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allow a definitive interpretation of the morphology of 
the town defences. Nevertheless it is possible to suggest 
that a wooden fighting platform may have run along the 
internal side of the wall and may also have provided the 
south-west tower with one or two floors. The absence of 
dating evidence is regrettable but the similar morphology 
of the sections of the wall recorded from the Boot House 
in the Grammar School (AW 46, 215)to the south-west 
tower would seem to indicate that the wall was built in a 
relatively short time as part as a coordinated program.
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Headland Archaeology (UK) Ltd conducted a 
predetermination evaluation at Birds Lane, High Street, 
Cowbridge. The evaluation comprised seven trenches, 
varying in length between 15 and 30 m. Trench 2 revealed 
the alignment of the 13th century Cowbridge Town 
Wall which survived to four courses high, with a ditch 
greater than 2m wide on its southern side. The remaining 
trenches revealed evidence for refuse disposal across the 
site during the later 19th ánd early 20th centuries.

The excavation confirmed the presence of the 
Cowbridge town wall crossing the site. The wall lay 
almost immediately beneath the existing tarmac surface 
-  though sealed by a thin layer of the ‘town ash’ known 
to have been spread on the site from the end of the 19th 
century. An associated ditch on the southern (external) 
side of the wall was also identified. There is documentary 
evidence that the ditch was used as a public sewer and 
rubbish dump at least from the 17th century but no finds 
were recovered from the area investigated in Trench 2.

The wall, with its apparent lack of substantial footings 
at this point, may not have been very high. It may not 
have been possible to construct substantial defences on 
an area that was probably always subject to flooding. The 
ditch extended outside the trench to the south, but was

1.2 m deep where it was investigated. At this point also 
the distance between the wall and the ditch was some 
2 m, much narrower than the 5.4 m suggested from 
cartographic and documentary evidence. There is the 
likelihood that the River Thaw and the watermeadow 
which lay between it and the town were considered 
sufficient defence with the wall at this point serving as 
little more than a symbolic barrier.

W ith the exception of the town wall, probably of 13th 
century date, and the ditch, there was no evidence in the 
excavated trenches for features of Roman or medieval date 
and no finds from the site suggested activity earlier than 
the post-medieval period. This confirms cartographic 
evidence, which shows no evidence for occupation prior 
to the 19th century. The Tithe Apportionment described 
the area as a meadow.

Although much of the development area lay outside 
the town wall, Trench 1 was within the enclosed circuit 
and the closest to known occupation on High Street. It 
is close to the rear of No. 18 High Street, where 17th 
century pottery was found during trial trenching. The 
earliest pottery found on the site (17th century) came 
from the black layer 105 at the western end of this trench. 
This area probably lay at the end of plots fronting onto 
High Street and was been used for disposal of household 
waste, with context 105 representing a fragment of earlier 
ground surface undisturbed by the later dumping of town 
ash.

Medieval habitation in Cowbridge was concentrated 
to the north of the development area, along the High 
Street. Areas clear of occupation immediately within a 
defensive wall are known from other medieval towns and 
cities (for example, Hereford), where trial trenching at 
Bastion Mews revealed only natural deposits in the area 
immediately behind the city wall. It is not clear whether 
these empty areas were for military purposes or a form 
of medieval town planning to provide for future urban 
expansion.

The water table was encountered at c 1-1.4 m beneath 
the existing surface. It is probable that the area was 
always marshy and therefore would have been considered 
unsuitable for occupation.
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