
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, WALTERS
Q*1 1 ° ^  February , Mr W alter C arsw ell c e le b ra te d  h is  90th b ir th d a y ,

■here was a  p a r ty  in. th e  Town H a ll, and the  Cambridge B e l lr in g e rs  rang  a 
q u a r te r  peal, in  h i s  honour. E a r l i e r  in  the  month, Î  had the  p le a su re  o f  
v i s i t i n g  h is  home, and ta lk in g  to  him about h is  l i f e  in  Cowbridge s in ce  he 
came hare  6? y e a rs  ago.

He was bo rn  in  Shrewsbury in  1887 and came to  Cowbridge in  1910. He had 
f re q u e n tly  seen  ad v ertisem en ts  in  th e  H ereford Times fo r  ga rd en ers  a t  Cowbridge 
grammar sch o o l, l i t t l e  th in k in g  th a t  he would tak e  th a t  job in  th e  n o t so 
d i s t a n t  f u tu r e . He remembers Owen Evans, headm aster a t  th a t  tim e, be ing  s t r i c t  
out w e l l- l ik e d ,  and b e in g  a m arve llous p reach er in  church . The school a t  th a t  
'xme "iaf3 0i*ly e ig h ty  p u p i ls ,  and so some Cor’>ridge boys had to  a tte n d  

Pon typridd  County School, a s  d id  Mr C a rsw e ll’s son.

In  1913, he e n ro lle d  .in th e  v o lu n ta ry  f i r e  s e rv ic e , e s ta b lis h e d  two y e a rs  
p re v io u s ly , 'm ere were tw elve v o lu n te e rs ,  and t h e i r  one manual pump was kept 
in  a p a r t  o f  th e  Town H a ll, which has now been m odernised. Their d r i l l  room 
was one o f the  o f f ic e s  in  th e  Town H a ll. He remembers v a rio u s  b ia s e s ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  one n ex t to  th e  IXike o f  W elling ton , ’which com pletely  destroyed  s 
M alt house.

tfr C arsw ell fo n d ly  remembers th e  tim e when th e re  were tw enty-tw o pubs 
a long  th e  main s t r e e t  o f  Cowbridge, c o n ju rin g  up names l ik e  The P e lic a n , The 
W hite L ion, Cowbridge Ansa, The Commercial and The Blue B e ll, as  w ell as  the 
e x is t in g  ones. The f a i r s  a t  C oẅ ridga  rem ain in  h ie  memories as w e ll .  September 
saw th e  sheep f a i r ,  and sheep and peop le  were th ro n g in g  th e  s t r e e t  a t  3 o 'c lo c k  
ln  th e  ® oraing, and i t  would s ta y  busy t i l l  e lev en  o 'c lo c k  a t  n ig h t .  Other 
f a i r s  th a t  came were p r iv a te  e n te r p r i s e s ,  and a  prom inent name a t  th a t  time 
was th a t  o f  S tudd . There were th re e  b ro th e r s ,  Benin/, John and Jacob , each 
hav ing  & d if fe re n t , type o f s t a l l ,  such a s  rau rb ab o u ta , boxing boo ths and a 
Noah'«  Ark w ith  many sp e c ie s  o f  an im als . Wr Cur sw e ll p a in ts  a p ic tu re  o f  a 
l i v e ly ,  f r ie n d ly  community.

Ir» 1952, Mr C arsw ell r e t i r e d  from the now m odernised f i r e 's e r v i c e ,  and 
became honorary  mace b e a re r . T his i s  a. job  which m ainly e n ta i l s  guard ing  the  
m y  o r ,  and n o t le a v in g  h is  s id e  on p u b lic  o c ca s io n s . Mr C arsw ell was p re sen te d  
to  theJX ike o f  Edinburgh when he v i s i t e d  Cowbridge fo u r  y e a rs  ago -  th e  f i r s t  
tim e ro y a lty  h as  v i s i t e d  Cowbridgek;, ..

He r e t i r e d  two y e a rs  ago, b u t i s  s t i l l  very  a c t iv e  in  the  church . I  would 
l ik e  to  thank Mr C arsw ell f o r  b e in g  so h o sp ita b le  a n d 'h e lp fu l ,  and a l l  of. us 
a t  Intercom  would l ik e  to  w ish him good h e a l th  and many continued years of 
h ap p in ess .

:§ David Cox.
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FEMALE FOCUS
For t h i s  is su e  o f  In te rc o m ,'w ith  sp r in g  in  the a i r ,  Female Focus took 

a look  a t  the fa sh io n  scene in  '.Oowbridge, There- airs a s u rp r is in g  number 'o f 
fa sh io n  shops and b o u tiq u e s , c o n s id e rin g  th e  s i z e 'o f  th e  town, covering  a 
’ííiáe ch o ice  o f  fa sh io n  wear, from b o u tiq u es  o f fe r in g  Haute Couture s ty le s  and 
model gowns from renowned B r i t i s h  and C o n tin en ta l d e s ig n e rs  to  fa sh io n  shops 
s p e c ia l is in g  in  In d ia n  c h ee sec lo th  fa sh io n s .

Upon exam ination  i t  appears  th a t  th e  bu lk  o f  the  tra d e  (between 50> and 70%) 
oorma from ..oustwide p ^v b rid g e . .ŵ atoiaerai çggse from, a s  far.;«■field a s  West 
Glamorgan, ' PofthcEw l, ’ Bridgend ánií l íá ẃ y . '"¥nis is 'b e c a u s e  la d ie s  a re  tu rn in g  
from la r g e r  c h a in  s to re s  in  the  b ig  c i t i e s  to  the  sm a lle r b o u tiq u es  f o r  a 
more p e rso n a l approach and a  toorç in d iv id u a l lo o k .

At f i r s t  g la n ce , th e  la rg e  number o f b o u tiq u es  im p lies  th a t  th e re  would 
be g re a t  co m p etitio n  between them'. But in  f a c t ,  i f  an y th in g , t ra d e  i s  improved 
by th e  c o m p e titio n . A spokeswoman fo r  the  lo n g e s t e s ta b lis h e d  b o u tiq u e , which 
lms been h ere  f o r  e ig h t  y e a r s ,  s a id  th a t  s in ce  th e  opening o f  the  o th e r  shops 
b u s in e ss  has in c re a se d . I t  seem - th a t  between the  shops th e re  i s  a f r ie n d ly  
i n te r - r e l a t io n s h ip  w hich can on ly  improve t r a d e .

The newest b o u tiq u e  on the scene , which opened j u s t  b e fo re  C hristm as, 
s p e c ia l i s e s  in  new and n e a r ly  new fa sh io n ab le  c lo th e s  from photograph ic  
s e s s io n s  -  d e s ig n e r c lo th e s  -  p lu s  a l l - a c c e s s o r ie s .

With such a v a r ie ty  o f  shops, th e re  i s  no need to  t r a v e l  ou t o f  town 
to  o b ta in  th a t  s p e c ia l  sp rin g  o r  summer look . I t* s  a l l  on your - d o o rs tep  *

;.Termy L y c e it .

Jfartítíngá #Ii> ISlint 'ì)üm t 
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CCWSRIDGS & LLAB8LETHIAIÍ W .I. •«-  ------------------ -------------■

The Women’s I n s t i t u t e s  in  
Gw,'bridge and L la n b le th ia n  a re  two o f  
over R000':; i n s t i t u t e s  in  th e  Ü ,K ., a l l  
p a r t  o f  t %  r a t io n a l  f e d e ra t io n  o f  
Women’s  I n s t i t u t e s  formed in  1917, 
whose .main purpose ia  to  enable  
countrywomen to  tak a  an e f f e c t iv e  part 
in  r u r a l  l i f e  end developm ent by- 
working to g e th e r  to  -.improve c o n d itio n s  
in  th e  community and to  develop  the 
s p i r i t  o f  f r i e n d l in e s s .

Both WIs h a v e . a  membership o f  about 
e ig h ty , and th e  «embers a tte n d  monthly 
m eetings îOcwbridge in  th e  a fte rn o o n  o f 
the  f i r s t  Tuesday o f every/ month, and 
L la rib le th ian  the second Thursday* This 
m eeting in c lu d es  b u s in e s s , a t a lk ,  film  
o r s im i la r  item  and re fre sh m en ts . The 
WI’s p o lic y  i s  c re a te d  through 
re s o lu t io n s  -put forw ard a t  th e  ASM a t  
the  A lb e rt H a ll, London, w hich, i f  
p assed , p ro v id e  a m andate•f o r  continuing 
fo llo w -u p  work by a l l  members.

A la rg e  number o f  WI members a re  
a ls o  members o f  c h a r i ta b le  o rg an isa tio n s  
fo r  example the  Red C ross, and a team 
o f  members go to  Hensol H o sp ita l once

t h r o u g h

th e
*

l o o k i n g  g l a s s

A lice  looked and saw b e a u t i fu l  
c lo th e s  and a c c e s s o r ie s , bo th  
new and n e a r ly  new, in  a l l  s iz e s ,  
i o r  a l l  ages and o ccas io n s . 
Something f o r  everyone; even th e  
White R abbit could  f in d  
a n o th e r c o a t.

She was to ld  they  needed 
top  q u a l i ty  fa sh io n ab le  
day and evening c lo th e s  
in  a l l  s iz e s  and immaculate 
c o n d itio n , and s a id  she would 
t e l l  h e r  f r ie n d s .

O uricuser and c u r io u s e r . . .

50 High S t r e e t ,
Oowbridge.

T el. 5955 I

f t f c W W M ,  ------,____ r n i - mil i M i iiin  . m i... i - - - M ..........

Meet . . . .
David and Vicky 
o f  th e

Cowbridge 
R ecord Centre
40 High S t r e e t ,  Cowfaridge

We s to c k  re c o rd s , 
c a s s e t t e s ,  3 t r a c k ,  
s ty lu s  rep lacem en ts , 
b lan k  ta p e s , 
c le a n in g  equipment 
and audio  a c c e s s o r ie s .

d isco u n t g iven  to  c lu b s , 
« is c o s  ana on "bulk p u rch ases .

7i

s month to  run a  can teen  f c r  th e  p a t ie n ts  
and have been doing so f o r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s .

One e n te rp r is in g  and popu lar a c t i v i t y  
o f  the SI i s  the market held  in  Cambridge 
every  F riday  morning from May to  O ctober. 
I t  g iv es  the  g en e ra l p u b lic  a chance to  
buy home produce such as cakes and 
v e g e ta b le s ; n a t io n a l ly  w e ll over 
&2 m ill io n  a  y ear i s  re tu rn e d  to  m arket 
p roducers  who may be sm all s c a le  gardeners 
w ith  a s u rp lu s , o r perhaps housewives 
w il l in g  to  p rep a re  h igh  q u a li ty  p re se rv es , 
b re a d , p a s t r ie s ',  e tc  fo r s a le .

In s h o r t ,  the  WI i s  an im portan t 
and w e ll-re sp ec ted , p a r t  o f th e  community, 
w ith  r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  a tte n d in g  most 
borough and lo c a l  m eetings -  such a s  
th e  en te r ta in m en ts  committee m eetings -  
i f  asked .

To each member the  WI may b r in g  
som ething d i f f e r e n t  -  the  chance to  
pursue  h e r own p a r t i c u la r  s k i l l  or 
j-nfdres'f - b u t to  a l l  i t  means f r ie n d s h ip  
and th e  a b i l i t y  to  p a r t i c ip a te  in  
v i l l a g e ,  co u n try  and n a tio n a l  is s u e s .

Rhiannon S anders .
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H is to r ic a l  S e r ie s  1

T H E  C 0 Î B S I Ü 5 S  H' A I  L W A Y

How many people know wfcwre Oowbridge 
S ta t io n  used  :to be? Why was the  ra ilw ay  
opened, and why w a s? it c lo sed?  These a re  
some o f  the  q u estio n s  I  hope to  answer 
in  th e  f i r s t  o f  a s e r i e s  planned fo r  
In tercom . I t  i s  hoped to  be a n o t too  
te c h n ic a l  ram ble through the  h is to ry  o f 
Gowbridge'.' '' ‘ i

The Coẃbridge Hallway was au th o rised  
by  an a c t  o f  P arliam en t in  1862, and was 
opened th re e  y e a rs  l a t e r ,  on Jan  50 th  1865 
fo r  goods t r a f f i c ,  and l a t e r  th a t  y e a r  -  
September 18th -  fo r  p assen g er t r a f f ic *
I t  ra n  between L la n tr ia a n t  and Cambridge 
w ith  in te rm e d ia te  s ta t io n s  a t  L lan h arry , 
Is trad o w en  end T rerh y n g y ll and Maendy.
There m s  a ls o  a  h a l t  a t  A berth in .

An agreem ent wnc made w ith  the  T&ff 
V ale Railw ay, th a t  g ia n t  o f  th e  South 
Wales ra ilw ay  companies., to  o p e ra te  the  
l in e  due to  la c k  o f cast, on th e  p e r t  o f 

t the  doẃbridge Railway . The OR was 
com ple te ly  amalgamated w ith  the  TVS in  
1889. The Cowbridge b ranch  was .in f a c t  no t 
.joined to  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  TVR system ;

; in s te a d  th e  TVS e x e rc ise d  running powers 
• over the  GWR branch  from IJL an trisan t to  
; P o n ty p rid d .

There then  fo llow ed  an example o f 
• ra ilw a y -r iv a lry  so common in  the  19 th  
c e n tu ry . The B arry  Railway was p lann ing  to  
b u i ld  docks a t  Aberth&w to 'su p p lem en t the 
docks a t  Barry* T his d id  n o t p le a se  th e  TVR 
as  i t  would tak e  b u s in e ss  away from th en .
A lm ost.im m ediately- a f t e r  the  TVS had tak en  
over the  Cowbridge Railway i t  a p p lie d  fo r  
a u th o r iz a t io n  to  ex tend  th e  l in e  sou th  
from Cpwbridg® to  Àberthaw, to  c o u n te ra c t 
th e  B arry  R a ilw ay 's  5save. The e x ten s io n  to  
Aberthaw was b ro u g h t in to  use on 1 s t  O c t.,
189'2. For. lo c a l  use th is  l in e  was u s e le s s î 
i t  ra n  from nowhere to  nowhere, th rough  
nowhere, b u t i t  had stopped th e  B arry 
Railway *s move. The same s o r t  o f  th in g  
happened.on th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  B arry , a t  
S u l l y , .where th e  SR a ls o  wanted to  b u i ld  
d o ck s. The TVR ag a in  coun tered  t h i s  by 
ex ten d in g  i t s  l in e  from  F en arth  to  Cadoxton, 
ag a in  through nowhere.

The f i r s t  c lo su re s  on th e  l in e  took 
p la ce  in. 1920 when S t H ila ry  P la tfo rm  end 
A b erth in  H a lt were axed , the  l a t t e r  most 
p robably  because i t  was alm ost q u ick e r to  
walk- to  Oowbridge th an  to  the  h a l t .

In 1922 th e  ■ TVR i t s e l f  came under 'the 
wing o f  th e  G reat W estern Railway - God1 a 
W onderful Railw ay, to  th ose  who knew and 
loved  i t , ,  and th e  G reat Ifey Round to  th o se  
who d i d n 't .  W ith in  te n  y e a rs  th e  a m  had

' d a  e n d

LLANTft I SANT

C a r d i f f

typ>‘ i id

Roaj>

A.6ERTKAW

**



com pletely  c lo sed  the  Cowbridge ~ 
Aberthaw ex ten s io n  to  p assen g er and 
f r e ig h t ,  and th e  C ow bridge-L laatriaan t 
l in e  re v e r te d  to  i t s  o r ig in a l  purpose 
o f being a cou n try  branch  l in e .

Soon a f t e r  came d ie s e l  r a i l c a r  
ìio j.8 of th e  '.-«5■ i. Thip.y'çrlííîd th e  lin e  
u n t i l  i t s  c losi f'é." Ŵ c 'ŵ i l e à r , 'btd.lt 
15 y e a rs  b e fo re  the f i r s t  B r i t i s h  
^ a í l  d ie s e l  appeared , was t r a n s f e r r e d  
from Reading d e p o t, where i t  worked 
the^ Iẃnbourn b ranch : i t  -«as id e a l  f o r  
working the  l i g h t ly - t r a f f i c k e d  
Cambridge 1in e .

l i d s  hapt/.y arrangem ent continued 
to r  about 10 y e a r s ,  through in to  
S r a t is h  Railw ays ow nership, u n t i l  
cxosurc o f th e  .Line to  p assen g ers  in  
1551. No 18 th en  re tu rn e d  to  Heading 
f o r  the  r e s t  o f  i t s  I l f  2.

Goods t r a f f i c  on tne  l in e  la s te d  
u n t i l  1964 when the l in o  was c lo sed  
co m p le te ly . The l in e  \w:i l i f t e d  from 
Oeworidge to  Id an h a rzy , where the  
iro n -o re  mine k ep t the  L la n t r i s a n t -  
Llonh&rry s ta b  working /.'or a few 
more y e a r s . T his s e c t i c . o f  the l in e  
wss l i f t e d  in  1976 a f t e r  the  mine 
c lo se d .

Now tr;t. Cambridge branch  has 
la rg e ly  re tu rn e d  to  n a tu re , and you 
cou ld  be fo rg iv e n  f o r  m issing  i t .  In  
£ a c t , 'very k i t t l e  rem ains o f  any o f 
trie s ta t io n ; . ,  and no th in g  o f  Cowbrldge 
s t a t i o n ,  a s  Druids Creen housing 
e s t a t e  now co v ers  i t  I

3 imon Snowbal1.

carcatA m A T ioss

• •• TO Is a b e l  Jones and C eth in  
J a r v i s ,  w inners o f  the  S i lv e r  
J u b ile e  P o e try  co m p etitio n  
o rg an ised  by th e  Cowbridge A rts  
Troup. They have each re c e iv e d  a 
J u b ile e  p la te  from th e  Cambridge 
P o tte ry .

. . .  TO £ Bontl'aen School m ini—rugby 
team, fo r  t h e i r  tremendous 
achievem ent in  the  a l l  Wales 
co m p etitio n

r

I COWBRfDGE 
j electrical

SERVICE
TOm  HALL 3QUAB3E 

j COWSRIDGE 2370

ALL TYPES 0? L3S-HT FITTINGS, 
LAMPS AND SHADES 

! SUPPLIED AND PITTED.
i

ELECTRICAL AFFLLiNGSS, 
KETTLES,
TOASTERS,

\ SHAVERS,'
FA.IRm.ISR3 , BTC.

ELECTRICAL ACCESSCSOES.

MOTHER AND TODDLERS CLUB

•o-reat in te r e s t  Lias been shown in  
tne- c lub  by lo c a l  m others, and 
a tten d an ce  has been h ig h . Anyone 
w anting in fo rm atio n  about the 
Mother and Baby/Tbdoler Club car. 
x xt;g tiie Chairman, Mrs Margery 
Hudson a t  (A bridge 3567, o r  the  
S e c re ta ry . Lynne S tep h tan , a t  
Cambridge 3222.

OLD PEOPLES ASSOCIATION meet in  
the L esse r H a ll on the  th i r d  
.ii'ursday of every month. New members 
wocud be most welcome : p le a se  
c o n ta c t th e  s e c re ta ry .  Mrs B etty  
W illiam s, Cowbridge 2107

COWBR IDG-5 WEEK th i s  y e a r  1» in  
uiLiy. ' ore d e t a i l s  in  th e  'next is su e  
o f  Intercom ,

**n TO Rob L lew ellyn  o f  P en lly n , who 
had an o u ts tan d in g  game w ith  
the Wales Youth Rugby team



S p o r f s c f e s k

SQUASH
The p ro p o sa l f o r  a squash, 

c lub  In  Ccwbridgc m s  f i r s t ,  pu t 
forw ard  in  January  1975. A 
-3omr.itte e  was s e t  up to  look  
in to  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  b u ild in g  
th e se  c o u r ts ,  a n i a y e a r  l a t e r  
th e  c o n s tru c tio n  began .

This was o n ly ,a f te r ,  an • 
a p p l ie s t io n  to  the  c o u n c il f o r  a 
g ra n t .  F i r s t l y ,  though, tim e had 
to  be tak en  in 'r a i s i n g  funds to  
show th e  c o u n c il th a t  th e re  t;s,s 
ample demand fo r  the  fo rm etio n  o f 
a c lu b . The money was r a is e d  by 
o f f e r in g  d eb en tu res  in  th e  club* 
and a ls o  borrow ing a  la rg e  amount 
from th e  bank. The c o u n c il then  
approved th e  g ra n t and th e  bu ild ing  
commenced.

These c o u r ts  were e v e n tu a lly  
com pleted in  January  1377, w ith  
a  t o t a l  o u tla y  o f 1325,000.

A lthough la c k in g  art o f f ic ia l ,  
opening, the  c lu b  i s  th r iv in g ,
\? ith  now over 250 manners u s in g  
the  c o u r ts  a t  50p f o r  h a l f 'a n  Hour, 
rhe peak tiiaes  a re  a t  weakehds and 
on weekday even ings. At o th e r  tim es 
I t  i s  no t so bu sy .

The f  i r s t  squash tournam ent 
lias taken  p la c e , w ith  the  f i n a l s  
la y  on March 1 3 th . The Men’s  Open 
cham pionship was won by Mike 
R o b erts i the  L ad ies * Open champion 
i s  V eronica Morgan. More tournaments 
a re  proposed fo r  th e  coming season . 
O ther id eas  in c lu d e  the  fo rm atio n  
o f  a  la d d e r  league  w ith in  th e  c lub  
and a lso  a move fo r  Cowbridge to  
e n te r  the  South Wales Sqjtaah League.

So why n o t go along sometime 
and have a  look  fo r  yourse lf '*  I t  
i s  c e r ta in ly  one o f th e  b e t t e r  
th in g s  to  have happened to  
Cowbridge in  th e  p a s t  fen? years.*

P h i l ip  Edge.

COMING EVENTS
June 4 : J u b i le e  Song C ontest 
June 6 : B o n fire  and Firew orks 
June 7 : S t r e e t  P a r t i e s .

*****please  send us  d e t a i l s  o f  
Community ev en ts  fo r  f r e e  in s e r t s  
in  a  Oonsnaunity D iary  ***■ *******•<•***

Í Meet . . . .
David and Vicky

! o f  t iw
j

C ow bridge  
R e c o rd  C en tre

j 40 High S t r e e t ,  Cowbridge

We s to ck  re c o rd s , 
c a s s e t te s ,  8 tra c k , 
s ty lu s  rep lacem en ts, 
b lank  ta p e s , 
c 1 ear; ing  e qu ipmen t 
slid audio a c c e s s o r ie s .

1Q% d isco u n t
g iven  to  c lu b s , D iscos
and. on b u lk  p u rchases.

’ . Á  ■;rl ■ 
* * * if t  *

r v . ir*  2 ,"--------- ' W.J  '
'■*coMPSTiTiar,#

c<K
-----

-,f aff Ŵ ŵ ŵ ẅ f* i f .  i t  ẃ \

Design u s  a p o s te r  we can use  
to  a d v e r t is e  the  e x is te n c e  o f
Intercom .

Any co lo u r -  any s i ze  
P r is e a  f o r  th re e  age groups \

A. C h ild ren  up to  the  age o f  11 /
B. C h ild ren  from 11to  16
G. Persona over 16. cgsCfcf

E n tr ie s  to  David Cox., Cowbridge School, 
A b erth in  Hoad, by Kay 30, p le a se .

IMS80CM

E d ito rs :  J.Homewood, J .A ld en  
S u b -E d ito r and A d v e rtis in g : David Cox 1 
R ep o rte rs : L is Donne, P h i l ip  Edge, 
Roger H arriso n , Jenny L y c e tt,
Tar t i n  Pasfcoe, R hiam on Sanders,
Simon Snow ball«
Correspondence to  David Cox,
Cowbridge School, A berth in  Hoad,

I Cowbridge


