
The will of John Williams of Breach in Llanblethian, Gentleman, made on 25th 
April 1786.

In the name of God Amen. I John Williams of Breach in the parish of Llanblethian 
in the county of Glamorgan, Gentleman, being well in body and of sound mind 
and understanding do make and ordain this my last will and testament 
recommending my soul to the hands of Almighty God and my body to the earth to 
be decently buried at the discretion of my executrix herein after named. And as 
for such temporal estate as it hath pleased God to bestow on me, I give and 
dispose in manner following; that is to say -  I give and bequeath to my brother 
Thomas Williams and my cousin Thomas Williams of the town of Cowbridge in 
the said county of Glamorgan, Gentlemen, all and singular my leaseholds 
messuages, lands and premises situate, lying and being in the parishes of 
Llanblethian and in Llyswomey in the said county which I hold by leases granted 
by John Carne late of Nash in the said county, esquire, deceased; in trust that 
the said Thomas Williams and Thomas Williams or the surviving of them, his 
executors and administrators do and shall yearly after my decease and during 
the life of my beloved wife, Mary Williams, raise and pay out of the rents and 
profits thereof one annuity or clear yearly rent charge of five pounds to my 
daughter Elinor and the like Annuity or yearly rent charge of five pounds to my 
daughter Anne to commence on my decease and to be payed each of them at 
the end of one year then next after and so yearly during my said wife’s life. And 
in case either of my said daughters shall happen to die in the lifetime of their 
mother leaving issue lawfully begotten then my will is and I do direct that the 
Annuity of her or them so dying shall be payed to her or their issue share and 
share alike during my said wife’s life. And upon further trust that the said trustees 
or the survivor of them, his executors or administrators do and shall in like 
manner from and after my decease and yearly during my said wife’s life levy and 
raise by and out of the rents and profits of the messuages and premises above 
mentioned one other annuity or clear yearly rent charge of five pounds and pay 
these sums yearly to the children of my daughter Mary Thomas, deceased and to 
the survivors of them share and share alike during my said wife’s life and if there 
be then but one child of my said daughter to pay the same to such only child 
during the time aforesaid. And upon this trust also shall be that the said trustees 
the survivors of them his executors or administrators do and shall likewise yearly 
from and after my decease and during the life of my said wife levy and raise by 
and out of the rents and profits of the said messuages and premises one other 
annuity of five pounds for the sole and separate use of my daughter Jennet the 
wife of Thomas Thomas without the control of or being subject to the debts or 
engagements of her husband, to commence at my decease and be paid at the 
end of one year and so yearly during my wife’s life and for which the receipt of 
my said daughter Jennet shall be the only discharge to my said trustees or either 
of them and in case my said daughter Jennet should happen to die in her 
mother’s lifetime leaving issue of the body lawfully begotten, my will is and I do 
direct my trustees to apply that annuity of five pounds in the maintenance of her 
issue share and share alike during my said wife’s life and from and after the



payment of the said several annuities in trust that the said trustees the survivor of 
them his executors or administrators shall permit and suffer my said wife to have 
receive and take the remainder of the rents and profits of my said lands, 
messuages and premises for and during the term of her life and from and after 
her decease I give and demise to my son the Reverend Thomas Williams all that 
messuages lands and premises which I commonly call the great lease containing 
forty eight acres, more or less situate in the parish of Llyswomey aforesaid to 
hold to him the said Thomas Williams, his heirs, executors and administrators 
during the term and estate by the said lease granted. And upon this further trust 
that the said trustees the survivor of them their executors and administrators 
shall have hold and enjoy all these my leasehold closes or parcels of land 
commonly called Caya Twmpath yr Onen and wyth erw draw situate in the said 
parish of Llysworney and receive and take the rents and profits thereof during the 
life of my said daughter Jennet and shall and do yearly pay the sum to her to 
and for her sole and disparate use during the life time of her said husband 
Thomas Thomas without his control or management or being subject to his 
debts or engagements and the receipt of my said daughter Jennet to be from 
time to time the only discharge for such rents and profits to my said trustees. And 
in case my said daughter shall happen to survive her said husband that then my 
said trustees shall permit and suffer her to have hold and enjoy the said several 
closes last mentioned and to receive and take the rents and profits thereof to her 
own use during the term and estate by the said lease granted and in case my 
said daughter shall die in the life time of her said husband leaving issue my will is 
and I do direct my said trustees the survivor of them his executors or 
administrators to apply the rents and profits of such closes or parcels of land in 
the education and maintenance of such issue if more than one share and share 
alike and if but one child then for such only child and in case such issue shall 
happen to die during the continuance of such lease my said trustees shall permit 
the issue of my daughter Elinor, if more than one to have and enjoy the said 
premises share and share alike and if my daughter Elinor shall have but one 
child then living to permit and suffer such only child to have and enjoy the same 
during the term and estate by the said lease thereof granted and in case there be 
no child then living to permit and suffer my legal representatives to have hold and 
enjoy the same for the term thereafter.. And also upon this further trust, that the 
said trustees, the survivors of them, his executors or administrators shall and do 
permit and direct my said daughter Elinor and her assigns from and after the 
decease of my said wife to have and enjoy all that my leasehold messuages, 
lands and premises formerly in the possession of Howell Thomas situate in the 
parish of Llysworney aforesaid and receive and take the rents and profits thereof 
for and during the term and estate granted by the leases thereof. I also give and 
bequeath to my daughter Anne from and after the decease of my said wife all 
that my leasehold messuages, lands and premises formerly in the possession of 
William Howard containing twenty nine and a half acres, more or less, situate in 
the said parish of Llysworney, for and during the term of her natural life and from 
and after her decease to the issue of her body lawfully to be begotten and the 
survivors and survivor of them share and share alike and for want of such issue



or in case such issue and the death thereof before the expiration of the lease by 
which I hold the said tenement I give and bequeath the same to my 
granddaughter Mary Williams, daughter of my said son Thomas Williams for and 
during the term and estate granted thereof by the said lease. I give devise and 
bequeath to the said Thomas Williams and Thomas Williams, the trustees, their 
executors and administrators from and after my said wife’s decease all the 
leasehold closes or parcels of land called Dyffryn Maelog in the said parish of 
Llanblethian containing by estimation thirty acres, more or less, in trust that they 
the said trustees the survivors of them, his executors and administrators shall 
from and immediately after my said wife’s decease raise by and out of the rents 
thereof one annuity or clear yearly rent charge of twenty pounds and shall pay 
the same yearly to or to the use of the children of my said daughter Mary and the 
survivors of them share and share alike and if but one child be living at the time 
of my said wife’s decease then to such only child during the continuance of the 
term and estate granted thereof by the said lease and in case such child shall so 
long live from and after the payment of the said annuity and subject thereto to 
permit and suffer my said son Thomas Williams his heirs, executors and 
administrators to have and take the remainder of the rents and profits of the said 
closes or parcels of land to and for his and their use during the residue of term 
and estate of such leases granted thereof. And I do give, demise and bequeath 
the said closes or parcels of land aforementioned to my said son Thomas 
Williams his heirs, executors and administrators from and after my said wife’s 
decease during the continuance of the said lease subject to the annuity of twenty 
pounds being paid. I give, devise and grant all that my freehold messuage and 
house where my daughter Elinor now dwelleth situate lying and being in the 
parish of St. John the Baptist, Cardiff with the rights and appurtenances thereto 
belonging in as large and ample manner as I purchased the same of William and 
John Richards esquires to my said daughter Elinor for the term of her life subject 
to the payment of an annuity of six pounds to my granddaughter Elinor Lewis to 
commence on the decease of my said wife, at which time my said daughter 
Elinor shall become intitled to the messuage and lands formerly in the 
possession of the said Howell Thomas by me herein before given her to be paid 
to my said granddaughter Elinor by equal half yearly payments clear of all 
deductions during the life of my said daughter Elinor, the first payment to be 
made within six months next after my said wife’s decease, which annuity I give 
my said granddaughter in lieu of my devise of the said messuage to her mother 
for life and in case such annuity or any part thereof shall remain unpaid within 
fifteen days next after either of the days or times whereon the sums is hereon 
appointed to be paid it shall be lawful for my said granddaughter Elinor her 
assigns into the said messuage or any part thereof with the appurtenances to 
enter and distrain the distress thereof until such annuity with the costs and 
charges of distress shall be fully paid. I also give and bequeath to my daughter 
Anne the sum of one hundred pounds to be paid one year after my decease. I 
also give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth the wife of Robert Taynton, 
Gentleman the land called Gwayn y Golas in the parish of St. Mary Church which 
I hold by lease from the late Thomas, Lord Mansel for the term of the lease. I



also bequeath to my son Thomas Williams all the leasehold lands in the parish of 
St. Mary Church granted by the late Thomas, Lord Mansel and the Reverend 
Thomas Talbot, deceased to my late father in law Thomas Jenkins deceased and 
by him assigned to my son Jenkin Williams and by him to me subject to the 
payment of an annuity of twenty pounds during his life.. I also give to my wife for 
her life all the messuages and lands situate in the parish of Newton Nottage, 
granted by Robert Knight Esq deceased which was assigned to my said son 
Jenkin Williams and by him to me. After her decease, it is my will that the land 
shall pass to my granddaughter Anne Thomas infant daughter of Evan Thomas 
by Mary my daughter deceased. If she happen to die before or without issue then 
I bequeath the said lands to her sister Jennet Thomas, infant. I devise all my 
customary hold lands in the parish of Newton Nottage to my wife with power to 
sell or dispose thereof in such manner and for such purposes as she shall think 
fit. I also bequeath all the residue of the lands goods and chatties and personal 
estate to my beloved wife whom I nominate my sole executrix, signed on seventh 
day of July, 1778.
Witnessed by Elizabeth Williams, Thomas Williams, Morgan James 
Admon date 25th April 1786.
















