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CYNON VALLEY MUSEUM
Official Opening.

The Mezzanine Gallery and Activities Room commemorate our local
historians.

The 19" Of April 2001 saw the Cynon valley Museum officially opened by 1l
Evans. MEP. i the presence of the Leader of the Council. Clir Pauline Jarman.
Chief Executne Mr Kim Rylev. and members of the Cvnon Vallev Histon
Society

The Society had put forward the suggestion that two local histonans (John Davies
[Pendar] and the Rev. R I Parrv) should be honoured posthumously for theu
efforts in promoting an mterest i local history. and n particular. for agitating
albeit unsuccesstully n thewr hfenme. tor a museum for the Cyvnon Valley i
suggestion found favour with the R C T Council. with the result that the muscum
now has an ~“Onel Pendar™ and an ~Ystatell Parnv™

John Davies was probably the first person to broach the subject of a museum for
the area in his column in the “Aberdare Leader™ of the 317 December 1927, and
he cmnﬁaigncd actively tor the cause over many vears In conjunction with the late
W. W. Price he set up a temporary museum m Aberdare in 1930 duning Aberdare '~
“Big Week™. Unfortunately, due to accommodation problems. it was not possible
to make this museum a permanent amenity.

Finally, the Cynon Valley History Society organised another temporary museum in
Aberdare between the 24" of June and the 6™ of July 1985. This was extremely
well attended and did much to encourage the history Soc:cty to mtens:fy ther
efforts to bring a museum into being.




BRIEF HISTORY OF ABERDARE.
THE CONCLUDING PART OF THE “BRIEF
HISTORY™ WHICH WAS PRINTED IN OUR
PREVIOUS COPY OF "HANES'.

EDUCATION

in 1885 we onh had clementary schools with
children leaving at beiween 12 and 13 vears of age
and some earher afler passing a labour exam, and a
semunan at Trecvnon prepanng young men for the
mimisine "Pavment by results” forced the teacher to
concentrate on the three R's. wath little attention to
such things as local historv, and geography and
mature study, phyvsical mstruction. swimming, elc
Ihe  gremt bug-bear then was the annual
examimation. with 11 M Inspectors amving at 8
am Ihere was nothimg m the form ot cooken or
housewatery centres tor airls, and canteens  for
M~

A WELSH REVIVAL?

v obrave effert was made 1o revive the Welsh
Linpuage ander the able gudance of Mr o ldwal
Rees and his stall m the Welsh School
Cwindare. opened - Augast 1949 and  through
Welsh lessons i the primany schools and to some
exteit m the secondan schools Today the Welsh
monthh penodicals of the vanous denomimations
ue almiost unknown

the Welsh weehlv papers are no longer
punissiied m Aberdare - the dast 1o discontinuce was
e Danan” Vi and thie Welsh booksiall i the
Marke? s tlosed

Agamn. what 2 transtormation ant the mdustnal
Bte of Aberdare The Tower Colliery s now the
only deep mune lett in Wales At one tme n the
\bherdare arca alone there were 10000 men and
hovs emploved mthe mines Unfortunatelhy . the
industnies which have supplanted  coal have not
brought with them enough new jobs

Ihe  several brewenes of 188 and  the
Haiewood Clog Pacton e blacksmuths' shops
and the Toundries. have disappeared. and so have
tiinctois  Raiive  aitoring,  dressmaking  and
miihinen establishinents «f Messis  Hodges and
Sons. Bunen. Hhohs, Masters and Co.. Weaver (o
Wearer and others. whose factones are outside owr
district

I'he Aberdare and Iistnict Co-operative Socieiy

has gone out of existence and the advent ol

supermarkets has had a severe etfect on the small
businesses in the town centre

HOUSING

Rows of old houses at Green lFach and
elsewhere have been demohished, while the local
Urhan District Council have erected some hundreds
of houses almost lorming new communitics at
Penywaun, Tre Hor, Cwmbach, and clsewhere.
Hundreds of new houses have also been binlt under
privale enterprise

MUSICAL AND CHORAL

Instead of the keen compenitron of local choirs
al ersteddiodau . as in 1885, and the Christmas
Ortonos, we have a few active operatic parties
Today. mstcad of creating then own music. the
masses are sausficd with lookmg ai the teievision
scieens in their own homes

The old opposition 10 dramatic perfonnances
his gone - no longer ostracised by the churches.
which. when  they  were attended by large
congregations, o many cases actively  supported
therr own dramatic socicties, and Treeynon, which
tonuerhy was so strongly antagonistie o all forms
ol drama. became lamous as the home ol the
irecvnon Dramatic Sociens, which puwdt the firsi
Mitle Ttheatre” m Wales out of an old engine
shed  Uader their producer. the Rev | R
Demms. they camied all before them and Jeteated
M comers from the Brnish  Ikles o ther
pertemances ol one-act plavs hike " The Poacher”
ol Citinds of g Feather™ at the Scala Theatre
Sondort I e TR Trecvnon won the ©ord

aand de Walden trophy wath the presentanon of

Pands of g beather™ by Mi 1 oG Franos. the
Stopbinr bon wath Mr Harold Davies M A
Yherdare bov, as producer. at the Scala
femdon when the Scala resounded e "Cunru an
Parh ad of course. THen Whd v Nhieloa 7

Pheatre.

the T ondon Welsh cromds that were present

POLITICAL

Dete agmnm representation o iocal
canermment bodies and  representanion me the
foinse of Commons. Aberdare i conunon with
e rost ol industrial South Wales has swaitnessaed o
creat Yhange And 1t should be remembered that
tueaelr Mrs Pankhurst. women obroaned  the
Pariaimentan vole in 1918
i 2sNA ghe old ocal Board oi Tieaith memibers

aciv womposed of agents and collicin sniagens
prospereus b brgr wpth the
. o of the Aberdare rndes and | oabousr
Compratl m P00 and the active propagzamda camsed
cir b the Aberdare T P even udlage m the
nes e the carh nmeteen—handreds 2raduails
strengihened the hold of James Kier Hardie as the
st Independent Labour Member P93
complete  transformation  took  place 1 public
wepicsentation. In 1863 there was not g sigic
abowr member on the Aberdare Board ol iicaith.
bui anii 1999, when control of ihe preseni fovai
Auihority, Rhondda Cwnon Talll pussed 6 Plind
Cymne Labour had dominated local povenunent

Towr Gy VIS

suhoenepers ol Hosses




THE WAY WE WERE THEN.
NO. 12.

Industrial relations in the mining industry
in the second half of the 19® century were
often bitter and sometimes clouded by
violence. It is a pleasant surpnise therefore
to come across a document which testifies
to the mutual respect which could arise
between an official and the men The
following address was made in November
1872, to Mr Roger Lloyd when he moved
his home to New Zealand.

An address to
Mr Raoger Llovd
By the
Colliers and Miners of Ysguborwen W orks
On the occaston of his
Lcaving Aberdare for New Zeacni

“Dear Friend,
On the eve of vour departure for a foreign
land we have much pleasure in expressing
our profound respect for you and our high
approval of vour general character During
the space of six years vou hawve
engaged at Ysguborwen Works we alwavs
found vou punctual, courteous. and most
careful i vour capacity as Overman
Considering the mportance of that
situation we cannot too highly express our
appreciation of the manner yvou discharged
vour duties, which have been recoumised
and dulv appreciated

“Dear friend. our united and hearttelt
prayer 1s that God may,
succour vou and vour dear famulv during
the long sea voyage to your new and
distant homie. where we trust vou w:l! 2njon
many years of prosperity and happmess

been

in his mercy.

This address was accompanied by a purse
containing 20 sovereigns, and was signed
bv Evan S Jones, Willlam R Protheroe
and David Gabriel The address concluded
with a tesumomial signed by Samuel
Thomas (Propnetor) and Edward Havhurst
(Manager). Mr Lloyd had worked for
Thomas for |12 years, so it was no wonder
that Thomas regretted “the loss of so good,
honest, sober and faithful a servant™

EDITORIAL.
This “HANES” contains details of
improvements to our library and

museum facilities which will be !
welcomed by all users of them. The
occasional theft of photographs from |
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the library has been a slow drammg:
away of our resources for some years,

but sthe  digitalisation  of

the

photographic collection will virtually -

put an end to this kind of selfish thefi
while making it easier for the genuine
researcher to do his or her work Like
Oliver Twist. we are always looking for
more. and we are wondering when the

valuable 25"/mule and other useful

" maps in the library will be copied and

‘of the

the copies only made available for
consultation, thus prolonging the lives
originals. which would be

' difficult to replace

A few was told that
budgetary provision had been made for
the purchase of a mucrofilm of the
“Western Mail”™ Nothing seems to have
happened about this and | wish 1o

vears ago |

i remind the powers that be that the

Western Mail 1s a veny valuable archive
of information about South Wales
Verv early in the historv of the

t dnive for creaung a museum for the

. Cynon Valley

the History Soctery

' suggested two exhibits which would

always draw a crowd Firstly, a large
map on which the site of the former
collienes could be illuminated upon
pressing a button, and secondly. a
diorama representing the surface
activities at Abernant Y Groes when

the famous four foot seam was first .

proved in the Cynon Valley. Neither of

these suggestions was adopted, but the |

History Society remains ready to give '

any help which may be needed. -
Continned on page 4
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CHANGE IN THE OLD ‘WELSH

WAY’ OF LIVING?

The moderf brick houses a Penywaun call
for a revolutionary change in the old South
Wales way of ‘living in the kitchen’ while
the “parlour” is reserved for special
occasions.

While the public was inspecting the houses
after the opening ceremony, some criticism
was heard about the “smallness” of the
“kitchen™ (writes a “Leader™ reporter)

Actually these modern houses do not
provide kitchens to be hved in the old
familiar South Wales wav The “kitchens’
which these people were cnticising  are
“diming recesses” to be used for meals

'he large parlour room is intended 1o be
used as the living room. and it the new
lenants are going to hve comfortably they
cannot afford to keep it idle as a “best”
room

lo make the best use of these modern
houses the famulv must be prepared to use
the scullery for washing up, etc . the dining
recess for meals. and the “parlour”™ as the
Iving room. For far too long the South
Wales families have been content to live
squeezed up in small back rooms. leaving
other and more spacious rooms to become
highly polished “parlours™ to be used only
On Very rare 0ccasions '

Some of the middle-aged visitors. when they
had these facts pointed out to them by a
“leader™ reporter, seemed to resent such a
revolutionary departure from their  usual
mode of living

One argument which was advanced against
the use of the parlour as a living room was
that it would mean keeping two fires going.
and that this, apart from giving the
housewife more work in a house which was
supposed to introduce labour-saving, would
result in a big drain on supplies of coal

At the moment, it was argued, working class
families who have to keep a fire going from

S ——

the early hours already experience difficulty
in eking out the coal supplies with just ONE
fire! With two fires to provide for, the coal
supplies would hardly be sufficient

Our reporter replies that, of course the
amount of coal used in the living room
would not be nearly as much as that used in
the average Welsh kitchen, for the living
rooms are fitted with much smaller types of
parlour grates Another point is that small
coal and cinders can be used to keep the
kitchen range going simply for heating
water

NOTE The sculleries and dining recesses
are admirably equipped for domestic work.
well ht and airy, and give the housewite
much better facilities than are found n old
tashioned houses

[ Aherdare Leader 1IN Jan 1947

EDITORIAL
Continued from page 3
Work on “Cynon Coal™ has virtually

fimshed. with the last section. the
immdex. now n the hands of

the

printers. It will shortly be transferred
to the binders, where some delayv 15!

bound to occur owing to the nature of
the work However the compilers are
more confident than ever that

the -

book will be a pleasure to look at and .

a pleasure to read.

The committee decided some

~months ago that the selling price of

the book would not be decided until

. the book was in their hands. Since
t then the printers have informed us
* that there must be a substantial rise in

'the cost of the book. Nevertheless.
i every effort will be made to keep the

cost of the book down.
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