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EDMONDSTOWN
Mid Glamorgan

EDMONDSTOWN LIES ju s t  so u th  w est of Porth  in  the  R hondda 
and  is nam ed  after the  Revd Thom as Edm ondes, owner of D inas 
Isa f Farm  on w hich the  houses were built in the  early  1880s. The 
less com m on form  of the  su rn am e w ith its added ‘e’ has led to 
m isu n d ers tan d in g s  a t  tim es; th is is the  reason  why Edm ondstow n 
is spe lt as it is. B u t the  family was better know n for m any years for 
th e ir  m isdeeds th a n  for th e ir con tribu tion  to the  com m unity

Thomas Edmondes was descended from a  family whose members 
had  been settled  in the Cowbridge a rea  for over two h u n d red  years 
an d  who had  g radually  gained notoriety  an d  prom inence as 
landow ners an d  public figures. In the  early days the  behaviour and  
general lifestyle of som e of the m em bers of the  family left m u ch  to 
be desired . By the  la tte r ha lf of the  n in e teen th  cen tu ry  the  family 
as a  whole had  achieved considerable respectability .

Som e of the  varied events w hich m ark  the  family’s earlier 
h isto ry  a re  w orthy of recording here. Thom as Edm ondes in stitu ted  
the  M ichaelm as Fair a t  Cowbridge in 1750 and  becam e Under- 
Sheriff of G lam organ two years later. In 1755 he bought the 
m anors of Hilary an d  B eaupre (Bewpur) for £6,500 , tak ing  a 
m ortgage from Capel H anbury  of Pontypool, b u t there  were soon 
ind ications th a t  he owed money, a recu rren t them e in  the  family 
for m any  years..

In 1759 Thom as Edm ondes sp en t more th a n  a th o u san d  
gu ineas p u rch asin g  a  com m ission in th e  G uards for h is son  Jo h n , 
th en  aged twenty. While in the G uards Jo h n  E dm ondes m et a 
fellow officer, Jo h n  Dive, who invited him  to the  family hom e a t 
Clarges S treet, Piccadilly, and  in troduced  him  to h is eighteen year 
old s is te r, C harlotte. Jo h n 's  m arriage to C harlo tte  was eventually
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agreed upon and complicated negotiations took place for a  marriage 
se ttlem en t ru n n in g  into th o u sa n d s  of p ounds. D uring the  
negotiations, w hich involved C harlo tte’s uncle a n d  g randfa ther, 
Thom as Edm ondes allegedly p retended  th a t  he held  th e  m anors of 
Beaupre and  Cowbridge, worth £7,000 yearly, free of encum brance, 
an d  w hich he would se ttle  on  his son an d  C harlo tte  Dive for a 
£10 ,000  portion. B u t som e aspects of the  se ttlem en t suggest th a t  
Thom as Edm ondes was no t entirely  honest in h is dealings w ith the 
Dives, in  th a t  he concealed a  m ortgage for £7,000 . There are  also 
baptism  records showing th a t Thomas had two illegitimate children 
in  1767 and  1771.

Jo h n ’s wife Charlotte died in childbirth in 1770, and he remarried 
the  following year to  M argaret, d au g h te r of Jo h n  Deere of Hilton, 
Colw inston. In 1772 there  was a n  ex traord inary  su it in C hancery  
over a  long an d  p ro tracted  d ispu te  abou t the se ttlem en t of Jo h n  
E dm ondes’ m arriage to C harlo tte  Dive. Now rem arried , Jo h n  
Edm ondes b rough t the  su it aga in st his father, Thom as Edm ondes, 
h is form er father-in  -law, Jo h n  Dive, and  his surviving d augh ters , 
C harlo tte  and  A nna Maria. It would appear th a t Jo h n  Edm ondes 
was try ing to m ake som e personal gain from  th is  w ith a  view to 
financing  his second m arriage, although  it is u n ce rta in  how he 
fared in the case.

W hen Jo h n  Edm ondes died in 1774 m uch  of his property, 
fu rn itu re  an d  leases were sold off a t  a public auc tion  to help pay 
his deb ts . C orrespondence preserved by the  N ational M useum  of 
W ales show s th a t  betw een the  years 1772 and  1782 the  Edm ondes 
were being pressed for the repaym ent of loans by various prom inent 
Glamorgan families. John  Edmondes' second wife M argaret survived 
him  by som e fifty eight years, dying on April 24 1836 aged ninety. 
Of th is  second m arriage there  were th ree d augh ters , M argaret, 
F rances an d  Caroline, and  a  son  and  heir, Thom as.

It w as Jo h n 's  son , Thom as, who inherited  w hat w as left of the 
Edm ondes esta te . He w as educated  a t J e su s  College, Oxford and  
in 1802 m arried  M aiy, the  d au g h te r of M organ Gwyn Davies of 
Cwm, C arm arthen . He becam e a  m ajor in  the  G lam organshire 
Militia and  was m ayor of Cowbridge from 1828 till his d ea th  on 
S ep tem ber 12 1845. He was also a sen ior m agistra te  and  D eputy 
L ieu tenan t of the  county.

T hom as’ younger son  William, born in  1809, becam e the 
su p e rin te n d e n t reg istrar a t Bridgend and Cowbridge. In 1845 he
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served on the  provisional com m ittee o f the  R hondda a n d  Ely 
Valleys Ju n c tio n  Railway. He also becam e the  clerk and  tre a su re r  
to the  Board of the Bridgend and  Cowbridge G uard ians, b u t 
com m itted  su icide in  April 1855 to escape the  consequences o f the 
m isappropria tion  of £1 ,200  belonging to the  Poor Law Union. He 
sh o t h im self in  his office in C hurch  S treet, Cowbridge.

This inciden t appears to be the  las t of those  w hich m arred  the 
h isto ry  of a  family, who, w hen they  first becam e ‘big’ people in the 
neighbourhood were scoffed a t by high an d  low as the  parvenu  
gentry of the locality. Thomas Edmondes' heir, also nam ed Thomas, 
b ro u g h t respectab ility  and  dignity to the  family.

B orn in 1806, Thom as Edm ondes, like his father, w ent to Je su s  
College, Oxford, and  he gained a  fu rth e r degree a t Cam bridge. He 
becam e vicar o f L lanbleth ian  and  Cowbridge an d  W elsh S t D onats 
an d  held th a t  appo in tm en t from  1835 to 1883. He was also  a n  
hono rary  can o n  of Llandaif. In addition, he was a  m agistra te  and  
for a  while held the post of m aste r of Cowbridge G ram m ar School.

Thom as Edm ondes inherited  considerable e s ta tes  from his 
father, no t only in  the  im m ediate Cowbridge a rea  b u t also  in the 
parishes of Llanwonno, Ystradyfodwg and Llantrisant and, according 
to the  cen su s re tu rn s  of 1871, he owned over th irteen  h u n d red  
acres in  Glam organ. D uring his life tim e the family fortunes began  
to tak e  a  tu rn  for the  better. Through careful m anagem ent and  
with money bequeathed to his wife, Edmondes became comparatively 
w ealthy. The ra th e r  b a rren  and  low ren ted  m o u n ta in  farm s in  the 
p a rish  o f Ystradyfodwg were developed into m ineral p roducing  
p roperties an d  b rough t in  handsom e royalties. In his will, da ted  
April 1886, E dm ondes m entions these m ines and  also  m akes 
reference to building developm ents: ‘two Farm s and  Lands called 
respectively Cynllwyndu s itu a te  in  the p a rish  ofYstradyfodwg and  
D inas Isa f s itu a te  in the parish  of L lan trisan t'. The reference to 
D inas Isaf, a  property w hich had  belonged to the  Edm ondes family 
since 1752, would seem  to infer th a t building work had  been  going 
on  a t Edm ondstow n.

C anon E dm ondes died a t Cowbridge in 1892 and  was buried 
w ith  due cerem ony in Cowbridge churchyard . He left th ree  sons, 
C harles Gresford, F rancis Q uin tin  an d  Frederic William an d  also 
a  daugh ter, Mary Elizabeth. Two of the  sons who had prom inent 
careers in  the  ch u rch  are  of special in terest.

C harles Gresford, the  eldest son, was born  in 1838 and  was
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edu ca ted  a t  Cowbridge an d  Sherborne Schools an d  Trinity College, 
Oxford. He th en  becam e vicar of Boughrood, R adnorshire, In 1881 
a n d  vicar of W arren, Pem brokeshire th e  following year. In 1883 he 
w as appo in ted  archdeacon  of S t David’s an d  in 1888 relinquished  
h is post a t  W arren to re tu rn  to S t David’s College, where he had  
been  professor of Latin earlier in his career, th is  tim e as  its 
principal. He died in 1893.

His brother, Frederic William (1840-1918) was educated  a t 
Cowbridge G ram m ar School and  Je su s  College, Oxford. He served 
as cu ra te  of Newcastle (Bridgend) from 1864 to 1867, rector of 
M ichaelstone w ith S t B rides-super-E ly from 1867 to 1873 and  as 
rector of Coity from 1873 to 1901. From  1897 to 1913 he was 
a rchdeacon  of Llandaff.

C harles G resford’s son  C harles Gresford Irving (1870-1911) 
was articled  for a  while as a  m ining s tu d e n t in the  R hondda bu t 
su b seq u en tly  opted for the  life of a coun ty  gen tlem an  and  a 
connection  with th e  auxiliary forces. He reached  the  ran k  of 
cap ta in  in  the  3 rd /4 th  batta lion  W orcestershire regim ent in 1892. 
He subsequen tly  served in the  G lam organ Y eom anry as a  m ajor.

His son  C harles Thom as (1899-1969) rose to the ran k  of 
lieu tenant-co lonel in the  arm y.
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