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COWBRIDGE 
RURAL DISTRICT 

COUNCIL

This area in the heart of the lovely Vale of 
Glamorgan welcomes prospective residents and 
industries. The Officers of the Council will be 
pleased to be of service at all times.

The Council also invite investment in their 
local authority bonds. Trustee Securities. Prema­
ture repayment upon death of holder. Details 
from the Treasurer.

Rural District Offices, Cowbridge, Glam.



Murphy . Pye . Bush . Ferguson . K.B. 
Radio and TV . Raleigh and Moulton 

Cycle Dealers

E. ROGERS
Repairs and Overhauls to all makes o f Radio and 

Television Sets

Hire Purchase and Credit Terms to suit everyone 
Television Rentals from  37\p  per week 

Hoover Sales and Service

CHURCH STREET • LLANTWIT MAJOR 
Telephone Llantwit Major 288

J. T. EL WARD 
LIMITED

Upper House Garage & Cowbridge Road 
Service Station 

Tel: Llantwit Major 412

Retail Dealers

Breakdown Service 
Accident Repair & Recellulosing 

Automatic Car Wash



LISCOMBE (Builders) LTD.
LLANDOW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

FOR

CONCRETE BLOCKS 

BREEZE BLOCKS 

LINTELS

Cowbridge G lamorgan
Telephone 2846
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HERBERT R. THOMAS 
SON & EDWARDS
chartered surveyors 
chartered auctioneers 

estate agents and valuers
Valuations for All Purposes 

Compensation and Rating Valuations and Appeals

CONTACT US
For details of Houses, Bungalows 

Smallholdings and Cottages

FOR SALE
in Cowbridge and all other towns 
and villages throughout the delightful 

VALE OF GLAMORGAN

59 High Street - Cowbridge
Telephone: Cowbridge 2911/2/3



COWBRIDGE
GLAMORGAN

The Official Guide
with Map and illustrations

Front Cover: Farmhouse at Flemingston

Clerk
Assistant Clerk . .
Treasurer.. . .
Deputy Treasurer . .
Surveyor . .
Deputy Surveyor . .
Medical Officer of Health

Chief Public Health Inspector 
Public Health Inspector . .

A. J. Charles, A.C.I.S.
G. L. Edwards, D.M.A.
C. F. England, F.I.M.T.A., F.R.V.A.
G. Shuttleworth, A.A .C.C.A .
Howard Thomas
D. A. Williams
Dr. N. K. Contractor, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 

D.P.H.
Hubert Thomas, F.R.S.H., M.A.P.HJ.
D. G. Watkins, M.R.S.H., M.A.P.H.I.

Issued by Authority of the

Cowbridge Rural District Council
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rn | meirion lewis
■  I I I  f -r . i . c. s . ,  a .s .v .a .

Chartered  Surveyor, V aluer, Estate  Agent

The Professional Agent with the Personal Service
Excellent Selection of A LL types of properties 
in ALL areas
Ample Mortgage Facilities Inclusive of 100% 
Mortgages

Vale Estate Office, 15 High Street, 
Cowbridge, Glam. Cowbridge 3101/2
Vale Estate Office, 37 Cowbridge 
Road, Pontydun, Glam.
Pontyclun 360, 651, 715

LOUIS C. FISHER
Building, Decorating & D.I.Y. Shop

For all your paints, wallpapers, timber, sections 
and wallboards, tools, ironmongery, building 

and D .I.Y. materials

Open Monday to Saturday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

EASTGATE, COW BRIDGE
Tel: Cowbridge 2465
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Cowbridge 
Rural District

The d is tric t adm in istered  b y  th e  Cowbridge R ura l D is tr ic t Council is 
based  upon th e  boundaries of th e  an c ien t H undred  of Cowbridge, 
modified b o th  in th e  e as t and w est by successive b o undary  com m issions.

B y L ette rs  P a te n t da ted  30th Jan u a ry , 1956 th e  College of A rm s has 
g ran ted  arm orial bearings to  th e  Cowbridge R ura l D is tric t Council in th e  
following term s'.—

"Sable th e  head of a  Celtic Cross w ith in  an  Orle com posed 
of e ig h t G arbs and a t  th e  base  a Cow’s H ead  caboshed Or 
and for th e  C rest On a  W rea th  O r and V ert In  f ro n t of two 
W ings conjoined in base  O r a  M iner’s L am p p ro p e r” .

The b lack  shield rep resen ts heraldically  th e  rich  m ineral d eposits  of 
coal, iron  ore and  lim estone found th ro u g h o u t th e  R ura l D istric t, the  
Celtic Cross th e  early  C hristian  estab lishm en ts a t  L lan tw it M ajor and 
L langan  and  th e  Com  Sheaves and  Cow’s H ead  th e  rich  dairy , arable  
and  hill farm ing p rac tised  th ro u g h o u t th e  area.

U pon th e  shield re s ts  th e  closed helm  p ro p er to  civic arm s, w ith  its  
c rest-w rea th  and  decorative m antling  in green and gold. U pon the  
w reath  s tan d s th e  crest, th e  tw o w ings rep resen ting  th e  R oyal A ir Force 
S ta tio n  w ith in  th e  D istric t and M iner’s L am p p ro p er sym bolising the  
m ining ac tiv ities  carried  o u t in  th e  n o rth ern  p a r t  of th e  area.

The M otto "A Fynno  Duw a F y d d ” being tran s la ted  m eans “ W hat 
God W ills, shall b e ” .

The adm in istra tiv e  cen tre  is in  th e  B orough Town of Cowbridge, 
where th e  C ourts of th e  H undred  sa t, and w here th e  C ourts of th e  G reat 
Sessions, as well as th e  Q u arte r Sessions, of th e  C ounty were held.

The boundaries of th e  d is tr ic t reach from  th e  coast of th e  B risto l 
C hannel where a t  B reaksea P o in t th e  m ost sou therly  la titu d e  in  W ales 
is found, to  th e  m o un ta in  slopes of M ynydd M eiros and  M ynydd P o rtre f 
w here a ltitu d es of over a  thousand  feet a re a tta in ed . W ith in  th is  region 
of B laenau and  B ro is found th e  m ost fertile  land  in th e  county , a  p a r t  of 
th e  celebrated  a rea  know n as th e  Vale of G lam organ. In  th e  n o rth  th e  
valuable seam s of th e  South Crop of th e  W elsh Coal F ie ld  em erge to  th e  
surface followed closely by  th e  Iro n  Ore deposits , b o th  of which are 
actively  and in tensive ly  worked. In  th e  south , th e  long unspoiled 
coast line  w ith  th e  b e au ty  of its  ever-changing view s and aspects, the  
unique exposure and  fossil beds of th e  L ias fo rm atio n  in  th e  cliffs, in 
places tw o hundred  feet h igh and  crow ned w ith  a  succession of p re ­
R om an earthw orks, all provide in te res tin g  stud ies for th e  h is to rian  and 
geographer, and are a  never-failing a ttra c tio n  to  th e  v isitor.
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Through th e  ages th is  rich  and fertile  a rea  has been coveted  and  se ttled  
by  a  succession of conquerers and th e  record  of th e ir  occupation  now 
rem ains in th e  form  of Bronze and  Iro n  Age tu m u li and  earthw orks, 
R om an build ings an d  pavem ents, N orm an cas tles  and  m ottes. The 
p arish  churches are an  ep itom e of th e  R om anesque and Gothic periods, 
w ith  v o tive  crosses and  fo n ts  of especial beau ty .

I t  is in th is  region th a t  th e  early  m issionary  efforts, w hich spread  
C h ris tian ity  in  W ales, w ere cen tred , and  th e  Age of th e  S a in ts  w ith  th e ir  
churches and  colleges is reflected in  th e  p lace nam es of th e  village 
se ttlem en ts  w hich now occupy th e  s ites  of p a s t  endeavours.

W ales is in deb ted  to  th e  cu ltu re  foste red  in  th e  v illages of th e  Vale. 
T here , m uch of th e  B ardic lore was preserved , and th e  tra d itio n s  of the  
E isteddfod  m ain tained .

W ith in  th is  b road  fram ew ork are  con ta in ed  th e  b eau ty , cu ltu re  and 
h is to ry  w hich m akes th is  one of th e  m ost in te res tin g  and  lovely d is tr ic ts  
in  th e  P rin c ip a lity .

Communications: T he m ain  h ighw ay ap p ro ach  is th e  tru n k  road, 
A.48, w hich ru n s from  Cardiff to  Sw ansea, by -passing  Cowbridge and 
b isecting  th e  area. Slip-roads leading to  Cowbridge give easy  access 
to  Cowbridge B orough and  o th e r highw ays serv ing  th e  rem ain d er of 
th e  R ura l D is tr ic t Area.

Serving th e  a rea  in  th e  n o rth , A.473 from  L la n trisan t to  B ridgend, 
Dasses th rough  th e  village of L lanharan . The co asta l road  is B.4265 
from  B arry  to  B ridgend, w ith  secondary  roads leading to  th e  villages 
on th e  coast. The highw ays n o rth w ard s from  th e  coast link  up  th e  
road  system  w ith  th e  cen tres  of p o p u la tio n  in  th e  m ineral areas.

On all th e  m ain  highw ays b us serv ices a re  o p erated  by  th e  W estern  
W elsh C om pany and  reach  som e of th e  sm aller villages and p o in ts  of 
in te res t, while th e  N eath  and  Cardiff Coaches provide ad d itio n al long­
d istan ce  facilities from  Cowbridge.

Railways: All ra ilw ay  passenger serv ices w ith in  th e  a rea  have now 
been  w ithdraw n.

Air Stations: A t St. A than  is  s ited  an  im p o rta n t and  p e rm an en t 
R .A .F . sta tio n .

Climate: T he general p revailing  w ind th ro u g h o u t th e  y ear is from  th e  
sou th -w est w ith  very  m ild tem p e ra tu re  co n d itions to  th e  sou th  of th e  
tru n k  road, and  a ra in fa ll of ab o u t 46.49 inches on  th e  average. N o rth  
of th e  tru n k  road  th e  co nd itions a lter, th e  tem p era tu re  being low er 
generally , while th e  ra in fa ll increases to  ab o u t 59.77 inches per annum .

Industries: T hroughou t th e  a rea  th e  p rim ary  in d u s try  is  ag ricu ltu re  on 
a m ixed basis, w ith  m ilk  p ro d u c tio n  on  a large scale. In  th e  n o rth e rn  
d is tr ic ts  coal-m ining has been developed w ith  b y -p ro d u ct p lan ts  
o p e ra tin g  under th e  N ational Coal B oard. The N a tio n a l Coal B oard 
are  w orking coal by  open c as t m ethods on  an  800 acre s ite  in  th e  
L lan h aran /L lan ilid  area.

Services: A lthough th e  a rea  is so p red o m in an tly  ru ra l in charac te r, a 
w a te r su p p ly  from  public  serv ices reaches 95 pe r cent, of th e  houses 
w hile u rb an  s ta n d ard s  a re  reached in  e lec tr ic ity  supplies, sewers and 
public  c leansing.

Municipal Administration: The R u ra l D is tr ic t Council, consisting  of 
29 m em bers, adm in iste rs  th e  a rea  from  its  ad m in is tra tiv e  cen tre  a t 
Cowbridge. H ousing  h as received p r io r ity  and  upw ards of 2,000 
council houses have been erected  in  several p a rish es ; w ater-bo rne  
sew erage has also been  p rov ided  in  all th e  la rg e r villages.
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“ P O R T E  M E L IN ” ,  S O U T H  G A T E , T O W N  W A L L S , C O W B R ID G E

Ernest Carver &  Son Ltd., Bridgend

Atlantic College: An in te res tin g  developm ent in recen t y ears has been 
th e  foundation  of th e  A tlan tic  College a t  St. D o n a ts  C astle, th e  first of a  
num ber of s im ilar colleges p lanned in W estern  countries. F u rth e r 
reference to  th is  College can be found under th e  heading “ St. D o n a ts5' 
on page 25.
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Cowbridge
The Town

Cowbridge, an  old B orough Tow n, u n til th e  R eform  A ct re tu rn ed  
a M em ber of P a rliam en t in co n ju n c tio n  w ith  Cardiff and  L lan trisan t. 
I t  shares w ith  B overton  a c la im  to  be th e  R om an s ta tio n  of B ovium  
m entioned  in  th e  A nton ine Itin e ra ry , and th e  lay o u t of th e  to w n  w ith in  
th e  walls, couoled w ith th e  d iscovery  of R om an coins and rem ains from  
tim e  to  tim e, give sub stan ce  to  th e  idea.

Charter: T he orig ina l c h a r te r  of th e  B orough d a te s  back  to  th e  fo u r­
tee n th  cen tu ry , and  th is  w as confirm ed d u rin g  th e  reign  of C harles th e  
Second. In  1887 a  new  C h arte r w as g ran ted  and  th e  C oat of A rm s w ith  
its  m o tto  A w n Rhagom  w as th en  adop ted , follow ing on th e  p a tte rn  of 
th e  old B orough Seal.

The silver m aces now  in use d a te  to  1606, w hile th e  M ayor’s gold 
chain  w as p resen ted  to  th e  B orough ab o u t 1883 b y  A lderm an T hom as 
Rees, who w as fo r m any  y ears  a  so lic ito r p rac tis in g  in th e  D istrict.

Town H all: The Old Town H all fo rm erly  occupied  a  site  a t  th e  ju n c tio n  
of H igh S tre e t w ith  Church S tree t, b u t ab o u t 1830 it  w as rem oved and 
th e  p re sen t Town H all w as th en  b u ilt on th e  s ite  o f th e  old cou n ty  
p rison . In  th e  low er p a r t  of th e  build ing  th e  old p rison  cells m ay  still 
be seen. H ere also is th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  cen tre  an d  Council C ham ber 
of th e  B orough A u thority .

Town Walls: T he to w n  w alls w ith  tw o to w ers on th e  so u th  side of the  
tow n a p p ea r  to  d a te  from  th e  fo u rtee n th  cen tu ry , b u t  trad itio n  in sists  
th e  to w n  w as w alled by  R o b e rt St. Q u in tin  in  a .d . 1091.

Town Gates: Of th e  th ree  g a te s  th e  so u th  gate  “ P o rte  M elin” rem ains; 
i ts  m uch-resto red  m asonry  co n ta in in g  e lem ents of an  earlie r date .

Grammar School: A djacen t to  th e  sou th  ga te  is  th e  B o y s’ G ram m ar 
School form ed ab o u t 1608 and endow ed in  C harles th e  Second's reign  by  
S ir Leoline Jen k in s, th e  Secretary  of S ta te , who w as fo rm erly  a scholar 
there .

The school is  now  u n d e r th e  jo in t co n tro l of th e  T ru stees of Jesus 
College, Oxford, and  th e  G lam organ E d u ca tio n  C om m ittee.

Church of the Holy Cross: T he church  of th e  B orough ad jo in s th e  
G ram m ar School and  is ded icated  to  th e  H o ly  Cross.

I t  d a te s  from  th e  tw elfth  c en tu ry  an d  possesses no tran sep t.
The L lanqu ian  a isle  on  th e  so u th  side w as b u ilt in 1473 fo r L ad y  Anne 

Nevill, and th e re  is  also a  guild  chapel a t  th e  n o rth -ea s t co rn er o f th e  
church.
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C O L H U G H  B E A C H , L L A N T W IT  M A JO R , 
S H O W IN G  S T . D O N A T S  W A L L  A N D  T R E S IL IA N  BA Y

Ernest Carver <$■* Son Ltd., Bridgend

T he m ural ta b le ts  a re  in te re s tin g  and  will rep ay  study . Am ong them  
are  tab le ts  to  Judge Jen k in s of H ensol and  to  B enjam in H eath Malkin, 
a  local h isto rian .

In  th e  garden  of R hos Celyn H ouse s tan d s a broken m onolith  called 
“ Y  G arreg  W en .”

The houses in  th e  m ain  s tre e t p re sen t a  m ost in te res tin g  s tu d y  of 
Georgian dom estic  ex te rio rs  w ith  T udor d e ta il g iving colour and b ack ­
ground.

In  th e  w est end is R am o th  B a p tis t  Chapel, founded in  1828. The old 
C alvinistic  M ethodist Chapel in th e  L im es is  d a ted  1825.

To see Cowbridge in i ts  p ro p e r se ttin g  it is necessary  to  select a  sp o t 
preferab ly  on th e  high ground e as t o r w est of th e  to w n .

F rom  th is  v an tage  p o in t th e  walled tow n can  be observed in co n ­
ju n ctio n  w ith  th e  ou tly ing  N orm an castles a t  Penllyn , T alyfan , St. 
Q u in tin s and  L lanquian .
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COLSTON & BAZLEY
I. E. Colston, M.A.(Can tab.), F.R.I.C.S., F.S.V.A., F.R.V.A., 

Chartered Surveyor
J. R. F. Bazley, A.S.V.A., A.R.V.A.

SURVEYORS - VALUERS 
ESTATE AGENTS

AUCTIONEERS - LAND AGENTS

Sales by Private Treaty and Auction of all types of 
Property, including Agricultural. Valuations for all 
Purposes including Tenant Right, Compulsory 
Purchase and Rating, Town Planning, Sporting Rights. 
All forms of Property Investment and Management. 

Commercial and Industrial Property.

WYNDHAM HOUSE 
LLANTWIT MAJOR

Telephone: Llantwit Major 669

and at
25 Castle Street, Cardiff - - Tel.: 22021/22897
24 Cardiff Street, Aberdare - - Tel.: 3994/5
17/19 Talbot Road, Talbot Green Tel.: Llantrisant 761/2

Member ol the Cardiff Group Estate Agents' Service
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Around the Parishes
LLANTWIT MAJOR. L lan tw it M ajor, th e  p rincipal tow n in the  

sou thern  area, is th e  apex  of a  road system  w hich leads to  th e  p rincipal 
p o in ts  of th e  county.

The old tow n is form ed of sm all enclosures each com plete ly  encircled 
by  sm all w inding roads, show ing th e  developm ent of an  extensive  
B ritish  village.

The T udor Town H all and  th e  Swan In n  opposite  of th e  sam e period, 
occupy com m anding sites and  are  in  close p ro x im ity  to  th e  site  of the  
Bronze Age tum ulus, now th e  garden  of th e  Social Club, du ring  the  
excavation  of which a  rem arkable  hoard  of w eapons and im plem ents of 
th a t  age w ere recovered.

War Memorial: In  the  cen tre  of th e  village th e  base of th e  G reat Cross 
has been resto red  and  a W ar M em orial e rected  to  th e  m en of th e  1914-1S 
and  1939-45 wars.

In  th e  fifth cen tu ry  th e  m issionary  m ovem ent w hich b rough t th e  
C hristian  fa ith  to  W ales founded here a  m onastic  in s titu tio n  and  college, 
and  th e  site  of “ Cor T ew dw r” is n ea r P ly m o u th  H ouse. St. Illtyd . 
described as kn igh t and  sa in t, founded here seven churches and w as also

T O W N  H A L L  A N D  S Q U A R E , L L A N T W IT  M A JO R  

Ernest Carver (S- Son Ltd., Bridgend



m o n a s t r y  C H U R C H  a t  l l a n t w i t  m a j o r  The Mustograph Agency

th e  p rincipal of th e  e igh t colleges of B angor Illtyd , and from  him  the  
tow n tak es its  nam e L lan illtyd  Fawr. Am ong th e  s tu d en ts  who are said 
to  have received in stru c tio n  here were St. P a trick , St. David, St. 
Sam pson and m any  others.

None of th e  buildings of th a t  early  period  rem ain , b u t th e  o rna­
m ented  and inscribed cross sh a fts m ay  be seen in th e  w estern  po rtio n  of 
th e  P arish  Church.

The Parish Church: The P arish  Church is of tw elfth -cen tu ry  founda­
tio n ; b u t th e  w estern  p a r t  of th e  church  is d is tin c t from  th e  P arish  
Church and  ap p ears to  belong to  th e  fifteen th  century .

In  th e  sou th  aisle of th e  church  is a  th ir te en th -ce n tu rv  Jesse  rod niche 
The reredos of stone d a te s  to  th e  fou rteen th  century .

In  th e  w estern  church  is stored  a large and in teresting  collection of 
inscribed stones and effigies.

Chantry: The c h an try  building, th en  very  d ilap idated , to  th e  south  of 
th e  church, w as finally destroyed  by  a  d irec t h it  during  th e  bom bing 
of L lan tw it M ajor on 22nd A ugust, 1940, w hen nearly  everv  house in the  
tow n suffered dam age.

Monastic Buildings: To th e  w est of th e  church  enclosure on H ill H ead 
are th e  rem ains of th e  th ir te en th -ce n tu ry  m onastic  buildings. The 
g reat B arn  has been tak en  down, b u t th e  G ate  H ouse and  th e  detached 
dove house rem ains, th e  n esting  boxes being p ractica lly  in tac t.
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Caer Mead: Slightly  to  the  n o rth  of th e  m ain  road and ab o u t 1£ m iles 
ou t is Caer Mead, th e  site  of a R om an villa, p robab ly  destroyed  in 
432 a .d .

The site  has been excavated  and  a  geom etrical m osaic pavem en t 
in situ  w as disclosed, w ith  th e  foundations of a  considerable estab lish ­
m en t of th e  period.

Colhugh and Castle Ditches: Through Colhugh Cwm along which 
ru n s N a n t Colhugh, th e  public  highw ay reaches the  sea. The c o ast line 
a t  th e  Cwm m outh  is open and th e  beach is accessible, b u t th e  cliffs rise  
rap id ly  e a s t and  w est. Sea ba th in g  should on ly  be undertaken  under 
experienced direction . F o o tp a th s  to  Colhugh from  th e  tow n  provide 
very  a ttra c tiv e  w alks in  several directions.

Castle D itches, on th e  eas te rn  ridge, is a trip le  line of earthw orks 
show ing signs of R om an influence, b u t  u n fo rtu n ate ly , as is th e  case w ith 
all historical rem ains n ear th e  coast, i t  has suffered considerab ly  from  
th e  sea erosion  of th e  cliffs.

The p o rt  dues of th e  period  show th a t  Colhugh w as a  p o r t  trad ing  
like i ts  neighbours w ith  th e  o th e r  h a rbours in  th e  B risto l C hannel during  
th e  fifteen th  cen tury .

R om an C atholic, M ethodist, C ongregational, P resby terian  and B ap tis t 
denom inations have churches in th e  tow n. The shopping  facilities are

Ernest Carver & Son Ltd., Bridgend L L A N B L E T H IA N  M IL L



A B E R T H IN  
T Y  M A W R  B R ID G E  
G A T E  H O U S E  

Ernest Carver &>Son 
Ltd., Bridgend

excellent. T here  is a  social club  and good in n s and  re s tau ra n ts . A t 
th e  bus term inus services are  available for B arry , B ridgend and Cow­
bridge routes.

LLANBLETHIAN. L lanbleth ian  is th e  large p a rish  surrounding 
th e  B orough and  w ith in  th e  R u ra l D istric t.

Church: The P arish  Church of St. John th e  B a p t.s t  has a  very fine 
to w er d a tin g  from  1477.

G enerally , th e  church  and  th e  S u tto n  S tone  fo n t a re  of an  earlier 
date.

Castle: The castle  of St. Q u in tin s  s tan d s on  a  s ite  form ed by  th e  
horsehoe bend in th e  Thaw  R iver. I t  w as e rected  by  G ilbert de Clares
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during  th e  fou rteen th -cen tu ry . T he en tran ce  ga tew ays are good 
exam ples of th e  fortified w ork  of th e  period  and  on th e  ex te rn a l ash lar 
w ork  m ay  be seen a large num ber of m aso n ’s m arks.

On th e  high ground n o rth -w est o f th e  v illage a re  earth w o rk s of th e  
Iro n  Age period .

ABERTHIN : The v illage of A berth in  lies to  th e  n o rth  of th e  Borough.
T y  M awr is  a  v e ry  fine T udor H ouse in th e  e a s t side o f th e  village, 

w ith  a  B ridge G ate  H ouse.
lo lo  F a rd d  G las (Edw ard W illiam s), b a rd  and  h is to rian , w as born  a t  

P en y lan  in 1770 and died  a t  B ridgend in 1854.
R eference is m ade in L lydaf to  th e  V illa F ra tu s  a t  A berth in .
The old M ethodist Chapel a t  A berth in  is d a ted  a b o u t 1740.
Stalling Down and St. Hilary Down: The op en  space of S t. H ila ry  

D ow n and  S ta lling  D ow n are  com m on lands of th e  M anors of L lan ­
b le th ian  and  St. H ila ry  and  th e  su m m it o f th e  D ow n is  crow ned by  th e  
beacon and  th e  tree  clum p, fo rm ing  a  lan d m ark  fo r th e  surrounding  vale.

On th e  n o rth  slope of S talling  Down is  a  m onum en t e rected  to  th e  m en 
of th e  G lam organ Y eom anry  w ho fell in  th e  1914-18 w ar. N ear th e  tree  
c lum p is  th e  rep u ted  s ite  of th e  gallows fo r th e  execu tion  of sen tences on 
th e  p risoners from  th e  gaol a t  Cowbridge.

Ernest Carver <*>• Son Ltd., Bridgend S T . H IL A R Y  V IL L A G E



The n o rth e rn  p a r t  of S ta lling  Down w as th e  s ite  of a  b a ttle  du ring  the  
G lyndw r Rebellion and , w ith  th e  su rrounding  w oods are  connected  
s to ries  of th e  p a trio ts .

N ear St. H ila ry  on th e  sou th  slope of th e  Down are  caves nam ed a f te r  
th e  highw aym en who to o k  refuge there .

ST. HILARY. The village of St. H ila ry  is on th e  sou th  slope of th e  
Downs.

Church: The P arish  Church, ded icated  to  St. H ilary , was resto red  in 
1862, b u t desp ite  th is  th e  in te rio r  co n ta in s m uch of in te res t. The 
fo n t and th e  d e ta ils  belong to  an earlie r church.

Beaupre: To th e  sou th  of th e  village, well off th e  m ain  road, n ear the  
R iver D daw en, is th e  C astle  of O ld B eaupre. The approach  is by  a long 
drive  en te rin g  from  th e  public  highw ay by  th e  ra ilw ay  bridge, o r  by the  
fo o tp a th  from  th e  road  n ear Howe Mill. T he m ain build ings d a te  from  
th e  tw elfth  cen tu ry , b u t successive ow ners du rin g  th e  cen tu ries  have 
added  and  a lte red  in th e  sty le  of th e ir  period.

The p rincipal fea tu res  a re  th e  two m ain  en trances, one leading to  th e  
in n er b a iley  and th e  o th e r  in to  th e  T udor po rtio n  of th e  house.

Gateways: The o u ter gatew ay  of T udor R enaissance deta il is dated  
1586, while th e  in n er gatew ay  is a  more florid rendering  of E arly  
R enaissance o f  th ree  superim posed orders and  d a ted  a . d . 1600. A 
le tte re d  in sc rip tio n  on  th ree  sm all stone panels records a  very  curious 
aphorism . A fine heraldic cen trep iece  carries th e  fam ily m o tto  of th e  
B asse t fam ily, Gwell A ngau  N a  Chywilydd—la te r  used by  th e  W elsh 
R egim ent.

T rad itio n  a sse rts  th a t  th e  d ra ft  of th e  G rea t C h arte r w as p rep ared  a t  
B eaupre  an d  read  to  th e  ba ro n s p rio r to  p re sen ta tio n  to  K ing Jo h n  a t  
R u n n y  m ead.

A sea t of W elsh cu ltu re , a  fam ous E isteddfod  w as held here in 1681; 
sa id  to  have been  th e  final congress o f b a rd s under th e  old order.

SIGGINSTONE. T he sm all village of S igginstone is on th e  m ain bus 
rou te, L lan tw it M ajor to  Cowbridge, and is a  convenien t sto p p in g  place 
fo r L lanm ihangel, a  sh o rt w alking d istance aw ay.

LLANMIHANGEL. L lanm ihangel, w ith  i ts  church, T udor m an ­
sion, bridge and lake, has a  p ictu resque setting .

The m anor belonged to  th e  N orrises of Penllyn , and was successively 
ow ned by th e  Bawsons, Thom ases, Edw ins, and finally th e  E arls  of 
D unraven.

The Plas: L lanm ihangel P las w as reb u ilt b y  Jam es Thom as, who was 
sheriff of G lam organ in 1550. H is arm s a p p ea r on th e  fireplace of th e  
panelled hall, and the  b ackp late  of th is  fireplace d isp lays the  q u arte rin g s 
of th e  g rea t L ord B urghley. In  th e  sam e room  are  th e  a rm s of Q ueen 
E lizabeth  I, which still show th e  R ed D ragon a s  th e  s in is te r supporter. 
Behind th e  P las is a  p leasaunce and an avenue of 110 yew  trees.

The Church: The Church of St. Michael is a  sm all one consisting  of 
nave, chancel, sou th  porch and  w estern  tow er. I t  co n ta in s a  q u a in t 
G rau n t effigy and two large E dw in m em orials. S ir H um phrey  Edw in. 
1642-1707, N onconform ist L ord M ayor of London, who died  a t  L lan ­
m ihangel 14th D ecem ber 1707, is  buried  here.

On th e  ban k  betw een  th e  church  and th e  P las is  St. A.nn's W ell, a  
v e ry  in te res tin g  o b jec t which h as suffered m uch neglect.
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ST. MARY CHURCH. St. M ary Church is a  h ill-top  village c lustering  
ab o u t th e  c ircu la r ch u rchyard  in w hich s ta n d s  th e  church.

The Church: The church co n ta in s a  N orm an fo n t and  a  p illa r p isc ina  
of th e  sam e period.

Iolo M organw g’s wife w as a  n a tiv e  of th e  place, w hilst th e  aged W elsh 
poet, lo a n  T rith y d , sp en t th e  evening of h is life in th e  parish .

FLEMINGSTON. T he village occupies a  com m anding site  over­
looking th e  flood p la in  o f th e  T haw  R iver, and  w as th e  hom e of E dw ard  
W illiam , Iolo Morganwg, b a rd  and an tiq u a ry , 1746-1826. In  th e  
church  is th e  ta b le t  e rected  to  his m em ory by  th e  C ountess of D unraven. 
T he site  of h is hom e is in th e  y a rd  of Gregor}7- Farm , b u t h is  b irthp lace  
is  a t  P en n o n  on th e  o th e r side of th e  river.

The Church: T he church  co n ta in s a  fo u rteen th -cen tu ry  effigy of a  L ady  
of th e  F lem ing fam ily, and  is ded icated  to  St. M ichael.

The Court: The co u rt ad jo in ing  th e  churchyard  w as a  sea t of the  
Flem ings and  is a  fortified m anor house co n ta in in g  m uch T udor work.

G regory F arm  is a  p ictu resque  farm  build ing  of trad itio n a l con­
struc tion .

LLANDOUGH. Llandough, St. Docheu, w as w ith  S t. M arychurch, 
th e  p ro p e rty  of th e  Le W aleys o r  W alsh fam ily.
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The Church: The church  w hich h as been  d rastically  resto red , losing 
m uch of i ts  c h a rac te r  in  th e  process, once co n ta in ed  an  early  effigy, 
doubtless one of th e  Le W aley ’s fam ily, w hich now lies m ouldering in 
th e  churchyard . I t  still re ta in s  one of th e  v e ry  few “ b rasses” to  be 
found in th e  diocese. T his records th e  d ea th  of W enllian  le W alsche 
in  D ecem ber, 1427.

The Castle: The castle  h a s  now  been com plete ly  a ltered , b u t th e  
rem ain s of th e  T udor ga tew ay  can  s till be seen.

T he R everend  Jo h n  W alters, 1721-1797, a  fo rm er rec to r of L landough 
com piled a  W elsh d ictionary  du ring  his incum bency.

T hom as Carlyle once v isited  th e  Redw oods w ho resided in th e  parish.

EGLWYS BREWIS. Eglw ys Brewis, bo th  p arish  and  village, is now 
p rac tica lly  all included in th e  St. A th an  a ir  sta tion .

The Church: The P arish  Church, dedicated  to  St. Brice, and  one o f th e  
sm allest in  th e  Vale, is in  th e  grounds of the  m anor house, and  ap p ears  to  
be  erected  on an  artificial m ound. In te re s t  is added  to  th e  e x te rio r  by  a 
sm all bell co te  of th e  T udor p e rio d .

T he fo n t of S u tto n  stone ind icates a  tw e lfth -cen tu ry  foundation  fo r th e  
church.

On th e  walls a re  em blazoned th e  royal co a t of arm s, p robab ly  of th e  
S tu a r t period, while le tte red  panels co n ta in  th e  Creed and  th e  C om m and­
m ents.

T he m anor ap p ears to  have tak e n  its  nam e from  a d au g h te r of W illiam  
de B raose who held i t  in th e  th ir te e n th  cen tu ry . M any R om an and 
M edieval coins have  been found in th e  v ic in ity  from  tim e  to  tim e. A t 
n ea rb y  F ish e r’s B ridge St. P a trick , local tra d itio n  says, w as cap tu red  
by  p ira te s  and  tak en , a  slave, to  Ireland .

ST. ATHAN. St. A than  h as changed g reatly  du rin g  th e  p a s t 35 
years. The presence of a  large p e rm an en t a ir  s ta tio n  has caused m uch 
build ing  and increased th e  p opu lation  of th e  village.

T he p arish  tak e s  i ts  nam e from  th e  church  and  ex tends to  th e  es tu a ry  
of th e  Thaw. I t  su rrounds th e  ad jo in ing  p arish  of Gileston.

The Church: The church, dedicated  to  St. T a th an , is of tw elfth  
cen tu ry  foundation , and  co n ta in s som e fine fo u rteen th  cen tu ry  windows 
and  effigies of th e  B erkrolles fam ily.

In th e  churchyard  is a  m em orial to  Jo h n  W illiam s, 1728-1806, th e  
well-know n hym n w riter.

E a s t O rchard  Castle, a  fortified m anor house n e a r th e  e s tu a ry  of th e  
Thaw , w as held  by  th e  B erkrolles, and  it  w as h ere  th a t  th e  d ram atic  
m eeting  betw een O w ain G lyndwr, th e  W elsh so ld ier-pa trio t, and  Sir 
Law rence B erkrolles is rep u ted  to  have occurred, ending to o  trag ica lly  
fo r th e  la tte r.

The Old Port: A t th e  m ou th  of th e  T haw  R iver is  th e  old p o r t  of 
A berthaw , w hich form erly  carried  on a th riv in g  tra d e  w ith  B risto l and 
th e  coast p o r ts  of th e  B isto l Channel.

T he old B ooth  cellars rem ain , b u t th e  m ilestones on  th e  roads leading 
to  th e  p o rt  w ith  th e  p o r t  d istances were rem oved durin g  th e  w ar and 
have n o t  been  replaced.

The celebrated  A berthaw  lime, used in th e  co n stru c tio n  of th e  
E ddystone  L ighthouse, is  no longer produced; b u t  across th e  r iv e r a 
large cem ent-m aking p lan t m anufactu res th e  m odern eq u iva len t of th is  
m ateria l from  sim ilar lim estone.
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A M iner’s W elfare Camp, on  th e  h igh ground eas t of G ileston, well 
ap p o in ted  and la id  out, w as engaged in w elfare w ork  in  connection  w ith  
young people from  th e  m ining a rea  for m an y  years. T his has now been 
renovated  and is used by  th e  B oys' Clubs of W ales, th e  official opening 
hav ing  been perform ed b y  H e r M ajesty  Q ueen E lizab e th  th e  Queen 
M other in  April, 1962.

A coal-fired pow er s ta tio n  w as recen tly  c o nstructed  a t  W est A berthaw  
in  th e  p a rish  of St. A than, and  a second s ta tio n  h as been  co nstructed  to  
th e  w est of th e  first sta tio n .

GILESTON. The village cen tres around  th e  m anor house and th e  
P a rish  Church of St. Giles.

The Church: T he sou th  door of th e  church  h as a  series of carved 
arm oria l panels of th e  T udor period.

The p a rish  ex ten d s along th e  sea coast including B reaksea P o in t 
w ith  i ts  clanging bell buoy.

T he nam e of th e  G allan t Acre upon a p o rtio n  of th e  foreshore ind i­
ca tes  th e  fo rm er site  of th e  castle  of L lan d ath an  d estroyed  b y  th e  sea. 
The sea co ast is  here  served by  fo o tp a th s which lead  eas t tow ards 
th e  riv er estu ary , and  w estw ard  tow ards L lan tw it M ajor.

ST. ATHAN AIR STATION. The St. A than  A ir S ta tio n  tak es in 
a  large a rea  of th e  parishes of St. A than, L lan tw it M ajor and Eglw ys 
Brewis. The s ta tio n  is of p e rm an en t construction , i ts  buildings 
arranged  and  grouped along th e  m ain  road  B.4265. T his road has 
recen tly  been  d iverted  along a new  road  from  th e  W ar M em orial a t  St. 
A than  to  B overton  village, ru nn ing  p ractica lly  paralle l to  th e  railway. 
B atsleys, a farm  house ly ing  betw een these  tw o villages, will b ring  to  
m ind th e  s to ry  of th e  L adi W en, th e  u n fo rtu n a te  wife of S ir Law rence 
Berkrolles. H e r ghost is still rep u ted  to  h a u n t th e  scene of he r sufferings.

BOVERTON. B overton , as prev iously  m entioned , shares w ith  
Cowbridge a  claim  to  be th e  site  of th e  R om an s ta tio n  of Bovium .

The Plas: The P las, a  large T udor build ing  now  in  ru ins, stood on th e  
site  of a n  earlier building. I t  p rovided a refuge for K ing Jo h n  w hen, as 
G erald F itza lan , he w as in h id ing  from  th e  barons.

Anne B oleyn is also repu ted  to  have stay ed  here.
The village of T rebeferad  w as erected  for th e  B overton  C o-O perators 

who successfully organised a large m ark e t garden en terprise  on a  
co-operative basis before th e  Second W orld W ar. W hen th is  was w ound 
up  th e  village becam e th e  p ro p e rty  of th e  R ura l D is tr ic t Council.

On th e  coast are th e  rem ains of a  large tr ip le  Iro n  Age earthw orks, 
and  an e igh teen th -cen tu ry  sum m er house b u ilt in th e  cen tre  gives i t  th e  
nam e of Sum m erhouse Camp.

In  th e  ad jo in ing  fields are th e  p e rm an en t build ings of a  G irls’ Cam p 
organised  bv  M iss D avies of L landinam .

D uring th e  B a ttle  of B rita in , B overton  suffered one of th e  first a ir  
ra id s  in  W ales on 19th June , 1940.

LLANMAES. A bout 1 | m iles in a  n o rth -ea s te rly  d irection  from  
L lan tw it M ajor is th e  village of L lanm aes.

A t th e  cross-road im m ediately  before en te rin g  th e  village is  Gallows 
W ay, th e  site  of th e  old g ibbet of L lan tw it M ajor.

The Church: The P a rish  Church is dedicated  to  St. Cadog.
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On e ith e r side of th e  church are  th e  rem ains of tw o N orm an castles, 
one of th e  B edford C astle, and  im m ediately  beh ind  th e  G rea t H ouse th e  
M alefaunt Castle.

The G reat H ouse belongs to  th e  G eorgian period, and  th e  en trance  
ga tes have  v e ry  fine p illars.

To th e  e a s t of th e  village is th e  old In d ep en d en t Chapel of B ethesda 
y  F ro , one of th e  best-know n and loved of th e  p laces of w orsh ip  in the  
Yale.

ST. DONATS.
The Church: The church  is d ed icated  to  St. D unw yd and has a  R o m an ­

esque chancel arch , an d  th e re  is m uch d e ta il belonging to  th e  four­
te e n th  cen tury . T he sou th  door is called " th e  Soldier’s D o o r” , from  its  
use by  Crom well’s tro o p ers  w hen sta tio n ed  in th e  castle. T he C alvary 
in th e  churchyard  is a  b eau tifu l exam ple of the  fifteen th  c en tu ry  and is 
fo rtu n a te ly  in tac t, th e  cross head  dep ic ting  th e  Crucifixion and  A dora­
tion .

The Castle: T he C astle  d a te s  from  th e  early  fo u rteen th  c en tu ry  w ith 
T udor and  som e m ore recen t add itions. T he build ing  has grown up 
a round  and  betw een th e  two early  concentric  fortified walls. I t  con­
ta in s  a  fine in n er quadrangle  of fifteen th  and  seven teen th  c en tu ry  con­
s tru c tio n  in  w hich can be seen th ree  te rra -c o tta  roundels a ttr ib u te d  to  da 
M ajano, sim ilar to  those  a t  H a m p to n  C ourt. The en tran ce  gatehouse 
and  po rtcu llis  cham ber is p a rticu la rly  well p reserved  and th e  Mansell, 
G ibbet and  L ady Anne T ow ers m ark  th e  line  of th e  walls.

The C astle  w as th e  sea t of th e  S trad ling  fam ily  fo r som e four hundred 
years. R ecen t additions, w hich are  in character, w ere m ade du ring  th e  
ow nership  of th e  la te  W. R . H ears t. T hey  in co rpora te  m edieval relics 
of high q u ality . The terraced  gardens, p a rk  and w oodlands are notable 
fo r th e ir  beau ty .

P a r ts  of th e  C astle  and  grounds are  open  to  th e  public  a t  advertised  
tim es during  th e  College vacation .

The Atlantic College. The A tlan tic  College w as estab lished  a t  St. 
D o n a ts  Castle in 1962, un d er th e  auspices of a  d istinguished Council of 
em inen t m en an d  w om en. I t  is th e  first of a  num ber of in te rn a tio n al 
all six th -fo rm  b o y s’ and  g irls’ residen tia l colleges p lanned  in  W estern 
countries.

The a im s of th e  college are  to  p rep are  six th-form  boys fo r un iversity  
e n try  in  an  in te rn a tio n a l en v iro n m en t and  to  provide an  active  tra in in g  
to  develop character, w i11-power and  feeling ap p ro p ria te  to  th e  needs of 
th e  p re sen t day . The m ajo rity  of th e  boys are financially  assisted by  
th e ir  n a tio n a l o r local ed ucation  au th o ritie s  b u t th e  College is  an 
indep en d en t ch aritab le  foundation .

Lewis Thomas Stairs: A t th e  e a s t  side of th e  castle  p a rk  th e  fo o tp a th  
leading to  th e  Lew is T hom as S ta irs  affords a  very  difficult access to  th e  
beach  and th e  S trad ling  W ell. A b e tte r  p a th w ay  eastw ards leads to  
T resilian  B ay  and  Cave.

Tresilian: On th e  m ain  road  to w ards L lan tw it M ajor is  th e  en tran ce  
to  T resilian  H ouse, m arked  b y  an  in te res tin g  octagonal lodge. On th e  
o p p osite  side of th e  road  a  cross se t in  th e  w all ind ica tes th e  s ite  where 
hu m an  rem ains w ere discovered du ring  road-w idening operations. These 
form  th e  b asis of a  well-known local ghost story .
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On th e  shore n ear T resilian  H ouse is T resilian  Cave, th e  flat stone 
lin tel, called th e  Arch of D estiny , spanning  its  w idth , tem p tin g  v isito rs 
to  peer in to  th e  fu tu re  b y  th e  process of th row ing  stones over th e  arch.

H ere, to  show her defiance of th e  new  church regu lations, Cecil Powell 
of L landow  w as m arried . She becam e th e  m o th er of G eneral S ir T hom as 
P ic ton  of W aterloo  fame.

MARCROSS. In  th e  cen tre  of th e  village a road  leads d irec t to  the  
beach th rough  M arcross Cwm.

The ligh thouses a t  N ash P o in t provide w arning to  seam en for th e  
N ash Sands and  th e  Tuskar, th e  o lder ligh thouse still s tand ing  ad jacen t 
to  th e  one now in use.

On th e  w estern  head land  is a  th ree -rin g  earth w o rk  of th e  Iro n  Age 
period, now  being g reatly  dam aged by  sea erosion.

The car p a rk  site  and th e  approach  road  a re  p riv ate .
The Church: M arcross C hurch is tran s itio n a l w ith a  very  ornam en ted  

R om anesque chancel arch , and a low side w indow  of th e  th ir te en th  
cen tury .

N ear th e  v illage along th e  line  of th e  s tream ,, are  a  n u m b er of o'.d 
build ings belonging to  th e  G range of N eath  Abbey.

MONKNASH. P rac tica lly  th e  whole of th e  land  betw een here and 
.Marcross w as bestow ed upon N eath  A bbey by R ichard  de G ranville, 
and rem ained ecclesiastical p ro p e rty  u n til th e  D issolution of th e  
M onasteries.

The lay o u t of th e  Abbey G range w ith  th e  Dove Cot and m ain  barn  
can  be observed, and surrounding  th e  site  are  earthw orks of earlie r date.

Access to  th e  sea coast can be ob tained  by ped estrian s th rough  th e  
Cwm, one of th e  m ost beau tifu l w alks in  th e  neighbourhood, and a 
fo o tp a th  eastw ard  along th e  cliff edge leads back  to  M arcross Cwm.

The Church: The church  is of th e  usual tw e lfth -cen tu ry  foundation  
w ith exam ples of fo u rteen th  and fifteen th -cen tu ry  w ork. The church­
y ard  con ta ins m any  graves of sailors w hose vessels foundered or were 
wrecked on th e  dreaded  T u sk ar Rock.

The w est boundary  of th e  p a rish  is Clawdd y  M ynach—th e  M onks’ 
Dyke, which is also th e  b o u ndary  of th e  P a rliam en ta ry  D ivision and th e  
R ural D istrict.

COAST WALKS. The co asta l w alks on th e  cliff top s, w ith  th e  
excep tion  of a  sh o rt leng th  from  N ash P o in t to  St. D onats and  from  
Sum m erhouse Cam p to  th e  L im p ert a t G ileston, provide o p p o rtu n ities  
to  inspect th e  whole coastline  and  th e  earthw orks. The cliff to p s  are 
treacherous and care is requ ired  as sea erosion  causes falls to  occur 
w ith o u t w arning.

In  trav ersin g  th e  beaches it is necessary  to  be well inform ed of th e  tide  
tim es, as th e  bays and caves in  m ost cases a re  cu t off a t  high w ater.

LLANDOW. The Church: The church  is ded icated  to  th e  H oly  
T rin ity  and is of tw e 'f th -cen tu ry  foundation . The chancel a rch  is of 
unusual design and  th e  church  has some in te res tin g  m ural tab le ts .

Llandow Industrial Estate: The L landow  In d u str ia l E s ta te  h a s  been 
estab lished  on p a r t  of w hat w as fo rm erly  th e  L landow  R oyal A irforce
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T H E  A T L A N T IC  C O L L E G E , S T . D O N A T S C A S T L E  

Terence Soames (Cardiff) Ltd.

S ta tion  by  th e  conversion of th e  ex is ting  prem ises to  factories and 
w arehouses covering a  wide range of goods. The large han g ars ex ­
ten d in g  to  4.1,000 square  feet o r m ore p rov ide  superb  w arehousing 
accom m odation and are  a t  p re sen t occupied b y  firm s s to ring  a wide 
range of goods from  tissue p ap er to  food stuffs and furnishings. Several
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l l y s w o r n e y  v i l l a g e  a n d  p o n d  Ernest Carver &■ Son Ltd., Bridgend

of th e  o th er build ings are used for ligh t in d u stria l and m anufactu ring  
purposes, m aking  a range of goods from  optica l equipm ent, 
n a tu ra l s tone  jew ellery to  concrete  blocks, and  wheels for fo rk  lift 
tru ck s  and  o th e r heavy  d u ty  purposes.

The e s ta te  is ideally  s itu a ted  to  provide easy  access to  all p a r ts  of 
South W ales, being  w ith in  30 m iles of N ew port, Sw ansea, Cardiff, 
M erthy r and  all th e  o th e r m ajo r in d u stria l tow ns. The m ain  AMS road
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is situ a ted  ap p ro x im ate ly  1 m ile from  th e  e s ta te , w hich lies in open 
co u n try  w ith excellen t car p a rk in g  facilities and  p len ty  of space for 
expansion. The e s ta te  owners, who are  a  Leeds p ro p e rty  developm ent 
Com pany, H eadrow  P ro p ertie s  L im ited  hope th a t  th e  E s ta te  will 
even tually  be expanded  by  a  co n stru c tio n  of new  fac to ry  and  w arehouse 
u n its  in teg ra tin g  w ith th e  ex is tin g  u n its  to  p rov ide a  w ider field fo r 
ligh t industria l activ ities.

The m ain agen ts fo r th e  s ite  are N ew port E sta te  Agents, S co tt & B lock 
& W ebbs, who are  pleased to  answ er an y  enquiries from  p o ten tia l 
ten an ts .

NASH MANOR. N ash M anor, for long th e  residence of the  Carnes, 
w as in  early  tim es a  possession  of th e  B ishop of Llandaff. In  th e  
grounds are  th e  rem ain s of th e  Chapel of St. Andrew  and a  small 
pre-N orm an cross.

LLYSWORNEY. Llysw orney, w ith  i ts  church  and in teresting  village 
well is trad itio n a lly  associated  w ith  th e  six th -cen tu ry  C hieftain , Nudd 
Hael.

The Church: The church, w ith i ts  cen tra l tow er, is dedicated to  S t, 
Tydfil.

To th e  n o rth  of th e  p a rish  a re  som e Bronze Age tum uli, while th e  
R om ano-B ritish  se ttlem en t a t  M ynydd Bychan has been  excavated  
and explored  b y  th e  N ational Museum of W ales. Betw een th is  site  
and th e  v illage are  th e  Surges, p ro b ab ly  th e  site  of th e  an c ien t churches. 
The in te res tin g  M oat Farm  w as once an  episcopal residence.

L lysw orney, in  N orm an tim es, w as closely associated  w ith  L lan tw it 
M ajor.

T here is a  C alvanistic  M ethodist Chapel; and a t  L lysw orney resided 
th a t  well-know n M ethodist, th e  Rev. D avid W illiam s (1717-1792) who 
is  s ta te d  to  have influenced considerab ly  th e  celebrated  Rev. D avid 
J ones of L lan g an .

COLWINSTON. C olw inston is said to  have tak en  its nam e from 
Colwyn, th e  rep u ted  chief shepherd  to  one of th e  an c ien t ru lers of 
G lam organ .

To th e  n o rth -ea s t of th e  p arish  is “ Tw yn Colw yn” , known in T udor 
tim es a s  "Y  F illtir  A ur” o r th e  "G olden M ile” . H ere , trad itio n  asserts, 
th e  N orm an forces received p ay m en t for th e ir  services to  Ie sty n  ap  
Gwrgan before re tu rn in g  to  P o rth k e rry  and thence to  B ristol.

A t "T w m p a th ” , a  large m ound n e a r th e  Golden Mile w as found to  
con ta in  seven urns, when excavated  m an y  y ears ago. T hey belonged 
presum ably  to  th e  B ronze Age period.

The Church: T he church, dedicated  to  St. M ichael, consists of tow er, 
nave, chancel and sou th  porch . Among th e  fea tu res  of th is  church is a  
R om anesque chancel arch , on  e ith e r side of w hich are  trefo iled  niches 
and som e wall frescoes. A th ir te en th -ce n tu ry  n iche in th e  n o rth  wall of 
th e  chancel co n ta in s a  S u tto n  stone  effigy of early  da te , w ith  scroll 
m oulding and dog-tooth  ornam ent.

The p rincipal residence is Pw ll-y-w rach, th e  old hom e of th e  T hom ases 
and Prichards.

PENLLYN. T he village to  th e  n o rth  o f the  m ain  road, cen tred  around 
th e  new  church  and  castle  gates, rep laces th e  village destroyed  w ith  th e  
castle  in  th e  G lyndw r rebellion.

A t P en tre  M eyrick th e  old ro ad  from  L lan tw it M ajor, a  ridge road  of
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g re a t an tiq u ity , crosses th e  m ain  tru n k  road  A.48 an d  leads to  th e  iron 
•deposits in th e  v ic in ity  of L lan h arry  and  th e  lead m ines in L lan g an .

Along th is  rou te  tum uli, g raves and  cam p sites em phasise  i ts  an tiq u ity  
an d  im portance.

The Church: Penllyn  Church is th e  m odern build ing  which rep laces 
th e  o lder church  of L lanfrynaeh , and is  laid  o u t in keep ing  w ith  the  
cas tle  en tran ce  and lodges.

The Castle: The castle  s tan d s on a  m o st p ro m in en t s ite  to  th e  n o rth  of 
th e  tru n k  road, and th e  occupied p o rtio n  p robab ly  d a te s  to  1790, b u t 
ad d itio n s and  ex tensions have freq u en tly  been m ade.

T he N orm an po rtio n  of th e  castle  is rep resen ted  by th e  keep, which 
s ta n d s  on  th e  edge of a  p rec ip itous ravine. T he basis is o f an unusual 
form  of herring-bone m asonry  construction .

The village wells, now  replaced by  a  m odern p iped  w a te r  supply, are 
very  b eau tifu lly  s ituated , and  th e  o lder well co n ta in s a  niche in th e  rear 
wall. The well n ea re s t th e  road  has a  tab le t w ith  th e  follow ing in ­
scrip tion :

“ D w r R h oddyr H ollalluog D duw ” .
The G raig Penllyn , a  very  beau tifu l an d  well-wooded valley, ex tends 

from  th e  v illage to  th e  o ld ford over th e  Thaw , passing  Penllyn  Court.
Llanfrynach Church: L lanfrynach  Church rep u ted  to  have been 

founded by St. B rynach  in th e  fifth cen tu ry , lies secluded and deserted  
in th e  valley to  th e  n o rth  o f L lanbleth ian . The village w hich once 
surrounded  i t  w as destroyed  in th e  G lyndw r rebellion. To th e  n o rth  of 
th e  church  a Celtic field system  can  still be traced . T he church  was 
fo rm erly  th e  p arish  church of Penllyn , b u t  now services a re  held only 
tw ice yearly .

Access to  th e  church  is b y  m eans of a  sunken road, o r  a lte rn a tiv e ly  
across th e  fields by  a  series of curious “ coffin” stiles.

The build ing  is of tran s itio n a l R om anesque to  th irte en th -cen tu ry  
da te , w ith som e T udor add itions, and was th e  b u ry ing  place of the 
T urbervilles of Penllyn . Dr. Salm on, th e  celebrated  cen tenarian  oi 
Pen llyn  C ourt is buried  in th e  church.

LLANGAN. The village is off th e  m ain  road. In th e  v ic in ity  lead 
ore  has been m ined, b u t th e  w orks have been abanodned  m any  years.

T he P arish  Church is ded icated  to  St. C anna and is m uch resto red . I t  
co n ta in s a  m em orial w indow  to  th e  Rev. D avid Jones.

In  th e  churchyard  are  two splendid  exam ples of vo tive  crosses, one a 
n in th -cen tu ry  W heel Cross w ith  th e  Crucifixion in sligh t relief and now 
m uch w orn, and a fifteen th  c en tu ry  cross, th e  head of w hich d ep ic ts the 
Crucifixion, R esurrection , Ascension and  T ransfiguration .
ST. MARY HILL.

The Fair: T he g re a t horse fa ir held on th e  open m ountain  on  August 
26th has now  ceased.

The Church: T he P arish  C hurch of St. M ary has a  th ir te en th -cen tu ry  
porch and  th e  rem ain s of a  C alvary  Cross.

The m ain road  from  P en tre  M eyrick is a  ridge road  of g rea t an tiq u ity  
and excavations du ring  road  w idening have from  tim e to  tim e  disclosed 
m any  Bronze Age and  e arly  C hristian  rem ains.

On R u th in  th e  m oun ta in  lim estone d eposits  have a ttra c te d  lim e­
w orking, and  th e  B ritish  P o rtlan d  C em ent C om pany have erected  
p lan ts  th ere . D uring  th e  Second W orld W ar R u th in  Com m on w as the  
s ite  of a  large A m erican cam p.
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Y N Y S M A R D Y  V IL L A G E  (W IT H  R O Y A L M IN T  IN  B A C K G R O U N D ), 
FR O M  M Y N Y D D  G A R T H  M A E L W G

Ernest Carver <5- Son Ltd,., Bridgend

LLANILID. L lanilid  Church is ap proached  from  Felindre b y  Hoel 
F o rth  Mawr, and  stan d s up  above th e  surrounding  countryside.

A djoining th e  church  is a large m ound of g rea t a n tiq u ity  while to  the  
sou th  is th e  site  of a  R om an encam pm ent.

The Church. The C hurch, ded icated  to  St. Hid and St. Curig, is m uch 
resto red  b u t is of th e  usual tw elfth -cen tu ry  foundation .

The d is tr ic t is associated  w ith  B ran, th e  fa th e r of C aractacus, the 
B ritish  C hieftain , and w ith  th e  early  C hristian  m issionary  effort of th a t  
period.

B ran, th e  son of L ly r L led iaith , is sa id  to  have brough t th e  C hristian  
fa ith  first to  th is  island  from  R om e and was, th erefo re , called B ran the  
Blessed. W ith  him  cam e St. Ilid  who converted  m any  to  th e  C hristian  
faith .

A t Felindre, on th e  E w enny  R iver, is a  sm all com m unity  surrounding 
th e  inn.

LLANSANNOR. The vi'lage of L lansannor possesses th e  uncom m on 
nam e of C ity  L lansannor, and s tan d s n ear th e  source of th e  Thaw.

The Church: The church is ded icated  to  St. Senew yr and  h as a 
six teen th -cen tu ry  porch and  sundial. The tow er and w estern  door 
p robab ly  are  of m uch earlie r da te . T here  is a  fine effigy said  to  be of 
S tephen  B auson of B rigam  in fo u rteen th -cen tu ry  arm our.
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The Court: The C ourt is a  fine T udor m ansion , beau tifu lly  situ a ted  
and still occupied.

YSTRADOWEN. The village is on th e  m ain  road  from  Cowbridge 
to  Pontyclun .

The Church: The ded ication  of th e  church  is  to  St. Ow ain, and  
adjo in ing  th e  church  is  a  large tu m u lu s in  a  grove of trees.

The Castle: T aly fan  C astle, a  N orm an build ing  now  in ru ins, was held 
by  Sir R ichard  Seward, a m ost form idable and  de term ined  kn igh t.

T here is very  l ittle  trace  of th e  building known as Murl v  L lengau, 
and so fa r as can  be ascerta ined , no in v estig a tio n s have been  conducted  
on th is  site.

LLANHARRY. The p arish  of L lan h arry  w as p a r t  of th e  M anor of 
T alyfan  b u t  la te r  w as held w ith T recastle.

Of la te r  y ears th e  village has increased in im portance  owing to  th e  
popu lation  being engaged in m ineral w orkings in the  area. The D is tric t 
Council have erected  upw ards of 500 houses a t  L lanharry .

The iron  ore m ines in th e  parish  have been w orked since earlie st tim es. 
N ear N a b o th ’s V ineyard a tum ulus excavated  du ring  road  w idening 
op era tio n s disclosed a  Bronze Age bu rial w ith  p o tte ry  and im plem ents 
of th e  period , and R om an rem ains and  w orkings w ere found n ear 
Llechau Farm . The p re sen t iron  ore m ines have been w orked for m any  
y ears by  th e  G lam organ H em atite  Iro n  Ore Com pany.

A t one tim e th e  fo res t of M ynydd G arth  Maelwg w as sold to  th e  iron 
m en for sm elting  purposes; th is  shows th e  im portance  of th e  w orkings 
a t  t h a t  date.

The Church: The church  is d ed icated  to St. Illtyd .
T he village has a  N oncom form ist place of w orship, and th e  village hall 

is th e  cen tre  of th e  com m unal life.
The road from  L lan h arry  trav e ls  n o rth w ard s passing  th e  old farm  

house a t  Torgelli, and over the  com m on land  of L lan h arry  Meadows, 
where i t  en te rs  th e  a rea  of th e  coal m easures a t  L lanharan .

LLANHARAN. L lanharan , in con junction  w ith th e  ne ighbouring  
village of B rynna, is one of the  largest com m unities on th e  South  C rop of 
th e  coal fields. I ts  po p u latio n  is largely  dependen t upon th e  coal­
m ining industry , cen tred  now (under th e  N a tional Coal Board) a t  
Coed E ly  Collieries.

Industry: In  th e  Coed E ly  Colliery p ro d u c tio n  h as been  ex ten d ed  to  
cover th e  full range of a  by -p roduct recovery  o rg an isatio n  d ep en d en t 
upon th e  coal m ining industry .

M etal forging, concrete  p ro ducts and  o th e r ind u strie s  are  sited  in  th e  
easte rn  p o rtio n  of th e  p arish  n ear Lanelay.

The tow n is fully developed, and possesses good shopping facilities, 
recreation  ground and places of w orship of all denom inations. The dedi­
cation  of th e  P arish  Church to  St. A aron and St. Ju liu s in d ica tes th e  
orig in  of th e  nam e of th e  parish . The w elfare grounds, St. J o h n ’s 
A m bulance H all an d  E x-Servicem en’s o rgan isations m ee t th e  local 
needs for recreational facilities.

To th e  n o rth  and  e a s t th e  u p p e r p o rtio n s  of M ynydd G arth  Maelwg 
are  un d er th e  con tro l of th e  F o re s try  C om m ission, who have u n d ertaken  
conifer p ro d u c tio n  on a  large scale.

A t B ry n n a  th e  village cen tre  is well estab lished  round th e  shopping  
area, and th e  m ain  road  carries th e  bu s services to  and from  L lanharan .
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On th e  ridge to  th e  n o rth  of th e  tow n  ru n s  th e  old road  from  L lan- 
tr is a n t to  M argam , crossing  M ynydd P o rtre f  and  passing  th e  old church 
of L lan  B edr y  M ynydd, from  w hich th e  m odern  nam e of th e  p a rish  of 
P e te rs to n  super M ontem is derived.

F rom  th is  road  p a th s  lead  to  th e  beacons of M ynydd G arth  Maelwg, 
to  th e  old su lphur well, F fy nnon  G arth  Maelwg, th e  fine earthw orks and 
cam p of M ynydd y  G aer an d  p a s t  Gelli Fedd G aer to  th e  old v illage 
an d  church  of L landyfodw g. F ro m  th is  ridge, rising  in  p laces o v er 900 
fee t above sea-level, w ide view s over th e  Vale and  th e  B risto l C hannel 
to  D unkery  B eacon and th e  o th e r  h e ig h ts  o f E xm oor m ay  be ob ta ined ,

N o rth w ard  th e  g round rises  in a succession of peaks to  th e  Beacons, 
n o rth  of th e  county .

T he presence of in tensive  agricu ltu ra l a c tiv ity  on  th e  sou th  slopes of 
th e  m oun ta ins can  also be noted , th e  m ineral u n d ertak in g s confining 
th e ir  operations, generally, to  th e  valley floor.

F rom  B ry n n a  a  m o un ta in  road  passing  th e  old fa rm  of Gelli Fedi, 
and  thence  to  th e  E ly  V alley a t  T hom as Tow n, jo in s  w ith  th e  old ridge 
road ; while on the  eas te rn  side, th e  road  n o rth w ard s along th e  w est bank  
of th e  E ly  R iver b y  L anelay , m akes a  rap id  en tran ce  in to  a  region of 
unexpected  beau ty .

L lanharan  has a  background o f W elsh cu ltu re  and  B ardic trad itio n . 
R h y s B rydydd  of B laen Cynllan w as th e  p recep to r of Io rw o rth  Fynglw yd 
th e  celeb ra ted  b a rd  and  scholar, w ho flourished in th e  la t te r  p a r t  o f th e  
fifteen th  cen tury . The L ly fy r H ir  L lanharan , th e  w ork  of L lyw elyn 
Sion (in m anuscrip t) w as deposited  by  Mrs. B landy-Jenk ins in th e  
Cardiff C entra l L ibrary.

The old house of H endrew en h as  connections w ith  th e  T urberv ilie  
fam ily  o f E w enny  P rio ry , while th e  nam e of Argoed E dw in b rings to  
m ind S ir H u m p h rey  Edw in, L ord  M ayor o f L ondon during  th e  reign of 
W illiam  an d  Mary.

L lan h aran  H ouse, w ith  a  b eau tifu l se ttin g  and background, w as 
form erly  th e  hom e of th e  B lan dy-Jenk ins fam ily. L anelay  H all, n ear 
th e  R iver E ly, h as been acquired  by  th e  G lam organ C ounty  Council as 
F ire  Service H eadquarters .

To a tte m p t to  p resen t adeq u a te ly  w ith in  th e  lim ited  space available, 
th e  a rea  adm in istered  by  th e  Council is an  im possible task .

Much h as been o m itted  th a t  should have had a tte n tio n  and, p laces of 
g rea t in te re s t m ay have received n o tice  e n tire ly  o u t o f keeping w ith  
th e ir  im portance.

The Council p u t  forw ard th is  accoun t in the  hope th a t  th e  in te re s t  i t  
m ay  arouse will encourage a  desire  to  v is it and en joy  one of th e  m ost 
b eau tifu l and  h istoric  d is tr ic ts  in th e  P rincipality .

Compiled by the late Edward Loveluck, A .R .I .B .A . ,  F .R .I .C .S . 
{Housing Architect to the D istrict Council) in  December, 1954, and revised 
by the late W yndham  R. H aw kins, A .R .I .C .S . (Surveyor to the District 
Council), in  October, 1966. Amended (March) 1969 and (February) 1971.

W hilst every care has been taken in  compiling this Guide, and the 
statements contained herein are believed to be correct, the Publishers and 
the Promoters o f this publication cannot accept responsibility fo r  any  
inaccuracies.

33



NEW HOME FURNITURE 
SUPERMARKET

FURNITURE SUPERMARKET

LLANDOW AIRPORT 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

Near COWBRIDGE GLAMORGAN

GLOVERS’ STORES
high-class grocery 
greengrocery 
frozen foods

DAILY DELIVERIES

Personal A ttention  to all your Requirem ents

WINE STREET, LLANTW IT MAJOR
Telephone: Llantwit Major 202
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)tking’s!

Hotel

Licensed Premises

LLANTWIT MAJOR GLAMORGAN

J. G ILBERT & SON
Builders Merchants

Hardware - Paraffin - Ironmongery 
Wallpaper, Paint and Household Goods

All Requisites for 
The Do-It-Yourself Enthusiast

A TOPDEC STORE

I FRANCIS TERRACE  
LLA N H A R A N  - GLAM O RGAN

Telephone Llanharan 305
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F. tt. FITCHETT
GENERAL STORES 
AND POST OFFICE

Grocer, Confectioner 
Tobacconist & Newsagent 

BOVERTON 
LLANTWIT MAJOR

Telephone: Llantwit Major 218

NEWSAGENT OF ST. ATHAN
(P rops.  R. & D. Williams)

GROCERY, PROVISIONS and FRESH FRUIT
NEWSPAPERS, PERIODICALS and BOOKS 

GREETING CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
SUNDAY, DAILY and EVENING PAPERS 

The Old Exchange, St. Athan, Barry, Glam. 
Telephone St. Athan 320

LLANHARAN MOTORS
Propr ie to r : J. David T E L E P H O N E  218

CAR SALES AND SERVICE
Automobile Engineers Day and Night Breakdown Service 

Ford Retail Dealer — Any Make of Car Supplied 
A.A.  M .A .A .  R.A .C.

Llantrisant Road, Llanharan

T H IS  G U I D E  is published by
HOME PUBLISHING (SOUTHERN) LTD.
Associate Companies: Home Publishing Co. Ltd.

Home Publishing (Northern) Ltd. 
Forward Publicity Ltd.

Bell House, 36-38 High St., Carshalton, Surrey
Telephone 01 647 5592
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FOR OLDE WORLDE ATMOSPHERE

Wbt J |tg l)  C o rn e r Jfyou&t
Tel. — L L A N H A R A N  — 263

V a r io u s  S n a c k s  - PRIVATE PARTIES CATERED FOR
Background Music

CAR PARK - ACCOMMODATION

A MACE GROCER

A. SPECK
High-Class Grocers

Cooked M eats and B acon Specialists  
Fruit and F low ers Frozen Foods Stockists

C o r n e r  H ouse , L la n tw it  Major  
TELEPHON E 503 Daily Deliveries In Surrounding District

B U R T O N S  - B O V E R T O N
Boverton, Llantwit Major Tel. Llantwit Major 418
Wools - Shoes - Toys - Ladies and Children's Wear 

Greeting Cards For All Occasions 
Personal Attention to All Your Requirements 
Also at WEST CAMP, R.A.F. ST. ATHAN 

Tel. Llantwit Major 279

T R E V O R  L E W I S  A N D  S O N S
Newsagents - Tobacconist - Confectioners
Grocery - Fancy Goods - Toy Stockists - Toilet 
Requisites
Greeting Cards for all occasions 
Double Green Shield Stamps 

No. 3 Ty-Isaf. Council Shopping Centre, Llanharry, Glam.
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iPicfetoritk p a p e r s
(D. and M. M. Hampson)

NEWSAGENTS and STATIONERS 
Confectionery, Tobaccos, Cigarettes and Fancy Goods 
Morning and Evening newspaper delivery - Readers’ and 

Scholars’ requirements - Children’s books a speciality 
Greetings Cards for all occasions 

THE STRAND, LLANTWIT MAJOR Telephone 270

Highcroft Guest House
(Prop. Mrs. Ringwood)

Bed and Breakfast - T.V. - Homely Atmosphere 
Coffee - Teas - Snacks Terms moderate

COWBRIDGE ROAD — LLANTWIT 
MAJOR — GLAM. — SOUTH WALES

Telephone: LLANTWIT MAJOR 788

E. O. T H O M A S  A N D  S O N S
Painters and Decorators 

37 EASTGATE — COWBRIDGE 
Interior and Exterior Painting and Decorating 

Contractor to local Government Authorities 
Personal attention to all work undertaken 

COWBRIDGE 2244

MACE MARKET
Grocer

ST. ATHAN, BARRY, GLAM.
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The Gown Shop
GROCERS

Commercial Street, Llantwit Major, Glam.

The Garden Centre -  Boverton
Telephone LLA N TW IT MAJOR 105

Garden Ornaments Rose Bushes Shrubs 
Garden Tools Cut Flowers House Plants 

Fencing Wine & Beer Making Supplies
A L S O  O P E N  S U N D A Y  M O R N IN G

EV A N S& BRO W N
For All Medical (C H E M I S T S )

and
Toilet Requisites LLANHARRY

Nr. PONTYCLUN

LLANDOW METALS LTD.
Scrap Metal Merchants —  Demolition Contractors 

Car Dismantlers
Llandow Industrial Estate — Cowbnidge

Telephone: LLANTWIT MAJOR 756

Office at: 17 Knightswell Road — Ely — Cardiff
Telephone: WENVOE 347
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W A T T S  & 
MOR GA N

Established 1857
ESTATE AGENTS, VALUERS 
SURVEYORS, AUCTIONEERS
SP EC IA LIS IN G  IN THE  
V A LE  OF G LA M O RG AN

81 H I G H  S T R E E T  C O W B R I D G E
Phone: 3495 (3 lines)

3 N O L T O N  S T R E E T  B R I D G E N D  
Phone: 3861 or 4190

Airport
Commercial Motors

CO M M ERCIAL M O TO R DEALERS

Llandow Trading Estate Llandow 
near Cowbridge Glamorgan
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SCOTT & BLOCK 
& WEBBS
Chartered Surveyors

SOLE AGENTS FOR THE
LLANDOW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

Nr. COWBRIDGE

FACTORY and WAREHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION

C E N T R A L L Y  S I T U A T E D  F O R  
D E L I V E R Y  T H R O U G H O U T  A L L  
M A J O R  T O W N S  IN S O U T H  W A L E S

A g e n t s  o f f i c e :  57 BRIDGE STREET  
NEW PORT, MON.

Telephone: 65341/2



“

N

Home

GLYN DAY & SONS 
LIMITED

Storage & Packers

Llandow Airport 
Nr. Cowbridge 
Glamorgan 
South Wales
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