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Tongwynlais 

A taste of the past, this script takes a look back at some of the events and incidents that 

shaped the village over a hundred years ago. There are some references to Green Meadow 

(Greenmeadow) and to the Lewis family that resided there, but, it is not intended to dwell too 

much on that part of Ton’s history, other than to incorporate some of the linked events 

associated with the village in general.   

By way of an introduction, just as a ‘backdrop’, it’s well worth quoting Edgar Chappell here, 

from his book ‘Old Whitchurch’....”Between 1840’s and 1860’s most of Tongwynlais seems to 

have been built......Prior to the 1840’s Tongwynlais was a very small hamlet. In that and the 

succeeding decade a considerable number of cottages were built, mainly to accommodate 

workers at Pentyrch and Melingriffith Works and for a period Tongwynlais was almost as 

important a place as Whitchurch. It became quite a busy trading centre. There were four 

provision shops as well as a weekly market, whilst no fewer than eight public houses 

provided ample facilities for liquid refreshment for the workers in mine, forge, furnace, mill 

and transport, who lived there and in neighbouring villages”. 

Tongwynlais has its own historic society well worth connecting with... 

      (ref: https://tongwynlaishistoricalsociety.wales ) 

 

One last thing, the script that follows mentions many of the village pubs. At one time or 

another many Welsh pubs fell afoul of the vagaries of the licensing laws of the day, 

particularly Sunday Drinking, some on more than one occasion, Ton was no different. The 

Sunday Drinking Laws came in, in Wales from 1881. However, those who had travelled 

more than three miles on a Sunday were permitted to purchase alcohol in pubs which had 

seven-day licences, these were ‘Bona Fide’ travellers. The idea being that you could 

legitimately purchase a drink for refreshment while out travelling, or on a journey, but you 

could not ‘travel for the purpose of going for a drink’. Those found to be doing this were 

known as ‘Mala Fide travellers’, for the law to deal with. In The Western Mail 17th January 

1895, a report was published on a survey “Following the observation of public houses in the 

country districts on Sunday 6th January”. The result of this census regarding the individual 

local pubs is shown within this script (Sunday trading) for each pub. ‘Bona Fide’ or ‘Mala 

Fide’ travellers / customers, let’s see. 

Bona Fide ~ within the law. 

Mala Fide ~ Oh, oh! 

 

Other similar ‘history and heritage’ themed scripts have been written for Whitchurch and 

Llandaff Yard and this has also included one on ‘Tongwynlais Rugby’ should you wish to 

delve further. 

 

Accreditation: All the research material used in this script was obtained from: 

 The National Library of Wales Newspaper Archive.  

Ref https://www.library.wales 

This is a wonderful resource for the research of all sorts of history and heritage information 

and can’t be recommended highly enough.  

https://tongwynlaishistoricalsociety.wales/
https://www.library.wales/
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Exploiting natural resources, 

harvesting the local woods around 

Greenmeadow, 7th April 1810, The 

Cambrian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Meadow? Desirable residence 

for rent, as long as you fit the bill as a 

‘gentleman’. Who were the owners at 

this time?  

13th May 1815, The Cambrian. 

 

 

 

 

30th December 1815, The Cambrian.  

Green Meadow is now clearly 

mentioned as being the home of 

Wyndham Lewis. 

 

 

6th June 1818, The Cambrian. A 

favourite pet no doubt. 
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5th September 1818, The Cambrian. An 

act of benevolence that ‘Lady Lewis’ was 

known for.  

 

 

 

This is an interesting one from The 

Cambrian, 2nd October 1819. It’s difficult 

to determine whether the stock was part 

of the Green-Meadow estate, or, whether 

it was a case of the auction just being 

held there. It tends to suggest that it was 

part of the estate, but belonging to a W.S. 

Curry who might have been a tenant 

farmer on the estate.   

The description provides us with a sense 

of the farming landscape there and 

seems to have only been big enough for 

a local market.  

 

Another act of benevolence, 22nd January 

1825, The Cambrian. It also gives us a 

picture of destitution that blighted the 

lives of people at that time. 

 

 

A hideous crime in the Ton? Look away 

now if you are squeamish. 

29th August 1829, The Cambrian. 
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Early property prices, get your bids in.  

1st October 1831, The Cambrian. 

 

 

 

 

If you ever thought that the Lewis’s were 

firmly ensconced at Green Meadow!! 19th 

October 1833, The Glamorgan Monmouth 

and Brecon Gazette. 

 

 

This cutting (right) tends to suggest that the 

estate was often in the sights of ‘the 

privileged’. 

4th July 1835, The Glamorgan Monmouth 

and Brecon Gazette. 

  

 

 

To confuse things even more, on 4th 

November 1837, The Glamorgan 

Monmouth and Brecon Gazette, published 

this little article........ 
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 ‘Green Meadow’ mentioned here was sometimes used as an alternative to that of 

‘Tongwynlais’. 

 

Eli Evans of Whitchurch is mentioned here and he has been covered in a separate article in 

The People’s Collection of Wales archive. 

 

In October 1838 (above), we have the announcement of the loss of Wyndham Lewis Esq. 

and he was succeeded by his brother Henry Lewis. Wyndham Lewis had no heir. Henry 

Lewis died in Sept 1838 aged 64, he was married to Mary Emerson and they had a son, 

another Henry Lewis. So here we have the announcement of the passing of Mrs Mary Lewis 

(nee Emerson) in 1841 at the age of 50. The references to Henry Lewis, that follow, is the 

son. 

  

20th October 1838, The Cambrian, 

following the death of Wyndham Lewis 

Esq. (“He died suddenly in March 

1838, while writing at his desk”). 

 

 

 

There must be something in the water. 

3rd November 1838, The Cambrian. 

 

 

 

Not specifically a ‘Ton’ event, but here 

we have a link between the villages of 

Ton and Whitchurch and between the 

various local social welfare 

organisations that thrived in them. The 

Friendly Societies and various Lodges 

played a big part in social welfare, 

mostly being created entirely for that 

purpose. 

18th July 1840, The Glamorgan 

Monmouth and Brecon Gazette.  

 

 

 

14th August 1841, The Glamorgan 

Monmouth and Brecon Gazette. 

Some clarity is needed here:..... 
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A sad and unfortunate incident was reported on 27th June 1846 in The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian, Thomas Phillips of Tongwynlais, aged 13 years, fell into the Glamorganshire 

Canal basin at the dock in Cardiff. Attempts were made to rescue him, one even diving off a 

vessel moored nearby fully clothed. His body was not found until 20 minutes later having 

“instantly sunk”. He had been employed on a canal boat plying its trade between Cardiff and 

Aberdare. 

 

 

 

  

15th July 1843 The Glamorgan, Brecon 

and Monmouth Gazette 

 

 

 

28th March 1846, The Cardiff and 

Merthyr Guardian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo bach. C’mon mon! 3rd October 1846, 

The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian 

 

 

The Lewis’s still going strong.  

15th September 1848 

 

 

 

House sales 1848, 14th October The 

Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian. We are left 

to wonder which ones they were.  
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This gives us some idea of a remuneration 

package on offer at that time. The pay for a 

‘mistress’ being a lot less than for a ‘master’. 

20th February 1849, The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

A mid 19thC ‘influencer’...no doubt well 

looked after by Mr Allen.....11th August 1849, 

The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian. 

 

 

 

More unfortunate incidents, 20th January 

1849, The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian. 

The mention of Newbridge here was the 

name for Pontypridd. 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd March 1850, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian. 
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The Whitchurch Floral and Horticultural Society Show was a popular event on the calendar 

particularly for those wanting to rub shoulders with the great and the good of the day. For 

many years it had been held on Whitchurch Common, often referred to as Wauntreoda 

Common. On this occasion it was held at Castell Coch which, at the time, had not had the 

benefit of the William Burges touch. These selective cuttings below give a good account of 

the day, but the transport arrangements left a lot to be desired if you weren’t used to walking. 

28th June 1851, The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian. 

    

Where would that train have stopped? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12th June 1852, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian. Good news for the young 

Morgan family at The Bute Arms and below, 

Edmund Thomas renting out a nearby 

property. Edmund Thomas is shown as the 

occupier of “Wynham Arms Inn and 

Cottage” – (‘Wyndham’ Arms / Lewis Arms) 

in the 1840 tithe map. 
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24th July 1852, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian. The important role of the village 

pub is depicted here, The Lewis’s Arms 

Benefit Society would have been a 

particularly important part of the community 

and this report provides us with evidence of 

its date of origin (1848). William Williams 

farmed vast acres of land in the area, under 

the ownership of T.W. Booker (Ref 1840 

tithe map). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s an account that would, without doubt, 

have been a rare commendation for an 

employer of those times. It speaks volumes 

for the respect held by local people for both 

Booker and Henry Lewis. Almost certainly, 

those that didn’t, or, couldn’t quite share 

these sentiments probably stayed away. 31st 

July 1852, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fair in Ton, and it makes you wonder if this 

was the first of its type. 

7th August 1852, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian. 
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Back in June 1851 we heard of the Whitchurch Floral and Horticultural show held at Castell 
Coch and on 25th June 1853 (The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian) another was held there,  

 

The ‘usual’ list of the ‘gentry’ was present rubbing shoulders with each other and walking off 
with most of the prizes. 

This report on the fair conjures up a 

forgotten way of village life, you can almost 

hear the sounds and smell the aromas of 

outdoor roasts, ‘roadside inns’ and 

accommodation, rustic sports and an 

evening ball in The Lewis’s. 14th August 

1852, The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian. 

 

 

 

Here’s an idea for pubs to attract more 

custom, a large scale pic-nic. The rules for 

the ‘nutting’ need to be well thought out 

though, there’s some tough boys in Ton and 

you’ll probably need a British passport. 28th 

August 1852, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian. 

 

14th May 1853 The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian. ‘Have a month to reflect’.  

 

 

21st May 1853, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian, the date of some excavation work 

at the Castell Coch ‘ruin’. Tantalising, but  

we are left to wonder about the coin. 

 

 

 

 

 

“not quite so extensive as some former 

ones, there was no falling off in the number 

of spectators, for a gayer or more beauteous 

throng never assembled within the time 

honoured remains of the ancient fortress”. 
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21st July 1854 The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian and again we hear of a Benefit’s 

Society and part of the ritual of their festival. 

It’s interesting to note also that the society 

was hosted by The Lewis’s Arms in “their 

club-room”. 

 

 

 

 

This would have felt a bit like having your car 

nicked. 6th October 1854, The Cardiff and 

Merthyr Guardian 

 

 

 

Auction at ‘Tongwynlais Inn’, 2nd April 1857, 

The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian 

   

 

 

 

 

The Temperance Movement, refusing to 

move, not everyone’s ‘cup of tea’. 26th March 

1859, The Cardiff Times. 
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On 7th July 1860 The Cardiff Times dedicated a few columns, bordered in black, to 
announce the passing of “The Late C. C. Williams”. He was born in 1798 and he was 
credited with the introduction of many of the markets in and around Cardiff, among them 
being..... “On his property at Tongwynlais he erected a market two or three years ago and 
we believe it has been hitherto used free of cost”. 

 

The Temperance Movement, moving, again. 

2nd April 1859, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian. 

 

 

 

 

Market day noise, not acceptable, but, was 

it the afternoon, or very early morning?  

 

 

 

‘Just trying to keep warm Guv’nor’. “7 days 

for you m’lad!” 

 

Both the above... 4th June 1859, The Cardiff 

Times 

 

On 2nd June 1860, The Monmouthshire 
Merlin reported on a ‘festival’ held by ‘The 
Friends of Total Abstinence’ at “Castle 
Coch” (they obviously meant “Castell 
Coch”). One of the more disturbing claims of 
‘demon drink’ was this......... 

“We’re doomed I tell ye !” 

 



Tongwynlais (History and Heritage) 2025 
Terry Chard 

 

13 
Accreditation: The National Library of Wales 

 Newspaper Archive 

 

 

 

(Slightly out of date sequence for the 

purpose of page layout) 

28th April 1860, The Cardiff Times. 

If you didn’t know of the mineral wealth, 

this gives a good account of what lies 

under our feet and why so much industry 

was created in the locality. Haemetite / 

hematite is one of the important minerals of 

iron ore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One for local historians, (if it hasn’t been 

seen before), Ivy House stock auction. 23rd 

November 1860, The Cardiff Times. 

 

 

 

 

29th December 1860, The Cardiff and 

Merthyr Guardian. Edmund Thomas, once 

the ‘occupier’ of The Lewis’s Arms, lived at 

Ivy House and he was also a ‘miller’. 
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 successor. It’s also curious to note the common ‘Edmund/s’ name and whether this was     
coincidental or heritage.    

 

 

 

 

Coincidence or not, it seems that once the ‘old 

order’ had passed on The Lewis’s Arms came 

under the watchful eye of the law. 

1st February 1861, The Cardiff Times 

It’s worth pointing out here that most, if not all, 
‘beer houses’ fell foul of the drinking laws at that 
time, more in the following pages, it wouldn’t be 
fair to portray this particular offence as a 
measure of decline of the pub or in the village. 
Perhaps it’s a case of the former landlord being 
viewed as a fine upstanding citizen by the more  
privileged, something not extended to his  

 

 

Auction at the Old Ton and more cottages for 

sale. 30th March 1861, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things clearly became difficult for  

‘The Lewis’. 18th May 1861, The Cardiff  

and Merthyr Guardian 

 

 

As the pub comes under scrutiny a new place of 

worship is born. 25th May 1861, The Aberdare 

Times. 

 

 

 

The Fair not getting the best of publicity. 16th 

August 1861, The Cardiff Times. 
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Just a point of reference, 1861 – 1865 was the time of the American Civil War. 

Right, own up, you can’t wander around 

the village suddenly telling people what 

the time is. 25th October 1861, The 

Cardiff Times. 

 

 

 

Sale of The Bute Arms, 25th April 1862, 

The Cardiff Times. 

 

 

 

 

23rd May 1862, The Cardiff Times. 

The visit of Robyn Ddu, how people 

entertained themselves before radio, TV, 

cinema and shopping malls. 

The article below (Pentyrch) also strikes 

a chord with local people, showing the 

lengths people went to in order to create 

a life for themselves and their families. 

 

 

 

 

All for a noble cause, communities 

coming together. 15th August 1862, The 

Cardiff Times. 
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5th December 1862, The Cardiff Times. 

Here’s one that would have caused 

absolute chaos on the Glamorganshire 

Canal, a windlass was a mechanism for 

raising and lowering a paddle on the lock, 

raising to allow water into the lock chamber, 

or lowering to close off the flow and allow 

water to by-pass the lock.  

 

 

 

 

Conjuring a scene of bucolic life from 

another era. 13th March 1863, The Cardiff 

Times 

 

 

21st November 1862, The Cardiff Times. 

 

Without the handle the lock could not be used and haulage traffic (narrow boats) would 

come to a standstill, leaving a lot of people unhappy.  
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It’s worth including this piece because it 

tells us more about the societies, the role 

of the village pubs and the people who 

made these things happen. 31st July 

1863, The Cardiff Times.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advertising the next ‘Ton’ Eisteddfod, 6th 

November 1863, The Cardiff Times. In 

itself, not so interesting, other than to 

know that they were still going on and 

held at the ‘Market Place’. Here however, 

we see a reference to the “Ivor Castle 

Lodge of Oddfellows” and undoubtedly 

this would have been a nod to “Ifor Bach” 

and his connection with Castell Coch. 
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On 4th December 1863, The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian published a letter from a local 
man updating the paper on the Tongwynlais Grand Eisteddfod of Oddfellows which was held 
on 23rd November in the “Market House” in which 400 – 500 “respectable persons” attended. 
A full list of competitions and prize winners was provided but the letter concluded with 
various ‘votes of thanks’ ending with the singing of “Hen Gwlad fy Nhadau” which itself had 
only been penned in 1856.  

 

On 4th March 1864, The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian published an article on the Cardiff 
Eisteddfod in which the “Competition of Choirs, not under 20 in number – A Bydd 
Aswyddion” was won by Tongwynlais “under the conductorship of Wm. Evans”. “The Mayor 
said, “it would be his pleasing duty to deliver the prize to the youngest female of the 
Tongwynlais Choir”.  

 

 

 

It didn’t exactly meet with everyone’s 

approval though, but evidently, 

Tongwynlais itself was viewed as up and 

coming. 27th November 1863, The Cardiff 

Times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paint Your Wagon – C’mon Billy mon! 

26th February 1864, The Cardiff Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A regular event in the village, 4th March 

1864, The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian. P. 

H. Hounds most likely being the Pentyrch 

Hunt. Another ‘P.H.’ was that of the Park 

Hunt based on the Heath (Cardiff). 
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Here’s an unfortunate incident that 

happened in the Ton reported on 9th 

September 1864 in The Cardiff and  

Merthyr Guardian 

 

 

 

 

From bucolic village to ‘ungodly place’,  

so soon? 11th November 1864, The  

Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian. 

 

Looks like the ‘Debating Club’ at the 

Lewis’s Arms knew how to entertain 

themselves, but it wasn’t for everybody.  

1st April 1864, The Cardiff Times. 

 

 

‘Ton’ Eisteddfod, once again presided over 

by Eli Evans. 27th May 1864, The Cardiff 

Times. 
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A little bit more information on the proposed 

‘works’ at Walnut Tree bridge and the Penny 

Readings being well supported. 31st March 

1865, The Cardiff Times.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th August 1865, The Cardiff Times, a 

worthless commentary on ‘the club feast’, but 

the anticipated prospects for the ‘new works’ at 

the  Walnut Tree bridge didn’t quite meet 

expectations and the fortunes of real life for a 

working man are fully bared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a few events to conjure a mixed image, 

18th August 1865, The Cardiff Times: a severe 

thunderstorm never before witnessed by local 

people; the Ton Fair spoilt and a thriving 

market.     
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On the 8th September 1865 The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian dedicated an entire column on 

the virtues of the ‘Penny Readings’ in Tongwynlais and immensely popular they proved to 

be. Taking place on Wednesday evenings “the attendance was far in excess of any of the 

previous meetings, a great number being compelled to go home again, failing to get 

admittance”. These meetings were regarded “as a great boon to the women of Mellingriffith, 

Pentyrch, Tongwynlais and Taff’s Well to know that their husbands have such an opportunity 

afforded them, instead of spending their leisure hours in a place detrimental to their own 

interest and that of the community at large”. 

At the same time, in another column, the paper reported on “The Tongwynlais Eisteddfod”, 

claiming as follows.... “The first meeting of this kind was held in a splendid pavilion erected in 

a meadow adjoining the National Schoolroom under the presidency of H. Lewis Esq”. 

A time when the turnip crop throughout the 

country had failed. 1st September 1865, The 

Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Left)...25th August 1865, The Cardiff Times. 

The ‘Ivor’ Castle Lodge thriving and earning 

praise for their ‘manly appearance’ and a 

brief account of an unfortunate boatman 

having a difficult time, but don’t despair, 

news of gas coming to the village. 
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On 2nd February 1866, The Cardiff Times spared a column on “Taffs Well – Grand Amateur 
Entertainment” which went on t state “One of the largest gatherings of the combined 
population of Taff’s Well, Mellingriffith and Pentyrch, took place at the capacious assembly 
room of the Castle Inn”. It was held in connection with the ‘Tongwynlais penny readings’ and 
here it was mentioned that the proceeds from these meetings would “be devoted towards the 
formation of reading rooms and libraries for the district”. 

  

The Penny Readings went well and how 

different was Hallow’een back then, not the 

heavily commercialised American import that’s 

been adopted now? 10th November 1865, The 

Cardiff Times. 

 

 

The Penny Readings being courted by the 

villages. 29th September 1865, The Cardiff 

Times. 

 

 

 

 

 

The brook caused a few issues and the 

venue for ‘Penny Readings’ created a bit 

of a storm. 3rd November 1865, The 

Cardiff Times. 
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If you have ever given some thought as to what conditions were like for the more 
impoverished of folk of this era, on June 1st 1866, The Cardiff Times reported on a meeting 
with the Pontypridd Board of Guardians which stated -  “Mr, Geo. Evans, of Pentyrch, sent a 
communication informing the Board that there had been an outbreak of typhoid fever in the 
portion of Tongwynlais situated in the parish of Eglwysilan”.   

 

 

A library, in Tongwynlais, at Mr Thomas’s 

Chemist....13th April 1866, The Cardiff Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another Ton fair was held in August 1867, but it 

didn’t seem to have much to offer, the local 

pubs did OK though. 17th August, The Cardiff 

Times. 

 

 

 

It was a Tongwynlais man that played a big part 

in the construction of the schools and chapels 

around the area. 31st August 1867, The Cardiff 

Times. 

On 23rd February 1866 The Cardiff Times 

published a brief article on a dinner held at the 

Lewis’s Arms for some (‘a number’?) 

employees from ‘Booker’s works’, perhaps 

from one of them perhaps from a few, but it 

seems they were well looked after by the 

‘javelin men’ of the High Sheriff. 



Tongwynlais (History and Heritage) 2025 
Terry Chard 

 

24 
Accreditation: The National Library of Wales 

 Newspaper Archive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a complicated one for a property 

owner, who is the legal owner? 

(Unfortunately the page copy has a ripple). 

4th April 1868, The Cardiff Times. 

 

 

(Below)...8th August 1868, The Cardiff 

Times a celebration of the Lewis’s, free 

beer and no one over indulged 

(apparently).  

 

 

 

(Right) Here’s one worthy of further 

research, a claim to fame if the suggested 

origin of 1807 could be substantiated.  2nd 

July 1870, The Cardiff Times. 
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A fete held in the Ton by another of the 

benevolent societies, this time the Foresters. 

13th Aug 1870, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian. 

 

On 3rd June 1871, The Cardiff and Merthyr 

Guardian devoted a lot of space to the work of 

the courts and at Llandaff many cases of 

‘Unjust Scales’ were dealt with, among them 

being a Ton grocer. 

Tom Llewelyn and Tom Evans faced 7 days 

for this misdemeanour, 8th July 1871, The 

Cardiff Times. 

 

 

This could have been worse, look away now 

.....9th September 1871, The Cardiff and 

Merthyr Guardian. 

 

 

 

 

That’s a relief. The Ty Bach inspectors gave 

Ton the thumbs up! 15th September 1871, The 

Western Mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

A dying trade. 4th November 1871, The Cardiff 

and Merthyr Guardian. 
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The following is a transcript from the ‘Construction of St. Michael’s’........ 
 11th June 1875 The Western Mail published this report.... 
 NEW CHURCH AT TONGWYNLAIS.  
 LAYING THE FOUNDATION STONE. On Thursday the foundation stone of the new 
church, which it is Intended to erect at Tongwynlais, was laid with befitting ceremony. For a 
long time past it bad been felt that the church accommodation in this increasing little village 
was quite inadequate to its requirements, and It was therefore resolved by several of the 
principal people in the neighbourhood that a great effort should be made to do away with 
any complaints that might, not unreasonably, exist in this respect. Active steps were 
accordingly taken, and soon, by means of a successful bazaar held at Cardiff, a grant from 
the Llandaff Diocesan Church Extension Society, and a hearty response to the appeal for 
assistance which the Church Committee had made, the funds were placed in such a position 
that further delay in commencing the building was unnecessary. So it was decided that the 
work should be pushed on at once, and, as it was Impossible that any substantial progress 
could be affected until after the foundation stone had been laid, a gathering, having for Its 

That coal looks a lot like ours! 18th June 

1872, The South Wales Daily News. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 14th June 1873 the quarterly meeting of 

the Llandaff Diocesan Church Extension 

Society was reported in The Cardiff and 

Merthyr Guardian with some plans for 

Tongwynlais. 

 

Then on 9th October 1874 The Western Mail 

provided an update. 
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object the accomplishment of this necessary and Interesting ceremony, took place at 
Tongwynlais on Thursday.  
 
The village is one of the prettiest little places in the district, and It is astonishing, therefore, 
that situated as It Is, only five or six miles from Cardiff, it should not have received that 
attention to which, on account of its charming situation and natural beauties, it is 
undoubtedly entitled. Nestling in a green valley, through which the Taff winds its course, on 
towards Cardiff and the sea, and overlooked by the superbly wooded hill, from Castell Coch, 
at the summit of which a glorious view of the broad expanse which stretches from Newport 
to Cowbridge can be obtained, the village only requires to be lighted up by a fair amount of 
sunshine in order that it may become one of the most pleasant places conceivable for the 
performance of such a ceremony as that which It on Thursday witnessed. Sunshine to a man 
in his counting house or his shop is generally very acceptable, but he is seldom found to 
Indulge either In a paroxysm of joy when It is present, or of grief when a dark cloud takes the 
place of the clear blue, and the heavy raindrops begin patterlng on the pavement outside his 
window. Sunshine, however, was to the people of Tongwynlais on Thursday a matter of very 
great consequence indeed, for was not the foundation stone of the new St, Michael's Church 
to be laid; had not a silver trowel and a silver-mounted mallet come all the way from London; 
were not the said trowel and mallet to play a very prominent part in the day's proceedings; 
and now, did not the rain appear likely to spoil everything? No doubt these were the 
questions passed from one villager to another as the rain, after coming down steadily all the 
morning, gained new strength about noon, and continued for a couple of hours to Iash the 
roadways of the village with such fury that In a short time the mud was ankle deep, and a 
walk of a dozen yards meant a wetting to the skin. About two o’clock, however, a gratifying 
change came over the weather, and the force of the rain suddenly ceasing, a gentle 
downpour succeeded. This soon ceased, and the dark clouds clearing away as If by magic, 
revealed the good natured face of the sun smiling down upon the place from a setting of 
clear sky as though he would say, "Cheer up I see I have gone quite far enough In the 
direction of lowering your spirits. Now, behold what I can do?" And the sun did do something 
too. He dried the roads that an hour before were nearly Impassable, he permitted the 
villagers to venture forth from their dwellings, and to cluster in groups round the shop of Mr. 
Jeremy, where, in the most prominent place in the window lay the case which contained the 
trowel and the mallet, of which previous mention has been made, and he disposed of the 
very grave problems whether the ceremony must not either have to be put off or rendered a 
failure. There was no longer any fear on that score the sun had completely answered the 
question, and the public answered it too, for now they began to appear in bright garments 
and Sunday suits, and to make their way towards the old church, from the belfrey of which 
came forth a sound which Indicated that the hour was at hand, or to gather round the stone 
so soon to be laid in its bed, over which the silver trowel would be deftly passed. The party 
that had made for the church formed a procession, and marched to the site, on which, in the 
course of the next twelve- month, will be raised a building of which Upper Whitchurch will 
have reason to be justly proud.  
 
The stone, which was a handsome, well-proportioned block, was suspended by means of a 
crane, and close to the bed, into which, at the proper moment it would sink, was a platform 
elevated a few Inches above the adjoining ground. This space was reserved, and among 
those who were privileged to occupy it were the following:- Mrs. and the Misses Booker, 
Velindra; Mr., Mrs. and Mr. H. Lewis, jun., Greenmeadow; the Rev. J. J. Powell and Mrs. 
Powell, Tongwynlais; Mrs. Davles, the Vicarage, Whitchurch; the Rev. Mr. Parry and family, 
Tongwynlais; Mr. E. and Mrs. Griffiths;  Rev, Horatio and Mrs. Thomas, Pentyrch; Rev. E. 
Jenkins, Whitchurch; Rev. G. W. Jones, St. Catharine's, Pontypridd; Mr. Haddock, 
Whitchurch; Rev. G. B. Jones, Tenby and Mr. Mardge, choirmaster. The crowd, which, by 
the time the platform was filled, was a very numerous one, having gathered round, the Rev. 
J. J. Powell, the curate in charge of Tongwynlais, arrayed in his surplice, stepped to the 
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front, and commenced reading the order of service suitable for such an occasion. He spoke 
calmly and distinctly, and every sentence that he uttered could be heard without difficulty by 
all present. The responses were heartily joined in, and the singing of the choir reflected 
much credit upon Mr. Mardge, their instructor. Their rendering of the hymn commencing— 
 The lord of Hosts, whose glory tills  
 The bounds of the eternal hills,  
was especially good. After that portion of the services commencing “Behold, I lay in Zion a 
chief corner stone, elect, precious” had been gone through, a bottle was placed upon the 
mortar In such a position that it would fit Into a cavity in the foundation stone which hung 
immediately overhead. In this bottle were several coins of the present year's date, and a 
parchment, on which were engrossed the following words:- 
 “In the faith of Jesus Christ this foundation stone is placed by Mabel Booker (eldest 
daughter of Thomas William Booker (of Velindra), and Henry Levis, of Green Meadow, and 
dedicated to St Michael, in the name of God the Father, God the son and God the Holy 
Ghost, June 10th, 1875,"  
Miss BOOKER then touched the mortar with the trowel, and a signal being given, the stone 
was lowered into its bed. Mr. Lewis, jun., Greenmeadow, next struck the stone with the 
mallet, and the ceremony was complete. 
 
The trowel was of solid silver, exquisitely designed, with an ivory handle, and on the face of 
it  as well as on the mallet, which was of boxwood, with a circular silver plate inserted in the 
head was the following inscription (the blank here left being filled with the name of Miss. 
Booker or Mr. Lewis):- Presented to ----, on the laying down of the Foundation Stone. St. 
Michael’s Church, Tongwynlais, Whitchurch."  
 
The trowel case was of brown morocco, inlaid with gilt and lined with violet satin and velvet. 
The trowel and mallet having been handed about on the platform for inspection, were 
presented to Miss Booker and Mr. Lewis by the Rev. J. J. Powell. After the ceremony had 
been brought to a conclusion, the Rev.. Horatio Thomas made a few remarks. In the course 
of which be referred to the sermon by Dean Swift from the text. “He that glveth unto the poor 
lendeth to the Lord." He knew nowhere, he said, that was so much in want of a place of 
worship In connection with the Established Church as that place, which seemed to have 
been overlooked for a number of years, until certain kindly disposed people took the matter 
in hand. He did not know what the result might be, but they might rest assured that it would 
not be an appeal in vain. The church was to built almost exclusively for the good of the 
inhabitants, of the place, who were, as they knew, not of the wealthy classes. He could only 
say that he hoped the foundation stone which had been laid that day would be the means of 
glorifylng God, and of promoting the eternal spiritual welfare of the neighbourhood. He 
thought they could not do better than offer their sincere thanks to those who had taken such 
a warm Interest In the building. The reverend gentleman having concluded his observations, 
the assembly dispersed. A luncheon was afterwards served to the clergy and others by Mr. 
Whitney, of the Lewis's Arms Hotel, Tongwynlais.  
 
The following details of the contemplated new church may be of interest:- It will be built from. 
the plans of Mr John Prichard, diocesan architect, and the work will be carried out by Mr. 
Franklin, contractor, of Splottlands Cardiff, who has had great experience in the building of 
ecclesiastic structures. The church will be In the early English style, and will consist of a 
nave, a chancel, a south porch, and a vestry. The belfry will be at the west end, and tyhere 
will be large east and west windows. The walling will be of natural stone, quarried on the 
Greenmeadow estate, given by Mr. Lewis, and the dressings will be of box ground stone. 
The roof Is to be open bordered work, covered with small green Penmoyle tiles, and the 
aisles andI chancel will be floored with tiles from the works of Messrs. Godwin and Co., of 
Lugwardine, near Hereford. The pulpit, stalls, pews, &c„ will be of pitched pine and the 
building is designed to comfortably seat about 300 persons, The sand used in the building 
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will be given by Mr. Booker. The site, which is central, Is the very best that could he selected 
and was chosen by Mrs. Lewis. The ground will not be all built upon, but there will be a very 
pleasant approach, which, when planted with grass and railed in, will have from the road an 
exceedingly good effect. The total cost will be about £2000 of which upwards of £1300 has 
been already subscribed. We may state In conclusion that Mr. T. W. Booker was absent 
through illness, and Mr. Prichard, the architect, was not present, having an important 
engagement in England. 
 

 

 

 

One of Ton’s thriving, flourishing, clubs would 

you believe? 16th June 1875, The Western 

Mail.  

(Not quite what it seems, but a society to help 

the bereaved). 

 

 

 

 

 

More sanitation issues just to give you a 

‘flavour’ for conditions on the roads. 17th July 

1875, The Cardiff Times. 

 

 

 

 

 

Drainage and sanitation was a major issue, 

but the norm for many places. 14th December 

1876, The South Wales Daily News. 
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By March 1879, the economy took a turn for the worst and things began to look a lot different 

at the local iron and tin plate works. Part of the reason here was the improvements and 

modernisation that had taken place with overseas competitors, regions which were once 

lucrative export markets were now self sufficient leading to loss of custom and a decline in 

local manufacturing. After the civil war America was getting back on its feet, improving its 

own industrial interests. On 8th March 1879 The Cardiff Times published an article on the 

difficulties faced by “men employed by Messrs. Booker and Company at Melingriffith and 

Pentyrch”. At this time the workers were faced with a 10% reduction in wages creating a 

feeling of industrial unrest. These works included the forge, the colliery (Lan) and the iron 

ore mines. In essence the fear was in ‘how long the reduction would last and if the reduction 

was accepted whether the work would be full time or not’. Evidently liquidators had been 

called into the works by this time and the rumour was that they had no interest in keeping the 

works open, particularly to carry on at a loss. A deputation of 40 men was sent to discuss 

these issues with Booker who denied that shutting the works was a preferred choice, but 

with economic and trade uncertainty he could not make any promises about the future and 

was unable to provide any answers as to the period of reduced wages or of full time working. 

It was certain however that any notion of a strike, or withdrawal of labour, would certainly 

result in all orders being lost and the end of the works. 

These men were stuck ‘between a rock and a hard place’, some arguing that half a loaf is 

better than no loaf at all. The situation for them and their families was desperate. A miner 

from the iron mine, who mentioned that he had been working there for the last 40 years, said 

the miners, as a body, were agreeable to take the reduction. A workman from the forge 

recommended that of two evils they should choose the least and work at low wages instead 

of starving. If there were two or three men who could live for five or six months without 

The church finally opens its doors. 23rd 

February 1877, The South Wales Daily 

News. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why not form the ‘Ton Gas Company’? 27th 

March 1877, The South Wales Daily News. 
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working, there were dozens, on the other hand who could not do so. A ‘puddler’, from 

Pentyrch, said that “at present what he earned was not enough, and if the reduction was 

made, he would not be able to live”, another saying that “fresh meat had been out of the 

question for a long while back they had had to live on four penny bacon and a bit of bread, 

and he did not know what would be the result were the wage rate to be further reduced. 

Even if idle and starving, it was better, in his view, to starve idle than starve working”. 

Despite the difficulties faced, most likened their commitment and devotion to Booker as 

being the same as a French soldier to Bonaparte. 

 

 

 

 

(Right)  26th April 1879 The Cardiff Times 

announced tha marriage of Henry Lewis. 

 

 

(Below)  Whatever battles had raged at 

Castell Coch in its early history it claimed 

another victim when it was rebuilt, no Health 

and Safety and no Factories Act back then, 

overloaded scaffold planks gave way. 19th 

July 1879, The Cardiff Times. 

 

 

 

(Right) 16th August 1879, The Weekly Mail. 

The industrial nightmare deteriorated and the 

prospects for local communities looked grim 

as this (partial) cutting shows.  
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By November things had escalated. Difficult 

and disturbing times, poverty and destitution, 

communities pulling together to help one and 

other. 1st November 1879, The South Wales 

Daily News. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Below) To emphasise the enormity of the 

problem a letter, written by the Archdeacon of 

Llandaff, published in The South Wales Daily 

News on 3rd November 1879. 
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The Sunday Drinking Laws. 28th 

September 1880, The South Wales Daily 

News. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beer house offence, Bute Arms, 2nd 

October 1880, The Weekly Mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Ton, selling strong water. 6th 

November 1880, The Weekly Mail. 
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20th August 1881, The Cardiff Times. 

Times were hard, theft, did he or didn’t 

he? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th October 1881, The South Wales Daily 

News. The Bute Arms ‘To Let’ and we 

find its approximate location. 

 

Hard labour for sleeping on the job, if he 

had a job and it’s all her fault! 29th 

October 1881, The Pontypridd Chronicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salem due for a refurb.  9th July 1883, 

The South Wales Daily News. 
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18th November 1884, The South Wales 

Daily News. More pub trouble. 

 

 

 

 

(Below)  25th November 1884, The South 

Wales Daily News. 

 

 

8th August 1885, The Weekly Mail and 

the members of The Loyal ‘Ivor’ Castle 

Lodge held their ‘feast’. 
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This one’s a bit gruesome so look away 

now....5th December 1885, The Weekly Mail 

 

 

 

 

 

This is incredible, you wouldn’t have 

believed it if you hadn’t seen this. Talk 

about being in ‘the wrong place at the 

wrong time’. 18th November 1886, The 

South Wales Echo. 

 

 

 

The hunt was still a ‘thing’. 14th January, 

1887, The South Wales Daily News. 

 

 

Rowdyism in Ton, a ‘man servant’ getting 

his ‘master’ into trouble. 17th May 1887, 

The Western Mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

Queen Victoria’s jubilee 11th June 1887, 

The Weekly Mail. 
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More mid summer Sunday trading issues. 24th 

July 1888, The Western Mail. 

 

 

 

 

In this one we are given the names of some of 

the old licensees of the Ton pubs, 3rd 

December 1888, The South Wales Echo. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s one where a man was charged, not for 

drinking on Sunday, but, for trying to get one. 

7th October 1889, The South Wales Echo. 

 

 

The Ton Flour Mills theft. 31st July 1890, The 

South Wales Daily News 

 

 

One Ton pub up for sale by auction, the 

beginning of the end of the road perhaps? 12th 

October 1891, The South Wales Daily News 
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The prospect of piped water to the villages. 

17th October 1891, The Western Mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hauliers up for grabs, 16th December 

1891, The South Wales Daily News. 

 

Ton was a favoured venue for the hunt. 22nd 

January 1892, The South Wales Daily News. 

 

 

More diluted spirits. 21st March 1892, The 

Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

Community of the combined churches. 11th 

June 1892, The Cardiff Times 
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Just months earlier (29th July 1892) The South Wales Star reported on ‘Charges Against 
Tongwynlais Publicans’ dedicating a substantial column on various misdemeanours. It listed 
Charles Crandon, Hauliers Arms, charged with selling beer to non bona fide travellers on a 
Sunday. Evidently four men were drinking beer from a jug and all were found to live within 
the 3 mile limit, but claimed that the distance over the ‘public footway’ was more than 3 
miles. The case was adjourned in order for checks to be made. He was also summoned for 
‘allowing drunkenness’, a man having been found lying in the kitchen ‘drunk’. It earned the 
licensee a £5 fine + costs or a month imprisonment in default of payment. He wasn’t alone, 
William Humphrey Lewis, landlord of the Old Ton was charged with allowing beer to be 
consumed during prohibited hours. Men and women were found drinking and dancing after 
11 at night. The case was dismissed due to the people arguing that it was a private party 
and the landlady had asked if there was any objection to it 3 weeks prior. 

 

 
  

25th August 1892, The South Wales Daily 

News. The law clamping down. 

 

 

 

 

 

A tactical manoeuvre, but the reputation is 

noted. 27th September 1892, The South 

Wales Daily News. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Ton ‘gentleman’ donates four swans to a 

Cardiff park. Presumably they were bred, or, 

farmed in Tongwynlais which just seems a 

little strange. 19th October 1892, The South 

Wales Daily News.  

 

 

 

‘Country sports’ again. 5th December 1892, 

The South Wales Daily News. 
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8th November 1893, The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

Venue for the the Ystrad Hounds. 26th March 

1894, The South Wales Daily News 

 

(Right)....No diluted spirits that night! 21st April 

1894, The Evening Express. (‘John Barleycorn’ 

a common word for booze with the chapel, no 

doubt, due to preach on temperance). 

 

(Below)...Found it or stole it? 11th June 1894, 

The Evening Express. (A break was a 

bus/carriage at those times). 

 

 

(Right)....Mind how you go! 11th September 

1894, The Evening Express. 

 



Tongwynlais (History and Heritage) 2025 
Terry Chard 

 

41 
Accreditation: The National Library of Wales 

 Newspaper Archive 

On 17th January 1895, The Western Mail undertook a ‘census’ on the Sunday Drinking Laws 
and the newspaper published their findings in an article which included the sub-title “Further 
Proof of the Act’s Failure”. The research attempted to cover the inns and clubs of Cardiff and 
also the ‘country inns’. The work was carried out by a ‘crop of men’ under the direction and 
superintendence of the literary staff of the newspaper’. There were some funny incidents, 
one being while “crossing the Ely River at Llandaff. by means of a piece of timber thrown 
across the stream and the first man was cautioning his companion to take care when just as 
he himself expressed it, "very prolific of advice to take care just as he reached the latter 
word he dropped in and touched the bottom at the depth of his armpits. When they got 
across to the other side the one who was dry helped his companion to wring his clothes, and  

 

 

then, with rare good feeling, stripped off his 
own garments and gave his own dry pants to 
his colleague. Thereafter they walked about 
most of the day to keep themselves warm, and 
it is not surprising that the character of their 
report differs from that of most of the other 
members of the corps. A good deal of the 
discomfort arising from the mishap was later in 
the day neutralised by the efforts of the good 
Samaritan whom they met in the person of the 
land- lord of the Lewis Arms, Ton.  

This was the outcome for Ton..... 

17th January 1895, The Western Mail 

(Right)..... One of the hunt reports, whatever 

your views are, it is nonetheless an interesting 

account from another time. 4th April 1895, The 

South Wales Echo. 

 

(Below) 18th April 1895, The South Wales Daily 

News 

 
 
24th December 1895 The South Wales Daily 

News 
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(Left).........Here’s one that tells all about living 

conditions at that time. Fresh water, drainage 

and sanitation was a huge problem. 3rd June 

1895, The South Wales Daily Post. 

 

 

(Below)....29th July 1895, The South Wales 

Echo 

 

Just to make things clear here, this type of 

thing went on throughout the land, it wasn’t 

just a local issue. 

 

 

14th February 1896, The South Wales Echo 

 

 

7th April 1896, The South Wales Daily News. 

The churches balancing the books. 
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Sanitation issues continue. 5th June 1896, The 

South Wales Echo. 

 

 

 

(Below)....The native tongue. 17th August 

1896, The Evening Express 

 

 

 

(Below)....‘Sat nav’ let him down. 15th 

September 1896, The South Wales 

Daily News. 

 

 

(Below)...A brief hunt report. 4th 

November 1896, The Evening Express 
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The New Year starts with a Fox hunt. 1st 

January 1897, The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

 

A working dog, a big loss to someone. 17th 

February 1897, The South Wales Echo. 

 

 

 

26th April 1897, The South Wales Echo 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Sunday drinking, a ‘mala fide’ customer 

from just down the tow path. 20th July 1897, 

The South Wales Daily News. 

 

 

 

 

8th November 1897, The South Wales Daily 

News. 
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29th December 1897, The Evening 

Express. An end of year review and it 

looks like a change of venue for the ‘Ivor 

Castle’ Lodge. 

(Below)....More New Year ‘sport’ for 

some. 7th January 1898, The Evening 

Express and then 10th February 1898, The 

Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Below)....The Cardiff Railway 

Company finalising the track route with 

eyes on the canal. 26th January 1898, 

The South Wales Echo. 
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Who knew the Hauliers’ Arms had a skittle 

alley? The pub up ‘to be let’ once again. 

24th May 1898, The Evening Express. 

 

 

We can’t just let anyone in..... 6th 

December 1898, The South Wales Daily 

News 

 

 

More ‘sporting write ups. 3rd February 

1899, The Western Mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bute Arms still going, but without  

their ‘Flo’. 25th March 1899, The South 

Wales Echo. 
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One of the Ton’s old licensees and a car 

driver, possibly one of the first. 23rd May 

1900, The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

 

A carnival through the Ton. 18th June 1900, 

The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

Dating evidence, some developments 

planned. 24th October 1900, The South 

Wales Echo.  

 

 

 

 

The ‘Ivor Castle’ lodge proving to be popular 

in the Ton. 2nd January 1901, The Evening 

Express. 
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You have only once chance to be a first 

offender! 10th July 1902, The Evening Express. 

 

 

 (Below)...Heavy rain causing plenty of 

problems. 6th January 1903, The Evening 

Express  

 

(Below)...The writing is on the wall for 

the ‘Castle’ Coch Inn. 3rd July 1903, The 

Evening Express. 

 

 

(Below)...An early performance of the 

Ton Band. 14th August 1903, The Barry 

Dock News. 
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The ‘Ivor Castle’ Lodge still going strong in 

the lodge room of the Lewis’s and an 

interesting last paragraph tells something of 

the medical support available in communities 

and of the ‘Oddfellows’. 30th September 1903, 

The Evening Express. 

 

(Below)...’Mala fides’, still a sport. 4th July 

1904, The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

A bit more information on the Castell Coch 

Inn much to the regret of the tenant. 4th 

February 1905, The Weekly Mail. 

The Newbridge-Rhondda Brewery Company 

had gone into liquidation and had sold the 

property to the Cardiff Railway Company.  

She was required to “clear out” and she 

refused to leave. The Bench ruled against her 

“and an order for ejectment was granted”.  

 

 

 

 

 

(Left).....It’s the end of the road for the 

Castell Coch Inn 7th February 1905. 
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(Right) ....As unpleasant as these incidents 

are it’s worth knowing about them, a stark 

reminder of what went wrong and what can 

go wrong. It happened here. 10th May 

1905, The Evening Express. 

 

 

Here’s an interesting account from the 

Aberdare Leader. It’s a snapshot of a 

moment in time and not only that but it 

also mentions an origin of the Castell 

Coch site rarely mentioned. 15th April 

1905. 

(Left)....16th June 1905, The Evening 

Express 
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The hunt goes on. 18th January 1906, The 

Evening Express. 

 

 

 

Not a great way to start the year but the case 

was dismissed. The outside door was open but 

the inside door was locked. 12th January 1907, 

The Weekly Mail 

 

(Below)....Against medical advice.  

22nd April 1907 The Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Below).....Who wins here?    17th May 
1907, The Barry Herald 
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King Edward VII 

On the 27th June 1907, The Evening Express published a column on plans for the “Royal 

Visit To Caerphilly” outlining an ‘official’ programme of the arrangements being made. 

Railway and canal companies were asked to decorate their bridges and the railway 
companies also asked to run special trains at cheap fares..... “In Tongwynlais the 
decorations are to be put on the line of route where there are houses. 
Colonel Henry Lewis is generously going to provide a considerable portion of the Tongwylais 
display.  
Other arches which the council will provide for are at the foot of Nantgarw Hill, opposite 
Councillor J. B. Mathew’s at Taff’s Well, at Mill Road Tongwynlais and where the King enters 
the district at Ynys Bridge.” 

 

 

 
12th October 1908, The Evening Express 

 
 

To commemorate the King’s visit. It makes 

you wonder what happened to the ‘box’.  

24th July 1907, The Evening Express 
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(Above photo)...8th April 1909, The Evening Express 

 

(Right)....Mixing with the ‘great and the good’. 9th April 1909, 

The Glamorgan Gazette. 

No shortage of gold among the 

Oddfellows. 30th March 1909, The 

Evening Express 

 

 

 

It beggars belief, almost lost it. 27th 

November 1907, The Evening Express 
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(Right).....Another ‘Puppy Show’ was reported by The 

Evening Express on 24th March 1910. ‘Luncheon’ 

was served in the Lewis Arms. 

 

 

And finally below.....Name your price, if you are 

cheap enough and if you are a ‘suitable country Girl’. 

The Bute Arms still going apparently. 7th January 

1916, The South Wales Weekly.  

 

 
 
 


