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Comments by David Harries on people named in the 1861 and 1871 Cowbridge census. His family 
kept the Blue Bell, 2 High Street in the 1890s and he was brought up there.

1861 Schedule 3 -

James Case : I believe to be an ancestor of Mrs Phillys Edwards, Moat Farm, whose mother was a 
Miss Hilda Case, daughter of Tom Case a well known and loveable character in Cowbridge. He in turn 
I believe was a son of the aforesaid James Case.

9 - Edward Williams -  this surely was 'The Dodger' when I knew him just before the first war. He 
lodged in the cottage on the rear of where Birds shop is now and he took in sewing. I found him very 
handy to put on a patch here and there. As soon as he got paid for the job which was seldom more 
than 1/- he would dodge out to the Butchers Arms. The side door was right opposite the door of the 
cottage.

32 -  Elizabeth Hayter lived with her son Samuel who kept the Bush Inn by the market. After her day 
he kept the Crown Inn on the Cardiff Road and later the Horse and Groom.

174 -  John Llewellyn must be the chemist I remember who had a shop next to the present chemist 
on the other side of the archway. He was an old man when I remember him with white whiskers. 
One of his daughters married a clergyman named Stockwood. I believe he became Bishop of 
Southwark.

178 -  The Stibbs kept a shop where the Ogmore bakers now are. When I was a boy it was known as 
Miss Stibbs, and I remember it because they always had jars with long twisted bars of barley sugar in 
the window.

211 -  This William James must have been the father of Alderman William James who lived in 
Stafford House for many years. He was Mayor of Cowbridge on more than one occasion. He was the 
man who built the Cowbridge Institute on commission for a Nathaniel Bird who presented it to the 
town. He also had a brother Alfred James. He was a cabinet maker and picture framer. I remember 
he had a shop somewhere round where the present Post office is but finished in the shop where 
John the butchers are now.

214 -  Richard Aubrey. I knew his son who kept the Wheelwrights Arms, changed from the Tennis 
Court I should think, because the ball court was still there in my day. The site later became the 
cinema. It was one of those several public houses in Cowbridge where everything (man and beast) 
went in through the front door. You went into a long passage and on the way various doors opened 
off. The first was the taproom, next the living room, then the cellar and then the stable and so on, 
until you got out the other end and there was a blacksmiths shop and opposite that a wheelwright's 
shop, and then right up the top end was a big shed which housed the saw pit, and many is the time 
I've been trapped into going down in there and working on one end of the saw -  jolly hard work!

239 -  John Thomas. Don't know much about him but I remember him as an old man. He was better 
known as 'Johnny the Crown'.

251 -  Joseph Hall. I remember the son Joseph Hall at one time lived in the house at the approach to 
the station. He was a coal merchant and hay dealer. He later lived in Hill House, Llanblethian and 
became a sort of 'big fish in a small pool'. He was the man who on his travels looking for hay found 
Arthur Ree (Tommy's father) and brought him back to work for him at Hill house. He became a sort 
of handyman there although he was only a boy.
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1871

236 -  Ivor Arnott. This is the same Ivor Arnott who lived in Well House for many years and whose 
family later lived in Wolfe House. The Arthur mentioned here is connected with the present Will 
Arnott of Great House and I have a feeling he was his father.

228 -Th is is the son I mentioned on a previous page.

229 -  Thomas Rees was a practising solicitor and was responsible for starting his two nephews in 
business as Gwyn and Gwyn. The name still goes on today.

200 - Nathaniel Bird is an ancestor of the present Birds, grandfather to Ralph. He was the man who 
gave the Institute to the town.

171 -  The Howes. I don't remember the old people but the two girls Laura and Lena were great 
friends of my mother, and I still have in good condition a text book they gave her on her birthday. 
One of them married William Giles, a contractor who lived in Heath House and they were the 
parents of Mrs Dick Staine, and the other married Dewi Evans, a solicitor of Cowbridge who lived a 
died in a house across the road from Barclays Bank.

144 - David Tilley I knew very well. He followed his father in the business of coach builder etc. He 
lived in Ivy House almost opposite the Police Station. He became a very prominent man in 
Cowbridge. To some people he was Mr. Cowbridge. He was Mayor on three different occasions and 
a bachelor until middle age when he married a milliner who worked in the same place as my late 
wife (John Williams draper who had about the biggest shop in Cowbridge). During the first world war 
Mr Tilley kept in regular touch with me, and every time his letter would contain a packet of Players 
cigs! He married during the war. He wrote and told me I was the first to know about it. They had one 
son, also named David, and who is still around.

146 - John Preece had a smithy in the Eagle Lane for many years. Some of his descendants are still 
around now. One I know of, Mabel Preece, lived in Llysworney for years with her uncle and aunt, 
married a farmer from Treoes. They now live retired in Cowbridge.

133 -  The Toll House. I remember very well it was situated straight across the road as you go down 
the hill in Llantwit Road. Known as Bonds Hill after the family who lived in the cottage at the bottom 
-  now has been re-built and painted pink.

113 -  Stockwood. The son practised as a solicitor in Cowbridge in the early '90s. He lived opposite 
the Old Hall, now occupied by Watts and Morgan. The same Stockwoods and could be the father of 
the Bishop of Southwark. I can just remember a parson marrying a daughter of John Llewellyn the 
chemist, and he was one of the Stockwoods.

94 -  Lewis Jenkins the brewery lived at Graig House. Funny looking old man, very stoopy, had a 
beard. He too was an Alderman of the town. He was brother to the Parson Jenkins of Llysworney and 
Llanmihangel. Lewis Jenkins retired and gave way to his son William, also mentioned on page 17.
This man became Mayor of Cowbridge during the 14-18 war. It appears that it was Ed. John's turn 
but that Jenkins pushed him out on the grounds that the Mayor would want a good lot of money to 
entertain the boys when they came home from the war. However when we did come home he 
called a public meeting, and appointed a committee to organise a dinner of welcome. Arthur Gwyn 
and myself were appointed on that committee. It was held in the church vestry and the first thing he 
did was to give us service men books and send us around collecting for our dinner. No wonder Ed
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John and others were up in arms. However, I remember we met Thomas of Stallcourt in the street 
and offered him the book. He looked at it and gave it back saying 'Take this back to the Mayor, and 
tell him that if he can't afford to give you boys a welcome home dinner that I will do it for him'. And 
so it was that we had two dinners, but instead of only boys from Cowbridge, Mr Thomas got 
together with Owen Williams Crossways and other gentry and gave a Dinner Concert for all returned 
servicemen in the district. This was held in the Town Hall and a right old do it was. There was enough 
drink to have a bath in it. The Mayor's one was limited to one pint a man and so many smokes, with 
no outsetters despite the fact that he was a wealthy man, but they were well known as a mingy 
family.

83 -  Samuel Evans had a very prosperous business in the High Street, near the present Post Office. 
He employed several tailors and did a lot of business with the local gentry, specially in hunting 
clothes -  later taken over by his son Arthur who was the first to start the Bridge Garage which grew 
out of the war and handling tractors for the government. From that he developed the garage which 
he ran for many years. He was the father of Dr. Dai Evans, a very well known character in Cowbridge 
between the wars and passed on some three or four years ago.

Then there was another son of Samuel by the name of Fred. He opened a shop at St. Athan as a 
grocer and baker, but I don't think he was very successful. It was situated too near the pub so he 
came back to Cowbridge and spent his last living on the Bridge. Had one daughter known as Fluffy 
Evans.

66 - Mary Ann Miles grocery shop in High Street next door to the Blue Bell. The shop was later taken 
over by her son Frederick who had a large family of, I think, 10 children. I knew them all because we 
lived next door. I often went there to play with the children, but I remember I was terrified of their 
father for some reason or other. I remember him because of the bacon. He used to take sides of 
bacon down the bottom of the garden and drop them in the river which ran past both our gardens. 
He had made a sort of basin of stones which the water ran through. On enquiry I was told it was to 
wash it. Years later I also learned it was to soak it so to make it weigh heavier.

Another son was Ebenezer Miles, a solicitor who lived and practised next door to the Town Hall (to 
the west).

52 -  Walter Knapton. This family lived in two of the three cottages behind the Town Hall where the 
car park is now. They had two cottages because they were a sizeable family and one of the 
daughters was a seamstress and taught dressmaking. She always had up to six learners, and so 
occupied the one cottage herself. Son Fred was very well known in town. He was a monumental 
mason and made all the local gravestones. He worked in the yard on the bridge. There were other 
boys I knew -  Syd worked for Evans the draper in the shop, and I think Willie was a teacher.

47 -  Pat Fitzgerald. Very well known character in Cowbridge. He had a shop which is still there on 
the corner of Croft Street and hawked china and paraffin oil. The eldest son John lived in Eastgate 
just below where Wadham's shop is. He worked on the railway and was an engine driver. The next 
son was Michael. He kept the old Edmondes Arms until it was demolished. At this time Mrs Harries 
of the Blue Bell died and Hancocks bought the Blue Bell and put in Michael Fitzgerald while they 
were building the present Edmondes Arms. Another son Stephen was a carpenter, and after working 
for William James for some years started in his own business. He too lived in the East Village.

Typed by B. Alden 2016 -from  the handwritten notes o f David Harries in an exercise book.


