Worksheet:

Internment of ‘enemy aliens’: Part 2

Enemy Aliens and Internees card for Heinrich David Pinkus.
The National Archives, Kew, London, England, HO 396 WW2 Internees (Aliens) Index Cards 1939-1947, Archive
Reference: HO 396/135.
Image: Findmypast.
Original document: ©Crown Copyright. Image reproduced by courtesy of The National Archives, London,
England.

In August 1938, all Jews with “non-Jewish” names in Nazi Germany had to have their passports and
other identification cards marked with an additional name: “Israel” for men and “Sara” for women.1
By September 1939, the Home Office had set up internment tribunals throughout the country, to
examine all UK-registered ‘enemy aliens’ over the age of 16 and classify them as either Category A,
B, or C:
- Category A, to be interned.
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- Category B, to be exempt from internment but subject to the restrictions decreed by the Special
Order.
- Category C, to be exempt from both internment and restrictions.2

TASK 1
Consider, as a group:
- What information about Pinkus does the card provide?
- Why is Pinkus’s middle name listed as “Israel”?
- What does “Reclassify C” mean?
- Why were so many people who were initially exempted ultimately interned?
TASK 2
Read Heinrich Pinkus’s and Evelyn Ruth Kaye’s biographies and then listen to the clips of Gaby
Koppel and Evelyn Ruth Kaye speaking about their fathers’ internment.
Biographies:
Heinrich Pinkus was born in Berlin in 1922. His stepfather, Joachim Koppel, was a businessman who
fled to Britain in 1938 and set up a factory at Treforest Trading Estate near Pontypridd. Heinrich and
his younger sister, Ilse, followed soon afterwards and stayed with the rest of the family in Cardiff. In
May 1940, both Heinrich and Ilse were interned as enemy aliens, and Heinrich was then deported to
Canada. Ilse was released in February 1941, while Heinrich came back to the UK and was released in
November 1941. After the war, Heinrich changed his name to Henry Koppel and became chief
engineer for Aero Zipp, the family business. His daughter Gaby, who grew up in Cardiff, now works
as a journalist in London.
Evelyn Ruth Kaye came to Britain from Vienna in Austria on the Kindertransport. Her father, a
musician and journalist, was arrested and sent to Dachau concentration camp after Kristallnacht but
was released and managed to flee to Britain on a forged visa. On his arrival he stayed briefly at
Kitchener Camp, a welcome camp for Jewish refugees in Kent. In 1940, he was arrested and interned
on the Isle of Man. Evelyn went to school in Builth Wells in Mid-Wales during the war. Her mother
had also escaped on a domestic visa and worked in London and the Isle of Wight. The family were
reunited in England after the war ended.
Answer the following questions:
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1. How might internees who were being deported have felt? What about their family who were left
behind?
2. How would you have tried to pass the time in an internment camp?
3. What might you have requested from a loved one while you were interned?
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