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Whitchurch (Cardiff) Hockey
[ With accreditation to the National Library of Wales — Newspaper Archives ]

Hockey in Whitchurch has a deep rooted history that goes way back, over 120 years. The current
club’s website however introduces the club as follows:

“Whitchurch Hockey Club, based in Cardiff is the largest field hockey club in Wales. We
run seven men’s sides, six ladies sides and twenty youth sides (run between the men and
women) — offering social, development and performance hockey, for all ages & whatever your
ability.

Throughout our 72 year history Whitchurch Hockey Club has developed a culture of success.
From the early days on Caedelyn Park, to St Fagans and now with our newly laid sand-dressed
pitch at Whitchurch High School and purpose-built clubhouse at Whitchurch Rugby Sports &
Social Club”.

The 72 year history places the origin of the present club to 1952 (writing this in June 2024).

No doubt there’s good reason for the club establishing this date as being its origin, after all there
were two world wars in the 20™ century, but it could be understating its history. This research was
carried out so that a deeper record of the sport in this part of Cardiff can be disclosed and
appreciated, not just for the benefit of the club, but, for the wider heritage of sport in our village.

On the 2" November 1903 The Evening Express published the following article:
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Not only does it provide us with dating evidence, but it gives us the names of the early movers
and shakers in this sport, locally and it’s clear that the Arthur family played a big part in it. (Take a
bow if this was your family). It also gives us something of a feint clue as to the location of their
pitch, as imprecise as it might be at this point.

The extent of competition is clearly shown in what follows as the research unveils the playing
schedules, the type of fixtures played and the locations of the matches. One of the earliest
games was that of Whitchurch playing against an East Cardiff second XI, printed on 5"
December 1903 by The Evening Express, the game ending in a draw:
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One notable aspect of these newspaper cuttings reveals that a good many games were played
during winter months and you have to wonder just what the conditions and playing surfaces were
like at that time.

On 8" January 1904 The Barry Dock News published an article listing the player's names for the
Barry St Mary’s’ hockey team fixture with ‘Whitchurch Seconds’. Unremarkable in itself other than
it tells us that the Whitchurch club was sufficiently strong at the time to be able to run a 2™ team.

Another interesting article highlighting Whitchurch Hockey Club was printed in The Evening
Express on 12" September 1904 showing that the club had joined the South Wales Association
as one of eight new clubs, along with Swansea, Penarth, Mid-Rhondda, Barry St Mary’s,
Crickhowell, Swansea Eaton and Sudbrook.

On 5" October 1904 The Evening Express published a report on a match between Risca and
Whitchurch, stating that “The Whitchurch Hockey Club opened their second season with an away
match against Risca” clearly confirming that the club had started playing in the 1903/04 season
and that October seems to have been the season start date. They lost this particular match 1 — 0.

No luck the following week either, when Whitchurch played against Llanishen, again losing 1 — 0
(10™ Oct 1904 The Evening Express).

On 2™ January 1905 Whitchurch lost 2 — 0 to Cardiff. It’s not fair to assume that the club was
struggling and not enjoying any success at this stage, only that the available newspaper
evidence is not there to find, sufficient to know that that they were playing the likes of teams such
as Cardiff and others such as Pontypridd. On 27" October 1905 The Barry Dock News published
a report describing Barry Hockey Club had previously beaten Whitchurch Seconds but had then
played Whitchurch first XI and were “decisively beaten” 10 — 1 with the comment “Whitchurch are
undoubtedly a very strong team this season”. A few days later they beat Penarth Trinity 5 — 1. On
21 December 1905 the Evening Express published the score of a hockey match between
Whitchurch Ladies and Aberdare (at Whitchurch), Whitchurch winning 1 — 0, so not only do the
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club successfully run a second XI, but they also have a ladies team and a clearer picture of the
success of the club and the popularity of the sport in the area emerges. The club apart, the
Whitchurch ground (playing pitch) was also the venue for representative games and a popular
venue for other teams, more on this later. On Boxing Day 26" December 1905 (The Evening
Express) seemed to have had a run out amongst themselves, with a team arranged by Mr Baylis,
no doubt a committee man, or a local worthy, continuing the impression that things are healthy
within:
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Such was the level that the Whitchurch Club had achieved that a report in The Barry Dock News
2" March 1906 stated “Whitchurch are regarded as one the leading hockey teams in South
Wales”.

On the 12" Nov 1906 The Evening Express showed a scoreline of Penarth Trinity 1 goal;
Whitchurch nil, going on to state that Whitchurch lost their ground record since 1904. In the Barry
Dock News on 14™ December 1906 the newspaper published a brief report on a match between
Barry and Whitchurch 2nds in which the 2nds “gained a handsome victory of five goals to one”.

On 2™ December 1907 The Evening Express published a scoreline of Whitchurch 11 goals;
Barry, nil.

On 17" December 1908 The Evening Express announced the team selections for an East Wales
vs West Wales preliminary Welsh trial match being played at Llanelli on January 7™ (1909). The
East team included: right back - G. Bennett (Whitchurch) and inside right - W. J. Duncan
(Whitchurch).

The Barry Daily News published a brief account on 18" March 1910 stating “The Barry first
eleven found their superiors in a game with Whitchurch at Barry Island on Saturday last. The
visitors led by three goals to one at half time and increased their lead before the close,
registering three further goals while Barry added another couple to their single point.The
homesters were this defeated by six goals to three. Pallot (4), Tuckett and Gunson scored for
Whitchurch; and Dyer, Meggitt and Clarke for Barry. Rev J. O. Roberts, Cardiff. Late captain of
the Barry Club played for the visitors”. This report also included the scoreline “Whitchurch
Seconds six goals; Barry Seconds nil — At Whitchurch on Saturday last”.
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There was a good account in The Glamorgan Gazette on 30" September 1910 reporting on a
Bridgend fixture against Whitchurch which Whitchurch won 2 - 1:

penses last yvear or the year hefore. lam,
this

as 1

HOCKEY M

’ M

R s rour

BRIDGEND v. WHITCHURCH. Wes
These teams met at Bridgend on Saturday. :,‘r’:
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a visit to Bridgend, the bully off being at 3.45. Tl
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E. Rees, W. T. Edwards: forwards. F. C. |Bu
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Hesling. ever
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(Presumably, the Whitchurch player of note here was Pallot and not Pallow, more on him later).

Whitchurch match records covering the few following years couldn’t be found until 1913 when
The Barry Docks News printed a brief article, on their team, on 5" December: “Barry were
unfortunate in being defeated by Whitchurch last Saturday. They were leading at half time by a
goal to nil, but had bad luck on several occasions. Whitchurch played a vigorous game in the
second half and ultimately ran out winners by two goals to one”. They separately reported that
“Barry 2nds met Whitchurch 2nds at the Polo Ground, Whitchurch and were defeated by seven
goals to two. Barry 2nds are practically a new team this year and did very well against such a
strong side”.
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Management and Administration

No club could, or, would survive without good people and good governance, but the first
suggestion of any type of committee meeting is that on 22™ September 1906 in The Evening
News:
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|  WHITCHURCH HOCKEY CLUB.

The apnual meeting of the Whitchurch
Hockey Clab was held at the Railway Inn. !
The following officers were elected for the
next season:—First eleven—eaptain, C. -W.
Slt;epherd; vi.oe-oa.tha.inﬁelg. 7. Jm;ld
eleven—ecaptain, J, G. nett; vi m,
L. Tregackis.
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It's interesting to note that the favoured venue for the club at this time was the Railway Inn
(Llandaff North), but also worth noting that earlier that year 24™ Feb 1906 the club held an annual
whist drive and dance to raise funds ‘at the Llandaff City Schools’ with 140 people attending
despite inclement weather — (The Cardiff Times).

One of the earliest names to crop up in the club’s history is that of S. J. Arthur a man clearly
dedicated to the sport and his name crops up again as the club’s representative presiding
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SOUTH WALES ASSOCIATION MEETING.
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5- of dovery; C. R. Davad, and W. Boott, Aber
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over a South Wales Association Meeting at the Metropole in Swansea, as a council delegate. It's
also interesting to note the strength of the association and the slight shortage of available capital.

On 18" September 1908 The Evening Express provided a short passage on the club’s AGM.
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HOCKEY IN SOUTH WALES

Whitchurch G—l;b_choose Officials

At the sixth annual meeting of the Whit-
church Hockey Club, held at the Malsters’
Arms, Whitchurch, Mr. Sam J. Arthur presii-
mgo% oxllﬁ:c_ers_ were elected for the .

Agoodﬁxtnmllahubeeumd. and
an even more

is anticipated, all last

The Game at Blackwood.
There was a good sttendance at the annnsl '
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As the ‘sixth annual meeting’ it clearly confirms the club’s official formed date as 1903, however,
at this time the club had seen fit to hold this meeting at The Maltsters Arms in Whitchurch with
the captain W. J. Pallot being a notable player in the first team and Mr Sam J. Arthur still ‘doing

his bit’.

One creditable performance was
reported on 10" December 1910 in
the Evening Express, when
Whitchurch beat a very strong East
Cardiff team, described as “one of
the best games ever witnessed
between these teams” naming
some of the stand out players in the
process and once again ‘Pallot’
took some of the plaudits.

An interesting part of this is the use
of Llandaff Fields as a match venue
at that time.
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ALL ABOUT HOCKEY
Whitchurch v. East Cardiff

Fast Cardiff take a lot of beating on Lian-
daff Fields, and Whitchurch are to He com-
mended upon obtaining a victory by 2 goals
to nil on Saturday last. It was one of the
best games ever witnessed between these
teams, and Mr. Arthur Thomas, who umpired
the whole field, cave the greatest satisiac-
tion in that eapacity.. Dr. Shepherd played
a:o&er gr%a,t. gamgI at centre dhalf bfov:ktge
visitors, and was ably supported at bac Yy
D. T. John. Tregaskis also played well.
Quite a feature of the matca was the pretty
inter-paseing bhetween Pallot and Davidson
on the left wing for Whitcnurch. The latter
player has now come on wonderfully of late,
and s well worth watching. The “shining
light”” on the East side was the goalkeeper,
Burks, who is unquestionably a elass playet,
Jones aud Clarry are also entitled to a great
deal! of praise for their fine display. lLlan-
iehen were the visitors to Whitchurch to-day.
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Clearly the Christmas celebrations in Bridgend and St Fagans on Christmas 1910 played
a big part in these results published in The Evening Express on 28" December 1910

438 VOCHIIFSIS WEIT J0uSD JUIilllG L anu i | 0On

ad | pavid Hughes. 8ec
16t mo
nd for
ou HOG K EY the
re of
ry

at | Whitchurch played Bridgend on Monday | 52!
27| morning at home, and won by sixteen goals ; he
it to nil. The homesters were two short of | res
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The Home Venue.

One of the early references for hockey facilities locally was provided by The Evening Express on
28" February 1906 for a Ladies Hockey match involving Cardiff and County Ladies v Penarth
Trinity Club Ladies ‘at Whitchurch, Cardiff winning by 10 goals to nil.

The first real evidence for what was the home venue for the club’s games was found in an article
published by The Evening Express on 8" March 1905 when we find that it was in fact at the polo
field, the venue of the Cardiff and Glamorganshire Polo Club. The polo ground is now no more
but it was in a location now occupied by the housing estate around Ty Nant and Maes Glas
(Whitchurch), built c. 1950. It was well known by locals as being so and it was also the home
venue for Old Monktonians RFC who became Glamorgan Wanderers RFC and for a short period
this ground also had tennis courts on the site.

e Wales Iv{vill be repraatinﬁfiu‘?y ?hebfollowiggl:
o | —Goal;Huryphreys @Ela uo) . backs;: Bel-
VI0Z | Jingham  (Swamsea) ‘and_“Amthony- (Bangon® {
half-backs, Guv Jones (Newport), Price (Aber- ¥
.| zavenny), and Mytton (Bangon: forwards. R.| 2
for | Williams (Wrexham), Evans (Cardiff), E. S. . Ma
T | Baylis (Newport), Pearson (Newport), and P.| goog
N. Baylis (Newport). g

LOCAT CLUB HOCKEY. Glea

12.30 | , There was little of interest in clab hockey
» last weelk, the most surprising event being | TeAU
the defeat of Abergavenny at Chepstow. Car- | notic
and | diff only managed to draw with Penarth,
while Newport, who played a serateh mateh
1.45 | against, the Cardiff and Glamorganshire.Polo

w

Olub at Whitchnrch, put on a dozew goals to

ter. | Ome. East Cardiff dafeated Bridgend on their Oa
" lown ground by two goals to none.
2.35 IRELAND V. WALES (LADIES). Th

The ladies’ international match between
Ireland and Wales will be played at Swan-=a )
lent | 00 Friday of next week. xoellent arramge- Bel
i ments, which are not vet complete, are being
ide. | mage for the reception of the Irish ladies. 3
: The two countries will be repreeented by the Ke

It's quite possible that the hockey club and the polo club were linked, perhaps by personnel, but,
regardless, they would have needed to work in harmony in order to share the facilities together,
particularly so if the seasons overlapped. It becomes clear that, at this time, with the amount of
use this venue attracted it would have been quite a centre for sporting and recreational use.

On 6™ January 1906 The Evening Express printed a brief article on a match between Whitchurch
and Cardiff “Played at the polo ground Whitchurch”, in which Whitchurch won 4 — 0 with goals
from Buckley (2), J. Arthur and H. Page. The article went on to say “The Whitchurch Club has
now beaten Cardiff, Newport and Swansea”.

An interesting article was printed in The Evening Express on 2™ April 1906 relating to a match in
which a ‘South Wales Scratch XI’ beat ‘The Welsh Team'. Having been defeated in their
international matches a challenge was put out to the Welsh team who had been criticised for the
‘mode adopted in the selection of the team’. A challenge match was arranged between the Welsh
Xl and a ‘Rest of South Wales’ team and it was played “at the Whitchurch polo grounds in the
presence of a fair attendance of devotees of the game”. The ‘Rest of South Wales’ team included
D. T. John; R. Thomas; W. Shepherd; R. Buckley; T. Page and W. Pallett, all from the
Whitchurch club, with some of these also jointly representing Cardiff University. The ‘Rest of
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South Wales’ team eventually won 1 — 0 with the report proclaiming that some of them were
‘easily superior of the internationals’.

Having mentioned Cardiff University, The Evening Express published the score of a match
played at Llandaff Fields — Cardiff College 8; Whitchurch Polo Club 3 and so it seems that the
clubs connection with the polo ground was deeply entrenched. (26" October 1906 The Evening
Express).

2400 11 1V
On 14™ January 1907
HOCKEY The Evening Express

WHITCHURCH V. CARDIFF.

At the Polo Field, Whitchurch. A fairly
even game resulted in @ win for Cardiff by
4 goals to 3. Whitchurch missed Shepherd at
half. The Whitchurch forwards played a
smart game. Ewans, Turnbull, and Escott
were the pick of the Cardiff eleven.

Yorkshire, 5; Lanéashire, 2.

Machen, 7; Bargoed, 3.

East Cardiff, 3; Cardiff and County, 2.
Newport, 1; Redland Park (Bristol), 0.
Pontypool, 7; Aberaman, 2,

Hay, 8; Knighton, 0.

AUSTRALIA’S INVITE TO THE

——— . e mimmeas . .

The polo ground, as a hockey venue, was held in high regard with an international trial being
played on it at the end of January 1907, North vs South Wales (The Evening Express 28" Jan
1907), even though the ground was hard and frozen. Oddly enough a few players didn’t turn up
and for the South “J. Arthur of Whitchurch was sent home to change” to take part for the South
team. The popularity of the venue was demonstrated once again by it being chosen for an
international hockey match to be played on 22" February 1908 (Ref The Evening Express 24"
December 1907) “Wales v. Ireland, at Whitchurch”. The Welsh team that day included half backs
— C. W. Shepherd and R .P. Lyne (both Whitchurch) and one of the forwards was W. J. Pallot
(Whitchurch) - Ref The Evening Express 21% Feb 1908.
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1® The three-quarters on either side broughfl -
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match, making good use of the )o] & in for t’tﬁe ggm Clab lll)ytl(;ne &%l t,i, nil. Col
J ili lie H was muc e ayer
ground’s pavilion afterwards. i?oﬁhx: N avs Sl caimen weﬁ .

was ably supported by R. Redford, jun. and| ,

1st February 1907 v-| B eral others of the team. For the home
uary d | clS:ﬂS:v Frergnsson defended well, and Cecil | stow
The Evening Express 1t | Robinson and the Rev. A. C. Darley were

..~ | cour
e conspicuous among the forwards. The visit-
n- ing t%am. and all ghe other membverst‘eoft iThg mats
Beauty of Bath’ Company, were entertaine :
gtto tea.y after the mateh in the pavilion, g:::

%) Canton “War Office,” 10 points; Empire| j,
i

d' Orohestra, nil. At Llandaff Fields. From a
K | sernm Nz:;rris cot the ball clear away and | quer
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On 22" Feb 1908 The Evening Express reported on the Wales Ireland match “It would be hard to
imagine more miserable conditions than prevailed at Whitchurch this afternoon for the
international hockey match. There was a terrific wind blowing straight across the polo ground
towards the road and when the teams reached the ground it was taking with it a driving soaking
rain”. Wales winning the game 4 — 2, being 3 - 0 up at half time. The following week, on 25"
February 1908 the Evening Express printed the team selection for the team to play against

England.
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Te| HOCKEY INTERNATIONAL.

WELSH TEAM TO MEET ENGLAND.

h?s The team to represent Wales in this match
it| ot Bath, on March 7, has been chosen at
follows:—Goal, B. Turnbull (Penarth); backs,

G W. Foxbery (Bangor) and E. W. G.
ay | Richards (Abergavenny); half-backs, C. W,
Shepherd (Whitchurch), R. Lyne (New ),
and F. Commor (St. Asaph); forwards, T. W.
Pearson (Newport), F, Gordon Phillips (New-
port), P. B. Turnbull .(Cardilf), G. R. Williams
\ (Newport)., and W. J. Pallett (Whitchurch).
* | The team differs materially from that which
was beaten by Ireland last Saturday.

z SCOTTISH LADIES AT BRIDGEND.
on| Soottish “A,” 10 goals; Bridgend, 0.
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Later that year, on 21° Sept 1908 The Evening Express reported on the annual meeting of the
South Wales Hockey Association, held the previous Saturday, in the Royal Hotel, Cardiff. A
meeting once again chaired by S. J. Arthur (Whitchurch) with him being described as Hon.
Treasurer and also being re-appointed onto the ‘eastern selection committee’. The East v West
Wales trial match that year to be played at Llanelli and the North v South trial match at Barry,
with the selection committee, the following week, appointing the eleven men to represent Wales
at the Olympic Games on October 29",

On 25™ April 1909 The Evening Express printed a short article for the match against Barry:
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Barry Club finished their list of home fix.
tures on Saturday, when they encountered
the Whitechurch team on the Barry Island
Cricket Ground The game was a good one,
very fast and keen, Whitchurch being stupe
rior in their backs. Whitchurch scored soon
after the start through Keomy Rees, Barry
Chartio Meguitt. - W hitsburcn  soored 1o}

1e ~OWr scor ti
winning goeaggtgbmugh Jchns, .

IB;m-ry Seconds, 3; Ca«l'diﬂ1 Seoonl'h.Rl.
ontywaun County School (Girds), Risca, 2
Canton Sccondary Schood (Qirds), 2. :
Cardiff, 7; ILdanishen, 0
Ross Girls’ High School. 6: Gloucester Hich
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15" Nov 1909 The Evening Express |

11"™ Oct 1909 The Evening Express -

d
t| SATURDAY’S HOCKEY RESULTS. |*
1 | out, and beat his oppouent iwice in 30min., w
1 | the stipulated time. o| Cardiff, 5: Barry, 1.
1 : B Blaipa, 1; Newport Cen‘trals. > >
> 1| 8t. Fagan’s, 4; Cardiff Customs, 0.
1 HOCKEY k| Barry Seconds, 1; West Penarth, 0.
1 — *| Cardiff Intermediate O'd Boys, 5; Llanishen,
;| Cardif Dinas Powi L e . :

y iff Bast A, 5; Dinas Powis, 2, fi- | %, ) Sehools; Cardiff.4: Albany-road, 1
g SoPe i 31 Oaco Customs, 2. lr;p:x;’:):% Seconds, 6; Whitehurch Seconds, 0.
0 Whitchurch, 7; Newport Central) 3. I,| Faet Cardiff Seconds, 3; Castleton, 1. 4
1 g’as't“ﬂlﬂr EaStSSecMongs. -3 ; Barry Seniors, 1. ie| Dinas Powis, 3; Canton Wesleyans Seconds,

alyfera, 5; Mona, Y.
1 Canton Wesleyans Seconds, 3; 8t. Cathe- a z.Crickbowell, 1: Soot Wales: Bor
ﬁlll‘%':'tafi‘da.we 8; Llansamlet, 1 :.i derers, 1. PRI TSy o
Penarth, 8; Newport Central Seconds, 0. | Bast cardif A 6; Barry A, 0
— —
i~ *Y| DUTCH CAFE, near Queen-strect Station, ene of
T in th id. Afterncon Teas with our
: BILLIARDS ® g 5 f:’;fu?:"m a:d"gum.-sums, Confectioner,

On 4" February 1910 The Glamorgan Gazette published a brief account of match between
Bridgend Ladies Hockey Team against Merthyr in the first round of the Glamorgan Cup
Competition which took place on January 28", rather strangely, “on the Whitchurch Ground”.

Another, different team played at the venue in an account published by the Barry Dock News on
21°% October 1910 when Barry 1* XI played Cardiff Y.M.C.A. at Whitchurch and won 7 — 2. The
game was apparently as one sided as the score suggests, but it did state that the “Whitchurch
forwards broke through the Barry defence on a few occasions”, the statement suggesting that the
venue was the home base for the Y.M.C.A. club.

On the 2™ Dec 1910 The Barry Dock News mentioned that the Glamorgan Ladies trial match
took place at Whitchurch, going on to list two of the Barry team taking part in the trial.

On 7" March 1913 The Barry Docks News announced that “Wales play the last of their
International matches on Saturday at the Polo Ground, Whitchurch when they meet the strongest
of the four countries in England. This is a rare opportunity of seeing first class hockey and
anyone wanting tickets can obtain same from the Hon. Secretary of the Barry Hockey Club. The
bully off is timed for 3 30pm. Frequent Motor Buses leave North-road, Cardiff, for Whitchurch.
Tickets are 1/- and 2/- each. (1/- = a shilling = 12 old pennies = 5p now)

Another accolade for the Whitchurch venue was that of a match between Glamorgan Ladies and
a touring London Columbines side reported in The Cardiff Times on 2™ April 1913 although no
Whitchurch ladies made the team. On the day the London side “showed superior tactics” and ran
out 5 — 1 winners.

The ground accommodated another ‘guest team’ when The Barry Docks published a brief
account on 28" November 1913 announcing that “Barry and East Cardiff played a drawn game of
two goals each last Saturday on the Polo Ground Whitchurch” and in the Cambria Daily Leader
on 5™ January 1914 it was announced that the Western team together with the reserves for the
Welsh Hockey trail match at Whitchurch was reselected. The West Wales team was listed, but
nothing could be found on the East Wales team.
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W. J. Pallott (Player)

W. J. PALLOT

Is 23 years of age, and is a well-known old
Cardiff Soccer player. He first played hockey
for Cardiff Intermediate School, captaining
the School team. In the season 1905-6 he
joined the Whitchureh Hockey Club, and has
done yeomamn service for them since in the
position of outside left. He was gelected for

W. J. PALLOTT (Whitchurch).

the Rest of Sou‘t(’)h;lWaks L{eamthw:nch defe?;gl
Wales one to nil in season .
and nhct»)yfollowing sea<on played against Eng-

d |lJand. He played in both Welsh trial matches

this season. Pallot is extremely popular, and
is one of the cleverest hockeyites in the
Principality. He is 5ft. 8in. in height, and
weighs 1ist.

The Evening Express 8" February 1908

CA

SE

This man was highly regarded, he’s mentioned many times in some of the reports within this
script and he played for Whitchurch for many seasons. The account below from The Herald of
Wales, which seemed to have covered the Swansea region, was published on 21% February
1914, showing him as the only Whitchurch player in the Welsh team for the game against

Scotland.
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AFFCLUIIIOLY  savisiins & -

Ton Pentre ......... 20 ; iZ 3... 18 2 o
Trenarris ........... 28 938 8..318. T,
Aberdare ..........16 8 14 2. 17 46 ..

R

ONLY ONE SWANSEA MAN.

The Welsh Hockey team to oppose
Scotland at Aberdeen on Saturday next,
will comprise W. Burke (Kast Cardif);
H. (. Stephens (Llanishen) and C. T.
M. Davies (Rugby and Aberystwyth);
P. G. Blias (Llandudno), J. D, Knowl-
ing (Swansea), and R. Stratton (New-
port); R. C. Cocke (Llanishen), G. M.
Tucker (Llanishen), and W, J. Pallot
(Whitchurch)

T390

-

MDA F i Q@ e
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Whitchurch Ladies Hockey

Although we know that the club had a successful ladies section the first ladies international
hockey match played in the neighbourhood of Cardiff was that published in The Evening News
on 10" March 1906 for a ‘Wales v Scottish Ladies’ match which took place at the “Cardiff and
County Polo Ground, at Whitchurch” (ref also The Evening News on 8" March 1906) and in the
ladies team that day was (Ms.) A. Lewis of Whitchurch as one of the Backs along with E
Knowling of Tenby. Both Backs having played against Ireland earlier that year. ‘Special buses
were arranged running from North Road. The results of previous matches were shown as:

1903 At Edinburgh Scotland won 4 — 1

1904 At Newport Scotland won 8 — 1

There was no match in 1905
Unfortunately it didn’t go well, Wales getting ‘thumped’.

On 15" November 1907 a report with the heading “South Wales Ladies Hockey Association” was
published in The Glamorgan Gazette between ‘Glamorgan and Monmouth’ the match having
been played “on the Polo Ground at Whitchurch....under excellent conditions”, Glamorgan
winning 3 — 2.

In another representative match, South Wales Ladies played Hereford ladies at Whitchurch in
1908:

LADIES’ HOCKEY.

HEREFORD OUTPLAY SOUTH

1 by e WALES.

= ereford ladies met the South Wales ladi

+ on|at Whitchurch on Thursday. The weat.h:?
was all that could be wished, and a good

sis. game ted. The teams were:—

bherry VHeMre ne lﬂdies:m(;’t;n:l,‘ N. (‘e‘;eleu-pbaok&
N. M. Be ain) and A. Pearce;

Kelly | Nalf-backs, J. Horton, N. Oatfieild, and cll.

Hawkins; forwards, (. Wilto
J. sg:ger.w n‘(i,.nu“rd» &MGO.::' BiEl'nog?m”d'
Ladies : . y
Jones; backs, E. Lioyd and A. Josephe (eap-
lain); half-backs, R. Home, N. Littiehales,
g’%dﬂi g s{):; f%rwgg'gg. F. Dribble, M.
: . C. er, N. 3
n:l; K.}*t!me. Mr. i‘{obinsonl. AR
er agout ten minutes’ play, followi:
splendid Yun by Miss Oatfield, Miss Edw?l&x’-d:
Sk arier s Serambiias B M L
» scram ay, ss Littl
hales scored. In the secogﬁ :alt South Wal:;
did most of the n.tt.ac):xincl.3 but were lament.
T | Svor, Mine B ned e o 4, Diay. bow,
" = wards scored the n
for the visitors. y. e

ourse Final score: Goals.
iding HEPIOPd TREIEE o . it it 2
| for- South Wales Ladies ...ciiiccons %

l ‘ph,: During the greater part of the game the !

sup- South Wales ladies were pressing, but were
Hust | too weak in the circle to do effective work.
When Hereford did get away they were far
more dangerous. For the winmers Miss Oate
field was most prominent among the for-
wards, her splendid play being accountable
for the victory. The best player in the South
Wales team was Miss Littlehales, who wae
both in attack and defence.

Y. :
ix:ht. Llandovery College Students, 4; Masters, 2. |
1dge ST

13" March 1908 The Evening Express
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Again, in terms of the venue, a few days prior to 18th December 1908 (Ref: The Glamorgan
Gazette), South Wales Ladies met Hereford Ladies “on the Whitchurch ground”, this time losing
six goals to two.

Ladies Hockey.—Bridgend Ladies experi-
enced considerable difficulty in fielding a re-
i | presentative team to meet the Whitchurch
1910 was a mixed year for the | Ladies at Bridgend on Saturday. After a
ladies. On 7™ October 1910 The A {)lard and \I'ell-fo_xlxghtﬁ;?m% ngt](l‘hulrch dwon

; y one goal to nil. 1ss Randall played an

Gl'amorgan Gazette published a ; excellen% came at centre forward for Bridg-

brief account of a match (‘Illd. ! Mis§l Probert andh Missk Ale(:l(andelr

between Bridgend Ladies and .| played good games at right back and goal,

Whitchurch Lgd' . f and cleared well for Bridgend. Miss South-

ItChurch Ladies naming a few ern, right back, played a fine defensive game

of the stand out performers on | for Whitchurch, while Miss Gibbs was very

the day: .| useful at centre half. = Miss Templeton (cap-

' .| tain) played excellently as right inside, and

kept the forwards well together. The goal

was shot for Whitchurch by Miss Shepherd,
centre forward.

[
4 T WP AN m 1 11 1 > N gl = = .

On the 18™ October The Evening Express showed the scoreline Porthcawl First XI 4 goals
Whitchurch First XI 2 goals. Miss Templeton and Miss Latch scoring for Whitchurch. The
Glamorgan Gazette 21> October 1910 reported “Ladies Hockey — Whitchurch visited Porthcawl
on Saturday, the result was reported as a Whitchurch win, four goals to two. The weather was
very bad and the ground not in good condition”. Unfortunately, for the records, The Glamorgan
Gazette reported the following week that “an error occurred” in that report and that “Porthcawl not
Whitchurch were the winners”.

On 16™ November 1910 The Evening Express announced that Whitchurch ladies beat Porthcawl
ladies at Whitchurch in an evenly contested game, Whitchurch winning 2 — 0, both goals being
scored by ‘Miss Templeton’ and on 10" December 1910 The Merthyr Express printed a brief
report announcing that Whitchurch Ladies Hockey Club was beaten by Merthyr Ladies Hockey
Club, 3 -1, at Pentrebach.

It's clear that Whitchurch Ladies were held in high regard with The Aberdare Leader
publishing this brief account on 17" October 1914.
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hes | <0 Vwiauys  gones, L.L.U.M., Aber-
of | AMan, accompanied.

im-

ing

Hockey. 1

The Aberaman Tadies’ Hockey Club:
are to he congratulated on their excellent
dlvspla,v against such a strong side as
Whitchurch, although they lost by the |
odd goal in nine. ‘The team on the
:::?lcl)le played with that rare dash that

soon mean victory. The e
ed, | ably led by their energetic fap;?;,
the | Miss Mabel' Morgan. The two goals
on | scored by their outside right (Miss
the | Williams) were the outcome of two fine f
to | individual bursts. If the. ladies play as
5. | they did against Whitchurch, they wili’

have a very successful season.

to| THE BUDCET AND NEW TAXES

o SNCE -

After these 1914 publications the archive source peters out, with no further evidence available to
support the early history of the club. Little doubt that world events in 1914 would explain that. It
might also be thought that local hockey was confined to the club playing just a small circle of
local clubs, Barry being one of them, but this would not be correct, only that the research
material is restricted to the available, digital newspaper archives, some of them reporting only on
the relevant local club. What it does reveal is the very early history of Whitchurch Hockey Club,
both Men and Ladies and just how much the club was respected throughout the region.

The National Library of Wales is a fantastic resource providing good access to hewspaper
archives, but it makes you wonder just where researchers will look for the Whitchurch Hockey
records in 120 years time. The old newspapers provided up to date information when they went
to print and covered a wide variety of local interest topics. Now that they are archived it gives
them a level of permanence. In today’s digital world it begs the question, just how much of the
more recent history will be meaningful and accessible in the future and will those names and
match records still have the same appeal?

Terry Chard
Whitchurch
Cardiff
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