industrial activity of Amlwch and the trading activity of the Menai 
crossing points. Felin Newydd served a quieter, more self-contained farming community than the mills 
of the north Anglesey coastal strip. 

 
 

 
14. Melin Howell, Llanddeiniolen 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Howell 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Gwynedd — Llanddeiniolen 
GPS Coordinates: 53.1812, -4.1873 
Current Status: Finely preserved rural water-driven corn mill 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Melin Howell at Llanddeiniolen stands in the parish that gave its name to one of the most dramatic 
chapters in 19th-century Welsh industrial history. Llanddeiniolen is the parish within which the great 
Dinorwig Slate Quarry — Chwarel Dinorwig — was carved into the mountainside above Llyn Padarn, 
eventually becoming the second-largest slate quarry in Wales and one of the largest in the world. At its 
peak the quarry employed over three thousand men, transforming the landscape of the Padarn Valley 
and creating the industrial community of Dinorwig village on the quarry terraces. 

Melin Howell predates the quarry's greatest expansion and served the farming community of the lower 
Gwynedd valley before the slate industry came to define the landscape. The mill drew water from the 
streams draining the eastern slopes of the mountains above the Menai Strait, in the gentler, more 
sheltered country below the quarry face. It is described in the combined mills survey as a finely 
preserved rural water-driven corn mill — a designation that implies the survival of substantial fabric 
and possibly machinery beyond what is found at the more ruinous mill sites of the region. 

The parish of Llanddeiniolen encompasses both the industrial grandeur of Dinorwig and the quiet 
agricultural landscape of the Menai lowlands. The mill served the latter — the farming families whose 
fields and pastures ran from the water's edge up toward the quarry slopes, and whose daily lives were 
sustained by locally ground grain before and during the great industrial transformation of the 19th 
century. 

 
 



 
 
15. Felin Fawr, Bethesda 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Fawr 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Gwynedd — Bethesda (Ogwen Valley) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.1782, -4.0594 
Current Status: Historic industrial mill site — associated with slate quarry workshop complex; mountain 
water power 
Period: 19th century; part of Penrhyn Quarry infrastructure 
 
Felin Fawr — the Great Mill — at Bethesda is associated with the extraordinary industrial complex of 
the Penrhyn Slate Quarry, the largest slate quarry in the world at its Victorian peak. Bethesda grew as 
a quarry town in the 19th century, its chapel-dominated streets housing the workforce of a quarry that 
cut the terraced mountain face above the Ogwen Valley into the most spectacular industrial landscape 
in Wales. At its height the Penrhyn Quarry produced more than 100,000 tonnes of finished slate 
annually, roofing buildings across Britain, Europe, and the empire. 

The fast-flowing streams descending from the Carneddau mountains through the Ogwen Valley were 
among the first power sources harnessed at Penrhyn, before the introduction of steam engines and 
later electric power. Water drove the early workshop machinery of the quarry complex — the saw 
frames, polishing tables, and dressing machines that shaped the raw slate into finished products. Felin 
Fawr, driven by local mountain water, formed part of this industrial water-power network. 

The Penrhyn Quarry was the site of one of the most significant industrial disputes in British history: 
the Great Penrhyn Quarry Strike of 1900 to 1903, during which nearly 2,800 quarrymen struck against 
the autocratic management of Lord Penrhyn. The three-year dispute — the longest industrial dispute 
in British history — divided the community of Bethesda deeply and is still remembered in local culture. 
The water mill at Felin Fawr operated in the shadow of this great quarry and its human drama, its 
stream-fed machinery a reminder of the earliest phase of industrial power in the valley before the era 
of steam. 

 
 

 
16. Melin Meloch, Bala 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Meloch 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Gwynedd — Bala (Llyn Tegid) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.9142, -3.5684 
Current Status: Traditional stone corn mill near Llyn Tegid (Bala Lake) 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Melin Meloch stands near the town of Bala and its great lake — Llyn Tegid, the largest natural lake in 
Wales — in the upland basin where the Dee rises before flowing north and east through the Vale of 
Llangollen and across the English border. Bala is a Welsh-speaking market town whose cultural and 
religious significance in the history of Wales far exceeds its modest size. It was at Bala that Thomas 
Charles, one of the founders of the British and Foreign Bible Society, distributed Welsh-language Bibles 
to communities across Wales, and the lake at whose shores he worked is named in Welsh legend as the 
site of a drowned city whose bells can still be heard beneath the water on calm days. 

The streams feeding Llyn Tegid from the surrounding mountains provided reliable power for milling 
in this upland basin. Melin Meloch drew on the fast-flowing water of the Bala area to grind the grain of 



the farming communities around the lake — the upland farms of the Aran mountains to the southwest 
and the gentler pastures of the Dee valley to the north. The lake itself, with its unique population of the 
Gwyniad fish found nowhere else in the world, adds a natural heritage dimension to a landscape already 
rich in cultural and historical significance. 

The mill is described in the combined mills survey as a delightful traditional stone corn mill, a 
characterisation that reflects the quality of its building and its well-preserved rural setting. Bala and its 
surroundings have been a centre of Welsh Nonconformist culture since the 18th century, and the mill 
served a farming community whose chapel life, Welsh language, and ancient traditions survived the 
industrial revolution largely intact in this upland basin. 

 
 
 
17. Felinrhyd Fawr, Maentwrog 
 
Welsh Name: Felinrhyd Fawr 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Gwynedd — Maentwrog (Vale of Ffestiniog) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.9392, -3.9984 
Current Status: Historic estate mill on the Dwyryd catchment; Vale of Ffestiniog setting 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Felinrhyd Fawr stands in the landscape of the Vale of Ffestiniog, one of the most beautiful and 
historically significant valleys in Wales. The Dwyryd river and its tributaries draining from the 
Moelwyn mountains and the Migneint uplands flow through a landscape that contains the 
extraordinary walled gardens of Plas Brondanw — the ancestral home of the architect Clough Williams-
Ellis, who created Portmeirion — and the woodland estate of Tan-y-Bwlch, now managed as a National 
Park study centre by the Snowdonia National Park Authority. 

The mill name Felinrhyd Fawr — the Great Mill of the Ford — indicates a site associated with a 
significant crossing point on a local watercourse, a pattern common in the nomenclature of Welsh mills 
where the mill site and its associated river ford were both landmarks of practical importance to the 
farming community. The Dwyryd catchment provided the consistent flow needed to power an estate 
mill of this size through the seasonal variations in rainfall across the Ffestiniog uplands. 

Maentwrog village, whose massive standing stone gives it its name — Maen Twrog, the Stone of Twrog, 
reputedly placed here by the 6th-century saint — stands at the head of the tidal estuary of the Dwyryd, 
where the river meets the sea at Tremadog Bay. The Festiniog Railway, built in 1836 to carry slate from 
the quarries at Blaenau Ffestiniog to the port at Porthmadog, runs through this valley and remains one 
of the most celebrated heritage railways in the world. The mill at Felinrhyd Fawr served the agricultural 
estate economy of this valley before the railway transformed it. 

 
 

 
18. Felin Gyffin, Conwy 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Gyffin 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Conwy — Conwy town 
GPS Coordinates: 53.2764, -3.8322 
Current Status: Ancient mill site outside the Conwy town walls; powered by the Gyffin stream 
Period: Medieval origin; 18th–19th century building 
 



Felin Gyffin sits just outside the medieval walls of Conwy, one of the most completely walled towns in 
Europe. The walls of Conwy were built by Edward I between 1283 and 1287 as part of his Iron Ring of 
castles — the programme of fortification that secured English control of north Wales after the conquest. 
The mill draws its power from the Afon Gyffin, a stream that flows down from the hills south of Conwy 
to enter the town from the south and discharge into the estuary of the Conwy River. 

A mill outside the town walls in a position like Felin Gyffin's typically had a medieval origin, serving 
the town's burgesses and the surrounding agricultural community from a site positioned to catch the 
stream flow before it entered the built-up area. The Conwy town walls — which survive almost 
completely along their full circuit — enclose a medieval planned town whose street pattern, castle, and 
quay remain legible today. The mill on the Gyffin stream was as essential to the economic life of this 
walled town as the castle was to its military security. 

Conwy's heritage density is extraordinary: the castle is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the Aberconwy 
House is the oldest surviving town house in Wales dating from the 14th century, and the suspension 
bridge of 1826 by Thomas Telford — designed in a gothic style to complement the castle — carries traffic 
across the estuary alongside the later rail bridge and the 20th-century road tunnel. Felin Gyffin, in its 
position just outside the great walls, represents the productive economy that sustained this celebrated 
medieval town. 

 
 

 
19. Felin Isaf, Llanrwst 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Isaf 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Conwy — Llanrwst (Conwy Valley) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.1345, -3.7915 
Current Status: Grade listed — beautifully preserved 17th-century watermill with overshot wheel 
Period: 17th century; overshot wheel 
 
Felin Isaf — the Lower Mill — at Llanrwst is described in the combined mills survey as a beautifully 
preserved 17th-century watermill with an overshot wheel. The town of Llanrwst sits in the middle 
Conwy Valley, a broad agricultural lowland enclosed by the mountains of Snowdonia to the west and 
the Denbigh Moors to the east. It is a Welsh-speaking market town with strong cultural associations: 
the bridge of 1636 across the Conwy River, attributed by tradition to Inigo Jones, is one of the most 
photographed structures in north Wales. 

The overshot wheel at Felin Isaf — where water falls onto the top of the wheel from above, providing 
maximum mechanical efficiency — requires a reliable head of water delivered from a leat or millpond 
positioned above the wheel level. In the Conwy Valley the streams descending from the flanking 
mountains provided consistent flow, and the 17th-century date for this mill places it in the period of 
agricultural development that preceded the great expansion of milling capacity in the 18th century. 

Llanrwst was an important centre of the Welsh harp-making tradition in the 18th and 19th centuries, 
and the town's market served the farming communities of the middle Conwy Valley. The mill at Felin 
Isaf, with its preserved 17th-century fabric, represents the agricultural foundation on which this 
cultural and commercial life rested. Its listing reflects the rarity of surviving 17th-century mill buildings 
in Wales with their original wheel type intact. 

 
 

 
 
 



20. Melin y Coed, Llanrwst 
 
Welsh Name: Melin y Coed 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Conwy — Llanrwst (Conwy Valley) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.1215, -3.8118 
Current Status: Historic rural mill in wooded Conwy valley 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Melin y Coed — the Wood Mill — takes its name from the wooded setting of the Conwy Valley in which 
it stands, below the forested slopes that rise toward the Denbigh Moors on the eastern side of the valley. 
The mill is one of two surviving historic watermill sites in the Llanrwst area — alongside Felin Isaf — 
reflecting the milling demand of a market town community and its surrounding agricultural parishes. 

The Conwy Valley narrows and deepens south of Llanrwst, and the wooded character of the valley 
slopes becomes more pronounced as the river approaches its mountain headwaters. The streams 
flowing westward from the Denbigh Moors through this wooded landscape provided the power for mills 
like Melin y Coed, whose name acknowledges the character of the setting as directly as any Welsh mill 
name does. 

The two Llanrwst mills — Felin Isaf and Melin y Coed — served different aspects of the same 
community, processing grain from the valley floor farmlands and the upland grazing commons. 
Together they represent the milling infrastructure of a Conwy Valley market centre whose agricultural 
economy has sustained Welsh-speaking communities in this landscape continuously from the medieval 
period to the present. 

 
 

 
21. Felin Isaf, Glanywern, Denbighshire 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Isaf, Glanywern 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Denbighshire — Glanywern (Vale of Clwyd) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.2081, -3.3524 
Current Status: Classic Vale of Clwyd corn mill; river-powered 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Felin Isaf at Glanywern — the Lower Mill at the Riverside — is one of the watermill sites of the Vale of 
Clwyd, the broad fertile valley that runs north-south through Denbighshire between the Clwydian 
Range to the east and the Mynydd Hiraethog uplands to the west. The Vale of Clwyd is one of the most 
productive agricultural landscapes in north Wales, its deep alluvial soils supporting mixed farming of 
a quality that made it historically one of the richest parts of the country. 

The River Clwyd and its tributaries provided the power that drove the mills of this valley, and Felin Isaf 
at Glanywern utilised the local river system in the pattern common to Vale of Clwyd milling — a weir 
diverting water into a millrace, an undershot or overshot wheel, and a stone-built mill building of the 
type found across the agricultural landscape of northeast Wales. The name Glanywern — the Bank of 
the Alders — reflects the riparian setting of the mill, beside the alder-lined streams that were 
characteristic of the valley floor. 

The Vale of Clwyd is overlooked by Denbigh Castle on its dramatic limestone outcrop and by the hilltop 
earthwork of Moel Arthur on the Clwydian Range. The valley floor below these upland fortifications 
was the productive agricultural heart of Denbighshire, and Felin Isaf was one of the mills that processed 



its grain harvest. The mill is recorded in the Denbighshire Historic Environment Record and in the 
combined mills survey. 

 
 

 
22. Felin Rhyd-y-gynnan, Ruthin 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Rhyd-y-gynnan 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Denbighshire — Ruthin (Vale of Clwyd) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.1254, -3.3142 
Current Status: Industrial-scale valley watermill preserving historic layouts 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Felin Rhyd-y-gynnan stands in the Ruthin area of the Vale of Clwyd, near the ancient market town that 
has been a centre of Denbighshire life since the medieval period. Ruthin — Rhuthun in Welsh — grew 
around its castle, first built by Dafydd ap Gruffudd in the 13th century and subsequently held by the 
English crown. The town's medieval street plan, its timber-framed buildings, and its market square 
reflect the prosperity of a local centre that served the agricultural communities of the surrounding vale 
for seven centuries. 

The mill name Rhyd-y-gynnan — the Ford of the Hounds — connects the site to a specific crossing point 
on a local watercourse, one associated in local memory or landscape tradition with hunting or the 
movement of hounds across the stream. The ford and the mill were both landmarks in the daily 
navigation of the agricultural community, and the name preserves a fragment of that pre-modern 
landscape memory. 

The mill is described in the combined survey as an industrial-scale valley watermill — a characterisation 
that implies a building larger than a simple farm mill, capable of processing grain from a wider 
catchment area than a purely local operation. This scale would have been appropriate for a mill serving 
the rich farmland around Ruthin, one of the most productive corners of the Vale of Clwyd. The mill is 
recorded in the Denbighshire Historic Environment Record. 

 
 
 

23. Melin Chwiler, Bodfari 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Chwiler 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Denbighshire — Bodfari (Wheeler Valley) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.2215, -3.3594 
Current Status: Large significant watermill in the scenic Wheeler Valley 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Melin Chwiler stands on the Afon Chwiler — the Wheeler River — in the narrow valley of Bodfari at the 
northern end of the Clwydian Range, where the hills descend toward the coastal plain of Flintshire and 
the Dee estuary. The Wheeler Valley cuts through limestone country, and the village of Bodfari — with 
its ancient church and holy well of St Deifer — sits at the point where the valley opens out onto the 
broader lowlands of the northern vale. 

The Afon Chwiler is a fast-flowing limestone stream whose consistent gradient and volume made it 
well-suited to watermill power, and Melin Chwiler is described in the combined survey as a large, 



significant watermill — implying a building of some scale and importance in the milling infrastructure 
of this part of Denbighshire. The northern end of the Clwydian Range was productive agricultural 
country, and the mills of the Wheeler Valley processed grain from both the valley floor farms and the 
upland grazing parishes of the range itself. 

The Clwydian Range is now an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and the Wheeler Valley through 
which Melin Chwiler's stream flows is one of the most attractive of the small valleys cutting through 
the eastern face of the range. The Offa's Dyke Path passes through this area, and the combination of 
natural beauty, ancient earthworks, and historic mill sites gives the Bodfari area a heritage richness 
that is perhaps less well-known than the more celebrated landscapes of Snowdonia or the 
Pembrokeshire coast. 

 
 
 
24. Rhewl Mill, Ruthin 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Rhewl 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Denbighshire — Rhewl, Ruthin (Vale of Clwyd) 
GPS Coordinates: 53.1394, -3.3312 
Current Status: Classic Vale of Clwyd corn mill shell with intact millrace 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Rhewl Mill stands at the small Vale of Clwyd settlement of Rhewl, south of Ruthin on the floor of the 
valley, where the River Clwyd flows south toward its headwaters in the uplands of the Mynydd 
Hiraethog. The name Rhewl derives from the Welsh for frost or ice — Rhewl — reflecting the 
susceptibility of this low-lying valley floor to winter freezing, a characteristic noted by travellers 
through the vale across the centuries. 

The mill is recorded in the combined survey as a classic Vale of Clwyd corn mill shell with an intact 
millrace — the channel that directed water from the river weir to the mill wheel. The survival of the 
millrace is significant: millraces were often filled in, diverted, or lost when mills ceased operation, and 
their preservation provides direct physical evidence of the hydraulic system that powered the mill. The 
intact millrace at Rhewl can be read as a piece of industrial landscape archaeology, tracing the route of 
the diverted stream from weir to wheel chamber. 

Rhewl lies in the agricultural heartland of the Vale of Clwyd, surrounded by farms whose fields extend 
up the valley slopes to meet the moorland edge. The mill served this farming community across the 
18th and 19th centuries, its millstone sets reducing the harvest grain to flour and animal feed for the 
families and livestock of the valley. The intact millrace is a particularly valuable survival in a landscape 
where much of the milling infrastructure has been lost. 

 
 

 
25. Llanarmon Mill, Denbighshire 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Llanarmon 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Denbighshire — Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog 
GPS Coordinates: 53.0964, -3.2125 
Current Status: Historic limestone country mill serving upland parish 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 



Melin Llanarmon stands in the Ceiriog Valley, one of the most celebrated and secluded of the Welsh 
border valleys, enclosed between the Berwyn Mountains to the south and the Llantysilio range to the 
north. The village of Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog — Llanarmon in the Valley of the Ceiriog — is the 
highest settlement in the valley, a cluster of stone farmhouses, a pub, and an ancient church dedicated 
to St Garmon. The valley is among the most unspoiled in Wales, its character almost unchanged from 
the 19th century. 

The Afon Ceiriog runs fast and clear from its headwaters in the Berwyn Mountains, and its consistent 
gradient and volume made it an excellent power source for the mills of the valley. Melin Llanarmon 
served the upland farming parish at the valley head, processing the grain of communities who lived at 
altitudes where the growing season was short and the land more suited to pastoral than arable farming. 
The mill was therefore a critical resource for communities that grew some grain but depended on 
milling to make the most of limited harvest yields. 

The Ceiriog Valley was celebrated by the 19th-century poet and linguist John Ceiriog Hughes — known 
simply as Ceiriog — whose lyric poetry in Welsh set to traditional tunes produced some of the best-
loved songs in the Welsh language tradition. He was born at Llawr y Glyn in the valley and is 
commemorated in the area. The mill at Llanarmon served the farming community from which this 
poetic tradition grew, its stone walls and millrace a practical counterpart to the cultural heritage the 
valley is celebrated for. 

 
 

 
26. Felin Gwallter, Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Gwallter 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Ceredigion — Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn 
GPS Coordinates: 52.3785, -3.9421 
Current Status: Superb example of a traditional mid-Wales valley watermill 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Felin Gwallter — Walter's Mill — stands in the Ystwyth Valley near Llanfihangel-y-Creuddyn in 
Ceredigion, a village whose church dedication to St Michael reflects the early Christian settlement of 
this upland river valley east of Aberystwyth. The Afon Ystwyth rises in the lead-mining uplands of mid-
Wales and flows westward through increasingly pastoral country before reaching the sea at 
Aberystwyth, and the mills of this valley served the farming communities strung along its course. 

The combined survey describes Felin Gwallter as a superb example of a traditional mid-Wales valley 
watermill — a designation that implies both the quality of the surviving fabric and the typicality of its 
construction and setting. Mid-Wales valley watermills represent a distinct vernacular tradition: stone-
built, modest in scale, dependent on fast-flowing mountain streams, and serving scattered farming 
communities in landscapes where roads were poor and local processing was essential to survival. 

The Ystwyth Valley is notable for the remains of its lead and silver mining industry, which operated in 
the headwaters of the river from the Roman period through to the late 19th century. The mill at Felin 
Gwallter served the agricultural rather than the industrial economy of the valley, but it operated in a 
landscape where the two economies coexisted, where the miner's household depended on locally 
ground grain just as the farmer's did. The Welsh name Gwallter — Walter — preserves the memory of 
an individual miller or landowner whose identity has otherwise been lost to the documentary record. 

 
 

 
 
 



27. Melin Trefilan, Talsarn 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Trefilan 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Ceredigion — Talsarn (Aeron Valley) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.1954, -4.1121 
Current Status: Isolated rural corn mill; traditional mid-Wales masonry 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Melin Trefilan stands near the small Ceredigion village of Talsarn in the Aeron Valley, one of the quieter 
river valleys of west Wales flowing from the Cambrian Mountains to Cardigan Bay. The Aeron Valley is 
pastoral country, its farms producing dairy cattle and sheep on the small enclosed fields that 
characterise the Ceredigion upland fringe. The mill served the grain-processing needs of a farming 
community whose location between the upland moors and the coastal lowlands gave it access to both 
pastoral and arable resources. 

The name Trefilan — the Town of Meilân, or possibly the Town of the Mill — connects the settlement 
directly to the milling tradition of the area, a pattern in Welsh place nomenclature where the mill was 
sufficiently important to give its name to the community around it. The isolated position of the mill, 
noted in the combined survey, reflects the dispersed settlement pattern of rural Ceredigion where farms 
were scattered across the landscape rather than clustered in nucleated villages. 

The Aeron Valley is one of the least-visited of the Ceredigion river valleys, lacking the tourist draw of 
the Teifi gorge at Cenarth or the coastal glamour of Aberystwyth, but preserving an agricultural 
landscape character of considerable historical integrity. Melin Trefilan, with its traditional stone 
construction and isolated position, represents the self-sufficient local economy of a Ceredigion 
community that processed its own grain, raised its own livestock, and maintained its Welsh language 
and nonconformist culture across the 19th and 20th centuries. 

 
 

 
28. Felin Carrog, Llanrhystud 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Carrog 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Ceredigion — Llanrhystud (Wyre Valley) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.3115, -4.1294 
Current Status: Ancient water-driven mill site associated with the Carrog estate 
Period: 18th–19th century; ancient mill site 
 
Felin Carrog stands in the Wyre Valley near the coastal village of Llanrhystud, one of a cluster of mill 
sites in this part of Ceredigion that exploited the streams draining from the Cambrian Mountains to 
the sea at Cardigan Bay. The mill is associated in local records with the Carrog estate — a landed 
property of the area — following the pattern common in rural Wales where estate mills served both the 
lord's lands and the surrounding tenant farms. 

Llanrhystud parish encompasses both the coastal strip near the village and the upland grazing 
commons in the hills above. The streams draining from these uplands provided the power for the valley 
mills, and the agricultural communities along the Wyre Valley were among the consumers of locally 
ground grain. The coast near Llanrhystud is part of the Ceredigion Heritage Coast, where the cliffs and 
beaches between Aberystwyth and Aberaeron attract visitors to a shoreline that has changed little since 
the 19th century. 



The Carrog estate name preserves a Welsh word — carrog, meaning a torrent or rushing stream — that 
describes the character of the watercourse the mill exploited. This is a common pattern in Welsh mill 
nomenclature, where the physical character of the power source is embedded in the name of both the 
stream and the mill. Felin Carrog is recorded in heritage surveys of Ceredigion and forms part of the 
broader picture of the milling infrastructure that sustained the farming communities of the Wyre 
Valley. 

 
 

 
29. Trefnanney Watermill, Meifod 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Trefnanney 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Powys — Meifod (Vyrnwy Valley) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.7125, -3.1956 
Current Status: Traditional Montgomeryshire timber-framed and stone watermill 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Trefnanney Watermill stands in the Vyrnwy Valley near the village of Meifod in Montgomeryshire — 
Powys — one of the most historically significant valley communities in mid-Wales. Meifod was the chief 
royal residence of the kings of Powys in the early medieval period, and the church of Saints Tysilio and 
Mary at Meifod was the mother church of northern Powys, its ecclesiastical importance reflected in the 
collection of Early Christian carved stone fragments preserved within its walls. The Vyrnwy Valley was 
therefore not a peripheral landscape but a heartland of medieval Welsh political and ecclesiastical 
power. 

The mill at Trefnanney is described in the combined survey as a traditional Montgomeryshire timber-
framed and stone watermill — a construction type that reflects the building traditions of this border 
county, where timber framing was more common than in the stone-built west Wales tradition. The 
combination of stone lower walls and timber-framed upper sections is characteristic of 
Montgomeryshire agricultural buildings, and the mill's construction represents a regional vernacular 
tradition that bridges the Welsh and English building cultures of this border landscape. 

The Afon Vyrnwy, which powers the mill, is one of the principal rivers of mid-Wales, rising near Lake 
Vyrnwy — the Victorian reservoir that drowned the village of Llanwddyn in 1888 to supply water to 
Liverpool. The river's long course through Montgomeryshire sustained a series of mills and agricultural 
communities, and Trefnanney was one of the processing points in this system. The mill is recorded in 
the Powys Historic Environment Record. 

 
 

 
30. Bacheiddon Mill, Aberhosan 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Bacheiddon 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Powys — Aberhosan (upper Dyfi Valley) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.5694, -3.7812 
Current Status: Remote evocative uplands watermill site 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Bacheiddon Mill stands in the upland country near the remote hamlet of Aberhosan in the upper Dyfi 
Valley, in one of the most sparsely populated and least-visited landscapes of mid-Wales. The Dyfi — 



Dovey in English — rises on the flanks of the Aran Fawddwy and Glaslyn summits and flows westward 
through a broad, peat-rich valley to reach the sea at Aberdyfi. The upper valley around Aberhosan is 
high, wet, and isolated, with the fast-flowing streams and rough pastures of a classic Welsh upland 
farming landscape. 

The mill is described in the combined survey as a remote, evocative uplands watermill site — a 
characterisation that captures both the physical isolation of the location and the atmosphere of a mill 
building that has stood in this landscape long after its working days ended. Upland mills of this kind 
served farming communities of exceptional self-sufficiency, where the nearest market town might be 
many miles of difficult road away and local grain processing was not a convenience but a necessity. 

Aberhosan lies at the edge of the Cambrian Mountains, a landscape designated as a Special Area of 
Conservation for its blanket bog and upland habitats. The ancient trackways and droving roads that 
crossed this terrain connected the upland farms to the markets of Machynlleth to the west and 
Llanidloes to the east, and the mills on the headwater streams were critical nodes in the agricultural 
system of an otherwise isolated community. 

 
 

 
31. Felin Crewi, Penegoes 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Crewi 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Powys — Penegoes (upper Dyfi Valley) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.5891, -3.8115 
Current Status: Historic roadside watermill; classic Welsh stone construction 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Felin Crewi stands at Penegoes in the upper Dyfi Valley, on the historic road between Machynlleth and 
Dolgellau that has been one of the main routes through mid-Wales since the medieval period. The Afon 
Crewi — a tributary of the Dyfi — gives the mill its name and powered its wheel, and the roadside 
position of the mill reflects the common pattern of siting mills where farm traffic, passing travellers, 
and local customers could all access them without significant detour. 

Penegoes is a small village in the parish of the same name, whose church preserves an early dedication 
and stands amid the farmland of the Dyfi Valley floor between the mountains of Snowdonia to the north 
and the Plynlimon uplands to the south. The valley here is relatively sheltered and productive by upland 
Welsh standards, and the farming communities of the Penegoes area would have depended on Felin 
Crewi for grain processing from the surrounding fields and small holdings. 

The combined survey describes the mill as showing classic Welsh stone construction — a characteristic 
of the building tradition across mid-Wales, where local slate and sandstone were the dominant 
materials for agricultural buildings. Machynlleth, the nearest market town, is historically significant as 
the location of the parliament summoned by Owain Glyndŵr in 1404, at the high point of his rebellion 
against English rule. The mill at Felin Crewi served a community whose landscape history reaches from 
that medieval resistance to the agricultural economy of the 19th century. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



32. Felin Fach, Brecon 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Fach 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Powys — Felin Fach, Brecon (Brecon Beacons fringe) 
GPS Coordinates: 51.9815, -3.3325 
Current Status: Village corn mill on the northern fringe of the Brecon Beacons 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Felin Fach — the Little Mill — stands at the small village of the same name on the northern fringes of 
the Brecon Beacons, in the farming country between the Usk Valley and the upland massif of the 
Beacons. The village of Felin Fach is itself named from the mill — a common pattern in Welsh 
settlement where a mill was the defining feature of a small community — and the settlement clusters 
around the historic corn mill site beside the stream that powered it. 

The northern edge of the Brecon Beacons is productive mixed-farming country, where the limestone 
upland grasslands above give way to the enclosed fields and hedgerow lanes of the Usk Valley below. 
The farming communities of this fringe landscape brought their grain to local mills like Felin Fach, 
which processed the harvest from the fields visible from the mill site. The Usk Valley to the south is one 
of the most scenic in Wales, and the Brecon Beacons National Park boundary encompasses the upland 
to the north of the village. 

Felin Fach today is perhaps best known as the location of the Griffin Inn, a pub and restaurant that has 
gained a national reputation for the quality of its food and accommodation. The combination of the 
historic mill site, the farming landscape, and the contemporary food culture of the Griffin gives Felin 
Fach a particular character — a community where the agricultural heritage of the mill tradition has 
been succeeded by a different kind of engagement with locally produced food. 

 
 

 
33. Knighton Mill, Knighton 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Tref-y-Clawdd 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Powys — Knighton (Tref-y-Clawdd) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.3452, -3.0485 
Current Status: Border-town corn mill close to Offa's Dyke 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Knighton Mill stands in the border town of Knighton — Tref-y-Clawdd in Welsh, the Town of the Dyke 
— one of the few towns in Britain that straddles the ancient earthwork of Offa's Dyke, the 8th-century 
boundary constructed by the Mercian king Offa to separate his kingdom from the Welsh territory to 
the west. The Offa's Dyke Path National Trail passes through Knighton, and the town is the home of 
the Offa's Dyke Association and its visitor centre. 

The River Teme flows through Knighton, providing the water power that drove the town corn mill 
through the 18th and 19th centuries. Knighton is a market town serving the hill farming communities 
of the Radnorshire uplands — a landscape of ancient sheep walks, scattered farmsteads, and the ridge-
and-valley terrain of the border hills that stretches across the traditional county of Radnorshire into 
Shropshire and Herefordshire. The mill processed grain from this border farming community and 
served the domestic economy of a town that was always culturally and commercially a point of contact 
between the Welsh and English worlds. 



Knighton sits at the junction of the Welsh and English border cultures in a way few other towns do — 
its Welsh name, its English speaking majority, its position directly on Offa's Dyke, and its market town 
function serving both Welsh upland farms and English lowland agriculture make it a genuinely 
bicultural settlement. The mill was part of the economic infrastructure of this border world, and its 
location close to the dyke connects the agricultural history of the 18th and 19th centuries to the political 
boundary that was laid down a thousand years earlier. 

 
 
34. Melin y Groes, Llanymynech 
 
Welsh Name: Melin y Groes 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Powys — Llanymynech (Montgomeryshire Canal) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.7814, -3.0912 
Current Status: Historic mill linked to the Montgomeryshire Canal and river trade networks 
Period: 18th–19th century; canal era 
 
Melin y Groes — the Mill of the Cross — stands near Llanymynech on the River Vyrnwy, at a point 
where the village straddles the border between Montgomeryshire in Wales and Shropshire in England. 
The Montgomeryshire Canal, one of the canal arms built to serve the agricultural and industrial 
communities of mid-Wales, passed through Llanymynech and connected the area to the wider canal 
network of England, providing a water-borne trade route for agricultural produce and raw materials 
that transformed the local economy in the early 19th century. 

The lime quarries of Llanymynech Hill — a prominent limestone outcrop straddling the border — were 
among the most important in the region, and the village was a significant centre of the lime-burning 
trade that spread agricultural lime across the fields of Montgomeryshire and Shropshire. The mill at 
Melin y Groes operated alongside this industrial activity, processing the grain of farming communities 
whose fields had been improved by the application of lime from the local quarries. 

The combined survey notes the mill's connection to the early canal and river trade networks — an apt 
description of a site whose position on the Vyrnwy and proximity to the Montgomeryshire Canal placed 
it at the intersection of two transport systems that moved goods through this border landscape. 
Llanymynech is also the site of Offa's Dyke earthworks on the hilltop above the village, adding another 
layer of border history to a community whose position between Wales and England has shaped every 
aspect of its economic and cultural life. 

 
 

 
35. Felin Llywel, Llywel 
 
Welsh Name: Felin Llywel 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Powys — Llywel (upper Usk / Breconshire) 
GPS Coordinates: 51.9542, -3.6485 
Current Status: Authentic rural watermill serving upland farming community 
Period: 18th–19th century 
 
Felin Llywel stands in the upland parish of Llywel in Breconshire — now Powys — in the country 
between the Brecon Beacons to the east and the Black Mountain to the west. The parish church of St 
David at Llywel is one of the ancient upland churches of Breconshire, and the community it served was 
a farming population whose livelihood depended on the sheep grazing of the surrounding hills and the 
limited arable cultivation of the valley bottoms. 



The mill name Felin Llywel takes the name of the parish itself, following the pattern common in 
sparsely populated upland areas where a single mill served an entire parish community and was 
identified by that community's name rather than by a specific topographic or personal designation. The 
streams draining from the limestone uplands of the Mynydd Du — the Black Mountain — provided the 
power for the mill, which processed the modest grain harvests of farming families whose primary 
resource was their flocks of Welsh Mountain sheep on the surrounding commons. 

Llywel is a quiet upland parish in a corner of Powys that sees little tourist traffic, its landscape defined 
by the open moorland of the Black Mountain and the narrow-wooded valleys that cut through the 
limestone plateau. The Roman Road that crossed this upland from Brecon to the west passes through 
the parish, a reminder that this remote landscape was once a route of strategic importance. Felin Llywel 
served a farming community that persisted in this landscape across the centuries, grinding the grain 
that sustained upland life through the 18th and 19th centuries. 

 
 

 
36. Tregynon Mill, Tregynon 
 
Welsh Name: Melin Tregynon 
Type: Watermill 
Region: Powys — Tregynon (Montgomeryshire) 
GPS Coordinates: 52.5691, -3.3294 
Current Status: Principal historic estate mill for Gregynog Hall 
Period: 18th–19th century; associated with the Gregynog estate 
 
Tregynon Mill served as the principal corn mill for the Gregynog estate, one of the most historically 
significant landed estates in Montgomeryshire and, in the 20th century, one of the most celebrated 
cultural centres in Wales. Gregynog Hall, standing in its 750-acre estate four miles north-west of 
Newtown, has been a seat of power and patronage since the medieval period. From the 15th century it 
was the home of the Blayney family, who claimed descent from the early Welsh princes and whose coat 
of arms is carved in the oak panelling of the Blayney Room. 

The estate passed through the Hanbury-Tracy family, was purchased by the railway and coal magnate 
David Davies in the early 20th century and reached its greatest cultural prominence under his 
granddaughters Gwendoline and Margaret Davies. The two sisters, who had witnessed the horrors of 
the First World War while volunteering at a canteen on the front lines, devoted their inherited wealth 
to art, music, and the welfare of their community. They established the Gregynog Press — one of the 
finest private presses in Britain — and filled the hall with music, poetry, and some of the most important 
Impressionist paintings in Wales, now in the National Museum of Wales. On her death in 1963, 
Margaret Davies left the hall to the University of Wales. 

The mill at Tregynon was the estate mill that ground the grain of the Gregynog farms and provided 
flour for the household through the centuries of the estate's operation. The streams of the upper Severn 
catchment around Tregynon provided its power, and the mill building served a working agricultural 
function that underlay the cultural grandeur of the hall above it. The Gregynog Trust, which acquired 
the hall in 2019, continues the sisters' tradition of hospitality and cultural programming on the 750-
acre estate. 
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Before the Mill, There Was Hunger 
 

To understand what the mills of Wales meant, you have to begin not with the mill but with the grain. A 
field of rye or barley cut in September is useless to the family that grew it until someone has dried it, 
threshed it, and ground it to flour. The grinding was the hardest part. Before mechanised milling, it fell 
to women, done by hand on a saddle quern or rotary quern — hours of daily labour producing a few 
pounds of coarse flour, enough perhaps to make a day's bread. It was one of the most exhausting and 
time-consuming tasks in the pre-industrial household, repeated without pause for as long as the family 
needed to eat. 

The mill changed this. A waterwheel turning a pair of millstones could grind in an hour what a woman 
grinding by hand could not produce in a day. The labour released was not trivial — it was 
transformative. Freed from the quern, women could tend livestock, make cloth, raise children, tend a 
garden, bake, brew, preserve. The mill did not merely process grain. It restructured the economy of 
time within every household it served. And in Wales, where the terrain is hard, the soil thin in many 
places, and the communities scattered across valleys and uplands far from any centre, the local mill 
was not a convenience. It was the difference between surviving the winter and not. 

This is the foundation from which everything else in the history of Welsh milling flows. The castle that 
dominates the valley was built to control the territory. The chapel that stands at the crossroads was 
built to sustain the spirit. The mill was built to feed the people. And unlike the castle, which served the 
powerful, and unlike the chapel, which served the faithful, the mill served everyone — the lord and the 
labourer, the farmer and the townsman, the monastic estate and the mountain croft. It is the most 
democratic of Wales's historic structures, and it is among the least celebrated. 

Ancient Origins — Water, Wind, and Stone 
 

Milling in Wales is old. How old is a question the landscape itself answers in fragments. The Domesday 
Book of 1086 — the great survey of England and Wales commissioned by William the Conqueror — 
records a mill at Marford on the River Alyn in what is now Wrexham County Borough. This places the 
site of Marford Mill in the documentary record of Wales nearly a thousand years ago, but a mill 
recorded in 1086 implies a community that had been milling at that location for some time before the 
Norman scribes arrived. The Roman villa discovered near Rossett in 2020 suggests that this corner of 
the Alyn valley has been farmed and inhabited since the first centuries of the common era. The mill 
and the farm were companions from the beginning. 

On Anglesey, the earliest documented watermill stands at Melin Hywel near Llanddeusant, recorded 
in the Commote accounts of 1335 and confirmed again in 1352. The record names a mill at this precise 
location on the banks of the Afon Alaw over six and a half centuries ago. The machinery installed in the 
years after its 1975 restoration, and the Grade II* listing it received in 1971, reflect the national 
recognition of a site whose working history is among the longest and most continuous of any surviving 
mill building in Wales. 

The tidal mills complicate the question of origins still further. Felin Carnau at Trearddur Bay on Holy 
Island has a documentary reference dated to 1524, but the site is believed older. Church Island Tidal 
Mill in the Menai Strait was first recorded in the early to mid 16th century. These mills exploited the 
tidal range of the Irish Sea which reaches five metres or more around Anglesey to impound water 
behind dams and release it through undershot wheels as the tide fell. This technology was not a Welsh 
invention; it arrived with the Normans in the 11th and 12th centuries and spread along the coasts of 
Britain from Brittany and Normandy, where tidal milling had been practised since at least the 8th 
century. But the Welsh coastline, with some of the highest tidal ranges in Europe, was exceptionally 
well suited to it. 

The windmill tradition on Anglesey is younger than the watermill tradition but no less significant in its 
reach. The island's flatness and exposure to the prevailing westerlies made it poor country for water 
milling but ideal for wind. By the mid-18th century, the island had more than thirty working windmills 



serving its farming communities, and the tower of Melin Rhosfawr at Llanfair Mathafarn Eithaf — 
dating to 1757 — and the tower of Melin Orsedd at Llangristiolus — dating to 1754 are among the earliest 
specifically datable survivors of an island tradition that at its height made Anglesey the most intensively 
wind-milled piece of land in Wales. The island was known historically as Mam Cymru — the Mother of 
Wales for its ability to feed the population of the north. The windmills were the mechanism by which 
that feeding was accomplished. 

The Monastic Mills — The Church as Miller 
 

Before the reformation dissolved the monasteries and scattered their estates, it was the great religious 
houses of Wales that owned and operated many of the country's most productive mills. The relationship 
between the monasteries and the mills was not incidental. The Cistercian order, which founded its great 
Welsh abbeys at Tintern, Llantarnam, Strata Florida, Neath, and Cwmhir in the 12th and 13th 
centuries, was built on the principle of agricultural self-sufficiency. The monks farmed, they managed 
their granges, and they milled. The mill was as essential to monastic economy as the cloister was to 
monastic devotion. 

At Monknash in the Vale of Glamorgan, the grange of Neath Abbey operated a watermill beside the 
coastal farmstead that supplied the mother house with grain, livestock, and produce from the 12th 
century. The windmill tower that stands today near Monknash carries the same name Melin Mynach, 
the Monk's Mill preserving in its Welsh name the memory of the religious ownership that shaped the 
agricultural landscape of this corner of the Vale for centuries before the dissolution brought it to an 
end. 

At Holywell in Flintshire, Groes Onnen Windmill stands on a site where Basingwerk Abbey is believed 
to have maintained a medieval windmill. The abbey, founded in 1132, controlled the flow of St 
Winefride's Well the miraculous spring whose water has drawn pilgrims for fourteen centuries and 
whose volume was sufficient to power the entire industrial complex of the Greenfield Valley below it. 
The connection between monastic water management, sacred geography, and wind-powered milling at 
this single point in the Flintshire landscape is a compressed version of the relationship between the 
Church and Welsh milling writ small. 

The dissolution of the monasteries between 1536 and 1540 transferred the ownership of monastic mills 
to the crown and then to the Welsh gentry who purchased or were granted the dissolved estates. The 
physical mills continued grinding; only the ownership changed. But the dissolution broke something 
in the management of the Welsh agricultural landscape that took generations to repair, and the mills 
that had been maintained by monastic labour and monastic capital now fell to lay owners whose 
interest in maintenance was not always as consistent as the abbots who had preceded them. 

The Lord's Mill — Compulsion, Monopoly, and Resistance 
 

The relationship between the mill and the lord was defined, in medieval Wales as in medieval England, 
by the concept of suit of mill — the legal obligation of tenants within a manor to bring their grain to the 
lord's mill for grinding and to pay a toll for the privilege. This obligation, known in Welsh as the melin 
frenhinol or king's mill tradition, was one of the most resented features of manorial life. The toll 
typically one sixteenth of the grain ground was a tax on subsistence, extracted at the point of greatest 
necessity. A family that had grown enough grain to survive the winter was reduced by a portion of it 
before they could eat. 

The resentment generated by suit of mill was deep and lasting, and it expressed itself in the most 
practical way available: by grinding grain illegally. Hand querns — the stone grinding devices that the 
mill was supposed to have replaced were used covertly by tenants who wished to avoid the mill toll. The 
lords responded by banning the ownership of querns, by inspecting households, and by fining those 
found grinding illegally. This cycle of extraction and resistance ran through Welsh agricultural history 



from the Norman conquest to the gradual abolition of milling monopolies in the 18th and early 19th 
centuries. 

The competitive milling of the Alyn Valley is a rare, documented expression of this resistance. When a 
free mill was erected at Rossett in 1544 specifically as a rival to the King's Mill at Marford both mills 
sitting on opposite sides of the same road across the river — the act was economic competition rendered 
in stone and timber. The free mill offered the surrounding villages of Allington, Gresford, Burton, and 
Llay an alternative to the manorial toll. The 1588 building that replaced it still stands, and J.M.W. 
Turner captured it in his Welsh sketchbooks in 1795, a working mill in the landscape of a valley that 
had been arguing about milling rights for two and a half centuries. 

In the upland parishes of Wales, the manorial grip was always looser than in the more densely settled 
lowlands. The scattered farms of Ceredigion, Powys, and the Gwynedd mountains were too remote and 
too independent in temperament to submit readily to any centralised extraction system. The mills of 
mid-Wales Bacheiddon in the upper Dyfi Valley, Felin Crewi at Penegoes, Felin Llywel in the Black 
Mountain country served communities that organised their agricultural lives around seasonal rhythms 
and local resource management rather than around the demands of any distant landlord. These are the 
mills of Welsh self-sufficiency, and they are among the most characteristically Welsh structures in the 
entire survey. 

Cloth, Water, and Community  

The Woollen Mills of Wales 
 

Wales was, for most of its recorded history, a nation of sheep. The upland pastures from Snowdonia to 
the Brecon Beacons and from the Cambrian Mountains to the Mynydd Du supported flocks that far 
outnumbered any other livestock, and the wool those flocks produced was the primary raw material of 
the country's most widespread industry. The Welsh woollen trade was not an industrial revolution 
creation. It was medieval in origin, Tudor in its first great expansion, and Georgian and Victorian in its 
second. The water-powered fulling mill the pandy was the technology that made it possible. 

Fulling is the process by which woven cloth is washed and pounded originally by the feet of fullers 
walking on wet cloth in troughs, later by the water-powered hammers of the pandy to clean it, thicken 
it, and raise its fibres into the dense, weather-resistant surface that made Welsh flannel and broadcloth 
among the most valued textiles in Britain. The pandy was not a luxury. It was the essential final stage 
in the production of the cloth that clothed the working population of a country whose winters 
demanded warm, durable material rather than anything fine or fashionable. 

Melin Pandy at Dolgellau represents the fulling tradition of Merionethshire, where the Mawddach and 
its tributaries powered the processing of cloth woven in the farmhouses and small workshops of the 
Aran valleys. The town of Dolgellau was the commercial centre of this industry, its market drawing 
fleeces and cloth from the surrounding hills and distributing finished goods through the port of 
Barmouth to Bristol and beyond. The wool that left the upland farms as raw fleece returned, via the 
pandy, as the blankets and coats of the industrial working class. 

At Dre-fach Felindre in Carmarthenshire the woollen industry reached its most extraordinary 
concentration. By 1900 the village and its immediate surroundings contained 52 mills in full 
production — a density of water-powered textile manufacture that earned it the title the Huddersfield 
of Wales. The Cambrian Mills at the heart of this complex, now preserved as the National Wool 
Museum Amgueddfa Wlân Cymru produced flannel and cloth for the workers of the south Wales 
coalfield, its overshot wheels drawing power from the Teifi headwaters. Two world wars boosted 
production and brought women into the mills in significant numbers for the first time. The post-war 
collapse in wool prices brought the industry to its knees by the 1980s, when the last Cambrian Mills 
production ceased. What remains is a museum of extraordinary completeness, its working machinery 
a living document of an industry that clothed a nation. 



Melin Tregwynt in north Pembrokeshire survived where others failed by understanding what it was 
making and for whom. The mill has been water-powered and weaving since the 17th century, its 
products shifting from the utilitarian flannel of its origins to the geometric tapestry doublecloth that 
now sells in design-led shops in New York and Tokyo. The transition from local necessity to 
international design object is a trajectory that few Welsh cultural products have managed. In 2022, to 
ensure that the mill remained in Welsh hands rather than being sold to outside investors, it became an 
employee ownership trust forty workers taking collective stewardship of a weaving tradition nearly four 
centuries old. It is one of the most considered acts of heritage preservation in the modern Welsh 
economy. 

Trefriw Woollen Mills in the Conwy Valley tells the same story with different details. Established 
around 1820, powered by a 36-foot overshot wheel and then by hydroelectric turbines installed from 
1900, it has operated under five generations of the Williams family since Thomas Williams purchased 
it in 1859. The workers competed at the National Eisteddfod in 1918 — an act that places the mill firmly 
within the cultural life of Welsh-speaking Wales rather than merely its economic history. The looms at 
Trefriw today produce the same geometric patterns that Welsh weavers have been making for 
centuries, driven by water falling from the Carneddau mountains onto turbine blades that are among 
the earliest examples of hydro-electric power generation for industrial purposes in Wales. 

Copper, Coal, and Steam — The Industrial Mills 
 

The industrial revolution did not destroy Welsh milling. In some places it adapted it, in others it 
intensified it, and in one extraordinary case it created a form of mill that had no precedent in the Welsh 
tradition. That case is the Parys Mountain Windmill on Anglesey a five-sailed tower mill built in 1878 
not to grind corn but to pump water from the deepening shafts of what had been, a century earlier, the 
largest copper mine in the world. 

The copper of Parys Mountain had been known and worked since the Bronze Age, but the discovery of 
the Golden Venture Lode on 2 March 1768 triggered a revolution. Within a decade the mountain was 
the copper capital of the world. Its ore coated the hulls of Royal Navy warships — those that fought at 
Trafalgar in 1805 sailed on Anglesey copper — and its management company issued its own coinage: 
ten million Anglesey Pennies and halfpennies between 1787 and 1793, legal tender in a country whose 
Royal Mint could not keep pace with industrial demand. Over 150 years of intensive working, three and 
a half million tonnes of ore were extracted. By 1878 the shafts had reached 270 metres, and the water 
problem was critical. The windmill was the answer the last tower mill built in Wales, built not for 
agriculture but for the survival of a mining empire. 

Aberdulais Falls in the Neath Valley is the most layered industrial mill site in Wales six distinct episodes 
of water-powered industry compressed into a single gorge. In 1584, the year after the Spanish Armada 
that the copper of Parys Mountain would later help defeat, the German engineer Ulrich Froese 
established a copper smelting works at Aberdulais on behalf of Queen Elizabeth I. The queen needed 
copper for coinage and the site was chosen for its combination of waterfall, local coal, and remote 
location. The water that had shaped the gorge in geological time now powered the bellows of a smelter 
producing coin for the English state. After the copper came a fulling mill, then a corn mill, then a 
tinplate works in 1830 that operated until 1897. J.M.W. Turner visited in 1796 and sketched the mill 
and the falls in scenes that became among the most reproduced images of industrial Wales. Today the 
site is managed by the National Trust, and the waterwheel that replaced the tinplate machinery 
generates electricity for the National Grid — 200 kilowatts from an 8.2-metre diameter iron wheel, the 
largest electricity-generating overshot wheel in Europe. 

The Melingriffith Water Pump in Whitchurch, Cardiff is the most technically singular mill structure in 
this survey and possibly in Britain. Built around 1793 by the engineer Watkin George of the Cyfarthfa 
Ironworks at Merthyr — whose characteristic heart-shaped decorative motifs survive in the wheel hubs 
— it was not designed to grind grain or process cloth but to solve an engineering problem of urgent 
commercial importance. The Glamorganshire Canal, completed in 1794 to carry coal from Merthyr 
Tydfil to Cardiff docks, drew its water from the same source as the Melingriffith Tinplate Works. When 
the canal lock drew water, the tinplate works stopped. The pump returned the wastewater from the 
works' tailrace back into the canal, keeping both in operation simultaneously. It is a Scheduled Ancient 



Monument, restored by volunteers between 1974 and 1989 and again in 2011, and it stands today as 
the only surviving example in Britain of a water-driven water pump of this type and purpose. 

The mills that served the slate quarrying communities of Gwynedd occupy a different place in the 
industrial story. Felin Fawr at Bethesda and Melin Howell at Llanddeiniolen operated in the shadow of 
Penrhyn Quarry — the largest slate quarry in the world at its Victorian peak — whose stone roofed the 
Victorian city and whose workforce numbered over three thousand men at the height of production. 
The water that fell from the Carneddau mountains powered the quarry's early machinery before the 
age of steam, and it powered the mills that fed the quarrymen's families in the valleys below the great 
terraced face. The Great Penrhyn Strike of 1900 to 1903 the longest industrial dispute in British history, 
three years of lockout that split the community of Bethesda and left wounds that took generations to 
heal — was fought out in a landscape where the mill and the quarry face were both expressions of the 
relationship between Welsh labour and English capital. 

The Tide as Miller — Wales's Forgotten Tidal Heritage 
 

Wales has some of the highest tidal ranges in the world. The Burry Inlet at Loughor, where the 
combined tidal surges of the Bristol Channel and Carmarthen Bay meet in the estuary between Llanelli 
and the Gower Peninsula, reaches nine metres at spring tides among the highest in Europe. The Dee 
estuary reaches seven metres. Pembrokeshire's Milford Haven, one of the deepest natural harbours on 
the Atlantic coast of Britain, reaches seven metres. These are not marginal tidal ranges. They are among 
the natural forces that define the Welsh coastline, and for communities living beside these waters in 
the medieval and early modern period, they represented a source of reliable, renewable, twice-daily 
power that required no wind, no stream, and no argument with a landlord about water rights. 

The tidal mill worked by impounding the incoming tide behind a dam or causeway, allowing the pond 
to fill as the water rose, closing the sluice gates at high tide, and then releasing the impounded water 
through the mill wheel as the tide fell. The head of water was modest compared to an overshot 
waterwheel on a mountain stream, but it was dependable — twice a day, every day, regardless of season 
or rainfall. A tidal miller worked to the rhythm of the sea rather than to the clock, grinding when the 
tide permitted and resting when the pond refilled. It was a technology perfectly suited to the exposed 
coastal communities of Wales, where streams might run dry in summer but the tide never failed. 

Carew Tidal Mill in Pembrokeshire is the only restored tidal mill in Wales and one of just five in the 
United Kingdom. The first documentary record of milling at this location appears in the Ministers' 
Accounts prepared for Henry VIII, where two mills under one roof are described as le French Mills — 
possibly a reference to the French millstones used rather than any French connection in the builders. 
Records of 1541 and a lease of 1558 confirm the site's working history, and a restoration by Sir John 
Carew around 1615 is documented. The current building, whose millstone carries the date 1801, rebuilt 
after a fire in 1792, processed grain through the Napoleonic Wars and adapted to grinding bones for 
fertiliser as steam roller mills took the flour market in the later 19th century. It last worked in 1937 and 
was restored between 1971 and 1972 by the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority, funded by 
the Historic Buildings Council for Wales. It is now the most visited mill site in the National Park. 

The Anglesey tidal mills are less celebrated than Carew but historically more significant in their survival 
as physical evidence of early medieval coastal industry. Melin Carnau on Holy Island is a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument — the most complex tidal mill site yet identified in Wales. Built on a small island 
with dams extending in two directions across the bay, it represents a level of tidal engineering 
sophistication that implies a long tradition of practical knowledge about the behaviour of the tidal 
waters around Holy Island. The iron collar of the mill wheel survives in situ on the platform of low 
foundations that is all that remains above ground. Felin Carnau at Trearddur Bay has its earliest 
documentary reference in 1524, but the site is believed older. Five buildings were clustered around it 
when it was mapped in 1845, evidence of a working community organised around the tide's rhythm. 

The tidal heritage of Wales is among the least documented aspects of its industrial history. This survey 
is, to the best of the compiler's knowledge, the first comprehensive digital map of Welsh tidal mill sites 
ever produced ten sites across four coastal regions, from the Scheduled Ancient Monument on Holy 
Island to the documentary evidence of tidal working in the Dee estuary recorded in Prof Minchinton's 



1977 international survey. The communities that built and worked these mills understood their 
coastline with an intimacy that the age of fossil fuels has largely erased. In a period of renewed interest 
in tidal energy as a component of the renewable power mix, the mills of the Welsh coast are not merely 
heritage curiosities. They are the oldest experiments in harnessing the power of Welsh tides 
experiments whose findings, embedded in the dams and sluiceways that survive on Anglesey's Holy 
Island, predate the turbines of Swansea Bay by five centuries. 

Mills and the Welsh National Story 
 

The mills of Wales are not only economic structures. They stand at some of the most significant 
moments in the national story, their presence a reminder that ordinary productive life continued 
alongside and beneath the great events that defined the nation. To read Welsh history through its mills 
is to read a version of that history rooted in the land and the labour that sustained it, rather than in the 
courts and castles that commanded it. 

Aberedw Mill stands near the site of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd's last night before his ambush and death at 
Cilmeri on 11 December 1282. Llywelyn was the last native Prince of Wales, recognised as such by the 
English crown in the Treaty of Montgomery in 1267 and reduced by the campaigns of Edward I to a 
fugitive in his own country by 1282. He spent his last night at Aberedw Castle, above the confluence of 
the Edw and the Wye, before riding south to his death. The mill on the Edw at this point in the river 
ground the grain of a community that had watched the last act of Welsh independence play out in the 
valley above it. The millstones did not stop turning for the death of a prince. They ground on. That 
continuity — of ordinary life persisting through catastrophe — is one of the things the mills of Wales 
embody. 

At Dale in Pembrokeshire, the windmill on the hill stands above Mill Bay, where Henry Tudor came 
ashore on 7 August 1485 with a small Franco-Welsh army and began the march that would end at 
Bosworth Field and place a Welshman on the throne of England. Henry's descent from the Welsh 
princes through his grandfather Owain Tudor was the foundation of his claim to Welsh hearts, and the 
bards of Wales celebrated his victory as the fulfilment of the ancient prophecy of Myrddin the return 
of a Welsh king to rule the island. The mill above the bay where this moment began was not yet built 
when Tudor landed; it is an early 19th-century structure. But it stands above the place, and its presence 
is a link between the everyday economy of a Pembrokeshire farming village and one of the most 
consequential landings in British history. 

Melin y Gwaith in Kidwelly is inseparable from a town whose layers of history are among the most 
compressed in Wales. The castle at Kidwelly was built by the Normans in the early 12th century, and it 
was at its gates in 1136 that Gwenllian ferch Gruffudd daughter of Gruffudd ap Cynan, wife of Gruffudd 
ap Rhys, and one of the most celebrated figures in Welsh national memory led an attack on the Norman 
garrison and died in the attempt. She is the only woman to have led a Welsh army in battle, and the 
field where she fell outside Kidwelly castle is known as Maes Gwenllian Gwenllian's Field. The tinplate 
works established beside the Gwendraeth Fach in 1737 the oldest in Europe, in operation until 1941 
and the mill that served it were part of the same river and the same town whose medieval streets J.M.W. 
Turner painted and whose harbour Dylan Thomas named a ship after in Under Milk Wood. Kidwelly 
is one of those Welsh places where nothing is merely local. 

Llanarmon Mill in the Ceiriog Valley served the upland community that produced one of the most 
celebrated figures in the Welsh literary tradition. John Ceiriog Hughes — Ceiriog — was born in the 
valley in 1832 and worked as a stationmaster before his death in 1887, writing lyrics in Welsh that have 
been sung at every eisteddfod and in every chapel since. His song Nant y Mynydd the Mountain Stream 
captures the sound and feel of the valley in which he grew up with an accuracy that no amount of 
description can match. The mill at Llanarmon ground the grain of the farms on which Ceiriog's 
imagination was formed, its wheel turning in the same water that gave him his central metaphor: the 
stream that flows from the mountain, past the valley, to the sea. 

Tregynon Mill served the Gregynog estate through one of the most remarkable chapters in the cultural 
history of modern Wales. Gwendoline and Margaret Davies, granddaughters of the railway and coal 
magnate David Davies of Llandinam, had witnessed the suffering of the First World War at first hand 



they had volunteered at a canteen on the front lines and they returned to Gregynog Hall determined to 
use their considerable fortune to make something beautiful and lasting. They filled the hall with 
Impressionist paintings Monet, Cézanne, Van Gogh, Renoir that now form the core of the Impressionist 
collection at the National Museum of Wales. They established the Gregynog Press, which produced 
some of the finest hand-printed books of the 20th century. They hosted music, poetry, and artists at a 
house that became, as Stanley Baldwin wrote in 1936, what a country, what peace, what healing air. 
The mill that had ground the estate's grain for generations sat below the hall where all of this happened, 
its quiet turning as far removed from the music and the art as anything could be, and as inseparable 
from them as the land itself. 

A Geography of Milling — What the Map Tells Us 
 

The distribution of mill types across Wales is not random. It is a map of Welsh geography of rainfall 
patterns, river gradients, wind exposures, coastal configurations, and the density and character of the 
communities that needed milling. To look at the 84 sites in this survey plotted on a map of Wales is to 
see the physical logic of the landscape expressed in the locations of its working infrastructure. 

Anglesey dominates the windmill layer. The island's flatness, its lack of fast-flowing streams, its 
exposure to the prevailing westerlies, and the proximity of the millstone quarries at Penmon and 
Mathafarn Eithaf made it the obvious territory for wind power. Thirteen windmill towers survive from 
what was once a population of over thirty, and each tower represents a community that had calculated, 
correctly, that the wind was more reliable than the streams on this low, maritime island. The paradox 
of Anglesey — rich agricultural land but poor mill-stream country — was resolved by the windmill, and 
the island's ability to feed the population of north Wales was built on its capacity to grind their grain. 

The watermills cluster in the river valleys. Gwynedd's Ogwen, Glaslyn, and Mawddach valleys; the 
Conwy and its tributaries; the Denbighshire Clwyd and the Wheeler; the Wrexham Alyn and Dee; the 
Ceredigion rivers Ystwyth, Teifi, and Aeron; the Powys headwaters of the Vyrnwy, the Severn, the Wye, 
and the Usk these are the mill rivers of Wales, and the sites in this survey sit on them like beads on a 
string. The mill was placed where the river could be diverted at sufficient head to drive a wheel of useful 
size. In the steep valleys of Snowdonia or the mid-Wales uplands, head was plentiful but flow was 
seasonal. In the vale country of Denbighshire or the flat Severn plain of eastern Powys, flow was reliable 
but head was modest. The mill builders read these conditions with the practical intelligence of people 
whose survival depended on getting it right. 

The tidal mills occupy the coastal margins — the rias of Pembrokeshire at Carew and Solva, the tidal 
inlets of Holy Island in Anglesey, the estuaries of the Burry Inlet and the Dee. These are the places 
where the twice-daily movement of water past the land made a different kind of power available to 
those with the engineering knowledge to capture it. The distribution of tidal mills along the Welsh coast 
is fragmentary — the sites that survive, and those known only from documentary evidence, represent 
perhaps a fraction of the tidal milling activity that once took place along one of the most tidally 
energetic coastlines in the world. 

The industrial mills — Aberdulais, Melingriffith, the Penrhyn Valley sites cluster in the south and north 
where the great industries of coal, copper, slate, and tinplate demanded continuous energy. These mills 
did not serve agricultural communities. They served industrial complexes whose scale and energy 
requirements had transformed the Welsh landscape in the space of a century. The waterwheel at 
Aberdulais today generates electricity. The water pump at Melingriffith, when it last ran, returned 
industrial process water to a canal. These are not corn mills that happened to be near industry. They 
are industrial machines powered by water, and their presence in the same survey as the upland corn 
mills of Powys and the tidal mills of Anglesey reflects the breadth of a tradition that adapted itself to 
every demand the Welsh economy placed upon it. 

 



The Survival Crisis — What We Are Losing 
 

The mills of Wales are disappearing. Not quickly, and not all of them, but the direction of travel is clear 
and the rate of loss over the past century has been substantial. Of the thirty or more windmills that 
once worked on Anglesey, thirteen towers survive in various conditions, and of those thirteen, only one 
is in working order. Of the hundreds of watermills that once operated on the rivers of Wales, a small 
fraction survive in any form, and a still smaller fraction retain the machinery that made them mills 
rather than simply old stone buildings beside streams. 

The causes of this loss are not mysterious. Steam power made wind and water milling progressively 
uneconomic from the mid-19th century onward. Roller mills powered by steam and then by electricity 
produced finer flour more quickly and more cheaply than stone-ground mills driven by uncertain winds 
or seasonal streams. The rural populations that the mills had served began to migrate to the industrial 
towns, reducing the demand for local grain processing. The mills closed, and closed mills deteriorate. 
A windmill cap that is not maintained blows off in the first severe storm and allows rain into the tower. 
A millrace that is not dredged silts up within a decade. A waterwheel that is not kept turning rots at its 
seams and becomes irreparable within a generation. The process of abandonment is quick by the 
standards of stone buildings, and it is largely irreversible. 

What survives does so for a variety of reasons, not all of them planned. Kingsland Mill on Anglesey the 
Grade II* listed windmill with the most complete unrestored interior in Wales survives because it was 
bought by a private owner who has maintained it from a distance, visiting once or twice a year to ensure 
the building does not collapse. The machinery inside, described by researchers as near to working 
order, is an accident of neglect rather than a programme of preservation. At some point the cap will 
need attention. At some point the floors will need repair. The question is whether a private owner with 
no connection to the heritage of Anglesey will make that investment, or whether the mill will deteriorate 
until public funds are found to save it, as happened with Melin Llynnon in 1978. 

Melin Llynnon is the model that all Welsh windmill restoration aspires to. Purchased by Anglesey 
Borough Council in 1978 for £120,000, fully restored and returned to working order by 1984, and 
restored again in 2024 after a period of closure, it is the only working windmill in Wales and one of the 
most complete working windmill restorations in Britain. Its sails turn. Its millstones grind. Its flour is 
sold to visitors. It demonstrates that the restoration of a Welsh windmill to full working order is 
achievable, and that the result attracts visitors, generates income, and provides an educational 
experience that no amount of descriptive text can replicate. The case for restoring Kingsland Mill the 
only other Welsh windmill with a surviving interior capable of working rests partly on what Melin 
Llynnon has proved possible. 

Among the watermills, the picture is more varied. Rossett Mill on the River Alyn the 1588 building with 
its near-working machinery, painted by Turner in 1795 and one of the oldest surviving mill buildings 
in Wales — is in the care of a heritage organisation as its national headquarters and is described as 
extensively restored and useable. Felin Geri and Felin Wnda in Ceredigion, both Grade II listed with 
complete machinery, represent the best-preserved unrestored watermill interiors in west Wales. 
Cenarth Mill still operates its 17th-century wheel for demonstration. Trefriw and Melin Tregwynt still 
produce textiles for commercial sale. Aberdulais generates electricity. These are the survivors, and their 
survival is the exception rather than the rule. 

The tidal mills are in the most precarious position of all. Of ten documented Welsh tidal mill sites, only 
Carew has been restored to anything approaching its working state. The four Anglesey tidal mills 
documented in Coflein three with physical remains and one as a Scheduled Ancient Monument are 
known to researchers and recorded in the national monuments database, but they are not interpreted 
for visitors, not signposted, and not connected to any heritage trail or management programme. The 
site of Church Island Tidal Mill in the Menai Strait is now a rugby pitch. Melin Carnau on Holy Island, 
a Scheduled Ancient Monument, is accessible on foot but has no interpretation beyond what the Cadw 
scheduling record provides. The Loughor tidal mill is a documentary reference without a physical 
structure. These are not recoverable losses they are permanent ones. What can be done for them now 
is exactly what this survey attempts: to name them, to locate them, to research their histories, and to 
place them in the public record before the last physical traces are lost. 



What the Mills Mean Now 
 

The mills of Wales are not merely historical. They are arguments about the present about how 
communities can organise their productive lives in relation to the natural resources available to them, 
about what sustainable energy looked like before the age of fossil fuels, and about what the Welsh 
landscape meant to the people who lived and worked in it before the industrial revolution separated 
energy production from the communities that consumed it. 

Every mill in this survey ran on renewable energy. The wind that turned the sails of Melin Llynnon was 
the same wind that blows across Anglesey today. The water that drove the wheels of Felin Geri and 
Rossett Mill and Aberdulais Falls fell from the sky and ran downhill, as it has always done and will 
always do. The tide that powered Carew and Melin Carnau and the lost mills of Loughor moved as it 
has moved since before human habitation of these shores. The mills did not deplete these resources. 
They used them and returned them, downstream and downwind, unchanged except in the work they 
had performed. 

This is not an argument for returning to pre-industrial milling. It is an argument for understanding 
what pre-industrial milling represented a set of engineering solutions to the problem of energy 
conversion that were, within their technological limits, genuinely sustainable. The communities that 
built the tidal mills of Anglesey understood the tidal range of the Irish Sea with a precision that only 
continuous observation over generations can produce. The communities that built the overshot mills 
of the Ceredigion valleys understood the seasonal flow patterns of their streams with the same 
intimacy. This knowledge is embedded in the physical fabric of the structures themselves in the 
diameter of the wheel, the pitch of the millrace, the height of the dam — and it is at risk of being lost 
with them. 

The mill also meant community. The act of bringing grain to the mill and waiting for it to be ground 
was one of the few occasions in the isolated agricultural landscape of pre-industrial Wales when 
neighbours gathered, when news was exchanged, when the social fabric of the parish was reinforced by 
the simple proximity of people doing the same necessary thing at the same necessary time. The miller 
was one of the most socially central figures in the pre-industrial Welsh community simultaneously a 
craftsman, a businessman, a source of credit, and a keeper of community knowledge. The miller knew 
who had a good harvest and who had a poor one. He knew whose grain was sound and whose was 
damp. He was, in a society without reliable written records, a living archive of the agricultural fortunes 
of the parish. 

That world is gone, and it would be sentimental to pretend otherwise. The communities that the mills 
served have changed beyond recognition. The grain economy that sustained them has been replaced 
by a global food system whose supply chains extend across continents. The local mill that once stood 
at the heart of every Welsh parish is, in most cases, a ruin at best and a memory at worst. What remains 
the 84 sites in this survey, the towers and wheel pits and mill buildings and dam walls that survive 
across the Welsh landscape is the physical trace of a system of food production and community 
organisation that lasted for a thousand years and made possible the survival of the Welsh people 
through some of the hardest centuries in their history. 

To document these sites is not to be sentimental about the past. It is to insist that the past happened, 
that it left physical evidence, and that the evidence is worth preserving and understanding. The mill at 
Aberedw ground the grain of a community living in the valley where Wales lost its last native prince. 
The mill at Dale stood above the bay where the Tudor dynasty began. The mill at Kidwelly served a 
town where Gwenllian died and where Dylan Thomas imagined the sea. The mills are not separate from 
Welsh history. They are part of it the working, grinding, turning, daily part that kept the rest of it alive. 

 

 



A Final Word 
 

Linda Emmanuel's last words were go and travel. She died on 4 July 2015, and what followed the 
campervan journey with Lizzy, the getting lost in Ireland, the teaching of digital mapping to find the 
way was the beginning of a heritage research career that has placed thousands of individual lives, sites, 
and stories into the permanent public record. The mills of Wales are one chapter of that record. Eighty-
four sites, researched and mapped and written about, placed in the public domain through People's 
Collection Wales and the national database of RCAHMW, free for anyone to read, to use, to build on. 

Linda never saw a Welsh windmill turn. She never walked the causeway at Carew. She never heard 
millstones at Cenarth. But the impulse that sent this work into the world came from her, and it carries 
her with it through every site documented and every article written. The mills fed the people. She 
sustained the researcher. The connection is not metaphorical. It is the most literal thing in this 
document. 

Not every mill in Wales is documented in this survey. The 84 sites recorded here represent a curated 
selection of the most historically significant and physically traceable structures, chosen for the quality 
of their surviving fabric, their documentary record, or the importance of their place in Welsh history. 
The full national picture is held in Coflein the online database of the National Monuments Record of 
Wales maintained by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales at 
coflein.gov.uk where thousands of mill sites across Wales are individually recorded with grid 
references, historical notes, archive photographs, and in many cases detailed survey reports. Cadw, the 
Welsh Government’s historic environment service at cadw.gov.wales, holds the listed buildings records 
for the mills that carry statutory protection, including the full descriptions and listing reasons for the 
Grade II and Grade II* structures in this survey. Both databases are freely accessible online and 
represent the authoritative national record against which any further mill research in Wales should be 
cross-referenced. 

The Welsh Mills Society whose journal Melin has published detailed surveys of individual mills and 
mill types across Wales since 1979 holds a body of specialist knowledge that no general survey can 
replicate. Their listed watermills survey and the Anglesey tidal mill documentation in Melin 16 (2000) 
were essential sources for this project, and researchers wishing to go deeper into any individual site or 
mill type will find the Society’s published record an indispensable guide. The Archwilio regional 
heritage databases, the Mills Archive Trust at millsarchive.org, and the county historic environment 
records held by the four Welsh Archaeological Trusts all carry additional site-level detail beyond what 
any summary survey can hold. This project is an introduction and an invitation. The full record is richer 
still. 

 
 

 
Vivit Post Funera Virtus — Virtue Lives On After Death 
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