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D e a r  J e f f ,
F o l l o w i n g  up wha t  we t a l k e d  a b o u t  y e s t e r d a y ,  I  f o u n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

e x t r a c t  f r o m  Thomas W i l k i n s ' s  MS ' A n a l e c t a  G l a m o r g a n i c a ' ( C a r d i f f  MS 3 . 4 6 4 ,
p . 4 2 ) :

T h i s  King  R i c h a r d  ye  3d was he t h a t  b u i l t  L a n b l e t h i a n  Tower  b e f o r e  he 
was k i n g  b u t  a f t e r  m a r r i a g e  w i t h  Ann ye Lady o f  G la m o rg a n  an d  Morganwg. 
He a l s o  b u i l t  t h e  s o u t h  i s l e  o f  C o w b r id g e  C h u r c h  a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  1473-  
T i s  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he t h e n  b u i l t  C a r d i f f  Tow er .

T h i s  was w r i t t e n  a b o u t  1657 a n d  i s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e f e r e n c e  I  know t o  Lady 
Anne N e v i l l  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  a s  b e n e f a c t o r s  o f  l o c a l  c h u r c h e s .

I n  t h e  L l a n b l e t h i a n  p a r i s h  r e g i s t e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n  
o f  t h e  s t o r y  i s  w r i t t e n :

Anno 1 4 7 3 /  Anne t h e  s e c o n d  d a u g h t e r  a n d  c o - h e i r  o f  R i c h a r d  N e v i l l  t h e  
l a t e  E a r l  o f  S a l i s b u r y  a n d  Warwick  was f i r s t  m a r r i e d  t o  Edward  P r i n c e  
o f  W ale s  s o n  t o  K ing  H e n ry  t h e  s i x t h  She was l a t e  Lady o f  t h e  Manor o f  
G la m orga n  a n d  Morganwg B u i l t  t h i s  Tow er  t h e  s o u t h  p a r t  o f  C ow br idge  
C h u r c h  a n d  S t  J o h n ' s  Tow er  i n  C a r d i f f  was a l s o  m a r r i e d  t o  R i c h a r d  E a r l  
o f  G l o u c e s t e r  a f t e r w a r d  K ing  o f  E n g l a n d  by u s u r p a t i o n  s u r n a m e d  R i c h a r d  
C r o o k b a c k  he  b u i l t  t h e  n o r t h  g a t e  o f  C a r d i f f  Town w h e re  h i s  a rm s  i s  
now t o  be s e e n  s u p p o r t e d  by two b e a r s .
Thomas W i l k i n s  1721 .  R i c h a r d  L e w i s ,  J o h n  W i l l i a m s ,  c h u r c h w a r d e n s

The e x p e r t s  a r e  h a p p y  w i t h  a  f i f t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d a t e  f o r  L l a n b l e t h i a n  t o w e r  
and  t h e  L l a n q u i a n  a i s l e ,  b u t  p r e f e r  t o  d a t e  S t  J o h n ' s  t o w e r  a  b i t  l a t e r  t h a n  
t h e  1470s  -  i t  c o m p a r e s  w i t h  t h e  J a s p e r  Tow er  a t  L l a n d a f f  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
b u i l t  b y  J a s p e r  T u d o r  ( d . 1 4 9 5 ) -

I s  t h e r e  a n y  t r u t h  i n  a l l  o f  t h i s ?
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