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THE HOUSE OF CORRECTION

OR BRIDEWELL.

1576 An A ct o f  P a r lim e n t p a sse d  g iv in g  p e rm is s io n  
f o r  a  House o f  C o r re c t io n  to  be  b u i l t  a t  Cowbridge 
i n  th e  County o f  G lam organ.
1725 F i r s t  known r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  House o f  C o r re c t io n  
i n  Cow bridge. I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1719 i t  became law 
f o r  re c o rd s  t o  be k e p t .  \
1793 In  an  in s p e c to r s  r e p o r t  27 in m ates  w ere l i s t e d  
a s  fo llo w s ; 10 V a g ra n ts , 4 I l l e g i t a m a te  c h i ld r e n ,  
4 f o r  le a v in g  w ork, 2 f o r  abandoning  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  
1 F e lo n , 4 f o r  B reach  o f  P eace , 1 S e l l in g  a l e  w ith o u t 
l ic e n c e  and 1 A lie n .
1805 C h a rle s  W allace  p re s e n te d  p la n s  o f  th e  New House 
o f  C o r re c t io n .
M a te r ia ls  t o  be  u s e d :-  S tone  from  Thomas Wyndam's 
Q uarry  n e a r  W est G a te , Cow bridge. Lime from  S ta l l i n g  
Down. P ennan t S tone  f o r  f l o o r  p av in g . Roof S la te s  
from  B angor. Door C ases o f  oak . Doors 2" th ic k  ca sed  
w ith  i r o n  p l a t e s .  Locks w ith  s o l id  co p p er w ards. 
S p e c i f i c a t i o n : -  O u te r w a lls  t o  be 2 f t .  th i c k .  Boundry 
w a lls  t o  be  2 f t .  a t  b o ttom , 1 8 in s . a t  to p  and 1 6 f t .  
h ig h .  The w hole t o  be  com pleted  in  a  good and su b s ta n 
t i a l  m anner. The o ld  b u i ld in g  a llo w ed  f o r  ta k in g  down 
and rem oving .
B u i l d e r s : -  John  D av ies , B u ild e r  o f  C a r d i f f .  W illiam  
W illia m s , B u ild e r  o f  S t.M ary  C hurch. George Thomas, 
G entlem an o f  W ick. Roger K n igh ton , S h ip w rig h t o f  C a rd if f .
1806 Work commenced on 1 0 th  May and was com pleted  
on 1 s t  Sep tem ber. The p r i c e  was £1600 and th e  b u i ld e r s  
gave a  bond o f  £3200.
1816 A sam ple o f  some c rim es  and s e n te n c e s : -  S tephen  
R ees, a s s a u l t  w ith  i n t e n t  t o  commit r a p e , Twelve months 
h a rd  la b o u r .  C a th e r in e  L ew is, s t e a l i n g  o a tm ea l, Ten 
m onths. C h a rle s  H e rb e r t ,  s t e a l i n g  co p p e r, One month. 
The l a s t  man t o  be  ta k e n  from  Cowbridge to  S t a l l i n g  
Down to  be hanged was Gordon o f  Gower. E xac t d a te  
unknown b u t  s h o r t ly  b e fo r  th e  p r i s o n  was c lo s e d .
A f te r  b e in g  hung p r is o n e r s  w ere some tim e s  G ib b e ted . 
The G ib b e t was on th e  w es t s id e  o f  Cowbridge on th e  
h i l l  go in g  o u t  t o  B rid g en d . I t  i s  s t i l l  known lo c a l ly  
a s  G ib b e ts  H i l l »
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1829 A la rg e  new P r is o n  was b u i l t  i n  Swansea and 
th e  Cowbridge House o f  C o r re c t io n  was c lo s e d .

GUILD HALL.

The M ediaeval G u ild  H a ll s to o d  in  th e  High S t r e e t  
betw een w hat i s  now th e  Duke o f  W e llin g to n  and th e  
V ale  o f  Glam organ in n s .  The Town C ross s to o d  in  f r o n t   ̂
o f  th e  G u ild  H a ll .  (A B rass  C ro ss  i n  th e  s u r f a c e  o f  
th e  ro ad  marks th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  C ro s s .)  Behind 
th e  G u ild  H a ll was th e  M arket H ouse. M ainly b ecau se  
o f  i t ' s  o b s t r u c t io n  to  t r a f f i c ,  th e  B urgees o f  Cowbridge 
p lan n ed  f o r  many y e a r s  t o  p u l l  th e  G u ild  H a ll down. 
F in d in g  a  s u i t a b l e  s i t e  f o r  i t ' s  rep la c e m e n t was th e  
m ajor prob lem .



TOWN HALL.

1823 The R everend John  Montgomery T rah e rn e  had , a t  
h i s  own ex p en se , p la n s  and e s t im a te s  drawn up f o r  
a  New Town H a ll .
1824 The C o u rt o f  Common C o u n c il p a sse d  a  f irm  r e s o l 
u t io n  s t a t i n g  th e y  would move th e  G u ild  H a l l ,  Shambles 
and Weigh House t o  some o th e r  s p o t  a s  and when th e  
o p p u r tu n i ty  a ro s e .
1829 House o f  C o r re c t io n  c lo s e d  and p u t  up f o r  s a le  
f o r  £700. Im m ediate a c t io n  was ta k e n .  The Town C le rk  
s e n t  o u t  200 c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r s  t o  " The G entlem en and 
L a d ie s  o f  F o rtu n e"  o f  th e  d i s t r i c t ,  r e g u e s t in g  sub 
s c r ip t i o n s  tow ards p u rc h a s in g  th e  House o f  C o r re c t io n  
and b u i ld in g  a  new Town H a ll .  M r.C .R .T a lb o t, M.P. 
f o r  G lam organ, was th e  l a r g e s t  b e n a fa c to r  and was 
g ra n te d  th e  Freedom o f  th e  Borough in  r e c o g n i t io n  
o f  h i s  g e n e r o s i ty .
1830 The New Town H a ll was b u i l t .  The b a s ic  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  th e  House o f  C o r re c t io n  was r e t a in e d  b u t  i t  was 
much a l t e r e d  and e n la rg e d .  T h is  was c a r r i e d  o u t under 
th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  I s a ia h  V e r i ty  th e  e ld e r  who was made 
a  Freeman o f  th e  Borough f o r  h i s  s k i l l  and c a r e  i n  
t h i s  t a s k .  The oak c a s k e t  w hich c o n ta in s  h i s  Freedom 
S c r o l l  was made from  th e  tim b e r  o f  th e  o ld  G u ild  H a ll .  
On th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  th e  new Town H a ll th e  G u ild  H a ll 
and C ro ss  w ere removed from  th e  High S t r e e t .
1836 The c lo c k  w hich had n ev e r worked v e ry  w e ll s in c e  
i t ' s  t r a n s f e r  from  th e  G u ild  H a ll was re p la c e d  and 
th e  C upola b u i l t  by th e  g e n e r o s i ty  o f  D r.C o p le s to n e  
o f  L landough C a s t l e ,  th e  th e n  B ishop o f  L la n d a f f .  
1842 The f i r s t  P o l ic e  S ta t io n  was accom odated in
th e  Town H a l l .  S e rg e a n t Thomas Thomas was th e  f i r s t  
S e rg e a n t i n  C harge.
1848 E a s te r ,  th e  l a s t  Q u a r te r  S e s s io n s  w ere h e ld
i n  Cow bridge.
1852 The s to c k s  w ere l a s t  u se d . Jam es Knap was p u n ish ed  
f o r  d ru n k e n e ss . The s to c k s  a r e  r a r e  a s  th e y  a r e  on 
w heels  and a r e  p o r ta b l e .  They a r e  now in  th e  W elsh 
F o lk  Museum.
1862 New P o l ic e  S ta t io n  o p e n e d .
1866 The f ix e d  s e a t s  i n  th e  Main H a ll w ere rem oved.
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1882 The M a g is tra te s  C o u rt moved t o  th e  New C o u rt 
Room a t  th e  P o lic e  S ta t io n .
1895 Town H a ll e n la rg e d  and a l t e r e d .  The Mayors P a r lo u r  
c o n s t r u c te d .
1902 The V ale F i r e  B rig ad e  H ead q u a rte rs  w ere i n  w hat 
i s  now th e  k i tc h e n ,  b a r  and L e s se r  H a ll a r e a .
1911 C e n tra l  h e a t in g  i n s t a l l e d .
1927 Cowbridge had  i t ' s  f i r s t  m otor f i r e  en g in e  and 
a  F i r e  Alarm B e ll  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  th e  cu p o la  o f  th e  
c lo c k .
1974 The C o u n c il Chamber and Mayors P a r lo u r  w ere
re n o v a te d  and a  w e ll  was d is c o v e re d . I t  i s  now a  
f e a tu r e  o f  th e  Mayors P a r lo u r .
1981 A Museum was e s ta b l i s h e d  in  3 c e l l s  o f  th e  male 
p r i s o n e r s  b lo c k .
1986 Museum was e x te n d  i n t o  3 c e l l s  o f  th e  fem ale  
p r i s o n e r s  b lo c k .
1988 The c a r e ta k e r s  f l a t  w hich had o ccu p ied  p a r t
o f  th e  P r is o n  W arders accom m odation and th e  fem ale  
p r i s o n e r s  day room, was c o n v e rte d  in t o  th e  Town C le rk s  
o f f i c e  d o w n s ta irs  and Com m ittee rooms u p s t a i r s .
The s t a i r c a s e  o f  th e  f l a t  b e in g  removed and th e  p assag e  
in t o  th e  C o u n c il Chamber reo p en ed .

' W

MUSEUM.

CELL 1 . A P r is o n  c e l l ,  c i r c a  1806.
CELL 2 . A 100 y e a rs  o f  T rade and Commerce.
CELL 3. C h a r te r s , Docquments e t c . .
CELL 4 .
CELL 5 . A rcheao logy  and Cow bridge.
CELL 6 . A 100 y e a rs  o f  D o m e s tic ity .
CELL 7. G eology, in c lu d in g  lo c a l  m in e ra ls  and f o s s i l s .  
COUNCIL CHAMBER. A copy o f  th e  1412 C h a r te r ,  PLans 
o f  th e  House o f  C o r re c t io n ,  A f a c s im i le  o f  th e  Roman 
L ion  found  by G-G.A.T. a t  Hopyard Meadow, and The 
Mayors o f  Cowbridge s in c e  1886.



FRIENDS OF COWBRIDGE & DISTRICT MUSEUM TRUST.
The F r ie n d s  o f  Cowbridge & D i s t r i c t  Museum was 
e s ta b l i s h e d  in  1986. Membership i s  open to  a l l  
i n t e r e s t e d  p e rs o n s .
The o b je c ts  o f  th e  F r ie n d s  a r e : -
a) To s t im u la te  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  Museum.
b) To a s s i s t  i n  any way th e  f u r t h e r  developm ent o f  
th e  Museum.
c) To a c q u ire  and p r e s e n t  t o  th e  Museum ite m s  o f  
h i s t o r i c a l  o r  any o th e r  s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t ,  s u b je c t  
t o  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  C u ra to r .
d) To r e p o r t  t o  th e  C u ra to r  when o b je c ts  r e l a t i n g  
t o  th e  h i s to r y  o f  The V ale  a re a  become a v a i l a b l e  o r  
a r e  l i a b l e  t o  be  d e s tro y e d .
e) To h e lp  r a i s e  money t o  p u rc h a se  o b je c ts  o r  equipm ent 
o f  s p e c ia l  im p o rtan ce  and to  f u r t h e r  th e  work o f  th e  
Museum.
f)  To make in d iv id u a l  know ledge and s k i l l s  a v a i la b le  
t o  th e  Museum.
The F r ie n d s  i s  t o  be a  c h a r i t a b l e  body t o  su p p o r t 
th e  Museum by means o f  v o lu n ta ry  a s s i s t a n c e .  T here 
a r e  many ways i n  w hich th e  F r ie n d s  can  a s s i s t  i n  th e  
smooth ru n n in g  and e x p an s io n  o f  th e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  
Museum. T h is  w i l l  h e lp  t o  make i t  a  more i n t e r e s t i n g  
p la c e  t o  v i s i t  and a c t  a s  a  v i t a l  l in k  betw een th e  
Museum and th e  Community.

I  ap p ly  f o r  membership o f  th e  F r ie n d s  o f  Cowbridge 
& D i s t r i c t  Museum.
Name

A ddress

T e l No. D ate

S ig n a tu r e . _______________________

O rd in a ry  Membership @ £3.00
Fam ily  Membership @ £5.00
Under 18 @ 5Op
P le a s e  t i c k  Membership r e q u ir e d .


