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Welsh Tit-Bits.

Neu W reichion Oddiar yr Eingion  
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welsíT printers.
The Welsh Bibliographical Society, which 

was formed a t  the  last National Eisteddfod, 
have sent ou t their first circular, asking all those 
who axe interested in Welsh literatu re  for th eir 
assistance and co-operation in the  a tte m p t of 
m aking a complete record of all prin ting  presses 
which were established in Wales from the  earli
est a t  Trefhedyn,by Isaac Carter in 1719, down 
to  the  end of th e  18th Century. Also th e  record ’ 
of W elsh books published outside the  P rin c i- ' 
pality , for Welsh books were printed long* 
before the  above press was established a t 1 
Trefhedyn. The list now available, com piledJ 
by th e  late  Mr Charles Ashton, which I  p re -3 
sume to  be the  one m ost complete a t  p re sen t," 
is given as a  guide, and ihe  circular solicits th e  ? 
assistance of their fellow-countrymen, and t h a t 1 
every comm unication on th is interesting sub- 3 
ject should be made to  th e  secretary, Mr D. R* 
Phillips, Free L ibrary, Swansea. A glance a t  ' 
th e  lis t of W elsh pubisbers, as i t  appears in th e  e 
first issue of the  society, makes i t  quite  p lain  ^ 
th a t  there is m uch work to  do in th is d irection , * 
for some very im porant towns and their cele- * 
b rated  publishers are not given, such as 3 
London and Dublin.

The only place where W elsh books had been  ̂
p rin ted  in Glamorganshire previous to  the  year  ̂
1800 is Y Bontfaen (Cowbridge), and th e  old 
tow n on th e  Thaw , which seems to  be m uch th e  1 
same now as i t  was,a hundred and th irty -six  !- 
years ago, when it issued the  first book ever j i 
printed in the  county, only th a t  the  Welsh ; 
language is no t so freely spoken by th e  inha- j  • 
bitants. ' .  t  . \

The history  of th e  Cowbridge Press is very sad * 
reading, and when we realize the  am ount of cost 
and anxiety, those who were connected w ith its ; 
establishm ent had to  bear, and if th e  one a t  
Cowbridge is a  fair specimen of th e  o ther 
prin ting  presses established in other towns 
throughout W ales in th e  18th century,w e should 
certain ly  learn to  respect and revere th e  
m em ory of W elsh printers and publishers, for 
i t  was th ey  who laboured, and we who have ' 
entered into their labour.

In  one of the  Welsh magazines m ay be seen 
the  following note,under a  W elsh tune,'p rin ted  
long before ever we bad anyth ing  like a  
collection of tune  j for the  sanctuary  :—

“ We failed to  p u t in the  tenor part of th is 
“  tune, as it was sent to  us, because there  
** were n o t enough type in the  office.”
W hatever m ight be said against the  press 

a t  th e  present day,we find Jn  the above instance 
when it did its level best to  serve the  age, an d  
we should feel grateful to  th e  good people who 
have gone before, for m uch of th e  blessings we 
enjoy.

B u t m y intention in commencing this article 
was to  write the  history of th e  first printing 
press of Glamorgan, and I should suggest th a t 
someone in each of the  twelve counties (tair- 
sir-ar-ddeg Cymru) would do likewise.

To the  Reverend John  W alters, M.A., rector 
of Llandough, is due the  honour of establishing 
th e

First Printing Press in Glamorgan.
The worry, the annoyances, the  dissappoinb- 

m ents i t  cost him, for m any long and weary 
years, we shall here endeavour: to  -p eak  of- j 
Much of th e  m aterial will be tak en  from a series j 
of. interesting letters which passed between Mr ! 
W alters and th a t  patriotic. W elshman—to  
whom  we owe m ostly the  collection and the  
publication of the  “ Myfyrian Archaelogia.” 
Mr Owain Jones (Myfyr)—a  liberal-handed 
London m erchant, to  whose energy it 
i3 d u e  th a t  the groat D ictionary 
w ritten  ‘by  Mr* W alters, -and m ostly p rin ted  
in  "Cowbridge, was a t  las t b rought to.
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a ry  m ay be learn t irom  w nat tie tens u s oi tne  
m atte r  in  th e  preface of the  dictionary. He had 
acquired either by  gift or by  purchase the  
m anuscripts of th e  Reverend William Gambold 
—th e  au th o r of th e  Grammar of the Welsh Lan - 
guage in  English. Gambold was a native of 
Cardiganshire, and was rector of Puncheston 
and Llanychaer, in Pembrokeshire. Mr Gam- 
bold had  be^n working for m any years upon a  
dictionary, and his labours had been talked 
of, and m uch had been hoped from them  by 
Welsh scholars. I t  seemed almost like a  
national loss th a t  all the  labour upon a  work so 
much desired should be thrown away ; and Mr 
"Walters hoped th a t  if th e  MSS. came into his 
hands, a  little  editing, and possibly a  few 
additions, would be all th a t  would be required 
to  make them  ready for their publication. This 
proved to  be a  vain dream. Mr Gambold had 
n o t worked system atically, his MSS. had serious 
blanks in vthem . and w orst.than all his scholar
ship was so defective th a t  much of his p re 
pared work was valueless. In  the  end, Mr 
W alters found th a t  the  task  would have been 
lighter h ad  he  never been burdened with the  
Gambold MSS. all. The onl \ good effect th ev  
bad  was to  tu rn  Mr "Walters’s attention  to  th a t  
particu lar study , and to  arouse his interest in 
it. Therefore he determined to go on. This 
probably took place shortly  after his.settlem ent
n Llandough.

Towards the  end of the  year 1769, there came 
to  Cowbridge a prin ter, a  Rees Thomas, who 
se t up a  prin ting  press there. Mr Thomas is 
entitled to honour, and his name will always 
be held in remembrance, for he was one of the 
early prin ters of W ales. He had been in busi
ness in L landovery and Cacrmarthen.

H e p rin ted  th e “ Seren Foreu, neu Ganwyll y 
Cym ru,” a t  Llandovery in 1770, and having 
printed th e  two first parts of the 
W alters’ D ictionary ab Cowbridge the  
same year, we m ust conclude th a t  i t  was 
only p a r t of th e  press a t  this tim e was 
rcifioved from Llandovery to  Cowbridge. On 
the very first book published  a t  Cowbridge, we 
are informed th a t  they  were printed by R . and 
T . Thomas ; the  la tte r  is supposed to  be a  
brother of Ree3, though i t  is not probable th a t  
he came to  Glamorganshire, b u t remained a t  
Llandovery. In ,th e  preface in the  44 Canwyll 
y  Cym ru,” published in Llandovery in  1770, 
and w ritten  also by  th e  publisher (this edition 
of th e  work is said to  be the fourteenth) he
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years to  p rin t. Mr W alters patronized the 
printer, and besides printing the Dictionary, 
had sem e sermons printed in 1772, and the 
“ D issertations on the Welsh language” about 
th e  same time. The issue in parts of the Dic- 

v tiocar.y  was an  arraancm ent which suited both
• 'cífèw
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the  au tho r and ..printer. A subscription list was 
opened, and an encouraging am ount of support 
s  obtained—more perhaps th an  could be ex-; 

pected, for th e  price of each p a rt was fixed 
ra ther high. \ ;4

In  the  first le tter of the series,- which, 
we are about to  quote* bearing ‘date 8th 
March, 1774, we have some details of the publi- i 
cation, and Mr W alters writes in the hopeful 
tone of a  m an who had not much trouble so far* 
w ith provincial printers. By November of th ev 
same year, the  scene is no t so brilliantly 
lighted. Rees Thomas is in difficulty, and is ip ' 
London, looing after a  law-suit in which he 
was involved. His removal from Cacrmarthen- 
shire to  Cowbridge prepares one to  fear th a t  his 
affairs were not so flourishing in the former 

I place ; and his journeys to  London has left 
him  bare of means to  carry on the work of the i 
prin ting  office. There is no ink, and as Rees J 
Thomas knew it would be wanted, good Mr 
W alters is annoyed th a t he has no t sent some 
down. Meanwhile the  publication of 
P a r t  IX . is declared, and subscribers are 
k ep t waiting. Somehow these difficulties aTe 

; got over as tim e goes on, and a t  irregular in ter
vals, b u t w ith the  inevitable delay, a few more 
numbers of the  D ictionary are issued. At last 
Mr Rees Thom as’s affairs reach a crisis. 
One m orning, in May, 1777, the bailiffs are pu t 
in, and an appeal is made to  Mr W alters ; Mrs 
Rees Thomas come running to  Llandougb, with 
tears in her eyes, to  en treat him to come to  
Cowbridge. He goes, and the goods lieing 
appraised, he buys them.

says:
“ Fy Nghyd Wiadwyr :

“  Trefnodd Duw, iw dw r pob daioni, ’scrifen- 
“ iadau y r Awdwr Duwiol hwn gael eu rhoddi 
44 i m i i w neuthur y  gorau o honynt, ac w rth eu 

! “  chwilio deallais mai. ei bregethau oedd y  rhan 
“ fwyai o honynt, pa  rai a  gadwyd yn ei Lyfr- 
“ gell ef yn  Llanym ddyfri er dydd ei farwol-
aeth .”

Rees Thom as, when issuing this edition of the  
* Canwyll y  Cymru,” fully intended to  publish 

; a  volume of his sermons, and we are informed 
| by  ano ther source th a t  he took the  MSS. w ith 

him  to  Cowbridge for th a t  purpose. These ser
mons were never published, and to  save any- 

| body th e  trouble of try ing  to  discover these 
, treasures, I  m ay here say th a t  Mr Rees, Ton,
I was only th ree  m onths too late  to  save them . 

Cartloads of papers, including the old vicar’s 
sermons, had  been taken from Mr W alters’s 
residence a fte r his death, to  a  place called 
44 W aun y  G aer,” and burn t as waste papers.

There is only one sermon ex tan t known to 
have lx«n w ritten  by  th e  vicar, and this is 
published in the  la te  Llandovery edition of 
“ The W elshman’s Candle,”  which is also the  
fullest and best in every sense.

B u t to  re tu rn  to  the  Dictionary, the  condi
tions on w’hich it  was to be published are thus 
printed oij th e  paper cover of P a r t  I :—

“ The work to  be  printed in quarto, w ith the 
“ same le tte r  and paper as th is number, and to 
44 be published in numbers, each of which is to 
44 consist of 12 sheets, a t  two pence per sheet 
“  The twelve p arts issued, which we have seen 
44 were published a t  the following dates 
P arts  I  and I I ,  1770, P a rt I I I .  1771 ; P a rts 
IV . and V., 1772 ; P a rts VI. and V II., 1773 ; 
P a r t  V I I I . r  1774; P a r t  IX ., 1775; P a r tX .,  
1776 ; P a r t  X I., 1778 ; P a r t  X II., 1780.”

The n ex t tw o parts, as we have been able to 
gather from  the  correspondence between Mr 

I W alters and Mr Owain Jones, “  Myfyr,” were

(To be Continued).
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W ê  By ò a d S a w d .:  . ’ /
' v WELSH PRINTER̂ . / /  !
The W elsh - Bibliographical Society, which 

was formed a t the  last National Eisteddfod, 
h a re  sent ou t their first circular, asking all those 
who are interested in Welsh literature  for their 
assistance and co-operation . in the  a ttem p t of 
m ak ing a complete record of all printing presses 
ŵhich were established in W ales from the earli- 
eàt at'T refhedyn,by Isaac C arter in 1719, down 
to 'th e  end of the 18th century. Also th e  record 
of,Welsh books published outside the  P rinci
pality, 'for Welsh books were printed long 
before the  abóve press was established a t 
Trefhedyn. The list now available, compiled 
by  tho 'la te  Mr Charles Ashton; which I  p re 
sume to  be the  o n e , m ost complete a t  present, 
is given as a (guide, and the  circular solicits the 
assistance of their fellow-countrymen, and th a t  
every comm unication on th is interesting sub
jec t should be made to  th e  secretary, Mr D. R- 

| Phillips, Free Library, Swansea. A glance a t  
\ the  list of Welsh pubisbers, as it  appears in the

____ first issue of the society, makes i t  quite  plain
{th a t  there js m uch work to  do in th is direction,
“ for some very im porant towns* and their cele-

____ 1 h rated  > publishers are no t given, such as r
London and Dublin.

The only place where Welëh books had been 
f printed in Glamorganshire previous to  the  year 
Í XBOO is Y Bontfaen (Cowbridge), and the  old 
1 town on th e  Thaw , which seems to  be much the 

_j; Same now as i t  was a hundred and thirty-six  
' yeàrs ago, when it issued tho first book ever 

printed in the county, only . th a t  the  Welsh 
language is no t so freely spoken by the  inha- 

rbi£ants.

J ; The history  of the  Cowbridge Press is very sad 
 ̂ reading, andwhén we realize the  am ount of cost 
l and anxiety , those who were connected with its 

I establishm ent had to  bear, and if the  one a t  
Cowbridge is a  fair specimen of the  other 
prin ting  presses established in other towns 
th roughout Wales in th e  18th century,we should 
certain ly  learn to  respect and revere the 
memory of Weigh printers and publishers, for 

. i t  Was they  who laboured, and we who have 
entered into their labour.
t . In  çne of th e  W elsh magazines m ay be seen 

I' the  following note,under a  Welsh tune, printed 
(dong before ever we had anything like á 
\ collection of tune  5 for the  sanctuary  :«*~

“ W e failed to  p u t in the  tenor pa rt of this 
" “  tune, as it was sent to  us, because there 

*4 were no t enough type  in th e  office.” i
W hatever m ight be said against the  press 

|ja t th e  present day,we find in the above instancé 
íjjhëh it did its level best to  serve the  age, and 
Je  should feel grateful to  the  good people who 
&ve gone before, for m uch of tho blessings we

. B ut m y intention in commencing this article , 
was to  write tho h isto ry  of the  first printing 
press of Glamorgan, andT ^hould  suggest th a t I 
someone in eaqli of t h è ’ twelve counties* (tair- 
sir-ar-ddeg Cymru) would do likewise.

To the Reverend John  W alters, M.A., rector 
of Llandough, is due the  honour of establíÿiWg! 
the

First Printing Pre8s in Glamorgan..*
The worry, the annöyáncesj th e 'd i^ a p ^ o rn g  

m ents it  co$t him , fo r .m e U U S  l b  C O S b  1111X1, J U I’ . U J i i u y  lUXLK o a j . u r r (w«<4jn.:,

years, we shall here endeavour to -peak of* 
Much of th e  m aterial will be taken from, a  series

W alters and t-nat parriono ; weisimian—-no 
whom, we owe m ostly the  . collection anci tfie 
publication of the  “ Myfyrian Archaelogi^^^ 
Mr Owain Jones (Myfyr)—a 1 liberal-handed: 
Eonáóiy "m erchan t,'  to  :/w hose' • énèrg^'1' ̂  | t ; 
is due t lia t"  th e  great Dictionary r 
w ritten  by  Mr W alters, and . m ostly printed ; 
in Cowbridge. was / Ẃ  T jŴ  brought ‘ tó  
completion. How Mr W alters came, to  devote t 
himself to  th e  task  of compiling, a  huge diction- ;

• ary  m ay be learn t from w hat he tells us of the'l 
i m atte r in the  preface of the  dictionary. H e had- 

acquired either by  gift or by purchase the 
m anuscripts of the  Reverend Ẅilliàm Gambold 
—th e  au tho r of the  Grammar of th e  W elsh Lan- 

( guage in English. Gambold was a  native of 
Cardiganshire, and was rector of Punches ton  
and Llanychaer, in Pembrokeshire. Mr Gam 
bold had been working for many years upon a  
dictionary, and his labours had been talked 
of, and much had been hoped from them  by 
Welsh scholars. I t  seemed alm ost like a  
national loss th a t  all th e  labour upon a  work so 
m uch desired should be throw n away ; and Mr 
W alters hoped th a t  if the  MSS. came into his 
hands, a  little  editing, and possibly a few 
additions, would be all th a t would be required 

j to  make them  ready for their publication. This 
proved to  be a  vain dream, 1 Air Gambold had 
n o t worked system atically, his MSS. had serious 
blanks in them , and worst than  all his scholar
ship was so defective th a t  much of his p re
pared work' was valuelesis. In  the  end^Sir 
W alters found th a t  the task would have been 

! lighter had he never keen burdenéd w ith the  
- Gambold MSS. all. The only good effect th e y l  

had  was to  tu rn  Mr W alters’s a tten tion  to  th a t  
particu lar study, and to  arouse his interest in 

j it. Therefore he determined bo go on. This 
probably took place shortly  after, his settlem ent 
n Llandough.

Towards the  end of the  year 1769, there  cqrne 
to  Cowbridge a prin ter, a  Rees Thom as, who 
set up a  printing press there. Mr Thomas is 

J entitled to honour, and his nam e will-Ŵ Äyâ

Íbe held in remembrance, for he was p̂ npM ^ B  
early prin ters'of Wales. He had been inÇ {b^^ 
ness in L landovery and Caerm arthen. . ^



tKeTÍ~Séren Foreuf& eu Ganwyll y ,
} Çymru,” a t  Llandovery in 1770, and having 
■printed the two 'first p arts of the 
; Walters* Dictionary a t  Cowbi idge th e , 

/s a m e  year, we m ust conclude th a t  it  was 
[j only p a rt of the  prèss at» this tim e was 
| . removed from %Llandovery to  Cowbridge. On 
I the  very  first book published a t  Cowbridge, we 
> are informed th a t  they  were printed by R. and 
| :,T ./Thom as ; the  la tter is supposed to  be a 

—I brother of'Rées, though i t  is not probable th a t 
. \fie came to. Glamorganshire, b u t remained a t  

Llandovery. In  the preface in the  “ Canwyll 
— .y  Cymru,” ■ published m Llandovery in 1770, 

i and w ritten  also by the  publisher (this edition 
I of the  work is said to  be the fourteenth) he 

—| .say s?’.*•>;. ~ ■ ' * ;* ■. . —
“ Fy Nghyd Wladwyr: •

“ Trefnodd Duw, awdwr pob daioni, ’serif en*
~  [** iadau y r Awdwr Duwiol hwn gael eu rhoddi 

; “  i  m i i w neuthur y gorau o honynt, ac w rth eu 
** thwilio deallais mai ei bregethau oedd y  rhan 
“ fwyat o honynt, pa rai a  gadwyd yn ei Lyfr- 
** gell ef yn  Iìanym ddyfri er dydd ei farwol- 
aeth .”

Rëes Thomas, when issuing this edition of the 
/ • '  Canẁýll y  Cymru,” fully intended to  publish 
a  volume pf his sermons, and *ve are informed 
by  another, source th a t  he took the  MSS. with 

. ! him to  Öow bridge for th a t  purpose. These ser *
• mons ̂ e re  never published, and to  save any - 
body the- trouble of trying to  discover these 

; ' treasures, Ì  m ay here say th a t  Mr Rees, Ton,
Was only, three m onths too late  to  save .; them. 

dEfiíjí-fd^ lnèlùding the  old vicar’s
sermons, .had been taken from Mr W alters’s 
residence, after hip ' d eath , to  a  place callèd 

ŵ  W atin y  G aer,” and b u rn t as waste papers. 
/T h e r é  is only one Sermon ex tan t known to 
have bt«n w ritten  by the vicar, and this is 
published * in the late  Llandovery edition of 
“ The W elshman’s Candle,”  which is also the 
fullest and best in every sense.
■ B u t to  re tu rn  to  the  D ictionary, the  condi

tions on which it was to be published are thus 
prin ted  on the paper cover of Part-1 :—
:'5 “ The work "to be printed in quarto, w ith the 
“ èame let t e r 'ánd paper as this num ber, and to 
y .be published in numbers, each of which is to 

-| “ consist of 12 sheets, a t  two pence per sheet.
“ The'twelve parts issued^ which we have seen,
“ were published a t  the  following dates 

/ Pärts I  and: I I ,  1770, P a rt I I I ,  1771 ; Parts 
TV .'and V.,/1772 ; Parts. VI. and V II., 1773 ; 

i P a rt W in '.;  1774 ; P a r t  IX ., 1775 ; P a r t  X.,
-Î 1776; P a r t  X I., 1778; P a r t  X II., 1780.” 

j /;JThé next W o  parts, as we have been able to 
/gather from the correspondence between Mr

, W alters and Mr O wain Jones, “ M yfyr,” w ere-----
all th a t  was published a t  Cowbridge, finishing 
with" the word “ R am part,” and took three.

years to  prin t. Mr W alters .patronized the 
printer, and besides printing the Dictionary, 
had some sermons printed in 1772, and the 
“ D issertations on the  W elsh language” about, 
the  same time. The issue in parts of th e  Dic- 
tiouAr v  was an  arrainmment which suited both 

# 0  author, and printer. A subscription list was* 
opened, and an encouraging am ount of support 
je phtainedT-mòre perhaps than  could be ex-? 
poct^dr for the p rice , of each p a rt was fixM 
fa th e r high, Ý : ; i  "• • '  ‘ìT : ' ì ■■ ^  -
‘ In  the  first letter of the series, which- 
we are about to quote* bearing date é ttó  i 
‘March, 1774, we have some details of the p u b li/ 
^cation, and Mr W alters writes in the hopeful <
^tone of a  man who had no t much trouble so far 
, w ith  provincial printers. By November of the/ 
same year, . the scene . is no t so- brilliantly 

1 lighted .; Rees Thomas is in difficulty, and is ini 
London, looing after a law-suit in which he| f 

1 was involved. His removal from C arm arth en  
shire tp Cowbridge prepares one to  fear th a t his ■ 
affairs were not so- flourishing in the  former- 
place ; and his jou rneys. to  London has leftj 
him bare of means to  carry on the  work of the", ; 
printing office. There is no ink, apd as ; I^eesÌ' 
Thomas ; knew it  would be wanted, good-Mf 
W alters,is annoyed th a t  he has no t sent some> 
down. - Meanwhile the publication of; 
P a r t  IX. is declared; and subscribers are-, 

f  k ep t waiting. Somehow these difficulties.^re»
< got over as tim e goes on, and a,t irregularenter- 
vals, b u t w ith th e  inevitable delay, a,few more, 
numbers of the  D ictionary are issued. A t las t-*

__ Mr Ress Thomas’s affairs reach ' a  crisis, i
One morning, in May, 1777, the bailiffs are p u t ! 
in, apd an appeal is made to  Mr W alters /M rs  j 
Rees Thomas come running to  Llandough, with ) 
tears- in her eyes, »to .en trea t him  to  come to j 
Cowbridge. He goes, and the goods being] 
appraised, he buys them .

In  our las t article*we foiled th a t the  ^bailiffs j 
bad  taken possession of the printing press j 
owjied b y  Mr Rees Thomas a t  Cowbridge in 
1777—“ blv^ddyn  y  tair.caib ,” as,the old people 
used to call it. In  Daniel W alters’ Diary (the  
second son of the Rev.’John  W alters), which he 
kept when a bóy  * a t  school in the  year 1777-8, 
we have the following entry  :— ,

“  Tuesday,llía ŷ  Í3th, 1777» Mary Lewis'called 
upon us on hpr way to  Cowbridge, whjther I
ẃ;ént, accompanied’ by lieri my- m other, and H. _
the BaiiUff.: ' ;.. j  j

“ W ednesday, May 14th, to  the p rin ter’s 
office to  seizi the  goods, Mrs Thomas, after, 
sending ,C. backwards and forwards m apy 
times, came w itbdea^.in  .her; eyes to  en treat m y 
father to  come' tpl .Çowbridge. f i e  went, and 
the goods beng ,app issed ;;bpngp tthem .”

; ,r Thëse fragments.4 - of a  schoolboy’g diary were 
carefully bòúnfi.up i t ia  stn&ll volujne, waS ex- /_



' fiajnt' Having
been, as Ì ^n iièrs tend , lèn t  to  some h n e  Who 

; hàd forgotten to  rèfcúrh it, and -probably never 
' will1. ‘ THe'story, they 7 tejl is alm ost as’ in terest
ing as if they  had'beeii from the  daily journal 
of one of the  farnily of the Vicar of Wakefield. 
They present 'a  charmingly simple picture of 
the domestic life of â  \Velsh county clergyman 

.m ore th an  a hundred and th irty  years ago.]
H enceforth, a fter Mr W alters had  become the  

i owner of the  press, we m ight suppose th a t  the j 
work of printing, the  dictionary would move I 

! forward w ithout a  h itch. N o t so ; eighteen j 
m onths passes;, in . ẃttích no g rea t progress is \ 
made, and Mr W klters Jiinds th a t much as he 
has (lone, he i&átlîl 'expected to  do more,„and 
finds his work nëgiëcted in th e  end.

In January ; J Íltä%?}xè thus complains tc> his 
1 friends in London “ I ám vexed.,to tell you
how slowjy the  press goes on w ith the  work, 
while the  p rin ter suffers every insignifiant job 
to  bí*çak;in upon m ine,'for no other reason th a t 
I can^ assign , b j i t r th^-tyhe is ungrateful, - and 
thinks I m ust n o w  continue with him  tho,’ he 
uses me evier so ill. He promises now indeeh to 
go on more ëxpedifciouslý,ànd I sincerely assure 
you‘th a t  I am, and shid) be, very uneasy in my 

,mind till I  Jiave i t  in  m y power to  inform-you 
th a t  tho 12th’ num ber is published, which I 
hope will nob be m any  Wĉ ekS hence. Th*s 
num ber will take" in- p a rt of R .” The next 

iletŴr is dated April 10ih, 1779 : “ No doubt,” 
he says, *' you have seen Bèès TLomás,jthe 

!p rin ter, who íáMn town, to  be a t  the determ in
ation  of his j^w ,suit, which has been so long 
'impending, and there \ is reason to  hope it-will 
be determ jned in his favour. , The pres^ is 
inoiv g b in g p re tty  briskly, and I  hope it will no t 
■be long before you receive th e  12th  num ber.”
| On May 7th he agaiû writes : “ Mr-Thom^s’s 
wearisome law  su it /  so often on the  point of 
being se ttled , is. still (far*froçi being delerminpd,’ 
and. w hat 13 more
|it on. Soviet. \i3pAdLe omhis
h e h a lf^ b y r î ^ ^ t^ t ó ^ n e s ^ b  Whom this letter 
is. a d d r e ^ ^ | / ^ i ^ h ;|ÌXi> jValteys could not) in 
^prudence complyv^withi -' And he there 
'goes on : , y Mr * ̂ Thomas knows th e  s ta te  
jot ' pay affairs, a n d / ’ th a t  i t  would j be 
Highly im prudent in , the embarrassed 
s ta te  of n^y engagements to  risk an y 
thing. I  shall bo Obliged to apply to Mr Owen 
'Jones for the Small jsum in his hands to’ buy 
jpaper, &c., for t-lie D ictionary (12th No.) * The 
brfcss, which, i}ad beoû .go inÄ risk ly . réceiyed y;a 
sh o rt check. fpr v waẁUof hpc; which is' now 
arrived. I wish Mr Thomas'was a t  home, bu t 
w sh also th a t he ihaV bring his, affairs- in 
London to successful isSpe- J^Iay God hless 

.you, an d  remember you, for your unwearied 
( kindness to m e.” >

'  r Tlie tẁèlfth> num ber, so long talked, of,
las t .eornes put, ib ú t th ree  years have.tqlp, 
before No 13 appears. > On th e  H2tli :;Áugü

---------- jl782. Mp, Wal ters.wpitÇ3..thus to London e r  J
^pòlögy.-fòrirjÉlio Blowneäáiì of <tíìè:puhhoafci 
wilb be tpund 1 pet  the.w rapper pf:the

-----  I t  is ih y  misfortune th a t I  am  obliged
so ui&uy ^apologies, as ; to  be/dp.vd[^iige^ 
ex haustin^ the  patience of disinteré$Ìçd;frier

---------- 1 shi^) itself.**',v Iji : those good old dáys, fbi me
th an  a  century  ago they  took m attef$ / leisu 
;ly ; even people as embarrassed in, c^rc‘umstan<

_______ 'as poor Rees Thomas did so.( I t  is no t ] tic
I January , 1783, th a t he bestirs bim selffpr t 
I effort of bringing ou t Np.,l4. OnTlxe 10th d

_______  of th a t  m outh the arrival of the paper fo r U
num ber is acknowledged, b u t * coupled ẃiéh t 
sad confession th a t  : . “ Alas ! Now we > 
ou t of in k ! I n is  evident th a t  we cannot £ 
on w ithout the assistance of Mr Jones, apd l  
slowly with it.» I  m ust ask the favour oTy 
to get from M r' Blackwell, in W ood’s C^ose 
cask of ink, of {He value of 15s, arid send 
down by the Swansea coach directed t p  Mr Rees

_______ Thomas, P rin ter, Cowbridge.” r " _
A blank of ten  years now occurs ip th e  C( 

respondence, broken by  b u t one letter, wJp 
bears date 4th October, 1790.. We. do n b t l  
lieve th a t comm unication between 'th e  parti 
was suspended during  th is long period, h u t th  
tlie  letters fpr/ those ; years /h a v e , by decider 
either been losfc.yôrr/d e s tro y e d  
le tte rs  were not: so numerotusi iü. these ^uar^s 
m ih o  former, foe in this preserved letter ? 
W alters.!alluded Vto a dorhestic trouble, ai 

j affliction which has taken placed fifteen ^p^Jb]
S before in his family. The le tte r ' is a m o S ts;
, and mournful one and it will be necessary tjo 01 
understandng it, th a t  we takeva  mppaentat 
glance a t  the W alters family/ Fiye sons Ik 
been born to*Mr ÍWalters-—John, Daniel,: H enr 

j M illiam, and Lewis. T he two eldeCvbpyf|hi; 
.William were, exceptionally gifted,‘ an d tlie  
g reat talents were perfected b y  cídefully^'girfi 
ted and assiduous study. The promise pf jfhe  
early life was all th a t could gladden ‘ th e ^ h ^  
of a father, particularly  a  father of schb|dr- 
tastes. Jq h u  and Daniel appear each tothav 
earned distinction a t Oxford- i 

Both took orders. John became Fellow ( 
his college (Jesus),, ghd auickjy aflerlytho heat 
m astership of Cowbridge Gram mar Scho< 
before he was tw en ty -fìve yeàrs pr agè/ He ha 
resigned this for th e  better a p p p in tm è á t; c 
•Ruthin, in  North Wales, where 

l ied a very active life. He wa^^ su^çeedêít/ 
Cowbridg^ by, l|is bro ther Daniel, dn§’|Ẅ  

j William had n o t passed - by  the  Hnivereity, b t 
the promise* of th is  opening powers waià eye 

j greater than  th a t  of his elder h ro th ere . | j I p o  
I these^bright hopes, a  b ligh t of sPrrp w suÿdcnl 
'te ll, and blotted them  out for ever. ^T he  |thfè



jsoijya died alm ost ' in the space of two y eari,an d  
thblbeVeaved fa ther was left in a 1 m anner, deso
late. The two sons spared were n o t quick

-witted. .No wonder then th a t  in the ycaçs 1789 
jahd 1790'the pen of the  poor old clergyman was 
laid aside/' His le tter of Septem ber,.J 790, to 

/htè’friend in London:, is evidently, w ritten in 
; reply to th a t friend’s condolence to  him.} The 
affliction is no t mentioned in any nearer form 
than as “ /stroke upon stroke ,” lie himself 
broken in mind and body—h eart broken. Y et 
a /to n eo f pioias'resignation pervades it through
out. Time, which assuages all griefs, , in a 
greater ordess degree brought some surcease 
'from sorrpw to Mr W alters, b u t the  dictionary, 
■which has been, so to  say, th e  work of his life, 
;is. still incom plete; age is creeping on—has, 
indeed, overtaken < him, and. an effort m ust be 
m ade to fini^i it. , ^  yfi
• - In  spité^of his sorrow, in spite of advancing 
age .with its  a tte n d an t evils, d u ty  to  his su b 
scribers .bids him  resume and conclude the  work 

f\*hich; ho has se t before him. So th e  heart- 
ibrpkeh and. weary old m an once m ore takes up 
h is task , and in May, 1793, he has th e  supreme 
Satisfaction of writing to  his friend in Upper 
Tham es-street th a t  the  last touch had  been 

!,put to  the  MS,, and to  beg his advice regarding 
th e  printing and publishing of th e  remaining 
ẁunibers.. <' ... , ' . /

f - Gfeunsel was indeed, necessary, for poor Rees 
Thomas, the  Cpwbridge prin ter, had  passed 
aw ayfrom  a  world where law suits and bailiffs 
had  iso long plagued, him, and  had  been laid to  
rest in U andough  Churchyard. “  W ould it 

/ftOÌj,* be advisable,” he asks, “ to  have the  
p rin ting  done/jn  London ?” His friend agrees 

}’;it would be , and a  p rin ter having been 
engaged, the  MS. is sen t up on A ugost2nd, 
1793.
, B ut, oven ijL London, prin ters m ay be found 
dilatory, and the  poor lexicographer’s tria ls are 
n o t y e t a t  an end. May, 1794; arrives, and the 
,subscribers.are s tillw a itin g  for th e  concluding 

[ num bers. In  a stra in  of u tte r  sadness, Mr 
t W alters addresses his correspondent on th e  

subject- T here is in th is le tte r a  deeper and 
more path^tác,wail th an  even th a t  cry of the  
h eart J wrung from Sam uel Jo h aso n  when he 
ç^ççipjeted his D ictionary, and w rote his cele
brated le tte r  to  Lord Chesterfields Success, or 
in 'th is case completion of labour w ith th e  plea- 
siire pr satisfaction arising therefrom , had  been 
delayed un til poor W alters could n o t enjoy .it ; 
tilth e  was (in one sad aspect) so litary ,and could 
n o t im part i t ; and here th e  parallel between 
the  tw o lexicographers ends. N ot for him  could 
thodettered ease which a ttended D r Johnson’s 
late r years,.w ith the  homage paid him  by  tfie 
 ̂whole yrorld of learning, be hoped for, even if 
iij hàd  been relatively a tta inab le . Im agination

W <T£oFpicture/ "neither 'did the  wearied mind 
and body of this bereaved fa ther desire a  calcA 
season of re st to  follow the  completion of his 
labours/ when the  fatne so painfully  and 
patiently  earned m ight be enjoyed. No, he 
writes as one for whom the  cares and joys of the 
world are over .; h is / sole desire is - *• th a t  the 
D ictionary m ay be completed.”
1 "  I  had  hoped,” he  Says, “ I  shQuld have had 

an account of the  'D ictionary being o u t of the  
press by  this. Upon . sending the  MS. up  to  
London, I  acquainted m y friends with^ .the' 
arrangem ents which , had, been, made; Coupled, 
w ith  th e  assurance th a t  th e  work would now be 
completed w ith o u t fu rther dpi ày . I  am  qtiite 
h u r t  a t  th e  disapppmtmenfc. I  Vhave been con
fined t o  m y  room for three  weeks w ith  a  ./sëyére, 
a tta ck  ;df:thp old com plaint, and w a s ' afraid I  
should n o t  havè th e  s&tistaotion of seeing; the  
iŵ tm öf tho  * o ri0b tjugbu  
completion. Thank God I  am  recovering.’’^ /  

The -Work, however, is now im  th e  sfcronjg 
hands of Owen , Jones -dẁ /^m pletŵ ôn í
although so long âèìáyèd,is'assured. ^ î ío  doubt 
thè proofs had th e  benefit of his rev ision ., By 
September,; 1794; the  correspondènòe over the  
publication comes to  a  close ; the  work has1' 
been delivered to  the  subscribers, and the  
p rin ter has been paid. W hether Mr W ajters' 
derived any pecuniary benefit from the  publi
cation is doubtful—indeed, there is more th an  
a  suspicion th a t  he was ou t of pocket. V 

Thus th e  S tandard W elsh and English Dic
tionary  was brought to  its completion. Upon 
the  English lexicographer there  attended a t  th e  
close of his labour s sundry rewards and a great 
access of social consideration. H is University 
hastened to  confer :upon him the honorary 
degree of D.O.L. ; the  Governm ent of th e  day 
granted him  a  (well-merited) pension ; and the 
learned world ejevated him  to  a  kind of/L iter
ary  D ictator. Poor Mr W alters was the object 
of no such a tten tion  or adulation. Ten m onths 
before his death  he was elected to  a  Prebendal 
Stall in the  Cathedral Church, of his diocese ; 
and w ith th a t  m odest acknowledgment of his 
labours the  flood of honour reached its highest 
m ark . . y  , .■■■"■)

Befçre /( concluding this notice one more 
le tter deserves a tten tion . I t  is dated Cow- 
bridge, Ìfẁy 12th, 1797. /  The poor old gentle- . 
m an  ie very ill ; he has been suffering from 
fever |p r  three m ouths. He is seventy-six years 
old, he  says, and feels the weakness pf old age. 
The handw riting o f this last le tte r shows 
indeed traces of feebleness, b u t there are still 
touches of the  old stateliness which liad been 
so m arked and so uniform  a characteristic in 
all the  earlier letter?. I t  was a  1 tand th a t  
never seemed to  v a r y ; and if handw riting



/ /
Èfords * key to  character,\  then tliéifè iaSy

^áaásu red ly  be read in this of Mr Walters* the  
tevidence of. a  m ind large, grand, and calm.
| I t  shows ns a  m an whose life was regulated by 
^fixed principles; and who, having decided upon 
a  course to  bo followed, would pursue th a t 

— vcourse evenly to  th e  end. In  his diction, there 
is, perhaps, too m uch of th a t  “ rounding of 
periods,’' common to  the  scholarly writers of 
th a t tim e which has, to  the year of th is  our tim e, 
a  tinge of form ality and deprives i t  of w hat we 
are pleased to  call “ naturalness "  of expres
sion. This, however, was the  language and st^le 
of 1790 ; and there can be no doubt b u t th a t  i t  
flowed as freely and easily from his lip and 
pen ; and w ith as little  prem editation as the 
slipshod English of to-day fails from  the  Hp^ 
of so jnany of our free talkers. '„0

Mr W alters died on the  tw en tie th  day after 
be had  penned the le tte r ju s t  referred to, 
nam ely, on the 1st of June, 1797. He was buried 
a t  U andough  on the 4th of June. His grave is 
probably in the  . chancel, b u t no stone m arks < 
the  spo t where he has been laid. This disrew 

J  gard of th e  m em ory of those who have deserýedj- 
wpll of their .country , is b u t too common in' 
Wales. . The gçave of a  distinguished person is, 
bedewed with tears a t  his burial, and is strew ed 
with perishable flowers ; and w ith th is transient, 
expression of sentim ent the public conscience 
is satisfied. .Any w arm er patrio tism  finds an  
ou tle t in the vapourings th a t take  place a t  
E isteddfodau—and . so quickly vanishes into; 
th in  air. Ä few of» his bro ther bards laid the  
tr ib u te  of the, Welsh Muse (figuratively, speak'», 
ing) upon Mr W alters’ toml>—and th en  the  
m ortuary  honours, rendered to  him  by bis 
countrym en ceased. 1 2 / 1 / 4 7


