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Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby 

 The early years. 

 

This was written for personal family reasons, but, in doing so, it should enhance the history 

and heritage of not just Whitchurch Rugby Club, but, the village in general and if others can 

benefit by seeing their family name in the limelight, even better. It is as accurate as research 

sources from The National Library of Wales newspaper archives permit. Some other teams 

from our village have been included to provide wider knowledge and to give an all round 

representation of local rugby at that time, it represents just a chapter in a document of social 

history. 

          Terry Chard  
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Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby 

 The early years. 

Rugby School, whose name has been given to the sport, was pivotal in the development of rugby 
football (if we are to believe what’s written) and the first rules of the game that became rugby union 
football were established there in 1845. In Wales rugby clubs were established as town clubs in both 
large communities and small mining towns during the 1870s and ’80s. Many early players had some 
experience of the game in the north of England and took their interest with them to Wales. By the 
early 1880s rugby had become a vital part of working-class culture in south Wales, which 
distinguished the game there from its upper-class association in other parts of the British Isles. Wales 
had high levels of immigration in the late 19th century, and rugby emerged at this time as a focal point 
of a new modern Welsh nationalism. As a result, the Welsh Rugby Union formed in 1881, and Wales 
soon entered the Home Championship, competing with England, Ireland, and Scotland. Wales won its 
first title in 1893. .......... (Ref Encyclopaedia Britannica – Rugby) 
 
A thought too, must be given to the prompt coverage and publishing of matches in the newspapers at 
that time. Knowing the manner in which typesetting and printing was done in those days, it’s amazing 
to think how productive those people were, getting editions out in such rapid time. Luckily for us they 
are now part of our history and heritage and something to treasure. Where will researchers find your 
results and stories in 120 years time?  
 

Accreditation -  The National Library of Wales  Newspaper Archives  https://www.library.wales  
      ........................ 
 
An interesting feature of the newspaper cuttings that follow is the names of some of the old clubs that 
Whitchurch played against, it makes you wonder where they were from, where they were based and 
where their home ground was (there was much more land around back then). Sadly, a lot of them 
didn’t stand the test of time, our club did, not without its own problems, but, bear in mind that the 20th 
century had 2 world wars and a lot of political upheaval and such things would have had a huge affect 
on the longevity of all clubs and the development of sport in general in the first half of the 20th century. 
 
You have to take your hat off to the early ‘pioneers’ of our local rugby teams, most of these people 
were labouring in local factories, farmers fields and the railway, although local agriculture was in 
decline at that time, the Melingriffith tin works was a large employer and the Taff Vale Railway had 
been constructed c.mid 19thC and as a big employer. Those times in general and work itself, was hard 
and tough, but the people were resourceful enough to create and build sports clubs, organise 
matches, travel to away games and arrange tour matches (no cars back then).  
 
Not all matches had a successful outcome for various reasons as you will find out, disputed tries 
galore, but, a curious aspect to the sport in its early form was the nature of point scoring, quoted as 
‘Goal’; ‘Try’ and ‘Minor’ – [G  T  M] - A goal being a converted try and the be all and end all. A ‘minor’ 
was when a defending player grounded the ball over his own touch line in order to stop an attacker 
getting there first and scoring, although it was part of the scoring system it didn’t seem to count for 
much. Not only that but some of the laws had not been thought out too well, some caused confusion, 
some were ignored and on top of that, the refereeing left a bit to be desired to the point that all this 
caused disputes between teams leaving a big question mark on who actually won the game. Another 
quirk of the early scoring system was that it was left to the captains of each team to come to some 
agreement as to whether the ‘try’ was legitimate. Scoring points from tries was not introduced until the 
late 1880’s. 
 
Just to provide a bit of a backdrop to the local scene in times gone by, the population of Whitchurch in 
1881 was just 2,752, in 1901 it was 4,865 and a time when the Whitchurch Parish boundary covered 
Rhiwbina and Birchgrove. So, a few hundred at a rugby match was a good percentage of the local 
population. In 2011 the population of Whitchurch was 14,270. 

https://www.library.wales/
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The Whitchurch RFC website dates the club’s origin as 1885, what follows adds to the dating 
evidence and to the overall history and heritage of sport in our village, ‘warts ‘n all’. We’ll read about 
the highs and lows; the ‘pleasant’ and ‘unpleasant’ games; how our village team got on against teams 
from the larger towns; the status reached and the esteem once held; the struggles (even playing two 
matches on the same day -1897) and finally, the names of those that represented the club over 100 
years ago, once consigned to history, but, now brought back from the past, to the present, what would 
they have thought to know that their exploits back then would be viewed over 120 years later by their 
descendants? Was your family amongst them?  
 
One final thing to remember throughout, these men were all working men, some of them in labour 
intensive jobs, working shifts, some probably working weekends, not much in the way of time off and 
holidays, all trying to put bread on the table  .......Read on...... 
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From the outset, Whitchurch rugby got off to a good competitive start, having a large squad of good 
players. This in itself tends to suggest that the team / club existed, however informal, well before its 
recognised start date. It’s difficult to see that the formation of any club just happened overnight 
considering the amount of work and equipment required, but much more likely that they had played 
‘friendly’ matches on an ad hoc / casual basis, the support and success leading them to establish 
themselves as a recognised ‘club’.  
 

1885 

Regardless, here we have it...... history....... from the outset, as published in The Western Mail on 24th 

September 1885, in time for the new season.... 

 

The Parish of Whitchurch at that time covered a large area (parts of Llandaff North, Rhiwbina and 

Birchgrove) and here we get to know that the meeting was held in The Three Elms and we also know 

who the first ‘movers and shakers’ were and it seems that they had just held their first training session 

a few days earlier. 

From here, things moved fast, because in a matter of weeks they were going to get tested...... 

On 27th October 1885 The Western Mail reported on their first match and it was away at Penarth.... 

 

A commendable performance under the circumstances with some useful experience gained for what 

was to come. 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  5 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

On 3rd Nov 1885 The Evening Express published the result and the team members of an early match 
against Taffs Well although it proved to be a difficult afternoon for our boys, it’s all the more strange 
because the Taffs Well RFC website suggests that they themselves were formed in 1887: 

 

 
On 9th November 1885 The South Wales Daily News gave the results of a match against Tongwynlais  

Whitchurch v. Tongwynlais 
Played at the ground of the latter on Saturday and resulted in a victory for Whitchurch by two 
tries to one try (disputed)”.  

In the same paper another report was published “Whitchurch 2nds v. Canton 2nds –  
 Played at Whitchurch”, a match won by Canton.  
Surprising to know then that so early on in their formation Whitchurch could field a 2nd team and you 
have to wonder where this game took place. 

The following week they were up against Bute Rovers, 16th November 1885, reported by The South 

Wales Echo 

 

 
On 24th Nov 1885 The South Wales Daily News reported on a ‘trial match’ against Cardiff Harlequins 
which didn’t last to the final whistle. 

CARDIFF HARLEQUINS v WHITCHURCH. 
Trial match was played at Whitchurch on Saturday, and resulted in a draw in favour of the 
home team. Whitchurch were very strong in their forwards, their play being particularly good 
but the Harlequins played a very fair game. Unfortunately, soon after half-time one of the 
Whitchurch three-quarter backs made a splendid run and, falling on the visitor’s goal line, 
caused a maul. This annoyed the Harlequins very much, and Vivian, their captain, persuaded 
them to leave the field. This ended the game 15 minutes before time. 
CARDIFF HARLEQUINS 2ND v. WHITCHURCH.—This match was played at Whitchurch on 
Saturday, and resulted in favour for the Harlequins. W. Decandia obtained a try for the 
winners, for whom also R. Williams exhibited some good kicking. 
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Having already played Taffs Well away, the return game happened on 5th December 1885, but, it 
didn’t do much to build lasting playing ties (The Weekly Mail).... 

 

On 8th December 1885 The South Wales Echo published a brief account on a match with Machen 
with quite a few changes in the team, but at least both sides seemed to get along OK: 

 

This game was also reported by The Weekly Mail on 12th December (1885) again emphasising the 
Whitchurch win and the spirit in which it was played.  

 

So far this shows us that the team were suitably well organised to have successfully travelled some 
distance to an away game and were well looked after when they got there. Not only that but the club 
had sufficient status to play against a side such as Machen and have the game reported in a local 
newspaper, however brief it might have been.  

Here’s another report which tells us a lot more about the teams at that time. It was a game played at 
Sophia Gardens against Canton published in the South Wales Echo on 14th December 1885 and 
required a bit of negotiation before a ball was kicked, Canton having a few ‘ringers’ in their team: 
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So, the boys did well being a ‘new’ team and up against some seasoned players. 

On 22nd December 1885 The South Wales Daily News reported the result of a match played at Ely, 

Whitchurch having played Ely Rovers..... “and resulted in a win for the Rovers by one goal, two tries 

and three minors to one try and one minor. The game was well contested”. 

Within a week, 1sts and 2nds were further tested, at home against Tongwynlais with the 2nds having 

played against Pentre on the Saturday and also against College Rovers on Christmas Day, reported 

in The Western Mail on 28th December 1885  

 

Within days, the club played again, with the season just a few months old, matching the life of the 

club, it was a baptism of fire. This time a Christmas match against Cardiff 3rds, played at the old 

Cardiff Arms Park and reported in The South Wales Echo on 28th December 1885, a match that was 

to build a strong relationship with Cardiff RFC over the coming seasons. 
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1886 

A derby match was played early in the year The Western Mail on 18th January 1886 reported that 

Whitchurch had drawn away at Llandaff “after an excellent game”, while the 2nds drew away at Taffs 

Well 2nds “after a well contested game”, “Shapland, H. Evans and W. Lloyd dribbled well”. 

On the 9th February 1886 The Western Mail reported that Whitchurch 2nd XV had ‘vaguely’ drawn with 

Llandaff 2nd XV, “each team scoring a try and several touches down”. 

On 27th February 1886 The South Wales Echo’s sports page showed a brief bulletin on the 

Whitchurch vs Loudoun game, Loudoun winning by one goal and two tries to two minors. 

On the 8th March 1886, The Western Mail published a brief report on the club’s away match against 

Taff Vale Wanderers, both teams being listed. 
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Towards the end of the season Whitchurch played away at Llandaff reported by The Weekly mail on 
20th March 1886 

 

In the close season things continued unabated with an AGM being held and reported in The South 
Wales Daily News on 16th July 1886 with The Three Elms remaining as hosts and an expanding list of 
committed men, the secretary / treasurer living just a stone’s throw away.. 
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At the beginning of the 1886/87 season it 

seems that Whitchurch were now a well 

established club, so much so that they were 

an integral part of the Cardiff and District 

Union and not just that but had a 

representative member (Lewis of Whitchurch) 

on the committee of a new charity challenge 

cup offered by a Cardiff gun maker, a Mr 

Page Wood, reported in The South Wales 

Echo on 8th September 1886:   

 

Then, the battle lines were drawn, on 25th 

September 1886 the cup committee had met 

and this report appeared in The Weekly Mail 

making the bold statement that “no player be 

allowed to play for more than one club and 

he must be a bona fide member of that 

club”. This point is emphasised simply 

because there seemed to be a lot of players 

conveniently and easily moving between 

clubs at that time 
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The first game of the 1886/87 season was a ‘warm up’, a 1sts vs 2nds fixture reported in The South 

Wales Daily News on 4th October 1886, resulting “in a win for the 1sts by 4 tries and several minors to 

nil”’  

Just to give you a ‘feel for things’ this how local papers published up and coming fixtures. 9th October 

1886 The South Wales Daily News and it tells us the types of teams that were playing at that time 

with Whitchurch figuring prominently on the list: 

 

Reports coming thick and fast now, on the 11th October 1886 The South Wales Daily News reported 

on the club’s win over Grangetown: 

 

 

  

On 16th October 1886 The South Wales Echo 

reported that Whitchurch drew away at 

Penarth, but the South Wales Daily News on 

18th October 1886 reported that “Whitchurch 

won by one try and two touches down to two 

touches down”. Not to be outdone The Weekly 

Mail reported it differently again on 23rd 

October 1886 suggesting that, in fact, it was a 

draw “in favour of Whitchurch”.... (“You pays 

your money, you takes your choice”). 
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Not so sure about the ‘Whitchurchtonians’ label, the reporter couldn’t have been a local lad. 

The following week came an even more detailed report on the Whitchurch vs Cardiff United match, 

published in The Weekly Mail on 30th October 1886. 

 

As draw specialists Whitchurch kept the 
record going with another this time 
against Cardiff United, reported in The 
Western Mail on 25th October 1886.  
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On 1st November 1886 The South Wales Daily News reported briefly, but favourably on a 2nd team 

fixture against Richmond 

 

On the 6th November 1886 we see the first sign of Whitchurch RFC participating within the Cardiff 

District Football Union when the Weekly Mail printed the draw for the Cardiff District Charity Cup with 

Whitchurch being drawn against Cardiff Harlequins in the first round. 

On the 8th November 1886 The South Wales Echo published the result of the Whitchurch 2nds match 

against Llandaff 2nds played at Llandaff, Whitchurch winning by two tries and four minors to nil, the 

tries being scored by G. Martin and W. White. 

On the 15th November 1886 Whitchurch 1sts played at home against Roath resulting in a draw while 

the 2nds played Roath 2nds away at Sophia Gardens with honours even in that game. 

The 2nd XV seemed to get a fair amount of publicity at this time also and this report dated 22nd 

November 1886 in the South Wales Daily News paints a picture of a tough afternoon for them, but a 

wins a win. 

 

Here’s one that’s a bit of an eye opener, it seems that the village was developing quite a strong rugby 

base. This extract is dated 22nd November 1886 in The South Wales Echo. 
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On the same day (27th Nov) The Weekly Mail published a report on Whitchurch 2nds winning at the 

Barracks Field against Longcross, one goal and one try to nil. While this might seem insignificant, it’s 

worth mentioning the 2nd XV because it tells us that Whitchurch rugby club was a thriving club and 

that it was sufficiently strong enough to field a 2nd XV and not only that, but, that they were strong 

enough to win games. 

On 6th December 1886 The South Wales Echo reported that Whitchurch had played Maindee 

(Newport) with the Newport team winning by “four minors to nil”, but, the Western Mail reporting that 

Whitchurch “drew with Maindee”, a case of no ‘goals’ or ‘tries’ having been scored. 

This fixture list published on 11th December 1886 in The Weekly Mail shows us just how Whitchurch 

was viewed within the newspapers, an outlying club beyond the boundary of Cardiff.  

 

  

On 27th November 1886 The South Wales 

Echo provided a brief report on Whitchurch 

winning at home against Cathays, with 

players from both teams being named. 

 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  15 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

On the 13th December 1886 The South Wales Echo published this brief account of a match against 

Roath Rangers, but with a different opinion between the sides over the score: 

 

On 20th December 1886 The South Wales Daily News reported that Cardiff Crusaders teams had 

failed to turn up for matches away against Whitchurch 1sts and at home against the 2nds. 

The Weekly Mail on 4th December 1886 reported on a match against Cathays, the faster forwards of 

Whitchurch giving them the edge: 

 

  



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  16 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

1887 

On 15th January 1887 the fixture schedule had Whitchurch down to play Grangetown at home. 

Here’s a good report, it was published in The Western Mail on 24th January 1887 giving good 

coverage of a tough Whitchurch match against Harlequins in the cup although Whitchurch lost, the 

score leaves us very confused: 

     

 

In the early part of the year we get the first sign that the Whitchurch rugby set-up was looking to 

develop local players above and beyond its senior members and there are signs that a junior team 

had been formed. This article dated 7th February 1887 was published in The Western Mail and 

comments on a match between Higher Grade Juniors and Whitchurch Juniors, other such 

commentaries clearly indicate matches as being school matches and there are reports on Whitchurch 

School games, but this is not the case here. 
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On the 9th April 1887 The South Wales Echo reported on another drawn game with Whitchurch being 

home against Roath A (Athletic?) each side scoring 1 goal and 1 try. 

As the new season approached, the club held another AGM, reported in The Western Mail on 12th 

August 1887 

 

Mr. W. J. Evans continuing with the administrative side of things from his home at Island Cottage.  

 

On 11th October 1887 The South Wales Daily News reported that Whitchurch, playing at home, had 

lost to Maindee (Newport) by 1 goal, 1 minor to a try. 

Local rugby was thriving now and on 17th October 1887 The South Wales Daily News published a 

brief report that Whitchurch Stars had beaten Melingriffith Rovers at the Melingriffith Ground (I wonder 

if that is where Harlequins now play? The old Elin (Elyn) ground), “four tries and one touch down to 

nil, T. Brown played well for the winners”. 

 

So, the 1887/88 season commenced with 

the same level of success as the previous 

season, with an away win at Maindee 

(Newport), 3rd October 1887 The South 

Wales Daily News: 

 

Whitchurch were playing against the likes of 

Llantrisant and this brief report wa 

spublished in The South Wales Daily News 

on 24th October 1887, with a Whitchurch win 

in an exciting game. 
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Another that might cause a few suprises around the village here, it was a brief report on 5th December 

1887 in The South Wales Daily News reporting that Philog Rovers had beaten Primrose Hill at the 

Primrose Hill ground by 1 goal and 2 minors to 1 minor, with Eli Hopkins and Joe Phillips having 

played well for the Philog. For those not knowing, Primrose Hill was the area around Llandaff North 

Station and it leaves you wondering where their home pitch would have been. 

On 5th December 1887 The South Wales Daily News also reported on a Whitchurch 2nds match loss 

against Canton 2nds. 

 

As you might expect, things on and off the field didn’t often go well and this report (whinge) dated 19th 

December 1887 in The Western Mail tends to sum up some of the difficulties clubs faced, although in 

this case the ‘hon. sec’ seems lucky to have had a considerate referee: 

 

 

 

  

In this one the reporter was clearly a 

tennis player, but it didn’t matter too 

much, Whitchurch losing away to 

Penarth, 31st October 1887 The South 

Wales Daily News. 
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1888 

What a way to start the new year, a crunch derby match, Whitchurch vs Llandaff at Whitchurch and in 

fairness, a decent gate too by all accounts, 2nd January 1888 The South Wales Daily News. 

 

Great to see those players names up in lights, but, who was making all the noise? 

January also saw the first round of the new Distrit Challenge Cup in which Whitchurch was drawn 

against Grangetown and although conditions were good for the game the match itself was marred by 

disputes with the suggestion that cup committee attend these cup games to ensure fair play. This 

report was dated 30th January 1888 published in The Western Mail: 
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On the face of it for such a young club, this was a good result against The Cheesemen, 5th March 

1888 The South Wales Daily News. 

 

 Reports on Whitchurch games was a regular feature and this match away against Cardiff Harlequins 

(now the home ground of St Peter’s RFC) gives a glimpse of on-field action, 19th March 1888 

published in The Western Mail  
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An Easter tour game over to Aberdare provided a break from the regular grind and for the players it 

must have been  a welcome change to play in a ‘pleasant’ match. .... 3rd April 1888,The Western Mail. 

 

A “draw in favour of Whitchurch”, must have been a very satisfying result for our boys, but then again 

perhaps it wasn’t viewed that way by the local press, this report providing a more detailed account on 

the game, 7th April 1888 published in The Aberdare Times, where’s the TMO? : 
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(Unfortunately no record of the “paragraph given in another column” could be found). 

Here’s a match that got locals excited, it was one of the earliest local derby fixtures of Whitchurch vs 
Llandaff Yard dated 18th November 1888 in The South Wales Daily News. Llandaff Yard was the early 
name of what became Llandaff North RFC and the Whitchurch / Llandaff Yard fixture was played 3 
times a season purely because of its attraction and ‘the gate money’. 

 

These ‘cuttings’ have intentionally included commentary on other matches purely to give the reader 
some idea of the type of fixtures that were being played back in those days and who knows, perhaps 
somebody might be able to pick up on another club/team that is of wider interest to their family. 

 

 

In what was probably the first match of the 
1888/89 season Whitchurch 1st XV played 
against Whitchurch 2nd XV “resulting in a 
victory for the first by 3 goals, 2 tries to 1 try”. 
Things however warmed up a few weeks later 
when Whitchurch played at home against 
Pontypridd in what seems to have been a bit 
of a shambles, with no referee and plenty of 
disputes – 16th November 1888 published in 
The Pontypridd Chronicle and Workman’s 
News: 
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1889 

On 23rd March 1889 Whitchurch were scheduled for an away match against Ely Rovers. 

Judging by the exposure junior club rugby was getting it seems that rugby in general was on the rise 

with some highly competitive games and this cutting of the club advertising for future fixtures was 

dated 30th September 1889 in The South Wales Echo and it also tells us that there was enough 

interest for them to be able to field such a side. Llangwm Place, just out of interest, was the row of 

houses (now shop fronts) directly opposite The Plough (Whitchurch).  

 

We have to remember that rugby itself was a relatively new sport in Wales and Whitchurch rugby was 

still a fledgling club being just 4 years old. 

It was the junior sides that seemed to have favour with The South Wales Daily News at this time, 

there were many occasions when the newspaper gave a lot of coverage for this level of rugby. On 31st 

August 1889 The South Wales Daily News gave notice of a Whitchurch Juniors club meeting, this 

time at The Fox and Hounds, the members mentioned having been members and players of the 

senior club. Glendenning for one being noted as an athlete in his day, not just a local rugby player, 

but also a top class runner in the field of athletics. 

Here we have another update on 

Whitchurch Juniors, this was published in 

The South Wales Daily News on 3rd 

December 1888, against local rivals 

Tongwynlais Juniors. Again there’s no 

suggestion that it was a school game, but it 

is printed in amongst the scores from other 

junior and senior teams, although there is 

one school result shown (Severn Road 

School).  
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The Fox and Hounds ‘room’ mentioned is most likely to have been the old school room that stood 
close to the road just in front of the pub (now demolished). 

This brief article on junior matches was published in The South Wales Daily News on the 30th 

September 1889 with a Whitchurch Juniors win over Cardiff Rangers 

 

Whitchurch Juniors earned themselves more 
coverage here, published in The South Wales 
 Daily News on 7th October 1889, this time 
 against local rivals Pentyrch Juniors. 
  

          
  

This against Grangetown  on 14th October 

1889 in The South Wales Daily News  
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These junior games shouldn’t be 

dismissed either, they had as much 

intensity as the seniors if this one is  

anything to go by, Whitchurch at home 

against local rivals Llandaff Yard  

(Juniors).  25th November 1889 

The South Wales Daily News.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

And again on 18th November 1889 in The 

South Wales Daily News against Nantgarw  

 

Against Silver Star on 21st October 

1889 in The South Wales Daily News  
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1890 

Having waded through junior results we have yet another source of up and coming young players with 

schools rugby and this extract was taken from The South Wales Daily News on 20th January 1890  

 

It seems that the juniors were part of a wider network of clubs within the ranks of the Cardiff Union 
and on 23rd January 1890 (The South wales Daily News) were part of a Cardiff Junior Cup 
Competition. 

 

The board school mentioned being the old school on Ty’n y Pwll Road, now a block of flats, but it 

looks like they had the makings of a decent side and if that wasn’t enough.......on 10th February 
1890  
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On 3rd March 1890, The South Wales Daily News published a report on a Whitchurch home game 

against Canton 
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On the 3rd March 1890 The South Wales Daily News published a full write up on a ‘Cardiff Junior Cup-

Tie’ in which Whitchurch travelled to play Grangetown at the Harlequins Ground, which seems to 

have been chosen as being a neutral venue. 

 

So here we have the full team, all named, for a Whitchurch Junior side and what a good win it was. 

Notification was given in The South Wales Daily News on 7th August 1890 of the club’s meeting where 
the election of ‘officers’ for the forthcoming season had taken place.  
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As we saw previously with the meeting of Whitchurch Juniors this meeting was held at The Fox and 
Hounds and so it now seems that the club had moved on from its early connection with The Three 
Elms. An interesting aspect to this is the club also seeking to arrange matches with other teams. Up 
until now we’ve seen reports and results from previous matches and the suggestion here is that the 
club did not compete in any type of formal league system, but played against select teams/clubs on 
an informal (friendly) basis fulfilling a season’s fixtures by arrangement between clubs. Apart from this 
we know that Whitchurch was part of the Cardiff District Union and competed in the District’s knockout 
cup competition. This type of ad hoc fixture arrangement enabled clubs to build a fixture list that 
suited their needs and of course their resources. Money would have been one of the major concerns 
with all committees at that time and no doubt, remains so to this day.  

Early in season 1890/91, 23rd September 1890, Whitchurch seem to have got off to a good start - 
(The South Wales Daily News) with a ‘pleasant’ win over Cathays Stars 

 

This match below could have turned out to be a fortuitous event on the future Whitchurch fixture list, 
20th October 1890 The South Wales Daily News. 

 

Although it was a thumping, the boys played on the old Arms Park and might have started something. 
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An early season derby was just what was wanted after the clocks had gone forwards, but which 

supporters went away feeling on top of the world? 11th November 1890 The South Wales Daily News. 

 

You must have thought that was too easy, but no......(15th November 1890, The South Wales Daily 

News) 

 

(Note the referee’s address) 

On 24th November Whitchurch were mentioned in The Western Mail, with a result that read 

“Harlequins A v. Whitchurch – Played at Penarth Road Ground. Result Whitchurch, one goal; Quins 

A, one try”. 

On the 20th December 1890 the Whitchurch home game against Harlequins was “Off, owing to snow”. 

On the 14th November 1890 Cogan had high hopes of continuing their unbeaten run with a home 

against Whitchurch. Since Cogan had dethroned their captain they had not lost a match. 
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1891 

By 1891 reports had reverted back to senior games and this little snippet was published in The South 

Wales Daily News on 9th February 1891 in what was ‘pleasant mid winter’ match. 

 

Here’s one for the purists among you and right at the beginning of the season too, but who were 

they? 11th September 1891 The South Wales Echo  

 

A win soon followed, 29th September 1891 The South Wales Daily News... 
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The games are coming thick and fast now and players’ names are becoming fixtures in the team, this 

was a match against Grangetown played at Whitchurch, but where? - A ground with a slope. 5th 

October 1891, The Western Mail  

 

A week later, on 12th October 1891 The South Wales Daily News published a brief account of an 

away game against Cogan. 

 

By October though Whitchurch, with E Hopkins now in the role of hon. sec.,  were advertising for 

fixtures having a spare date to fill – 26th October 1891 in The Western Mail.   

 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  33 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

Here’s a good one, local interest, Whitchurch v Melingriffith dated 2nd November 1891 from The South 

Wales Daily News 

 

The Ponty game looks like it would have been interesting, but in ‘ours’ it was clearly match of the day 

here “in the presence of a large number of spectators”. It looks like the Glendenning family were 

thoroughbreds, assuming it’s not the same Glendenning mentioned earlier in the script, or was it? 

Here he is playing for Whitchurch against Splott Rovers published on 9th November 1891 in The 

South Wales Daily News 

 

On 7th December 1891 Whitchurch were beaten at home against Barry – “Barry 2 minors; Whitchurch 

1 minor”, clearly a close game. 
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Something wasn’t quite right with the way things 

were organised just before Christmas in 1891, on 

14th December, The Western Mail printed this 

report which doesn’t do the reputation of either side 

any favours. 

But, that wasn’t the end of it, on the 16th December 

The Western Mail printed the Cogan interpretation 

of events........ 

 

 

 

No such complaints the following week though, 

on the 21st December 1891 The Western Mail 

published the match report (right) of a 

Whitchurch win over Machen..... 
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1892 

The wheels came off a bit at the beginning of February with this result on 1st Feb 1892 in The Western 

Mail 

 

Of local interest too, from the edge of the village, is the name of Philog Rovers, they played against 

Pearl Crusaders at Whitchurch, winning by 1 goal, 2 tries and 3 minors to 4 minors, mentioned in The 

South Wales Daily News on 15th February 1892 

 

On the 29th February 1892 The Western Mail reported on a win for a depleted Harlequins team. 
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Performances did improve with a home win over Canton by one try to nil  “after a good game”. (14th 

March 1892, The Western Mail). 

 

 

This performance might have lifted the 

spirits but it still looks to have been 

considered a loss judging by the 

scorelines of all previous matches, on 7th 

March 1892 The Western Mail published 

this brief account of a home game against 

Penarth ‘A’. 

 

Things didn’t get any better, disharmony 

seems to have set in for whatever reason, a 

problem noted by the sports columnist of The 

Evening Express when he hung out some of 

the ‘club’s washing to dry’ on 3rd March 1892 

with this comment:  

It’s the type of thing that happens when 

players and those ‘governing’ are out of sync, 

there’s no fault,  plenty of finger pointing of 

course, good ambitious players need the 

opportunity to progress and succeed, while 

‘managing’ the affairs of a team and a club, in 

a voluntary capacity, is a tough job and a big 

ask.  
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Here’s another giving us some insight on the Philog team, with a bit of local rivalry from Tongwnylais, 

The South Wales Daily News 21st March 1892 

 

Among the fixtures shown by the later newspapers Whitchurch were due to play Barry at Whitchurch 

(24th March 1892 The Evening Express) 

Don’t want to tell tales, but........ 1st April 1892 Glendenning was down on the team sheet as having 

played for ....................Llandaff 

 

In the close season a meeting was held in The Fox and Hounds ‘Assembly Room’ as reported in The 

Evening Express on 12th August 1892 in preparation for the 1892/93 season. 

 

Some notable names there with the usual suspects, men committed to the cause. None more so than 

Glendenning who was mentioned by the sports columnist of The Evening Express on 23rd August 

1892. 

Little to dispute over the result a month 

later when Whitchurch went to Penarth to 

play, 8th April 1892 published in The Barry 

Dock News 

 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  38 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

 

(Not so sure of the ‘leather shifters’ term though). 

On 30th September 1892 The Evening Express published fixtures with Whitchurch down to play 

‘Cadoxton and Barry District’ and also down to play away against ‘Taffs Well Stars’, one presumably 

being a 2nd team fixture. Early in the season we also get notice of some fixtures among them being a 

Whitchurch 2nd XV game against Canton 2nds scheduled for Whitchurch (The Evening Express, 23rd 

September 1892) and good to know that the club still fields a 2nd XV. 

 

On 7th October 1892 The South Wales Star 

featured the Cadoxton game against 

Whitchurch, the commentary providing a 

more critical view on the performance of the 

Cadoxton tackling. They did receive a lot of 

praise though for having all travelled 

together, which seemed to have been 

considered a success. 
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Now here’s an interesting one for local historians, it was published in The South Wales Daily News 

 

The Evening Express published more on this on 10th October 1892 elaborating more on the match 
itself, with Whitchurch going down to 14 men.  

   
Cont’d below 

 
  

on 8th October 1892 and apart from 

giving us an update on the names of first 

team players (Glendenning as captain), it 

tells us of the opening of a new Football 

(Rugby) and Athletic ground in our 

village. In all probability, this was just 

over the brook, directly behind the Fox 

and Hounds pub and St Teilo’s Church, 

an area that is now part of the grounds of 

Whitchurch High School, just over the 

bridge at the entrance to the school. 
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Here are two different accounts of the same match, Barry v Whitchurch at The Buttrills, some of the 

better reports, well reported, given the space allocated. The left hand one was published in The South 

Wales Daily News on 17th October 1892, the RH one being published in The Barry Dock News on 21st 

October 1892 with an insight on the teams that played that day 
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Here’s a timely reminder that Whitchurch were running a 2nd XV we don’t get to hear too much of this 
team, but this is a useful cutting in that it gives us the names of all the players representing the club at 
that time, 14th October 1892 The Evening Express. Some of these people were stalwarts, the 
surnames remaining in the village to this day. 

 

This would have given the village a huge boost and one we could do with now, 130 years later, 
(where did it all go wrong?), written by the sports columnist of The Evening Express on 24th October 
1892. 

 

It adds some substance to the earlier reports, at the beginning of October, when Maindee (Newport) 

played the first match. No longer the “loveliest village of the plain”, swallowed up by an expanding 

Cardiff boundary, we still have successful sports teams, but our own athletics club has long gone. 

On 28th October 1892, fixtures in The Evening Express showed the next game for Whitchurch as 

being home to Roath. 
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A win’s a win, regardless. 

The next match was a drawn home game against Aberdare published in The South Wales Daily News 

on 11th November 1892 

 

The match was reported in The Evening 

Express on 31st October 1892 but we still don’t 

know the outcome although the impression 

given is that Whitchurch were building a 

formidable reputation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Whitchurch backs were credited for a dour 

game on 7th November 1892 against a highly 

regarded Cardiff Rangers side - The South 

Wales Daily News 
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This result on 14th November 1892 in The South Wales Daily News left you in no doubt as to who 

were the dominant team that day although two of our boys came out of it with some credit. 

 

 

 

  

A struggle again with the news of 
another away game loss at ‘Treorky’, 
reported by the Pontypridd Chronicle 
on 25th November 1892 

 

And again at Llwynypia the following week 

reported in the The South Wales Daily News on 

28th November 1892 
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It was a day for the forwards on a muddy ground away at Llwynypia, this being published in The 

Pontypridd Chronicle on 2nd December 1892 (although Llwynypia didn’t get spelt that way). 

 

Another difficult day-out was published in The South Wales Daily News on 5th December, Whitchurch 

at Dowlais. 

 

The last games of 1892 saw fixtures printed in The Evening Express on 30th December 1892 with 

Whitchurch scheduled to play away at Grangetown. 

1892 then was quite a year for the club with a lot of newspaper coverage and some substantial match 

reports filling the sports pages.   
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1893 

For Whitchurch the scheduled fixture list for the remainder of the season looked like this, a tough 

schedule for the village club: 

13th Jan @Machen  2nds vs Barry A 

20th Jan    2nds vs Tongwynlais 

28th Jan  vs Grangetown 2nds @ Cathays A 

3rd Feb  @Barry  2nds home to Machen A 

10th Feb vs Maindee (Npt) 

17th Feb vs Machen  2nds @ Penarth A 

24th Feb vs Llwynypia  2nds@Llwynypia 

10th March Dinas Powis  2nds @ Roath 

18th March vs Machen  2nds @Machen 

24th March vs Barry  2nds awat vs Conway 

7th Apr  @Cardiff Rangers 2nds vs Cadoxton A 

14th Apr  @Maindee (Newport)   2nds home to Canton Harlequins 

 
(The gaps don’t necessarily mean that there was no fixture, only that none could be found). 

 

 

 
  

A bit of a mud bath away at Penygraig and 

short of a few our regulars didn’t help, so it 

was always going to be a tough day out, 13th 

February 1893 The South Wales Daily News. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

On 24th February 1893 The Barry Dock News 

printed this result, a creditable away draw 

against Penarth A 
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Two of the Whitchurch players were called up for a trial match on 22nd February, to represent the 

Cardiff and District Football Union. It would have been a great boost to the village and to the club in 

particular, this cutting was taken from The South Wales Daily News published on 9th February 1893 

 

 Occasionally some fixtures don’t quite go to plan as we have already witnessed, this was no 

    

 

 

  

  

exception when Llwynypia failed to  turn up against 

Whitchurch which didn’t go down well with the 

sports columnist of The Evening Express, 2nd 

March 1893 who also opted to suggest a solution 

to the problem. (Ref left) 

 

But, the Llwynypia club didn’t quite 

see it the same way, their letter 

(right) appearing in The Evening 

Express on the 4th March 1893  
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This was a good result, 6th March 1893 published in The South Wales Daily News. 

 

 

Here’s a first from The South Wales Star on 31st March 1893, giving an account of a good home win 

over Barry. 
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The annual meeting was held in August, this  

cutting reflects well on the club. It gives us a  

clear impression of those times and just how  

much value sports clubs and groups bring to a  

community.  

 

It also emphasises the importance of a legacy 

that is now part of our heritage contained and  

stored by The National Library archives. 

 

25th August 1893. The Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting also didn’t escape the attention of 

The South Wales Daily News who published 

their account on 25th August 1893 giving us an 

idea of just who the ‘movers and shakers’ in the  

club were. (below) 

 

 

It’s worth noting here that the mention of it being the 6th annual meeting might be correct as far as 
‘meetings’ go, but it doesn’t give a true reflection of when the club started playing, which we know was 
in 1885. 
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At the start of the 1893/94 season The South Wales Daily News, 18th September 1893 showed a  

charity warm up match which attracted a decent gate much to the credit of the club and to local 

people for supporting it. 

 

The reputation of the club has increased over the years to the extent that have now built up a lot of 

interest with a local following, a growing reputation amongst regional clubs and extensive newspaper 

coverage. 

Just to digress a little, off the Whitchurch 

theme, this is an interesting piece of local 

 interest and one that will resonate with  

rugby enthusiasts in the wider area. It was 

published in The Western Mail on 21st 

September 1893 

 

 

 

On 28th September 1893 Whitchurch 

Advertised for fixtures in The South 

Wales Echo – contact the hon. sec. 

 

On 16th October 1893 The South Wales Echo showed a scoreline of Whitchurch 1 try; Grange Stars, 

Nil. 

This cutting from the Barry Dock News dated 27th October 1893 gives us another insight into local 

rugby developments, here a Whitchurch Junior team beating Pentyrch Juniors at home, but also there 

was a good result for Tongwynlais in their away game. 
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Here’s a good, lengthy account which tends 

to suggest that The South Wales Daily News 

were paying a lot of attention to local sport at 

that time giving extensive coverage to a lot of 

regional matches, with Whitchurch featuring 

prominently. This one was published on 30th 

October 1893. It was a home game in front 

of a good crowd and it names all the players. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Left) ... In November 1893 it seems that 

the Cardiff and District Union (rugby) were 

working in harmony with the Cardiff Football 

Association (football / soccer) having 

arranged an event that had a rugby match 

precede a football match, good value if you 

had a ticket. 9th November 1893 The South 

Wales Daily News.  
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Things are not going our way, a lengthy account published on 13th November 1893 in The South 

Wales Daily News of the Whitchurch away game at Sophia Gardens against Cardiff Northern 

 

  

On the same day (13th Nov) The South Wales 
Echo published an update on the Cardiff and 
District Union’s representative side in which two 
players from Whitchurch had been selected. 
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On 20th November 1893 The South Wales Daily News published this little gem of an article for the 

Whitchurch home game against Dowlais. 
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1894 

A good start to the New Year with a hard earned win away at Barry, The South Wales Daily News, 1st 

January 1894 

  

Shortly afterwards on 3rd January 1894 The Evening Express published a brief article outlining the 
draw for The Mallett Cup, naming the clubs ‘invited ‘to play, Whitchurch being among them. According 
to research this would have been the first Mallett Cup and is still played for today. It is believed to be 
the second-oldest Rugby Cup in Britain,  

On the 5th January The Barry Dock News reported on the Barry game with Whitchurch played at The 

Buttrills Ground, but not a great day for us. 
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On 31st March 1894, The Evening Express commented on team selections for a Cardiff game in 
which “Radley Thomas a Whitchurch man, who has proved himself rather smart during the season” 
had been picked to play on the wing. 

The first Mallett Cup final saw Cardiff Reserves play Canton on Saturday, April 14, 1894, at the 
Harlequins Ground in Cardiff's Minster Road and playing that day for the Cardiff side was a 19-year-
old Gwyn Nicholls, who 11 years later led Wales to victory over New Zealand at Cardiff Arms Park. 

 

September 
This was a ‘turn up for the books’ it makes you wonder who saw this coming, 1st September 1894 The 

South Wales Echo 

 

For many this must have been considered as being be the best way forward. It’s clear from this that, 

those at the helm, had great ambition and had a vision that the village should and could have an all 

encompassing sports club. It’s an ambition not lost on some today and given the difficulties local clubs 

face, perhaps it’s a proposal that’s worthy of consideration now. However, governance of such an 

organisation would need a great deal of careful thought......... 

Algernon Frank Hill, mentioned above, was an excellent forward, who captained Cardiff in 1887/88 

and 1894/95. He joined the club in 1883/84, playing 153 first team matches, and served the club for a 

total of nine seasons earning his club cap. He played 12 matches for Wales between 1885 and 1893 

and another 3 matches in 1894. He is commemorated in the Cardiff Rugby Museum. (It’s likely that he 

lived in Whitchurch, judging by his involvement and association with the club and with what follows, 

but this is just conjecture, not researched). 

The start of some very prestigious fixtures might well have begun with this game, it was a Whitchurch 

match against a Cardiff team organised by A. F. Hill. To offset the power of a 1st class outfit of 
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Cardiff’s status, Whitchurch were allowed to field 18 players. Whitchurch however were also blessed 

with some class players themselves, one, L Radley Thomas, eventually ‘going North’. 

 

 

 

 

 

11th September 1894 The Evening Express: 

 

The news that the Whitchurch cricket and football clubs 

had amalgamated was also publicised by other papers, 

this (right) going out on 1st September 1894 in The 

Evening Express. 

 

While two weeks later, 15th September 1894, this 

(below) appeared in The Evening Express 
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More on these developments was 

published in The Western Mail on 

17th September 1894 outlining all the 

optimism that local people felt at that 

time. 

It’s great to read that a ‘suitable field’ 

had been secured, albeit for such a 

short term, but what a great step 

forward that must have been and one 

that we envy today for all our sports 

clubs. Don’t be fooled however by the 

description of it being in the ‘centre of 

the village’. At that time the main part 

of the village was still in the area 

around The Fox and Hounds and the 

old St Mary’s church. 
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Now the press couldn’t get enough. This 

article (right) was published in The Evening 

News on 18th September 1894, the  

publicity would have really captured  

public imagination. 

 

More details were published in The Evening 

Express on 19th September 1894 (below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It leaves you in doubt that Whitchurch had prepared well, had strengthened the side in order to give 

Cardiff a good game and had viewed it as being a highly prestigious event. The Western Mail, on 19th 

September 1894 published the player names of both teams. 

 

It’s fair to say that one or two of those players had been recruited from other teams (at least one from 

Llandaff Yard).  

 

 

 

 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  58 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

So, how did they got on? Well, of all the newspaper write ups this from The Western Mail, 20th 

September 1894, is probably the best to display here.. .... 

 

Here’s a welcome good gate at home to Penarth, probably keeping the club afloat for some time, 
unfortunately the result didn’t go our way, 8th October 1894 in The South Wales Daily News. 

 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  59 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

On 9th October 1894 Whitchurch (and Llandaff Yard) advertised for fixtures in The South Wales Echo. 

 

On the 15th November 1894 the club  
Advertised for 2nd team fixtures in 
The Evening Express and on the 16th November 1894 the paper printed the names of the Whitchurch 
1st and 2nd teams for their respective matches against Penrhiw Rovers and Cathays’Quins’. 

 

A scoreline that didn’t escape the press was this loss to Caerphilly from The South Wales Daily News 
22nd October 1894  
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This team sheet for the Cardiff Northern fixture at Sophia Gardens was published in The Evening 
Express on 23rd November 1894  

 

A brief account of the Whitchurch game against Blackweir was published in The South Wales Daily 
News on 26th November 1894, but no scoreline. 

 

Games coming thick and fast now, on 30th November 1894, The Evening Express showed this team 

sheet for the next match, home, against Great Western (Pontypridd) and the 2nds away at Cathays. 
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On 3rd December 1894 The Western Mail reported on a Whitchurch home game, played against one 

of the Ponty teams of their day.  

 

On 7th December 1894 The Evening Express showed the team selections for a Whitchurch home 
game against Barry and for the record the paper also included the full team for the 2nds for their 
game against Ely United... 

 

 The club’s involvement in the Cardiff and District Union was there for all to see with their position on 

display in the Senior League - The Evening Express on 8th December 1894.  
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It’s clear then that, for part of the season, the club were committed to a competitive league system as 

part of their involvement with the Cardiff and District Union. 

Having mentioned the Barry game earlier, this is what transpired, 10th December 1894, The Western 

Mail 

 

On 17th December 1894, The Western Mail’s sport columnist shared on what was probably well 

known locally regarding our man Radley Thomas. 

 

It’s interesting to note the wider link with the Melingriffith works. 

With Christmas looming, Whitchurch had a good win at home to Grangetown with this report printed a 

day or two after the match, 24th December 1894, The South Wales Daily News 
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Don’t put your feet up yet. What about this for a busy Christmas? Not much time for turkey and 

trimmings this year, 1sts and 2nds on duty...24th December 1894 The Evening Express 
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How they managed to fit this in I don’t know but there’s no respite for these boys, a Boxing Day visit 

from Lydbrook, published in The Evening Express on 27th December 1894. 

 

It didn’t end there either, on 28th December 1894, The Evening Express published this team sheet for 

a game against Caldicot a few days later..... 
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1895 

 

 

When the chips are down the last thing you need is the local press getting on your back, ‘circle the 

wagons fellas’, take the rough with the smooth, 2nd February 1895 The Evening Express  

 

Now whether or not the 2nd Feb match against Roath was played or not is difficult to say, but, they did 

play against each other in early March. 

One of the first games in the new year was 

a home game against Newport 2nds with 

the Whitchurch 2nds being away at Atlas 

Quins, 19th January 1895, The Evening 

Express. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report on 21st January 1895 from The 

Evening Express suggests it was a tight 

game with Newport just about edging things. 
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Whitchurch were given no chance against Cardiff Northern game according to The Evening Express 

on 9th March 1895 and fair play, young Radley Thomas was probably younger than we might have 

expected. 

 

On 1st March 1895 The Evening Express 

published the Whitchurch line up for the 

home match against Roath: 

 

 

 

 

Although it didn’t result in a win, 4th March 

1895, The South Wales Daily News 

On the 8th March 1895 The Evening 

Express published the team sheets 

for the 2nd XV game against 

Monktonians at Roath Park. 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, the 1sts were home to 

Cardiff Northern 
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Not quite the ‘slaughter’ the Express had 

predicted though, 11th March 1895 The South 

Wales Daily News 

 

 

On 22nd March 1895 The Evening Express 

showed the team selection for an away game 

at Barry. 

 

 

The 2nds team for a home game against 

Avondale was published in The Evening 

Express on 23rd March 1895 

 

 

 

The result of the away game at Barry was a 

well earned win for Whitchurch reported in 

The Western Mail on 25th March 1895 
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Another tight game, this time home to Canton 

in a Cardiff and District league game. This 

account was published in The Evening 

Express on 30th March 1895 
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We’ll give this full coverage only because of the extent of it. It was published in The Barry Dock News 

on 29th March 1895 an away game for Whitchurch against Barry played at Holton Field, Barry Docks. 
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.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

Prompt action here thankfully played a part 

in the quick recovery of the Canton team 

captain after suffering an on field episode, 

The South Wales Daily News 1st April 1895. 

 

 

 

Here we have another update on 

Whitchurch 2nds, the team selection for a 

home game against Llandaff 2nds, 6th April 

1895 The Evening Express. 

The good thing about this is that by 

comparing all the team sheets, we can 

view the entire ‘squad’ of players that 

represented the club during that period of 

the club’s development. 

The season’s wasn’t over either, Easter 

fixtures were next, Whitchurch at home to a 

Mr. T. A. Jones (Canton) team and the 

2nds away at Canton Wanderers. 13th April 

1895, The Evening Express. 

 

 

With the next match being a home fixture 

against Penarth Victoria, 19th April 1895, 

The Evening Express. 
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As if to conclude the season, what seems to have been the final game, was this little gem that 

provides us with a full list of players that represented the club back then. It was a Whitchurch 1st XV 

against Whitchurch 2nd XV, stars one and all. 26th April 1895 The Evening Express 

 

 

On 4th July 1895 The Western Mail published a brief account of the club’s annual meeting held at the 

Fox and Hounds, naming the appointed officers of the club with Island Cottage remaining as the 

secretarial address. 

 

One of the first games of the 1895/96 season would have been this one away at Machen. 13th 

September 1895 The Evening Express. 

 

A game that Whitchurch won, 3 tries and 1 minor to nil “in the presence of a fair number of 

spectators”. 
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But for Whitchurch supporters an early season treat was yet to come, on 18th September 1895 The 

South Wales Daily News published this little titbit.... 

 

 

 

 The newspaper then publishing the team  

 selections for the game (right) 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The newspaper then 

 putting out the team  

selections: 
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Here’s what was published, from a few reports, with Whitchurch being allowed to play 18 players: 

  

 

  

19th September 1895. The South Wales Echo 

  (Below) 

 

19th September 1895. The Evening Express. 

    (Right) 

Not a great day for us but the sports 

columnist in The Western Mail (below) was 

a bit more praiseworthy on 20th September 

1895, mainly reporting on the Cardiff club. 
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With no time to rest the boys are back in it 

again, the next game being an away fixture 

against Ponty and the 2nds down to play 

Canton 2nds at home. 20th September 1895 

The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s the report on the Ponty game, 21st 

September 1895, The Evening Express 

 

 

In between these matches, on 23rd 

September 1895 was this result, 

Whitchurch ‘A’ losing at home to Canton ‘A’ 

– Canton 1 goal and 3 tries (one try 

disputed); Whitchurch, 1 try.  

 

 

 

But it was Radley Thomas who caught the 

eye of The Evening Express in the Ponty 

match, a game that evidently was classed 

as having been a draw. 23rd September 

1895.  
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September was a busy time and this extract 

(below) was from The South Wales Echo 

on 23rd September 1895 in an article on the 

general meeting of the ‘Welsh Rugby 

Union’. Within that was the usual ‘selection 

of officers’; ‘accounts’ and various other 

agenda items, but this caught the eye for 

‘Clubs Admitted’ (to the WRU) ..... 

 

 

Despite things being early season it seems 

that things with Whitchurch were not quite 

what they should have been, player 

movement being the main cause, the better 

players perhaps being attracted elsewhere 

if this (below) is anything to go by, 27th 

September 1895 The Evening Express  

 

The Llwynypia game didn’t go well and 

doubts on the Whitchurch team proven, this 

account (top right) from The Western Mail 

on 30th September 1895 favoured the 

Llwynypia club with little to say about 

Whitchurch     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s another interesting one (below) early in 

the season, Whitchurch scheduled to play 

away Clayton, a Swansea team, leaving on 

the 1312hrs train from Cardiff, with the A team 

(2nds?) home to Cardiff Crusaders, 11th 

October 1895 The Evening Express. 

 

The following week, 18th October 1895, The 

Evening Express published the team selection 

(below) for the away game against Roath. 
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Here’s a write up that gives credit to both 

sides, 21st October 1895 from The South 

Wales Daily News, it was a Cardiff and 

District Cup game, at Sophia Gardens, a 

tough game with a number of stoppages, 

spoilt by crowd encroachment apparently 

with Roath just about getting the win. “The 

defeat of Whitchurch came as a surprise to 

many who did not know what a smart lot the 

Roath lads are. Roath it will be 

remembered won the junior cup last year 

and if they display such from in all their 

League matches as they did on Saturday 

they are certain to win the senior cup this 

season” – The Evening Express 

 

 

Meanwhile, on the same day, the 

newspaper provided this score line for 

‘Whitchurch Reserves’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Roath game didn’t sit well with some 

people with one local man feeling the need 

to write, anonymously, in to The Evening 

Express having his letter published for all to 

see on 26th October 1895   

 

(Whether football or rugby, that feeling of 

having spectators ‘interfere’ with play is not 

a great one). 
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On 25th October 1895 The Evening Express 

published the team selections for the 

Whitchurch home match against Cardiff 

Northern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The match report was published in The 

South Wales Daily News on 28th October 

1895 resulting in another tight game and a 

win for Whitchurch.   
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On 1st November 1895 The Evening 

Express published the team sheet for the 

Whitchurchh team playing at home against 

Maesteg and also the  Whitchurch 2nd XV 

match vs Romilly at Cardiff. 

 

 

On 2nd November 1895 we get to know of 

another Whitchurch team, Whitchurch Stars, 

this was in The Evening Express. 

 

 

On the 8th November 1895 the Whitchurch 

team to play Lydbrook at home was 

published in The Evening Express. 
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The following week, The Evening Express, 13th 
November 1895, published the Whitchurch 
Stars team for a fixture against Roath 
Windsors, the team selection having no 
resemblance to that which we have seen 
representing ‘Whitchurch’ suggesting that this 
must have been a separate club. 

 

On the 16th November 1895 The South Wales 
Daily News published the team selections for 
Whitchurch 2nds home game against Barry 
2nds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The match report appearing in The South 

Wales Daily News on 11th November 

1895  The South Wales Daily News 
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Things went awry at this time and it didn’t go 
down well, reported in The Barry Dock News on 
22nd November 1895        (Right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a good write up, Whitchurch just lost out 
again, but a close fought encounter against 
Canton from The South Wales Daily News on 25th 
November 1895 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 29th November 1895 this 2nds team 

(below) was selected for a home game against 

Mackintosh 2nds.
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Something went wrong here also, which doesn’t do much for the reputation, 2nd December 1895 The 

South Wales Daily News 

 

On 6th December 1895, The Evening Express published the team selections for the Whitchurch vs 

Cathays fixture to be played at Whitchurch. 

 

 

The report for this game was published in The South Wales Daily News on 9th December 1895  
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Here’s evidence of yet another Whitchurch team, ‘Whitchurch Harlequins’, this was published in the 

Western Mail on 16th December 1895 and it seems that they were a junior side if the other cutting 

dated 18th December 1895 from The Evening Express is anything to go by. 

       

 

 

Just when you think you can put your feet up for a well earned break with the family, the fixtures 

showed that Whitchurch (among others) were scheduled for a home game against St Michael’s on 

Christmas Day. Not just that but Whitchurch also played on Boxing Day, winning at home against 

Great Western (Pontypridd) in what seems to have been a morning game and anyone left standing 

also played in a ‘charity match’ in the afternoon in a representative match between Whitchurch and 

Melingriffith for a local young player not in the best of health, what a wonderful community gesture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things are just not going our way, typified by 

this away game against Llandaff just before 

Christmas, 23rd December 1895, The South 

Wales Daily News.  
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The Western Mail 26th December 1895     

As wonderful as this is, isn’t it also incredible to think that newspapers remained in print over the 

Christmas period? 

This ended newspaper coverage for 1895 and as you’ve seen it was quite extensive, 1898 and 

onwards for a few years was the same. It was a measure of the high regard that Whitchurch Rugby 

Football Club was held, the rising popularity of the game and also the various newspapers’ striving to 

go to print in order to capture the market. It’s clear that both The Evening Express and The South 

Wales Daily News provided most of the coverage and would have had a firm commitment to seek out 

sporting events of interest, week in week out. As far as Whitchurch Rugby is concerned it was a 

period of mixed results, for a few seasons it seemed that the club were on the up, developing a 

decent side and fostering a link with Cardiff Rugby Football Club, but, over this last year expectations 

were not met. Part of the reason for this seems to have been the loss of key players, men who had 

opted to further their talent elsewhere, one of the attractions would have been the prestigious fixtures 

other clubs were developing for themselves and lets be fair, any and every player needs to play at the 

highest level they can attain.    
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1896 

 

 

 

On the 11th January 1896 The Evening Express showed the scoreline “Monktonians, one try; 

Whitchurch, nil”.  

  

 

 

The first game of the New Year was to be a 

home game against Cardiff Hornets, the team 

selections being published in The Evening 

Express on 3rd January 1896. But, this match 

“was abandoned, owing to the Hornets failing 

to raise a team”. Just below this was the team 

to represent Whitchurch Harlequins which 

resulted in a win for Harlequins by 3 goals and 

1 try to nil .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On top of this the club also had to deal with 

another issue coming their way, the possible 

loss of another of their talented players, 9th 

January 1896 The Evening Express, although 

this didn’t sit well with Ponty who refuted the 

claim sending in a letter to The Evening 

Express who printed it on 14th January 1896 

(bottom right). Clearly the club had its 

problems and here the washing was hung out 

for all to see. 
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To rub salt in the wounds.......On the 18th January 1896 The Evening Express published a report on 

General Meeting of the general committee of the Welsh Football Union which was held at the Queen’s 

Hotel, Cardiff, in that meeting “The transfer of Radley Thomas, from Whitchurch to Castleford was 

deferred pending inquiries”. 

 

  

It didn’t take much longer for the entire matter 

to reach a conclusion and on 15th January 1896 

The South Wales Daily News published this 

bombshell. 

Having lost some of the star men, the club 

needed to stop the rot by bringing in 

reinforcements and this report of 16th March 

1896 in The South Wales Daily News showed 

that player recruitment was well underway. 

 

(continued right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 21st February 1896 The Evening Express 

published this team selection for a home game 

against Canton. On the face of it, nothing 

unusual, but, some of this Whitchurch team are 

reinforced with men known to be Llandaff Yard 

players, (3 brothers in particular, a moment of 

self indulgence with apologies to readers). 
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The plot thickens, just a day later The Evening 

Express, 22nd February 1896, then publish this 

update on our local clubs  ....... 

It’s difficult to say whether the journalist actually 

means Llandaff (RFC), or whether it should 

read Llandaff Yard (RFC). A bit of family 

background suggests it would be Llandaff Yard. 

 

 

 

 

Here’s the outcome of the Canton game, the 

recruitment drive just wasn’t enough to earn a 

win, 24th February 1896 The Evening express 

 

 

 

By now there are clear indicators that things are 

not as they should be and the AGM revealed a lot 

about the difficulties the club were facing.  

On 23rd July 1896 The Evening Express published 

this summary of that AGM with a fair contingent of 

Llandaff Yard people being appointed to steer the 

club. 
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A little difficult to decipher, but, this seems to have 

been a junior game between The Avondales (Splott) 

and Whitchurch Boys and the text suggests that teams 

were limited to just 9 a side and that teams were given 

handicaps according to their ability. In this instance the 

Splott side were clear favourites and lived up to it. It 

was 12th September 1896 from The Evening Express 

(right). It’s worth including just to show that Whitchurch 

was making an effort to develop young players. It 

makes you wonder just how long this system lasted, 

but this cutting below, same date, same newspaper, 

perhaps explains things a little better but these reports 

confuse us even more with the end result.  
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On the 19th September 1896 The South Wales daily News published fixtures and teams for the 

weekend games among them being a match between Whitchurch vs Heath Rovers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It never rains, it pours, discontent within, 

something is just not right, just as you might 

expect the club’s fortunes to turn around they 

were hit with another bombshell and so early in 

the season, 10th October 1896 The Evening 

Express 

 

 

 

 

Just to set the backdrop to all this turmoil, the 

‘Heath/Whitchurch’ team went on to play games 

of their own, evidenced by this report dated 14th 

December 1896 from The South Wales Daily 

News. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a good tight game against Romilly, but 

still no win, 19th October 1896 The South Wales 

Daily News. 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  89 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To add to the player ‘migration’ issue, The Evening 

Express sports columnist get in on the act 

publishing this snippet on 24th October 1896 

 

 

 

 

 

On 26th October 1896 The South Wales Daily News 

published this little report on an away game at 

Cowbridge. 

 

 

 

The South Wales Daily News published this 

account of a Whitchurch away game at Ferndale on 

23rd November 1896 

 

 

 

A chicken and egg situation perhaps, can’t develop 

a good side without proper funding and generate 

funds without a decent side, 28th November 1896, 

The Evening Express. 

 

On 8th December 1896 Whitchurch 2nd XV were  

again advertising for fixtures in The South Wales  

Daily News and it’s clear that obtaining fixtures for 

the various levels of rugby was a major  

undertaking and was mainly down to the individual 

clubs to manage their own fixture list. In this cutting 

we see that the club’s 2nd team was comprised of 

youth players (16 years), The Fox and Hounds also 

remaining as the club’s base. 
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It has been a tough time and the end of year dance  
was the order of the day, 19th December 1896 
The Evening Express, ‘pianoforte up the club’  

anyone? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just for the record, for anyone connected, The  

Evening Express published this Whitchurch Stars  

2nd XV team on 24th December 1896 

 

 

 

Worthy of note here is Whitchurch RFC were named as one of the teams in a fixture list, 

schedule to play at home to Roath on December 25th, “Christmas Day Rugby” 1896. 
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1897 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 22nd January 1897 The Evening Express 

published the team selection for a game against 

Mountain Ash 

 

 

On 19th February 1897 The Evening Express 

showed the team selection for a Whitchurch 2nds 

home match against Llanishen 

 

 

On the face of it, this looks like a good result, 24th 

February 1897 The Evening Express and a full 

match report was published.........(below) 

 

 

 

  (and right) 
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On 1st March 1897 local results showed Taffs Well, nil; Whitchurch, one goal (from a mark). 

 

 

  

 

On 5th March 1897 The Evening Express published 

the team selections for the home game against Old 

Monktonians (who went on to become Glamorgan 

Wanderers). The ‘Monks’ having to catch a break 

from North Road to get to Whitchurch -  a ‘break’ 

was one of the old buses of the late 19thC for those 

not knowing.  
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However, The Evening Express on 10th March 1897 

followed up with this update which might well have 

been the same game as that above. 

 

 

 

 

 

1st and 2nds had their names in print on 12th March 

1897 in The Evening Express for games against 

Pontypridd (Great Western), presumably the railway 

and train workers and 2nds away at Llanishen. 

 

 

 

 

 

On 15th March 1897 The Evening Express published 

this short article on a concert for the club at the 

Gymnastic Hall, Whitchurch, clearly an end of 

season fund raiser but it’s an interesting venue and 

is believed to be the old hall located at the bottom of 

Velindre Road on the site of the present day club 

house. The suggestion here also is that a 2nd team 

had presumably been resurrected after failing “like 

Phoenix”. 

 

 

On 19th March 1897 The Evening Express showed 

the team selection for a home game against 

Pontypridd Crusaders 
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Here’s one to sneak in at the end of the season, it related to the Whitchurch juniors team that played 

on the old Arms Park in the final of Cardiff Football Junior Challenge Cup. 31st March 1897 The 

Evening Express. 

 

We are left to wonder how they got on......... 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Although the club had lost some star players they still had some up and coming talent, on 13th 

September 1897 four teams (A; B; C & D) were selected in trials to represent the Cardiff and District 

Union and among the players chosen for the trial teams were three Whitchurch players W. Broad; 

Wm. Salmon and C. R. Stephens. 

 

 

 

 

Not only that, but, another player, D. Evans, 

represented the Glamorgan Police side that 

played against Pontypridd 17th September 1897 

The South Wales Daily News 

 

 

 

 

 

On 20th September 1897, early in the season, 

the club advertised for fixtures in The South 

Wales Daily News. 
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On 11th October 1897 Whitchurch lost away at Roath Park against Mackintosh by 1 penalty goal and 

3 tries to nil and on the 8th November local results showed that Whitchurch had beaten Raglan: 

Whitchurch, 1 goal 3 tries; Raglan, nil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 3rd December 1897 The Evening Express 

published the Whitchurch team for a home game 

against Penarth 

 

 

The result of this match was published in The 

South Wales Daily News on 6th December 1897 

 

 

Here’s an interesting feature of these games, on 

9th December 1897 The South Wales Echo 

published this advert for Whitchurch seeking a 

match for the following weekend and offering half 

the gate money to attract interest. 

 

 

 

On 11th December 1897 The Evening Express 

published a report on the Whitchurch home 

game against Cardiff Romilly with a disallowed 

try causing some discontent.  

 

 

 

 

These are the players selected for Whitchurch 

home game against Cowbridge just before 

Christmas, 18th December 1897, The Evening 

Express 
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A  

 

 

 

After a difficult few years it now seems that the Whitchurch club have turned a corner and things are 
on the up. Player recruitment has taken place, performances have improved and the fixture schedule 
looks attractive. What follows bears testament to all the hard work put in.  

 

Here’s one that deserves to be out on public 

display, what do you think of this? Two 

matches on the same day, this says a lot 

about the club, its character and its playing 

resources, but, it also tells us a lot about the 

popularity and heritage of the game in and 

around the village, 27th December 1897 The 

South Wales daily News. 
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1898 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the New Year it was a case of hit the ground 

running, 1st January 1898 The Evening Express, after 

a demanding Christmas Whitchurch next played 

Newport Extras at home, a game which seems to 

have had ‘the gate’ affected by a big Cardiff match. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a tight game and it was against ‘the League 

champions’, a yardstick for the club and a result that 

would have provided a huge boost at the time. 8th 

January 1898 The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

A little bit of additional information here is that 

Whitchurch were competing in the Cardiff and District 

Rugby Union Senior League, the table being printed 

on 19th January 1898 in The Evening Express, 

although it didn’t seem to attract a great deal of 

importance to the club. 

An interesting footnote here is that on 21st January 

1898 Whitchurch were drawn against Romilly in the 

first round of the Mallett Cup.  
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League matches don’t seem to appeal to Whitchurch, 

this game didn’t go their way, 12th February 1898 The 

Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 19th February 1898 edition of The Evening 

Express published a short report on the Whitchurch 

win over Cardiff Romillys.  

 

 

Then, we get to hear that Whitchurch had reached 

the semi-finals of the Cardiff and District Senior Cup, 

playing at home against St Paul’s. 25th February 1898 

The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

This is how they got on, 26th February 1898, The 

Evening Express............... 
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On 4th March 1898 The Evening Express printed 

the team for the home fixture against 

Mackintosh 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile they had a home fixture against St 

Paul’s. The Evening Express 5th March 1898 

 

 

 

 

On 18th March 1898, The Evening Express 

published the team selections for the 

Whitchurch vs Old Monktonians fixture. 

 

 

 

 

 

On 19th March 1898 The Evening Express 

published a report on the home game against 

Old Monktonians 
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Here’s one for record books, almost an entire 

Whitchurch player squad named. 3rd September 

1898 The South Wales Daily News. All prepared 

for a trial match for the Whitchurch team 

selections. 

 

 

 

 

The trail match was ‘none too soon’, on 7th 

September 1898 The South Wales Daily News 

gave an update on the next challenge for 

Whitchurch, a prestigious, gala, ‘practice’ match 

against a Cardiff team picked by Mr Tom 

Dobson, the Cardiff vice captain. 

 

 

 

Still room for more fixtures, 8th September 1898 

The South Wales Echo. 

 

 

 

 

 

In the summer, on 18th July 1898 The South 

Wales Echo published a brief account of the 

Whitchurch AGM. Some of the names are well 

known and it is believed that Mr. G. Bennette 

was the landlord of The Fox and Hounds at that 

time and that home pitch for Whitchurch was still 

behind the pub. 

We’ll come across Tom Dobson again very 

soon............. 
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We can’t ignore the Cardiff match, this is how 

it went according to The South Wales Daily 

News, 12th September 1898, as you might 

have expected, but, Cardiff not exactly having 

their own way.  
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The sports columnist of The Evening Express 

provided an update on the fortunes of local rugby 

clubs including that of Whitchurch, 10th September 

1898  

 

 

On 19th September 1898 The South Wales Daily 

News published this report on an away game against 

Ebbw Vale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 24th September 1898 The Evening Express also 

made note of the affiliation to the Welsh Football 

Union  

 

 

 

 

On 30th September 1898 The Evening Express 

published the team selections for the Whitchurch 

home game against Old Monktonians (right), while 

Whitchurch Reserves were also scheduled for a 

home game against Penarth United (below). 

 

 

Worthy of note, on 22nd September 1898 The South Wales Echo published a report on a 

‘WRU’ meeting which stated ”The following clubs were admitted into the Union, viz, Tenby 

Swifts, Abergavenny United, Cardiff District Union, Pilgwenlly Harriers and Whitchurch”. 
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On 1st October 1898 the sports columnist of The 

Glamorgan Free Press gave an early season opinion 

on the club’s chances for the season.... 

 

 

The Evening Express have changed their reporting 

format providing a more detailed account of matches 

and offering a ‘summary’ on the match. 8th October 

1898, a Whitchurch home game against Mackintosh. 

Also commenting on the issues of previous seasons: 

“Hitherto the prospects of the Whitchurch Club have 

been ruined by inward dissensions but this season a 

spirit of brotherhood and enthusiasm obtains”. 

The South Wales Daily News opted to offer an 

opinion on Mackintosh, 10th October 1898 (below) 
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The Evening Express really went for it on 15th 

October 1898, the game against Cowbridge went 

our way and in later editions more coverage was 

given to the club by the sports columnist providing 

various updates on the club. One being the signing 

of a new player that had been with Cardiff and 

another, a nice features of a portrait of captains of 

various Cardiff clubs, among them being the 

Whitchurch captain W. Salmon. 

(ref below)  
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On 22nd October 1898 The Evening Express 

showed the result of a Whitchurch vs Ebbw 

Vale match but difficult to tell whether it was 

home or away. 

 

 

 

 

On 31st October 1898 The South Wales 

Daily News published this account on the 

Whitchurch home game against St 

Andrew’s, both sides coming out of it with 

equal credit.  
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On 1st November 1898 The South Wales Echo showed the result of the Radyr Crescents vs 

Whitchurch Juniors match “played at the Junction field and after a very fast and even game resulted 

in a draw”. 

 

 

 

 

 

With a depleted team Whitchurch played well 

against Old Monktonians, 14th November 1898 

The South Wales Daily News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 18th November 1898 The Evening Express 

published the 2nd team selections for a 

Whitchurch vs Canton Harlequins match. The 

Llandaff Yard team selection above is also 

included, ‘for reference’. 

The Whitchurch team for the away match at 

Cwmbran was also shown (below)

 
 

The Whitchurch team for the home game against 
St Andrew’s was published in The Evening 
Express on 25th November 1898 (right) and 
reserves at Penarth (below)...
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On 2nd December 1898 The Evening Express 

published the Whitchurch team selections for the 

away game at Cowbridge and the 2nds home to 

Pentyrch 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a good day out at Cowbridge, Whitchurch 

just getting the edge, 3rd December 1898 The 

Evening Express 

 

 

 

The Whitchurch 2nd’s team for an away game at 

Cathays was printed in The Evening Express, 9th 

December 1898. Notice also the venue for 

another match at the bottom of this cutting. 

Evidently the Whitchurch ground was also 

conveniently available for other teams, in this 

case it seems to be a ‘works do’.  

 

 

Another boost to the club was this performance 

against a travelling Chepstow St Mary’s team, 

12th December 1898 The South Wales Daily 

News. 
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Well what a year that was, a complete turnaround in fortunes for the club, good performances, a few 

prestigious fixtures and a very demanding number of matches, all fulfilled. What lies ahead?..... 

 

 

  

The week before Christmas Whitchurch were at 

home to Pontypridd ‘A’, earning a narrow win, 17th 

December 1898 The Evening Express  (right) 

In a Boxing Day edition, 26th December 1898 

The South Wales Daily News published this 

report (left) on a Whitchurch home win 

against 14 man Penarth ‘A’. 

 

 

 

Finally, at the end of the year, a match played 

away at Risca, Whitchurch coming away with a 

good win, 31st December 1898 The Evening 

Express 
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1899 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first match in the New Year was this away win 

at Risca, 2nd January 1899, The South Wales Daily 

News. 

 

 

On the 13th January 1899 The Evening Express 

published this team selection for a home match 

against Cardiff Reserves 

 

 

 

 

On 20th January 1899 The Evening Express 

published the teams selected for the Whitchurch 

home game against Penylan 

 

 

 

 

On 21st January 1899 the sports columnist of The 

Evening Express paid a compliment to one of the 

Whitchurch players as well as the pitch. 

 

 

 

It didn’t stop there either, the performance against 

Cardiff also came in for praise. 
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On 27th January 1899 The Evening Express 

published the team selection for the next 

game against Mackintosh. 

 

 

 

 

 

A good result followed and an equally good 

report was found, 28th January 1899 The 

Evening Express 
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Before we go any further, it’s worth mentioning, 

this little jewel, another local player ‘made 

good’. On this occasion J. Blake having been 

picked up by Cardiff, was now selected to play 

for Wales against England. 7th January 1899 

The Evening Express.  

 

Blake was also picked to play 

against Ireland, this display of the 

Welsh team being shown in The 

Evening Express on 18th March 

1899  (J. Blake – No.9) 

 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  112 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th February 1899 the team to play Tondu away was 

published in The Evening Express 

 

 

The trials and tribulations of the governing body 

were reported in The South Wales Daily News on 6th 

February 19899, Whitchurch being reprimanded. 

 

 

This was the team selected to play against Pill 

Harriers (right), 10th February 1899 The Evening 

Express. 

 

 

On this occasion Whitchurch just fell short losing a 

tight game, 11th February 1899, The Evening 

Express. 

 

 

 

On 17th February 1899 The Evening Express 

published the teams for Whitchurch vs Old 

Monktonians at Whitchurch. 

The result was  

Whitchurch, 2 Goals and 3 Tries 

Old Monktonians 1 Goal. 
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On 27th February 1899 The South Wales Daily 

News published a match report on the home game 

against Cwmbran, Whitchurch battling on but with a 

man short up front.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 3rd March 1899 The Evening Express, published 

the Whitchurch team for what seems to be a return 

match with Risca played at home (below). 

 

 

The Evening Express didn’t seem too impressed 

with Risca that day though, 4th March 1899. (Right) 

 

 

The South Wales Daily News then picked up on it 

9th March 1899 with this update (right): 
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In what seems to have been a match that had 

both sides missing a few 1st team regulars, 

Whitchurch managed a win away at Penarth, 

11th March 1899 The Evening Express. 

 

 

On 24th March 1899 the team selection for the 

home game against Tondu was published in 

The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tondu match had a good write up in The 

Evening Express on 25th March 1899  
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On 1st April 1899 Whitchurch had a good win over 

Chepstow St Mary’s in an Easter tour game, The 

Evening Express.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travelling a bit further on tour and just a few days 

later, they then played at Frome, winning again, 

despite ‘being on tour’. 4th April 1899 The South 

Wales Daily News. 

 

 

 

 

With no time to get over ‘jet lag’, they are then lined 

up to play Old Monktonians at home, The Evening 

Express, 7th April 1899   (right) 

 

 

The South Wales Daily News publishing 

this brief update on 10th April 1899 (left). 

A very successful week for Whitchurch. 
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What better way to conclude the 

season other than for the papers to 

publish the match records and here 

we have the entire season summed 

up by The South Wales Daily News 

on 17th April 1899 – (season 1888 – 

89). It makes good viewing. 

 

 

An impressive achievement. 

There’s another twist to the tale, in what 

seems to have been a finale to the season, 

having selected players between both 

teams, Whitchurch played Llandaff Yard at 

home and who should be referee, none 

other than Gwyn Nicholls. 

 

On the day Whitchurch took the honours, 

24th April 1899 The South Wales Daily 

News 
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During the summer, the AGM was held at The 

Fox and Hounds, this being reported by the 

sports columnist of The Evening Express on 15th 

July 1899. 

 

 

A brief report on that meeting was published in 

The Evening Express on 17th July 1899 and it’s 

worth noting that the club can now claim Mr. J. 

H. Cory J.P. as President and such has been the 

transformation at the club that it is now “free from 

debt”. 
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So the beginning of season 1899 – 1900 saw 

the first game for Whitchurch away at Crumlin, 

players having to catch the train from Cardiff. 

The team selected for that match was 

published in The Evening Express on 15th 

September 1899 

 

 

The result not going our way, 18th September 

1899, The South Wales Daily News. 

 

 

 

Another tough game away at Ponty, 23rd 

September 1899, The Evening Express (right) 

The South Wales Daily News was full of praise 

for the Whitchurch side in their report on 25th 

September 1899 (below). 
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On 29th September 1899 The Evening Express 

published the team selections for the Whitchurch 

v Penylan match 

 

 

 

 

On 2nd October1899 The South Wales Daily 

News published this brief report on the first home 

game of the season and a win against Penylan 

 

 

 

 

On the 6th October 1899 The Evening Express 

published (right) the team for the next match at 

home, to Cardiff Reserves, a prestigious event on 

the calendar and one sure to attract a big crowd. 

The match report was published on 7th October 

1899. (Below and right) 
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On 23rd October 1899 The South Wales Daily News published the score line Whitchurch, 1 Goal and 

1 try; Tondu 2 Tries 

  

The South Wales Daily News published a 

brief report on what was the same match 

(vs Cardiff Reserves) on 9th October 1899. 

Whitchurch impressing in what was 

considered to have been a “thoroughly 

enjoyable game”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 16th October The South Wales Daily 

News published a report on the home 

game against Old Monktonians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recruitment carries on, The Evening 

Express on 21st October 1899 reporting on 

a few rumours. 
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On 28th October 1899 the boys played against 

Canton at home, The Evening Express 

 

Team selection from The South Wales Daily 

News 28th October 1899 

 

 

 

 

On 3rd November 1899 The Evening express 

published the team to play against Penylan at 

home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 11th November The Evening Express 

reported on a home match against Chepstow. 
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On 13th November The South Wales Daily News 

reported on a home game against Chepstow St 

Mary’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The team selections for Whitchurch vs Old 

Monktonians were published in The Evening 

Express, 1st December 1899. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The match report appeared in The Evening 

express on 2nd December 1899 
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On 9th December 1899 The Evening Express 

reported on another Whitchurch win, this time at 

home to Cowbridge. 

The result was: Whitchurch, 3 Goals and 2 

Tries; Cowbridge, 1 Minor. 

 

 

The Christmas period once again was a 

demanding time for the club having matches 

arranged for the 23rd; 25th (Christmas Day) and 

26th . The team selections for those games was 

published in The Evening Express on 22nd 

December 1899. 

 

 

The Pontyclun match was a close encounter 

reported in The Evening Express on 23rd 

December 1899 (below and right) 
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The new millennium looms.....What a way to start the 1900’s 

 

  

Then on Christmas Day came the St Andrew’s 

match, another win for Whitchurch, 26th 

December 1899 The South Wales Daily News 

(below) 

 

 

 

 

With no time to rest The Evening Express then 

published the team selection for the next game at 

home to Maesteg, 29th December 1899.  

 

 

 

 

Followed by another win on Boxing Day 

from The South Wales Daily News, 27th 

December 1899 (below).
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1900 

 

 

 

 

The next team selection was for the home 

match against Old Monktonians, 5th January 

1900 The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

On 12th January 1900 the team selection for 

an away game at Pill Harriers was published 

in The Evening Express 

 

 

 

The Pillgwenlly game was a tough one, 

going down comprehensively, 13th January 

1900, The Evening Express. 

 

Meanwhile The South Wales Echo posted 

an advert for 2nd team games 

 

 

 

 

 

Our other village team, Whitchurch 

Crescents, didn’t come out of this too well, 

showing just how ambiguous some of the 

regulations are for local league games, 16th 

January 1900 The Evening Express 
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There’s has been a change of fortunes since the 

start of the millennium, here’s another difficult 

afternoon at Tondu, 20th January 1900, The 

Evening Express. 
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Here’s the one the local supporters have been 

waiting for, a day out in Cardiff. The Whitchurch 

team selection, 2nd February 1900 The Evening 

Express 

 

The match report was published in The Evening 

Express on 3rd February 1900 and a tight game 

it was too at The Arms Park. 

 

 

The next match was a home game against old 

rivals Old Monktonians, the teams being 

published in The Evening Express on 9th 

February 1900 
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On 23rd February 1900 The Evening Express 

published the teams for the home match against 

Old Monktonians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the fixture schedule this would have been a 

tough game, the final result though showed a 

fairly dominant display by Whitchurch, 12th March 

1900, The South Wales Daily News  

On 26th February 1900 this write up appeared in 

The South Wales Daily News (below) 
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Here’s a write up from an away game at 

Bridgend, 26th March 1900, The South 

Wales Daily News 
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Towards the end of the season, the team for an 

away match at Pontyclun was published in The 

Evening express, 6th April 1900. 

It was a tight game too, The Evening Express, 7th 

April 1900 (below and right). 

 

 

The Easter tour that year saw three Chard 

brothers, Jack, Peter and Samuel, playing for 

Whitchurch at Chard (Somerset). The other 

brother, James, who had also played for 

Whitchurch, was clearly unavailable, The Evening 

Express 12th April 1900  

 

Then straight back into it at home 

against St Andrew’s, The Evening 

Express, 14th April 1900. (left) 
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Another seasons end attraction for local 

supporters was this representative match 

against a select Cardiff XV, 20th April 1900, 

The Evening Express 

The result being shown inThe Evening 

Express on 23rd April 1900 (below) 

 

 

In what was probably a season’s finale this 

was the Whitchurch team picked to play 

against Taffs Well, published in The Evening 

Express, 27th April 1900. 

 

 

 

This is how it went, 30th April 1900, The South 

Wales Daily News 

 

 

 

 

So, while players are just thinking of starting 

training again the 1900 AGM was held once 

again at The Fox and Hounds, 17th July 1900, 

The South Wales Daily News.  



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  132 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

So here’s an interesting prelude to the season, 

The South Wales Daily News, 3rd September 

1900. Such was the interest that Whitchurch 

required a trial for player selection, it also 

seems that the 2nd XV that we read about 

years earlier had been disbanded and now 

there was sufficient interest to bring it back. 

The prospects for the season ahead looked 

good.  

 

 

5th September 1900, The South Wales Daily 

News. If you fancied a trial with Cardiff this 

was your chance, alternatively, just below, the 

Grand Football Match might be more 

attractive, 4d (pence) admission.  

 

The team sheet for the ‘grand’ match was 

published in The Evening Express on 7th 

September 1900 with some superstars in the 

Cardiff side. On 11th September 1900 the 

paper’s sports columnist gave an after match 

review of the Cardiff side. 
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Transport difficulties almost stopped us in our 

tracks for this one, but GWR laid on a special for 

an away match at Crumlin, not the best way to 

start a game, 17th September 1900, The South 

Wales Daily News 

 

 

 

 

 

An early season commentary came from the 

sports columnist of The Evening Express who 

seemed happy to have Gloucester teams hosting 

those from South Wales, 18th September 1900. 
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On 1st October 1900 The South Wales Daily 

News published this short update on the Taffs 

Well game. 

 

 

Another train ride for the club, the team for an 

away game at Tondu, 5th October 1900, The 

Evening Express 

 

 

 

Presumably, these games were for the 1sts and 

one for the 2nds, 15th October 1900, The South 

Wales Daily News (right) 

On 22nd October 1900 The South Wales Daily 

News published the score for the home match 

against Penylan (below) 

 

 

 

On 26th October 1900 this team was published 

in The Evening Express for the home game 

against St Andrew’s 
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The report on the St Andrew’s match was 

published in The Evening Express on 27th 

October 1900. 
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This would seem to have been 

considered to be a Whitchurch win having 

scored the only ‘goal’, an away game at 

Chepstow,  5th November 1900, The 

South Wales Daily News. 

 

 

Having lost track of a Whitchurch 2nd 

team we now have a team sheet for an 

away match against Llandaff (2nds), a 

measure of the club’s development at 

that time. The Evening Express 9th 

November 1900. 

 

Meanwhile the newspaper showed that 

the1sts were home to Grange Stars... 

It ended, Whitchurch 2 Tries; Grange, 1 

Goal, but the papers stating that 

Whitchurch won “by the narrow margin of 

a goal to a try”. 

 

 

... and another village team, Whitchurch 

Crescents were home to Cardiff 

Crescents 

 

 

 

On 16th November 1900 The Evening 

Express published the Whitchurch team 

for a home match against Lydney 

At Llandaff Fields results showed Canton Quins, 2 Tries; Whitchurch Reserves, nil – 17th 

December 1900 The Evening Express 
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24th November 1900, The Evening Express 

published this brief report on the home game 

against Roath 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Evening Express sports columnist 

reviewed the fortunes of Roath and Grange, 

but, Whitchurch had a creditable mention, 

27th November 1900. 

 

 

 

 

 

Then on 30th November 1900 The Evening 

Express published the team selection fopr the 

match against Mackintosh 
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On 1st December 1900 The Evening 

Express published a match report for the 

game against Mackintosh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next game was at Pontymister, the 

team selections published in The Evening 

Express on 7th December 1900 

 

 

 

It was a tough day too, the home side just 

sealing a win at the end, The South Wales 

Daily News 10th December 1900. 
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A busy time for the club, a 2nd team match 

being scheduled at Llandaff Fields against 

Canton Harlequins, the teams being published 

in The Evening Express, 15th December 1900. 

 

Throughout this, if you ever thought of what 

revenue might have been taken at ‘the gate’ 

this valuable little snippet reveals a lot, 15th 

December 1900, The Evening Express  (right) 

(£1 20p in today’s money) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is what the load was over Christmas 

1900, The Evening Express 21st December 

1900. 

He needed a rest anyhow, reported by the 

referee in a game against Mackintosh, just in 

time for Christmas, 21st December 1900, 

The Evening Express. 
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Here’s a report on the Cardiff Reserves 

match played at The Arms Park, 22nd 

December 1900, The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

 

A few days later this report on 27th 

December 1900 was printed on the Boxing 

Day, Bridgend match  (below) 

 

 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  141 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

 

 

So, it was another demanding season and a welcome to the 20th century for the club. It wasn’t as 

successful as the previous season, but as you have witnessed it was intense and demanding. 

  

 

 

 

Finally, after all the exertions, the end of year 

party took its toll, 31st December 1900, The 

South Wales Daily News 
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1901 

 

 

 

 

 

  

It’s the New Year and one of the early 

games was this one home to Penylan, the 

teams being published in The Evening 

Express, 11th January 1901 

 

 

 

Whitchurch Crescents are still going strong, 

The Evening Express published the team 

selections for their away match with Cardiff 

Crescents, 11th January 1901 

 

 

 

Here again, there was more evidence of 

collaboration between local teams, evidently 

the Whitchurch/Penylan match didn’t 

happen for some reason and the club ‘lent’ 

their ground to the Crescents for their match 

and it went well too. The Evening Express, 

12th January 1901 

 

 

 

 

The Evening Express published the team 

selected for the home match with Chepstow 

St Mary’s, 18th January 1901 

...at the same time printing the score from a 

previous match Whitchurch, 3 Goals, 4 

Tries; Old Monktonians, nil. 

 
The Chepstow match ending up: Whitchurch, 

1 Goal, 3 Tries; Chepstow St. Mary’s, nil 
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Towards the end of January 1901 the entire country was ‘holding their breath’, the monarch at that 

time, Queen Victoria, was not in good health and things were about to change. 

 

  

On 30th January 1901 The Evening 

Express published this update for 

Whitchurch but summing up the 

mood of the entire country. 

 

Out of respect for the monarch all 

sports matches scheduled for this 

period were cancelled. 
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A St David’s Day issue of The Evening 

Express had the team selections for Canton 

game at Whitchurch, 1st March 1901 

The final score here was Whitchurch, 1 Try; 

Canton, nil. 

The Evening Express published the team 

selections for the Whitchurch away match at 

Penarth, 8th February 1901 

The final score here was Whitchurch, 1 Try; 

Canton, nil. 

We’ve seen some of the logistical issues that 

teams faced when travelling at these times, 

here’s one that would have caused a lot of 

frustration, The Evening Express, 9th  March 

1901 

 

The Evening Express published the team 

selected for the Whitchurch away match at 

Taffs Well, 22nd February 1901 

 

The Evening Express published the team 

selected for the home match with Bridgend, 

22nd March 1901 
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The Evening Express provided the team 

selection for Whitchurch 2nd team fixtures for 

what seems to be the Easter period since 3 

games are mentioned. It seems that matches 

are to be played on Good Friday, the Saturday 

and (Easter) Monday, 4th April 1901 

You’ll notice that Peter Chard has been playing 

regularly for Whitchurch 1sts, occasionally in 

partnership with his younger brother Jack 

(John) Chard, at the same time these men were 

also playing for Llandaff Yard, their home club 

and this cutting also show a representative 

match between a select Peter Chard XV and a 

Mr Goodfellow’s team. 

 

Whitchurch followed up with a Past vs Present 

match, the team sheets looking like this, giving 

us a good idea who was representing the club 

back then, The Evening Express, 19th April 1901 

 

The Evening Express published this report 

for the home game against Old 

Monktonians, Whitchurch having changed 

half the team for the match. 30th March 

1901. 
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The Evening Express published the team 

selections for the away game at Mountain 

Ash, 3rd May 1901 

The Evening Express published the team 

selections for the 1st team home game with 

Chepstow St. Mary’s, 4th April 1901, an 

Easter fixture 

The Evening Express published the final score for matches on 6th April among them being 

“Whitchurch Reserves, 2 Goals, 1 Try; Canton Villa, 1 Try” 

While 2nds were having a busy time of it, 

The Evening Express published the final 

score for a 1st team match on 9th April 

against Lydney 
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5th October 1901, The Evening Express showed the final score for the Whitchurch, Penylan 

game as Whitchurch, one Goal and four Tries; Penylan, nil. 

On 24th October 1901, The Evening Express showed the final score for the Whitchurch vs  

Cardiff Wharton match as Cardiff Wharton 2 Goals, 2 Tries; Whitchurch, one Goal  

16th September 1901, The Evening Express showed the final score for the Whitchurch, 

Llanishen game as Whitchurch, 3 Goals and 9 Tries; Llanishen, nil. 

23rd September 1901, The Evening Express showed the final score for the Whitchurch, 

Mountain Ash game: Mountain Ash 2 Goals, 3 Tries and 4 Minors to Whitchurch, 1 Try. 

Thomas got a mention on 28th September 1901, The Evening Express 

 
 

Results on 30th September showed Whitchurch 2 Goals; Tondu, nil. 

 

 

On 26th October 1901 a rare match report 

from The Evening Express, this time away 

at Chepstow St Mary’s,   
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The Evening Express had the team 

selections for Dinas Powys game at 

Whitchurch, 1st November 1901 

 

 

 

The Barry Dock News published a report on 

this match on 8th November 1901 

The Evening Express opted to publish a local 

man’s summary of the game, 9th November 

1901 (below) 

 

 
 

 

 

On 28th October 1901, The Evening Express showed the final score for the Whitchurch vs  

Chepstow St Mary’s Whitchurch, nil;  Chepstow St Mary’s 2 Goals 
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The Barry Dock News took justifiable 

delight in publishing an account of their 

team’s away win at Whitchurch, 15th 

November 1901 

The Evening Express published the teams 

for the Whitchurch away game at Caerphilly 

on 8th November 1901, players advised to 

get on the 2pm bus to get to Llanishen 

station. We have to assume that these 

instructions are also communicated in other 

ways other than to take a chance on a player 

getting hold of the newspaper.  

 

 

 

 

This one went against us though, Caerphilly, 

1 Goal, 2 Tries; Whitchurch, 1 Try (Travel 

sickness!) 

Perhaps, communication didn’t get through 

after all, The Evening Express, 16th 

November 1901.  
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Making assumptions here that Whitchurch 

Crescents have changed their name to 

Whitchurch United, this team selection for the 

Roath Crescents vs Whitchurch ‘United’ 

match was published in The Evening express 

on 22nd November 1901. If not Crescents 

then we have another team in the village. 

 

 

Also getting more press coverage in The 

Evening express on 29th November 1901, but 

no player names. 

 

 

 

On 30th November The Evening Express 

published a report on this representative 

match dominated by Whitchurch. 
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The Evening Express had the team 

selections for a home game against 

Machen, 6th December 1901 

 

 

 

 

Here the Llandaff Yard collaboration is plain 

to see, this cutting was from The Evening 

Express on 7th December 1901 

 

 

 

 

As the Christmas period approached 

Whitchurch played Taffs Well at home, The 

Evening Express on 14th December 1901 
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On 27th December 1901 The Evening Express showed this result: Whitchurch 3 Goals, 3 Tries; 

Roath, nil. 

 

 
 

Oddly, the press coverage through 1901 was far less than in previous years. It could be a case of the 

research being limited by what is available at this time, or, it could be a reflection of the level of 

interest taken by the various newspapers, one thing that does stand out though is that most if not all 

the available material is from The Evening Express and that tends to suggest that other newspapers 

have yet to be archived.  

On 24th December 1901 The Evening 

Express published the teams for a 

Christmas Day match at home to Gabalfa 

Quins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was a time when Gwyn Nicholls the 

Cardiff and Wales superstar planned to hang 

up his boots and on 28th December 1901 

The Evening Express published these 

comments. (We’ll leave the bit in about the 

press conditions). 

 

 

 

Potentially leading to another player loss for 

Whitchurch. 
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1902 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

On 4th January 1902 things seemed to look 

promising for Whitchurch if this update is 

anything to go by, The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

On 10th January the newspaper published the 

teams... 

Here’s how it went, 11th January 1902, The 

Evening Express 
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On 10th February 1902 among the scores, was Whitchurch, nil; Gabalfa, nil.  

 

Looks like Gabalfa Quins felt justifiably 

pleased with their efforts, 15th February 1902, 

The Evening Express 

This speaks volumes, even though we 

don’t get the reports on games to tell us 

as much, the club has had a good home 

record so far this season. The Evening 

Express, 18th January 1902 

Here we have a write up on the home 

game against Old Monktonians from The 

Evening express on 25th January 1902 
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On 3rd March the score line Belle Vue, nil: Whitchurch, 2 Goals, 1 Try was published. 

 

 

 

 

 

On 1st March 1902 The Evening Express 

sports columnist provided this update on 

local rugby which included this piece on 

Whitchurch who were due to play Bridgend 

and a little dig at people ‘sneaking in’..... 

whoever would think of doing such a thing?   

One of the attractions on the fixture list was 

this one with Cardiff Reserves, the teams 

being published in The Evening Express on 

7th March 1902 

This seems to be a measure of the status that 

Whitchurch Rugby Club was held at that time, 

a salute to a player from a local club who was 

selected for Whitchurch, The Evening 

Express 8th March 1902  

 

 

 

 

This cutting tells us a bit more about the 

Cardiff Reserves match at home, but it also 

tells us that Whitchurch has been lacking a 

No.10 

15th March 1902, The Evening Express 
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The Whitchurch team for the home game 

against Ystrad Stars was published in 

The Evening Express on 21st March 1902 

The final score here was: 

Whitchurch 1Goal, 1 Try; Ystrad, 1 Try 

 

 

 

The fixture secretary was having a tough 

time and even the papers were 

sympathetic, 22nd March 1902, The 

Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A match summary of the Ystrad Stars 

game was published in The Evening 

Express on 29th March 1902 
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On 7th April this score line was published: Whitchurch 1 Try; Llandaff Yard, 1 Goal, 1 Try 

 

 

 

 

The player drain goes on, 2nd August 

1902. The Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

£15 or £50 ?  The Evening Express 26th 

August 1902 

 

 

 

No strangers to The Arms Park, Whitchurch 

were in the semi finals of the ‘Welsh Union 

Cup’ selecting this team against Cynon 

Stars, The Evening Express 11th April 1902 
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A very bland statement was published on 6th 

September 1902 in The Evening Express under 

the heading ‘Whitchurch’ following a short update 

on a Whitchurch cricket match – “Today football 

begins, the Rugby fifteen taking a preliminary 

canter against a local fifteen”. 

On the 12th September 1902 this team (right) 

was selected, whether it’s the ‘local fifteen’, 

mentioned above, or not, who knows? The 

Evening Express 

 

 

 

Perhaps it was..... 13th September 1902, The 

Evening Express, but against 18 men?? 

 

 

The Whitchurch fixture list for season 1902 

/ 03 was published in The Evening express 

on 18th August 1902. It looked like 

this........ 
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It seems to help having 18 players , on 15th September 1902 The Evening Express printed the final 

scores showing.....Mr. Fred Williams’s Team, two goals, four tries; Whitchurch, nil. 

 

 

 

It seems that Gwyn Nicholls didn’t hang his boots 

up after all according to this and after this ‘Practice 

match’, Cardiff 2nds were scheduled to play 

against Whitchurch, 16th September 1902, The 

Evening Express, the teams being published on 

19th September 1902 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

20th September 1902, The Evening Express was a 

bit more scathing...... 
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On 6th October, final scores showed: Whitchurch, 1 Try; Mackintosh, 1 Try. 

.....and Whitchurch Crescents, 2 Goals; Llanishen and Lisvane United, 2 Tries. 

 

On 20th October final scores showed Whitchurch, 1 Goal (dropped); Cardiff Romilly 1 Try 

 

 

  

On 3rd October 1902 The Evening Express 

published the Crescents team selection for 

their away game with ‘Lisvane and District’. 

It’s all about the ‘Crescents’, this team selection 

for the game at Tongwynlais was published in 

The Evening Express 

Here’s a bit of extra information if you didn’t 

know who “Mr. F. Williams” was and why the 

score line looked a bit bleak....20th September 

1902, The Evening Express 

On 24th October 1902, The Evening 

express published the team for the 

home match against Old Monktonians 

The next against Blaina at home, 26th September 

1902, The Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

The sports columnist of The Evening Express 

opted to give an opinion, 27th September 1902 
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1st November 1902 The Evening Express 

passed comment on Old Monktonians after 

their game with Whitchurch perhaps suggesting 

that their fortunes had declined of late. 

 

 

 

 

 

At the same time the newspaper published this 

little report on the ‘Crescents’ local derby with 

Llandaff Yard, but was it a ‘youth’ game 

(juniors?). 

 

 

 

 

The suggestion here is that Whitchurch are still 

running more than one team and it seems this 

was a successful weekend, a ‘keen’ match 

against Gabalfa to follow. The Evening Express 

8th November 1902 
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1st December 1902 The Evening Express showed the scoreline: Llandaff Yard, nil; Whitchurch, 

nil.  (and  Whitchurch Crescents, 1 Try;  Llanishen and Lisvane 1 Try). 

 

 

The Whitchurch team for the home match 

against Cardiff Romilly was published in 

The Evening Express on 5th December 

1902 

On 22nd November there’s more on the 

Whitchurch Crescents, The Evening Express 

 

 

 

Well, this would have put a dampener on 

things, not even one man and his dog, The 

Evening Express, 29th November 1902 

 

 

A Christmas fixture away at Caerphilly was 

a struggle for both teams, 27th December 

1902 The Evening Express 
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As you will have noticed, once again the club has had less exposure from the newspapers. Over the 

next few years coverage and publicity becomes less and less. There’s plenty more to come however. 

1903 

3rd January 1903 The Evening Express  (at the time of research digital archives had access issues 

however there was a way of getting text from the newspaper reports): 

WHITCHURCH.  Whitchurch did exceedingly well over the holidays. In the three games in which 

they participated they kept their lines intact, and bearing in mind the great low incurred through the 

absence of their able full back, Frank Boothby, this speaks well for their defence. The sweets of 

victory fell to their lot on two occasions versus Tongwynlais and Llandaff Yard and they were 

thoroughly enjoyed, especially on the latter occasion.  

The draw made with Caerphilly on the latter's own ground was a splendid performance. The Castle 

boys were at full strength, but the one little try which their supporters so ardently called for was not 

forthcoming.  

Whitchurch Crescent lost their ground record on Saturday, going under to Caerphilly United. The 

United were the heavier side, but the Crescent were distinctly unlucky. Twice they registered, 

apparently, for scores which were not allowed. 

 

LLANDAFF YARD.   The game between Whitchurch and Llandaff Yard on Boxing Day, on the 

former's ground, was a very spirited contest, each side playing for all they were worth, and it looked at 

one time as if the result would be the same as the previous encounter-a draw. No doubt, it would 

have been had Whitchurch not had the able assistance of J. L. Williams of Newport, who scored the 

only try of the match. The Whitchurch forwards, being much heavier than their opponents, controlled 

the; scrimmages in fine style, but in the open they were outclassed, as the cross-dribbling of the 

Llandaff Yard forwards was the feature of the match. 

 

 

 

 

  

The Cardiff Reserve match was high on the 

agenda and there seemed to be confidence 

that it would remain on the fixture list, 24th 

January 1903. 

The cutting also tells how much the history 

and heritage of sport has declined in our 

village in over 120 years, once being hosts 

to a number of sports and a number of 

teams, some existing sports still under 

threat. 

 

On 30th January 1903 The Barry Dock News 

published this ‘snippet’. 
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13th February 1903 The Evening Express 

published the Whitchurch team for the home 

match against Caerphilly 

 

 

An update on the Caerphilly match was provided a 

week later in The Evening Express on 21st 

February 1903 

 

 

 

 

A lengthy report was published in The Evening 

Express on 26th February 1903. In fairness and 

credit to both sides, it was a match dedicated to 

local Whitchurch policeman Dai Evans. 

The paper publishing more on this game on 28th 

February. 
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7th March 1903 The Evening Express, 

Whitchurch overcame ol rivals Old 

Monktonians, the report also updating on 

the Crescents and lo and behold we have 

another Whitchurch team making their 

debut, Whitchurch Nomads. 

Caught out for playing a couple of ‘ringers’. 

8th April 1903 The Evening Express. 

Here we have a record of both village 

teams, 20th March 1903 The Evening 

Express, Whitchurch Crescents home to 

Canton Rovers and Whitchurch home to 

Penylan. 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  166 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd May 1903 the Whitchurch 

Crescents took the plaudits in The 

Evening Express finishing the season 

with a decent record. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two team selections published on 9th April 

1903 in The Evening Express, a match with 

Cowbridge and another with Gabalfa, most 

likely an Easter period. 



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Rugby  
 

2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Acknowledgements to: National Library of Wales  167 
 Newspaper Archives  
 

Well, what do you make of this? It’s great to see the full results table for season 1902 – 03 and very 

successful it was too, but the second sentence of the report puts a different complexion on things, 9th 

May 1903, The Evening Express... A sign of things to come perhaps? 
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The 1903 AGM was covered by The Evening 

Express on 4th August. Some new faces 

elected as ‘officials’ and a small debt to keep 

an eye on. 

An early season call up for two Whitchurch men, 

The Evening Express on 8th September 1903. 

There was a lot of optimism for the village sports 

teams during the summer, 25th July 1903, The 

Evening Express 
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The Evening Express on 11th September 

1903 showed the Whitchurch team selection 

for the match against Llanishen and Lisvane 

United. 

The Evening Express on 15th September 1903 

showed the Cardiff team for the match against 

Whitchurch telling us that this fixture is still firmly 

on the calendar. 

Both teams then being shown on 18th 

September. 

 

 

 

(Right) A useful early season update on the 

Whitchurch side and the ongoing link with 

Cardiff, fostered by the conveyor belt of talent 

leaving the village for elite rugby. 19th September 

1903. The Evening Express 
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By now you might have noticed that Whitchurch played Llandaff Yard, 3 times / season and had done 

so for some years. This was a local derby highlight and considered to be a ‘bit of an earner’ when it 

came to gate money, too good to turn down, essential for both sides to help ‘balance the books’. 

  

In order for you to plan your season the 

Whitchurch fixture list was published in 

The Evening express on 19th September 

1903 (right). Start saving and tell your 

Mam. 
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On 9th November, final scores showed:  Bridgend, 1 Goal, 3 Tries; Whitchurch, 2 Minors. 

 

On 16th November 1903 final scores showed:  Whitchurch, 1 Try; Dinas Powis, 2 Tries. 

The Cowbridge match was covered briefly by 

The Evening Express on 7th November 1903. 

Evidently Whitchurch have been doing well 

so far this season conceding their first try. 

Some new faces in the line up too. 

The Evening Express on 14th November 

1903 was generous in its praise on 

recent matches, but here we find out that 

the club now has a junior side 

(schoolboys). Credit too, to the Nomads 

who seemed to be doing well. 

Whitchurch showing a bit of early season 

form earning a creditable draw against 

Cardiff Reserves, 26th September 1903 

The Evening Express 
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Dynas Powys took a hit in The 

Evening Express on 4th December 

1903. We are left to wonder what 

happened. 

The Evening Express on 18th 

December 1903 published the teams 

for the away match at Cilfynydd and 

lo and behold, Peter Chard back in 

the mix. 

Wonder no more, the details were 

found.....(a little out of synch date 

wise), this earlier report was 

published in  The Evening Express 

on 21st November 1903.  

The Evening Express on 27th 

November 1903 published the 

Whitchurch team for the derby game 

against Llandaff Yard 
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A rare match report, 26th December 

1903, The Evening Express, the 

reporter couldn’t help but notice the 

effects of Christmas. 
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1904 

 

 

 

  

The Barry Dock News didn’t hesitate to kick 

the new year off with the Barry Unites 2nds 

match against Whitchurch Nomads, 1st 

January 1904 

 

 

The Evening Express 2nd January 1904 

summarised the Christmas of 1903 with this 

brief account of the holiday festivities, a 

match on Christmas morning against 

Mackintosh. 

One interesting aspect of this is the mention 

of an up and coming player by the name of J. 

L. Williams who had selected for Cardiff 2nds 

(remember the name). 

The Evening Express was busy on 9th January 

1904 with updates on Whitchurch teams, the 

Whitchurch 1sts match was called off, away at 

Dinas Powis due to frost, while Whitchurch 

Crescents match didn’t happen, meanwhile, 

Whitchurch Nomads played on Whitchurch’s 

home ground. 
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Things didn’t seem to be going too well later for Whitchurch Crescents though, on 13th January 1904 

The Evening Express published a summary of the Cardiff and District Union weekly meeting in which 

various club issues were dealt with amongst it being the following statement “St Mary’s claimed two 

points through the failure of Whitchurch Crescents to raise a team”, this being granted. 

 

 

 

The sports page printed the league table for 

the Cardiff and District clubs with Whitchurch 

Crescents and Whitchurch Nomads figuring 

prominently 

Whitchurch still producing the goods, players 

exercising their desire to earn a wage. The 

Evening Express 20th January 1904. 
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The Whitchurch teams still holding their own in 

the District league table, not too much movement 

within the divisions, 23rd January 1904 The 

Evening Express (right) 

 

The paper also giving Whitchurch some faint 

praise for a win against Old Monktonians (below). 

 

 

 

 

The paper also publishing a brief account of a 

Whitchurch away fixture at Newport 2nds (right) 
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On the 15th February 1904 The Evening Express printed the score Bridgend 1 Goal, 2 Tries; 

Whitchurch, nil. 

A little more on the Newport match telling us 

that Whitchurch had a slightly weakened 

team on the day. 

30th January 1904 The Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

Busy times..... 

 

A ‘fairly interesting’ game against Pontypool 

with Whitchurch being praised for having “a 

splendid lot of forwards” ......yes against 

Pontypool. This one needs framing. 
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On the 5th March 1904 The Aberdare Leader was looking forward to hosting Whitchurch at the Athletic 

Ground -  “This should prove a very interesting game if the visitors show anything like their recent 

form”.  

 

On 19th February 1904 in The Evening 

Express we are rewarded for our patience 

with a rare team selection at home to 

Llanishen and Lisvane..... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A tight game against an emerging Llanishen 

and Lisvane team, 27th February 1904 The 

Evening Express 

Well, it had to happen, just not the right 

spirit. 26th March 1904 The Evening 

Express 
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Encouraging signs on the progress the club is 

making from this cutting on the 1904 AGM. 27th 

June 1904 The Evening Express. 

Evidently the treasurer was a happy man, a 

good fixture list to look forward to and the club 

pondering on whether or not to join the Cardiff 

and District Union.  

There’s no hiding from this, a mixed, 

confused even, review, nothing more to 

say. 

30th April 1904 The Evening Express  
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Here’s a valuable record for 

the time, the 1904 – 05 

fixture list, leaving us with 

no doubt as to the tough 

task ahead and the level of 

opposition the club is 

competing with. 

The Evening Express 20th 

August 1904. 

Imagine what that would be 

like today. 
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At the beginning of season 1903 – 04, things 

looked rosy, a decent trial between the two 

sides but it seems some players have moved 

on and the three quarters are short in 

numbers. The Evening Express 3rd 

September 1904 

 

 

 

Not the best way to start the season, but 

plenty of time left, 3rd September 1904, The 

Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

In a wider context, just as an aside, 

Whitchurch was a very busy place sports 

wise, from the same newspaper........ 

 

 

 

A difficult start to the season followed 

beginning with a match at Aberdare. 17th 

September 1904 The Evening Express 
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On the 1st November 1904 in the small print was this result “Whitchurch Schoolboys, 2 tries; St 

Peter’s Schoolboys, 1 try. (The Evening Express). A little morsel that not just tells us a score but that 

schoolboy rugby was flourishing and our schoolboys were represented. 

On the 5th November The County Observer showed this score line: “Newport 2nds 1 try; Whitchurch, 

nil”. 

 
 

Another interesting score line if only to tell us the standard of opposition the Whitchurch team were 

playing against was this one: Swansea 2nds 19 points; Whitchurch 6 – 14th November 1904 The 

Evening Express and in the Schools league: Grangetown 3 tries; Whitchurch, nil. Another score read: 

Whitchurch Nomads, 1 try; Splott Thistles, 0. 

The 21st November 1904 saw Whitchurch beat Mackintosh by 1 Goal to nil. (Rugby Result) and on the 

28th draw nil nil with Bedwas. 

  

The Evening Express paid it more 

attention with this brief on 5th November 

1904 

 

 

 

Followed by a rare report in the same paper 

away at Blaina. 
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3rd Dec 1904 The Evening Express.....”WHITCHURCH. were expected to win comfortably in their 

match against Bedwas, but the visitors proved much stronger than anticipated, and the margin at the 

finish, was only a try in favour of the homesters. The homesters showed a lack of training, and it is 

almost inexplicable why they do not pay more attention to practice, seeing they have the advantage of 

the advice of such a practical hand as Tom Dobson, the old Welsh international, who is prepared to 

meet them at headquarters at any time”. 

On the 5th December 1904 the results of the previous Saturdays fixtures showed the score line 

Treorky [sic], 3 points; Whitchurch, nil and on the same day (The Evening Express), in the Welsh 

team trial match, Probables, 30 points; Possibles, 5 points (remember those?) and it looks like points 

have started to replace the try and goal count. That said, the same paper showed the score line for 

Schools Rugby....Court Road, 1 try; Whitchurch, 1 try. 

 

On 12th December the rugby results showed Tredegar 4 tries; Whitchurch, 1 try...another line read: 

Whitchurch Juniors, 0; St Barnabas, 0 and school results showed: Grangetown, 3 Tries; Whitchurch, 

nil. 

A bit of a form guide from The Evening 

Express on 10th December 1904, 

Whitchurch Nomads earning 

respectability while Whitchurch made 

Treorchy go all the way despite a 

depleted team. 
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The 27th December 1904 saw the result Whitchurch 6 points; Aberavon Stars, nil. 

On the face of it it’s another successful year for the club, a set of mixed results but they were up 

against some top opposition. Coverage of matches in the newspapers has declined year on year and 

part of this is due to the ever increasing interest in other sports and that in itself would have reduced 

the page space available. Interest in football (soccer) is on the rise.  

  

 

We’ll put this cutting in from The Evening 

Express on 17th December 1904 because it 

shows us the up and coming talent and the 

strength of the game here at the time. One 

name to look out for here is young Frederick 

Potter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tredegar took the honours in The Evening 

Express on 17th December 1904  
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1905 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a comment on the development 

of local talent, or lack of it in this case. 

Rugby in Whitchurch has come on in 

leaps and bounds for 2 decades, but 

things have started to creak. 18th March 

1905, The Evening Express. 

It looks like nothing came of the possibility of 

Whitchurch joining the league system of the 

Cardiff and District Union, 22nd February 

1905, The Evening Express 

The opinion of Whitchurch people was 

clearly valued by The Evening Express 

on 3rd February 1905 on the eve of the 

Wales vs Scotland match. 
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The Evening Express 15th April 1905, it 

seems that local talent had started to dry 

up, the conveyor belt was damaged, 

performances were not up to 

expectation, develop the youngsters.  

The Evening Express 29th April 1905, 

tells us that Whitchurch  Nomads and 

Whitchurch Y.M.C.A. are still competing, 

this time in what seems to have been a 

regular Easter fixture.  

The Evening Express 22nd April 1905 

also emphasised the drop off in playing 

ability, crying out for the days of past 

times.  
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Some optimism on show for season 

1905 – 06, The Evening Express 9th 

September 1905, and some players are 

still ‘going north’. 

The 1905 AGM was printed in The 

Evening Express on 21st August 1905, 

The Fox and Hounds remaining as the 

club’s home. 
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On 23rd October 1905 one of the final score lines was Whitchurch, 1 dropped goal; Caerphilly, nil. 

There was a few articles on Whitchurch 

in The Evening Express on 7th October 

1905....... 

This one asking where local players had 

gone..... 

 

 

 

A separate article then publishing the 

Cardiff Boys team for their match 

against Pontypridd and as if scripted, 3 

Whitchurch boys appear in it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite going down to 13 men 

Whitchurch just edged home against 

Old Monktonians. 

 

 

 

 

 

On 14th October 1905 The Evening 

Express continued with their praise. 
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In a local article on “FOOTBALL LEADERS” The Evening Express, on 9th December 1905, published 

pen portraits of some of the players coming to the for. Among them being Whitchurch lads, Norman 

Jones and Fred Potter.... 

   

Grangetown on the march, 4th November 

1905, The Evening Express 

On the 18th November 1905, The Evening 

Express published a full match report on the 

Cardiff vs Newport match, you might remember J. 

L. Williams being mentioned earlier, here he 

scored one of the tries. More on J. L. Williams 

later. 
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The Evening Express reported on the 

Whitchurch home game vs Newport 

2nds, Whitchurch coming off second 

best. 18th November 1905 

On the face of it this looks like a decent 

result under the circumstances, 23rd 

December 1905, The Evening Express 
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1906 

There’s a noticeable absence of reporting records available for any on, or, off field activities for 

Whitchurch Rugby Club for the first few weeks of 1906 and things become a bit ‘nebular’. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s one that is not directly associated with 

the Whitchurch club but the village itself and 

its connection with the Cory family, the 

matches having been played at Whitchurch. 

The Evening Express 10th March 1906. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potter showing his class, 17th March 1906, 

The Evening Express. 
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The Whitchurch ground is getting well 

used providing an attractive venue for 

others, 24th March 1906, The Evening 

Express 

 

 

 

 

2nd April 1906, The Evening express, a 

comfortable win for Whitchurch at home to 

Victoria Penarth aided and abetted by our 

Welsh international cap ‘Potter’. 

 

 

One for the purists, who would have 

known that Whitchurch was considered to 

have been the chosen venue, as a neutral 

ground, for one of the top competitions, 

the Mallett Cup semi final? The Evening 

Express 12th April 1906. 

Another game followed this between 

Cardiff Quins and Northern 

1906 Cardiff Romilly beat Mackintosh in 

the final 3 - 0 
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The Evening Express 22nd Sept 1906 “OLD MONKTONIANS RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB. This 
oldest old-boys team in Cardiff have this season secured the Whitchurch Rugby ground. This 
afternoon a large number of players turned out to practice, and some good talent was revealed. A 
very successful season is expected”.   

 

11th September 1906 and the 

announcement of the forthcoming Cardiff 

trial in The Evening Express, with two 

Whitchurch men in the reserves line up. 

Something is going wrong, 22nd September 1906 

The Evening Express. What’s happening? 

From the description it seems that the recreation 

ground mentioned might be just off Velindre 

Road and the fire station nearby at the corner of 

Heol Don, many older heads will remember the 

fire station there. Whitchurch Library was built in 

1904, Whitchurch Hospital, opened in 1908 with 

planning and construction going on at this time. 
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Didn’t see this coming, “trouble at mill” - 

20th October 1906 The Evening Express. 

Difficulties arising and Treorchy having 

their own problems. 20th October 1906 The 

Evening Express 

Junior rugby still going strong, but no oval 

ball in sight, 22nd October 1906 The 

Evening Express. 
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23rd November 1906 The Evening Express 

showed the team selections for the Cardiff 

vs Bridgend ‘Inter Town’ match with N. 

Jones; W. Welsh and F. Potter all of 

Whitchurch, selected for Cardiff. Fred Potter 

positioned at scrum half, Jones and Welsh 

at centre. 

At the moment things are confusing, the 

omens for Whitchurch over the last few 

months have not looked good, but it’s 

difficult to understand whether this is a 

junior match or a first XV 27th October 

1906 The Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As if the emphasise the point we then 

have this............. 

27th October 1906 – The County Observer 

and Monmouthsire Central Advertiser 

Old Monks playing a home game at 

Whitchurch 
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The writing seems to be on the wall by the end of 1906. Very little material became available during 

research and what there is bears little resemblance to the once thriving, active club we’ve been 

reading about up until now.  

24th December 1906 The Evening Express 

showed the team selections for a ‘Junior’ 

match against Ponty. 

 

 

 

 

Then, ‘out of the blue’, this result turns up, 

26th December 1906 The Evening Express. 

Things are not quite what they seem. 
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1907 

The early records show some references to junior Whitchurch rugby and the Cardiff and District 

Schools League ‘Senior’ Division (e.g. Ste Peter’s v Whitchurch, 25th January and Court Road v 

Whitchurch at Sophia Gardens 1st Feb 1907) 

 

 

 

 

So, to all intents and purposes we are back up and running......... 

7th September 1907 The Evening Express 

 
  

Having assumed with uncertainty and suspicion, 

The Evening Express 5th August 1907, 

published this little snippet which tends to clear 

things up and confirms what we had already 

suspected. 

Mr ‘Wonnocott’, mentioned, was landlord of The 

Fox and Hounds and it seems likely that the 

ground, also mentioned, was the one directly 

behind the pub. 

A schoolboy match clearly stated, 9th March 

1907, The Evening Express. 
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One of the fixtures published on 11th October 1907 was Whitchurch vs Pencoed at Whitchurch and 

also Whitchurch seconds vs Cardiff Rovers at Llandaff Fields, telling us quite unequivocally that 

things are up and running. On 14th October the rugby results gave us: 

  Whitchurch (1 Try)  3pts; Pencoed nil. 

 

 

On 4th October the fixture schedules show 

Whitchurch at home to Penarth Seconds, the 

match report appearing on 5th October in The 

Evening Express 

 

What a way to start a new season with a 

‘reformed’ team, a home fixture against ‘a 

Cardiff Team’. 6th September 1907 The 

Evening Express. 

 

The team selection for the home match against 

Dinas Powis was published in The Evening 

Express on 20th September 1907 

 

 

At the same time, Merthyr (Northern Union 

team) announced the signing of a former 

Whitchurch man who had gone north. 
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On 2nd November 1907 The Evening Express published columns assessing the various regional 

rugby leagues and divisions, amongst them stating that “Whitchurch have a weak side this season” in 

the Cardiff Schools Union. But, in the Cardiff and District Union printed: “Whitchurch gave Cardiff 

West a trouncing by three tries to a mark goal. On actual play the Villagers were more points better 

than the West. Rees made a very fine try for Whitchurch, but David almost immediately equalised by 

a mark drop goal. Stephens and Turner made victory certain for the Village by adding tries. Turner 

was in great form, and made many fine openings”. The column then showed the Div 1 League table, 2 

games, into the season followed by a sentence that read: “Dinas Powis and Whitchurch are members 

of this division but do not play for league points”. 

On 5th November 1907 The Evening Express publish scores from previous matches showing: 

Whitchurch, (1 Goal)  - 5 points; Cardiff ‘Quins, nil 

 

 

On 5th November 1907 The Evening Express 

paint a more rosier picture with this cutting 

(right) of a trial match with the Cardiff Schools 

in which a number of Whitchurch lads take part. 

On 25th October 1907 The Evening Express 

published the Whitchurch team selection for 

the home match against Cardiff West End 
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While on 24th December 1907 the fixtures showed a Christmas day match for Whitchurch 1sts at 
home to Canton Harlequins and something of a holiday festival match ‘Mr Peter Chard’s XV vs 
Whitchurch Reserves’. With no time to rest a Boxing Day match was scheduled for Whitchurch 
Reserves away at Tylorstown. 

1907 saw a return to regular fixtures, but again, reports on matches were few and far between. 
Thankfully, the club has put its troubles behind it, but for how long? 

  

A bit of ‘French flair’ in the village....The 

Evening Express 21st December 1907 

29th November 1907 in The Evening 

Express, here’s a few fixtures of local 

interest involving neighbouring teams with 

Whitchurch playing a home fixture against 

Old Monktonians at Llandaff North. (Notice 

that Llandaff ‘North’ is now used). 
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1908 

 

 

 

  

A brief but welcome report for the match 

against old rivals Old Moktonians, The 

Evening Express, 10th January 1908. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 25th January 1908 The Evening Express 

published this brief report on the Whitchurch 

home match against local rivals Birchgrove 

which “aroused much interest”.  
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Having been taken to task in previous 

seasons on the odd occasion, it’s inevitable 

that the circle goes around, back in the day, 

the home team paid the travel fees of the 

away side and home fixtures were a way to 

generate income. Loss of income was 

crippling to clubs. 11th March 1908 The 

Evening Express. 

 

 

 

 

Under orders, 18th March 1908 The Evening 

Express. 

A full programme of fixtures over Easter, 16th 

April 1908, The Evening Express. 

 

Meanwhile, Llandaff City play a home fixture 

in Whitchurch. 
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This tends to suggest that the club side Whitchurch Crescents have been formed as a separate club 

to that of Whitchurch RFC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14th September 1908 The Evening Express. 

‘A heavy debt’ burdens the club, but on the 

bright side, the ‘squad’ looked ‘useful’. 

 

 

 

 

 

A brief update on our village teams, 26th 

September 1908, The Evening Express 

Here’s a turn up for the books, the club now 

clearly see the District League set up as a 

way to progress. 17th August 1908, The 

Evening Express.  

 

 

Whitchurch Crescents and Ton Juniors 

advertising for fixtures. 26th August 1908 The 

Evening Express 
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19th December 1908 The Evening Express. 

The league set up not too appealing. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas matches took their toll and 

this Boxing Day match was probably one too 

many, 26th December 1908, The Evening 

Express 

The number of 0 – 0 draws we’ve witnessed 

over these years is quite surprising, it must 

have been a great tussle between teams to 

grapple away for an hour and a half in all 

conditions and come away as equals.  

14th November 1908 The Evening Express. 
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1909 

 

On 12th February 1909 fixture lists showed Whitchurch playing Wanderers at Jubilee Park 

 

 

On 22nd February 1909 the rugby results showed Whitchurch  0 .......Llanishen  0 

 

The Evening Express 5th February 1909, the 

team selection for the Whitchurch vs Cardiff 

Harlequins match 

The Evening Express 5th March 1909, the 

team selection for the Whitchurch Mallett Cup 

tie against Cardiff  

The Evening Express 13th February 1909, with 

Whitchurch on the march. 

 

 

 

 

17th February1909, The Evening Express, the 

committee have decided......(It’s strange that 

clubs could participate in ‘league’ fixtures but 

have no interest in having the points awarded 

for wins and draws). 
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The Evening Express 6th March 1909, 

interesting to note that, at this point, 

Whitchurch had not lost in 1909.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

10th April 1909 The Evening Express writing 

on a home loss against Penylan. 
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This is an extract from The Evening Express 4th 

September 1909 outlining some of the issues the 

Cardiff and District Union addressed in a recent 

meeting, the last paragraph relates to Whitchurch 

involvement. 

 

 

 

8th September 1909, The Evening Express, 

(bottom right and below) this cutting provides us 

with a measure of the strength of the Whitchurch 

team at that time, here we have the team selection 

for the representative Cardiff and District Union 

side with b. Lewis; D. Abbott; H. Tout; W. Holtham 

and H. Warwick, all from Whitchurch in with a 

chance of being selected. You’ll also notice that 

Fred Potter (Whitchurch) is in the Cardiff 2nds 

team at outside half and Johnny Williams captain 

of the Cardiff 1st team. 
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A local derby early in the season with 

Whitchurch seemingly providing an 

option for opposing players. The Evening 

Express 2nd October 1909    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early season optimism, 9th October 1909 

The Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The line was washed away .... The 

Evening Express 16th October 1909 

 

 

 

 

 

Fred Potter making a name for himself 

again at Cardiff and Whitchurch a feeder 

club to Cardiff! 18th September 1909 The 

Evening Express. 
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A big match spoiled by the rain, 30th 

October 1909, The Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

 

Early season form going well, but who 

knew of the Birchgrove Rifles? 6th 

November 1909, The Evening Express 
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High praise for Dan Stephens, 24th 

December 1909, The Evening Express 

 

 

13th November 1909 The Evening 

Express, old rivalries 

 

 

 

 

 

20th November 1909 The Evening 

Express, local derby too much for the 

ref.... 

 

 

 

 

 

27th November 1909 The Evening 

Express, form goes out of the window. 
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1910 

 

 

On 31st January 1910 local results showed: Whitchurch, 0.; Llanishen, 0 

 

On 28th February 1910 local results showed: Whitchurch, 6 pts.; Wanderers, 0 

 

New Year’s Day and a match report for the 

Whitchurch Christmas Day fixture against 

Birchgrove, 1st January 1910 The Evening 

Express 

 

 

 

 

 

No team bus back in the day, 8th January 

1910, The Evening Express 

Competed well against Cardiff, 26th 

February 1910 The Evening Express but 

withdrew from the Mallett Cup 
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Abe Griffiths gets a mention, 19th March  

1910 The Evening Express 

Quite possibly an Easter tour match, 23rd 

April  1910 The Evening Express 

 

 

 

 

 

Probably the last game of the season, 30th 

April 1910, The Evening Express 

9th April 1910 The Evening Express 

outlining the teams record over the season 

with Tom Mahoney getting the 

commendations 

Just what the club could do without, 16th 

April 1910 The Evening Express 
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4th July 1910 The Evening Express reporting 

on a fundraising event at The Fox and 

Hounds. 

You can’t help but wonder where those 

bronzes and the cruet set are now. 

 

 

 

As a prelude to the season, 3rd September 

1910, The Evening Express provided us with a 

rosy picture of what lies ahead.   

 

 

 

 

10th September 1910 The Evening Express 

printed the team selection for the Whitchurch 

side vs Penylan at home (below) then followed 

it up with the first half match report in the late 

edition (right) 

 

 

 

Although things seemed to have quietened 

down on the match reporting front this little 

cutting tells us what a good season the club 

had 1909 – 1910 and it also shows us the 

scale of the demands made on player and 

club. 30th April 1910 The Evening Express  
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17th September 1910 The Evening Express 

reported on the Penylan match and the return 

of Fred Potter 

 

 

 

 

 

23rd September 1910 The Evening Express 

printed the team selection for the Whitchurch 

away game at Panteg 

 

8th October 1910 The Evening Express published 

a pen portrait of some of the outstanding players 

in the region (right), E. Badger and Jim Evans 

getting a mention (or was it ‘Tim Evans’ ref 

below) while Tom Witney (below) and Fred Potter 

(bottom right) get mentioned. 
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4th November 1910 The Evening Express 

reminding us of the club’s strength with the 

team selections for both the 1st team and 

2nds. Both tough fixtures. 

 

On 14th October 1910 The Evening Express 

printed the team selections (right) for the 

Whitchurch home game against Bedwas 

 

 

 

The Evening Express 15th October 1910 tells 

us some reinforcements in the team 

 

 

 

Make out of this what you will, 15th October 

1910, The Evening Express. It pays to read 

the small print. 
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26th November 1910 The Evening Express cast a 

critical eye on the 1sts home match against Taffs 

Well and the 2nds away match at Llanishen 2nds  

We can’t bring this to an end without 

mentioning these young men.....Four 

Whitchurch lads: Oswald Jones; Jack 

Skeats; Hubert Thompson and Tali Richards, 

The Evening Express 31st December 1910 

While this one below on 17th December 1910 

suggests that rugby in Whitchurch has a 

good future. 
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Although the research ends here this does not mean to say that records beyond this date don’t exist, 
only that at the time of research it’s as much as the archived records allowed. Over time it’s quite 
possible that more becomes available. 
 
Bear in mind that between1914 – 1918 there was a period of significant global upheaval and in all 
probability very few sports clubs were able to survive intact.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

After 1910 the available archives become 

incomplete and the research ends here, the club 

continued because one little cutting does 

become available dated 7th January 1911 

published by The Rhondda Leader in a column 

regarding a number of sports clubs in the 

Rhondda area, in this case Ferndale were 

having a tough time of things having to call on a 

number of ‘substitutes’ to fill positions in the 

team over the Christmas period before meeting 

Whitchurch early in the New Year with them 

having the same player problem. 
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Profiled Players – Sons of Whitchurch 

We’ve read previously of the Whitchurch player Radley Thomas who had impressed Cardiff so much  

 

 

 

He made his debut against Morley a brief 

report appearing in The Evening Express on 

26th February 1896 (left) 

 

 

 

 

 

For Radley Thomas it wasn’t exactly a smooth 

ride, The Evening Express printed this brief 

update on 23rd December 1898 (right) 

outlining difficulties with his employment 

contract. (Having to work as well as play). 

 

that they picked him for some matches. Here he was 

appointed captain of Whitchurch and was profiled in 

The South Wales Daily News on 4th November 1895. 

Radley Thomas was very much a star of his time, 

typified by this cutting (below) from The Evening 

Express on 11th April 1896 having ‘gone north’ to 

Castleford. 
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Things didn’t look good for him after 

the Manchester ‘Athletic News’ went 

to press, this update published on 

27th December 1898 in the Evening 

Express and it seems that other 

‘professionals’ also had issues with 

their employment contract. 
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J. Blake 

 

 

 

We came across J. Blake in 1899 having been 

selected for Wales, here he is again 

continuing with his international career in 

1901, picked to play against England. This 

cutting is identical to others used over the 

seasons apart from a tribute final sentence.  

5th January 1901 The Evening Express 

 

 

 

Below from The Evening Express 5th January 

1901 
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Johnny Williams 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

1st December 1906 The Evening Express 
(right) 

 

 

 

 

(Below)..A commemoration dinner was held 

in Barry, note the firm connection between  

Whitchurch Rugby and Whitchurch Cricket 

clubs, Johnny Williams played for both. 
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Johnny Williams, the famous Wales international rugby player who, as a Captain in the Welsh 

Regiment, died of wounds at the Battle of Mametz Wood, France, in July 1916. 

 

Every man mentioned in this document pioneered the game of rugby from very early on, all stalwarts, 
team men. One family name that will resonate among local people is that of the Sprudd family. 
Mentioned many times in team selections and although not getting the accolades of the men 
mentioned above the name was a regular for many seasons. It was a Whitchurch family that was 
soon to suffer the tragic events of WW1. Albert, Alec and William Sprudd, brothers, names that can 
now be seen on the Memorial at Whitchurch Library, sons of Harry and Emily Sprudd of 6 Davies 
Terrace, Whitchurch, Cardiff. During the war, no less than five of the brothers served.  

  

Johnny Williams, moved to defend his 

team mate Percy Bush by going to the 

press. The Evening Express 28th August 

1909. 

An important feature here is that we are 

provided with evidence of his address in 

Whitchurch, Llwyncelyn, off Pantmawr 

Road just up from The Hollybush pub. 

Llwyncelyn now demolished. 
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Some additional fixtures not within the main body of this document, dates are newspaper publication 

dates: 

 

1893 

30th Sept  vs Blackweir   (and “Whitchurch Juniors vs Cathays”) 

6th Oct   @Canton   2nds vs Canton A 

21st Oct  vs Barry 

27th Oct vs Grangetown 

25th Nov @ Red Star (Thompsons Park) 

1st Dec  vs Canton   2nds @ Canton A 

8th Dec  vs Cardiff Northern 

22nd Dec  vs Treforest Wanderers 

1894 

13th Jan  @ Cardiff Star 

17th Jan  @’Northern’ 1st round of Mallett Cup (Cardiff and District Union) – “It was decided that 

caps would be awarded to players who have represented the Union in three matches”. 

19th Jan @ Dowlais   2nds vs Dinas Powis Jun 

2nd Feb      vs Cardiff Alexandra 

23rd Feb @ Cathays 

22nd March @ Cathays 

7th Apr  vs Cardiff Star 

 

6th Oct  Vs Penarth A    

13th Oct @ Grangetown 

19th Oct @ Caerphilly 

3rd Nov  @ Canton   2nds vs Ely United 

24th Nov @ Cardiff Northern 

19th Oct @ Caerphilly 

27th Oct vs Cathays   2nds@ Avondale (Cardiff) 

2nd Nov  @ Canton 

16th Nov @ Glam Artillery (Cardiff) 2nds vs Cardiff Hornets 

30th Nov vs G.W. Pontypridd 

7th Dec  vs Barry       (2nds?) vs G.W. Pontypridd @ Ely 

15th Dec @ Lydbrook 

21st Dec @ Grangetown  2nds vs Corporation Rangers 

 

1895 

11th Jan vs Caerphilly 

25th Jan @ Cathays   2nds vs Canton Crusaders 

29th March vs Canton 

6th Apr      2nds vs Llandaff 2nds 

 

4th Oct  vs Blackwood 

19th Oct @ Roath 

23rd Nov  @ Canton 

13th Dec  vs Grangetown  2nds vs Canton A 

14th Dec vs Grangetown 
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20th Dec @ Llandaff 

24th Dec vs St Michael’s 

 

1896 

3rd Jan  vs Cardiff Hornets 

10th Jan  vs Old Monktonians 

13th Mar vs Roath 

 

3rd Oct  vs Cowbridge 

23rd Oct @ Cowbridge 

28th Nov @ Llandaff (Ely Farm Field) 

4th Dec  vs Romilly 

 

1897 

2nd Jan  @ Caerphilly 

22nd Jan @ Barry 

5th Mar  vs Old Monktonians 

 

1898 

7th Jan  vs St Peter’s 

21st Jan @ St Paul’s (Sophia Gdns) 

4th March vs Cardiff Mackintosh 

11th March vs St Paul’s 

30th Sept vs Old Monktonians 

14th Oct vs Cowbridge 

 

1899 

3rd Feb  vs Pontyclun 

10th Feb vs Pill Harriers 

25th Feb @ Crumlin 

 

11th Sept @ Pontypridd 

6th Oct  vs Cardiff Reserves 

13th Oct vs Old Monktonians 

10th Nov  vs Chepstow 

24th Nov @ Cowbridge 

29th Dec @ Maesteg 

 

1900 

5th Jan  vs Crumlin 

12th Jan @ Pill Harriers 

2nd Feb  Cardiff 2nds 

 

5th Oct  vs Tondu 

20th Oct vs Penylan 

26th Oct vs Cardiff St Andrews 

16th Nov vs Lydney 

15th Dec  @ Tondu 
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1901 

18th Jan  vs Chepstow St Mary’s 

25th Jan Eve Exp Matches abandoned – Whitchurch v Roath  -  Due to the ill health of the Queen 

 

6th April  vs Machen (Easter Mon) 

2nd May @ Mountain Ash 

 

4th Oct  vs Penylan 

11th Oct  @ Cwmbran 

18th Oct @ Taffs Well 

22nd Oct vs Cardiff Whartons 

8th Nov  @ Caerphilly 

29th Nov vs Fairoak 

6th Dec  vs Machen 

13th Dec vs Taffs Well 

 

1902 

6th Feb  @ Belle Vue 

22nd Mar vs Ystrad Stars (Cup) 

 

5th Sept vs Crescents XVIII 

19th Sept @ Mountain Ash 

10th Oct  vs Caerphilly 

31st Oct @ Bridgend 

8th Dec  vs Cardiff Romilly  

 

1903 

28th Mar Whitchurch vs Dinas Powis – “Engagement ‘called off’ by the latter”. 

 

18th Sept Whitchurch Nomads vs Splott Nomads (Div IV) 

25th Sept vs Gabalfa 

  Whitchurch Crescents vs St Barnabas (Div III) 

10th Oct @ Caerphilly 

27th Nov Whitchurch Crescents vs St Saviours (Div III Cdf + Dist RU) 

  Whitchurch Nomads vs Hibernian Old Boys (Div IV Cdf Dist RU) 

5th Dec  @ Swansea 2nds 

19th Dec @ Cilfynydd 

25th Dec vs Mr J. Davies XV  (Fri) 

26th Dec vs Llandaff Yard  (Saturd) 

 

1904 

5th Jan  @ Cardiff Reserves 

29th Jan @ Pontypool 

 

15th Oct vs Merthyr 

22nd Oct  vs Caerphillly 

29th Oct @ Newport 2nds 
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26th Nov vs Bedwas 

17th Dec vs Newport 2nds 

24th Dec vs Cardiff Reserv 

31st Dec @ Caerphilly 

 

 

1905 

7th Jan   vs Merthyr 

18th Mar @ Bridgend 

24th March @ Bedwas 

 


