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NAFOW 2014  
OPENING CEREMONY: APOLLO 

 

 
 

Apollo Male Chorus to sing at Opening Ceremony 
By Mary Morris Mergenthal 

     In January, the Apollo Male Chorus from Minneapolis 
was the core choir of the Martin Luther King concert at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City. There are many more 
concerts scheduled for spring and summer, but one holds 
special importance for us who are Welsh. 
     The group will be the featured local entertainment at 
the NAFOW Opening Ceremony Thurs., Aug. 28, at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel in downtown Minneapolis. The choir 
is 117 years old. Under the leadership of new conductor, 
Sean Vogt, the quality and intensity of the ensemble has 
risen to new heights.  
     One of the reasons this group was chosen to perform is 
that William Rhys-Herbert, noted Welsh composer at the 
turn of the last century, was an early accompanist of the 
group. 
     Be sure you're in the audience August 28. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NWAF HERITAGE MEDALLION 
WINNER FOR 2014:  

MARY MERGENTHAL 
 

     The National Welsh-American Foundation has an- 
nounced that Mary Morris Mergenthal of St Paul, MN, has 
accepted its invitation to receive the 2014 Heritage 
Medallion, the Foundation's highest honor. The pre- 
sentation will be made at the Grand Banquet, sponsored 
jointly by NWAF and WNAA, during the North American 
Festival of Wales, on Friday, August 29, at the Hyatt 
Regency hotel in Minneapolis. 
     Mary is a lifelong Minnesotan who grew up on the 
family farm in the southern part 
of the state. Her father, Griff 
Morris, came to this country in 
1910 with his parents from 
Blaenau Ffestiniog and Borth-y-
Gest in North Wales. As a child 
Mary learned the Welsh words 
and alto part for Welsh hymns 
sitting next to her grandmother 
at the annual Gymanfa Ganu in 
Mankato, MN. It was the only 
time her father would get a substitute to milk the cows!  
     Mary received her higher education at St Olaf College 
in Northfield, Minnesota. She and her family have resided 
in St Anthony Park, a community tucked into the 
northwestern corner of St Paul, for over four decades. Her 
daughter, Rebekah Myfanwy, and husband, Paul LaKosky, 
are the parents of Mary's much-loved grandsons, Jennings 
Griffith Axel Mergenthal and Olav Henry Morris Mer- 
genthal. 
     Besides being appreciated, respected and loved in the 
greater Minneapolis Welsh community, Mary has been an 
eminent contributor to the Welsh North American com-  
munity for many years. Music has been a rich and reward-
ing thread in the tapestry of Mary's Welsh American life. 

(continued on page 2) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

NAFOW 2014, AUGUST 28-31: 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN, RESERVE NOW! 

Headquarters Hotel: Hyatt Regency –Nicollet Mall 
Hotel bookings: 1-888-421-1442  

Code “North American Festival of Wales 2014”   
or Book on-line at www.NAFOW.org and  

click on the accommodation link. 
Festival Rates: $119 per night  
for singles, doubles, & triples 

Regency rooms from $159 
Rates will be available from August 22 thru  

September 6, 2014, depending on availability.  
 

2014 NAFOW REGISTRATION FORMS 
Online registration is now open at www.nafow.org.  
Register online or download, print and mail reg-
istration forms to WNAA, Post Office Box 1054, 
Trumansburg, NY 14886. Want paper registration 
forms mailed to you? Call Megan Williams at 607-279-
7402 or email wnaahq@gmail.com. 
Mail-in registrations must be received by Aug. 1. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.nafow.org/
mailto:wnaahq@gmail.com
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(continued from page 1) 
She has directed cymanfaoedd ganu in Minnesota, Wis- 
consin, Nebraska, Kansas, New York, Pennsylvania and, 
most rewarding and thrilling for her, at the 1994 National 
Gymanfa Ganu in Bellevue, Washington. 
     Locally, she directed children's choirs at her church for 
30 years and sings in the Chapel Choir there. She is a 
member of both host organizations for this year's NAFOW 
in Minneapolis, the Minnesota Welsh Association and the 
St. David's Society of Minnesota. She has served both 
organizations on their Boards of Directors and as 
President. Currently, Mary is President of the latter group 
again. Together with her good friend Kay Gavin, she 
chairs the 2014 NAFOW Local Venue Committee.  
     In 2012, the St. David's Society gave her its Out- 
standing Service Award. The Philadelphia Welsh Society 
honored Mary with its prestigious Robert Morris award in  

1995. It is indeed appropriate that North America's oldest 
Welsh Society founded in 1729 should honor the publisher 
of Y Drych, the long established Welsh-American news- 
paper founded in 1851. 
     On the national and international Welsh-American 
scene Mary is probably best known as the owner, Editor 
and Publisher of Y Drych for 12 years, during which time 
she took the publication to its 150th anniversary 
celebration. In November 2003 Y Drych merged with 
NINNAU. Now united as one newspaper, NINNAU & Y 
Drych provides complete coverage of the North American 
Welsh community. Mary has attended Cymdeithas 
Madog's Cwrs Cymraeg regularly and served on the Board 
of that group. 
     Join us in Minneapolis to congratulate Mary as she 
receives the 2014 Heritage Medallion joining the dis- 
tinguished contributors to Welsh-American life who have 
received this honor over the last twenty-five years.  
 

FYI from IHQ 
By Megan Williams, Executive Secretary 

      

     It’s hard to believe that another festival will be soon 
upon us. Thanks to everyone who has already registered. 
Early registration makes planning and organization much 
easier.  
     As noted on page 1, this year paper registration forms 
will only be mailed to people who request them. 
Registration forms are also available to download from our 
website, and online registration is open until August 22.  
http://www.nafow.org 
     The cut-off for receiving paper registration forms is 
August 1. All  registrations are refundable in full, minus a 
$25 administrative fee, if cancelled before August 1. To 
request paper registration forms, please return the enclosed 
postcard or email/call: IHQ@thewnaa.org (607) 279-7402.  
     The last two years, the Festival headquarters hotel has 
sold out. Reservations at the Hyatt are coming in quickly; 
if you plan to attend but haven’t made your reservation 
yet, I encourage you to do so at your earliest convenience 
to avoid disappointment.  
     All meals are served three-course, and the price 
includes tax and gratuity. An entrée selection is required 
for each meal. If you are submitting a paper registration, 
please double check that you have made entrée selections 
for each meal before sending in the form.  
     The Sunday worship service and the 83rd National 
Gymanfa Ganu will be held at the adjacent Westminster 
Presbyterian church. Access from the hotel to the church is 
very convenient and for those with severe mobility 
problems, special arrangements will be made.  
     I am very excited about this year’s festival and look 
forward to seeing you in Minneapolis!. As in past years, I 
will be looking for volunteers to help with Registration 
and Banquet seating; a volunteer link is available on our 
website, complete with schedule and available slots. 

 
 

HWYL is published quarterly by the  
Welsh North American Association.  

Editors: David Matthews and Richard Donohoe  
Direct comments or inquiries to editor@theWNAA.org 

 

 
 

  

WNAA BOARD OF  TRUSTEES 2013-2014 
President: Barbara Leedy, Michigan 
Vice President: Ian Samways, Pennsylvania 
Secretary: Helen Steinle, British Columbia 
Treasurer: David R. Allen, New York 
Past President: Hywel Davies, Maryland 
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  Robert Dayton, Pennsylvania Gerri Baker Parry,  
  Lincoln Hartford, Wisconsin    Washington 
  Gareth Howell, Virginia Ceri Shaw, Oregon 
  George Horwatt, Pennsylvania CANADA 
 Jeanne Jones Jindra, Ohio Myfanwy Bajaj, Ontario 
  Pat Kwasigroch, Illinois Gaabriel Beckett, Oregon   
  Beth Landmesser, Pennsylvania David Matthews, Alberta 
 Dale Richards, Pennsylvania David Ll Williams, 
 US WEST     British Columbia 
 Susanna Adkins, California Lezlie Wood, Ontario    
  Will Fanning, California WALES 
 Janet Figini, Oregon John Bryan Jones, Conwy 
 

BOARD ASSISTANTS: Joan Owen Mandry, Ohio;  
Mary Mergenthal, Minnesota; Evans Paschal, Washington; 
Richard Donohoe, South Carolina. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: Megan Williams  
P O Box 1054, Trumansburg, NY 14886, Phone 607-279-7402 

Email wnaahq@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION 
The Welsh North American Association strives to preserve, 
develop and promote our Welsh cultural heritage and 
traditions, including the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu, and 
to do all things necessary and appropriate to accomplish 
these goals. 

http://www.nafow.org/
mailto:IHQ@thewnaa.org
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HWYL INTERVIEWS 
FESTIVAL CHAIRS 

Following is an interview with Mary Mergenthal and Kay 
Gavin, co-chairs of the Local Venue Committee 
forNAFOW 2014: 
Kay and Mary, How long have you two been ac-
quainted,? 

Mary: Perhaps fif-
teen years, since 
Kay joined the St. 
David's Society of 
Minnesota. Mary 
was active in that 
group about ten 
years earlier.  

Had you worked to-   
gether on committees or projects before?  

Kay: No, but we became more acquainted through our 
fine Society book group. The Well-Read Dragons meets 
bi-monthly and discusses books about Welsh subjects 
or written by Welsh authors. This year is that group's 
10th anniversary. 

What's your Welsh family background? 
Kay: Although my mother was a Jones and I knew she 
was of Welsh descent, I didn’t know anything about 
Wales or my Welsh ancestry until I started researching 
my family history after my parents were both gone. I 
joined the St. David’s Society of Minnesota, attended 
seminars in Welsh genealogy, visited Wales, and have 
thoroughly embraced my Welsh heritage.  
Mary: My father was 100% Welsh and proud of it. 
Though he'd spoken only Welsh when he came to the 
U.S. in 1910, by the time I came along a few decades 
later, he no longer spoke conversational Welsh, but 
could sing the hymns yn Gymraeg and had his pet 
phrases, just to keep the sound in his ears…and impress 
others. Llanfair P.G., etc. 

What are you especially eager for Welsh visitors to 
experience in Minneapolis? 

Kay: We are especially pleased to be welcoming the 
Welsh community to Minneapolis for the fourth time. 
We live in a beautiful area of the country and we hope 
that attendees can spend some extra time here enjoying 
the scenery and culture.  

What do you hope NAFOW visitors will do in the Twin 
Cities? 

Mary: As a former 4-H-er, I hope some will consider 
coming a day early or staying through Labor Day to 
take in our State Fair—the largest and best-attended 
State Fair in the nation! Light Rail Transport into St. 
Paul opens June 14. Take a Free Bus from outside the 
hotel to 4th St., board the Green Line to take you 
through the University of Minnesota to Snelling Ave. in 
St. Paul. One more bus on Snelling, for a short ride 

directly to the State Fair. Plan to stay all day. The fair 
opens Aug. 21 and runs through Labor Day. 

With regard to NAFOW itself, what makes this year so 
special? 

Kay: We’re hosting Only Men Aloud on its first 
international tour. We need lots of Welsh attendees to 
give them a proper welcome! 2014 marks the 100th 
anniversary of Dylan Thomas’ birth and we are 
fortunate to be offering a theater production of “Under 
Milk Wood.” It is also the Centenary Year for the start 
of WWI. We have received numerous stories and 
pictures (including a half-hour audio recording), which 
will be on display at the festival, honoring those Welsh 
ancestors who served in the Great War.  

Advice for people worried about getting to the hotel 
from the airports? 

Mary: The Hyatt does not have an airport shuttle but 
attendees can take advantage of light rail or the Super 
Shuttle. Each airport has a ground transportation pick-
up area. Transportation via the Blue Line (light rail 
train) between either Lindbergh Airport (Terminal #1) 
or Humphrey Airport (Terminal #2) and the Hyatt is 
efficient and inexpensive for those with no mobility 
problems. If you don’t wish to take light rail, the Super 
Shuttle is less expensive than a taxi. If you wish, you 
can book the Super Shuttle in advance on-line at 
www.supershuttle.com. Look for signage after you get 
your luggage. Be prepared for a considerable walk. 
 
 
 

 

    
     When I first heard about the WNAA Legacy Society I 
thought it sounded like a ‘nice idea’ but didn’t really give 
it too much further thought.  I always loved the Festivals 
and somehow felt my Welsh Grandmother, whom I never 
knew, would be thrilled that I was participating. Later, as a 
Board member, I witnessed the dedication and fiscal 
integrity by each Board member and realized that the 
incredible Festivals were possible because of wonderful 
support from WNAA members and friends.  I began to see 
how this on-going cultural enrichment was very important 
not only for my children and grandchildren but for all 
future generations! Making an arrangement to include 
WNAA in my will was an easy next step, and I am so glad 
to be a part of the Legacy that assures the future of this 
culturally important and wondrously enriching experience. 
                                                       – Susanna  Adkins, 2014 
  

     You too may be a part of this!  Just e/mail or call 
Megan Williams, Executive Secretary, at WNAA head-
quarters and she will give you the quick & easy details for 
including WNAA in your estate plans. There is no amount 
too small, so be assured you will be playing a significant 
part in the Welsh presence for years to come. 
 
 

Megan Williams, phone 607-279-7402; email IHQ@theWNAA.org 

  Mary Mergenthal and Kay Gavin 
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 NAFOW 2014 PREACHER 
 

     Dr. Neal Evan Lloyd was born and raised on a farm 
outside Cambria, Wisconsin. 
He attended Macalester Col-
lege, receiving a B.A. in 
History. He earned a Master of 
Divinity degree from Pitts-
burgh Theological Semi-nary 
and a Doctor of Ministry 
degree from McCormick Theo-
logical Seminary. 
     Ordained in 1970, Dr. 
Lloyd served congregations in 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
Minne-sota; Rock Island, 

Illinois, and Rochester, Minnesota, retiring in 2008.  
     He served on the Board of the Welsh National Gymanfa 
Ganu Association – forerunner of WNAA – in the early 
1970s and was active in the planning of the 1978 National 
held in Minneapolis. He was the preacher at the English 
language service at the National Gymanfa Ganu in Toronto 
in 1982. 
     Currently, Dr. Lloyd resides in Covington, Virginia. 

 
 

BEHIND THE SCENES TOUR 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     Join NAFOW sponsor Cambria, a Welsh-heritage, fami-
ly-owned, American made quartz countertop manu-
facturer, on a private, behind the scenes tour of their 
production facilities in Le Sueur, Minnesota. As a stain- 
resistant, nonporous natural stone surface, Cambria is 
harder, stronger, safer and easier to care for than other 
stone surfaces. Join us for an afternoon exploring the state-
of-the-art facilities and viewing the unsurpassed design 
innovation Cambria has to offer. Transportation and lunch 
will be provided. 
     This is a complimentary half-day tour of the Cambria 
facilities. It will take place on Friday, August 29, 2014. It 
is not necessary to register for the tour as part of the 
festival registration, but you will need to sign up by 
contacting WNAA Executive Secretary, Megan Williams, 
with your details. Email ihq@thewnaa.org or call 607-279-
7402. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JOIN THE WELSH WALK 

AT NAFOW! 
     On Saturday morning, August, 30, please join us for 
some exercise and some beautiful sights! We will walk 
through the Loring Greenway, cross the street to Loring 
Park (named by local 
publication, City Pages, as 
the Best Park in Minnea-
polis).  We will cross the 
Irene Hixon Whitney 
Bridge, a unique public art 
piece that serves as a 
pedestrian bridge to the 
Minneapolis Sculpture Gar-
den, home of the iconic 
Spoon Cherry Bridge.  We 
will loop a-round the 
perimeter of the Sculpture Garden and then re-trace our 
steps to the Hyatt.  
     Walking distance will be approximately two miles.  The 
Welsh Walk will leave from the lobby of the Hyatt 
Regency at 7:30am and return between 8:15 and 8:30. 
 

BE A VOLUNTEER! 
  
     Volunteer at this year’s festival. Registration needs 
your help! The WNAA is run by a volunteer board of 
directors and one part-time paid staff member, Megan 
Williams, as Executive Secretary. If you plan to attend this 
year’s Festival, consider volunteering in the Registration 
area. Help is needed handing out packets, selling hymnals 
and assigning the banquet seating.  
     It is a wonderful opportunity to meet new people, help 
provide a friendly Welsh welcome and to learn about the 
association and how it operates.  
     A full registration volunteer schedule is available on 
our website: http://www.thewnaa.org . Click on volunteer 
in the left hand column and this will take you to the link. If 
you prefer, you may sign up by calling Megan on 607-279-
7402!  

     Attendees at last year's Annual General Meeting 
will remember the generous gift given by the children 
of Joyce McCullough in honor of their mother. On 
April 19, 2014, Joyce passed away. WNAA re-
members Joyce and is thankful that her legacy will 
live on through her sponsorship of the Festival 
Accompanist. 

Bywyd bod yn Nuw. 
To be in God is life. 

 

mailto:ihq@thewnaa.org
tel:607-279-7402
tel:607-279-7402
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ELINOR BENNETT SEMINAR 
 

IN THE WORDS OF MERED AND PHYLLIS 
Two Icons of Welsh traditional music 

     During 2012, Elinor Bennett filmed an extended 
interview with two icons of 
Welsh Traditional music, Dr. 
Meredydd Evans and his wife, 
Phyllis Kinney, at their home in 
Cwm Ystwyth, Ceredigion. 
     Dr Meredydd Evans learned to 
sing as he learned to speak - at 
home with his mother in 
Merioneth, whereas Phyllis 
Kinney, in stark contrast, was 
born and bred in the United 
States.  She learnt the songs – and  
the Welsh language - when she 
married Mered.                            
     Now in their nineties, Phyllis and Mered are the leading 
authorities on Welsh traditional music and have 
contributed vastly to its study, performance and  
promotion. They are held in great reverence, love  and  
admiration in Wales. 
     The original film contains six hours of interviews 
where Mered and Phyllis comment authoritatively on the 
social background, historical context and musical 
significance of many songs. Short excerpts from the 
interview will be shown during her seminar at the North 
American Festival of Wales. Elinor Bennett will sing and 
play some of the  music featured in the film. 
     Funded by the Arts Council of Wales, the film was 
made in partnership with Canolfan Gerdd William 
Mathias, by Peter Telfer of  Culture Colony, Wales. 

    
 DAVID EVAN THOMAS, 

COMPOSER 
     Born in Rochester, New York in 1958, David Evan 
Thomas studied at Northwestern 
University, the Eastman School, and 
with Dominick Argento at the 
University of Minnesota.  

We are honored with his com-
position of a musical piece to be 
played by Elinor Bennett, during 
this year’s Gymanfa Ganu, based on 
the hymn Diadem, a favorite of 
Elinor’s 

His work has been commissioned 
by the Minnesota Orchestra and honored by the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters.   

DAFYDD WIGLEY SEMINARS 
SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE: 
IMPLICATIONS FOR WALES 

 

     On 18th September, 2014  a referendum will be held  on 
the question of whether Scotland will become a fully 
independent nation, outside the UK. If there is a “Yes” 
vote, Scotland will be as independent of Britain as are 
Canada of the United States. Scotland will have their own 
defence forces (in NATO); their own taxes; their own seat 
in the United Nations. 
     This will have immense significance for Wales. The 
UK historically comprised of four nations: Wales, 
Scotland, Ireland and England. Southern Ireland declared 
its independence in 1922. Northern Ireland remains in the 
UK.   
     If Scotland quits,  the “Celtic fringe” of Britain will be 
severely weakened.  Wales and Northern Ireland will be at 
the mercy of London. The political balance will shift as 
Wales and Scotland aren’t conservative: but England is. 
The Scottish National Party (SNP), led by Alex Salmond, 
have governed Scotland since 2007. 
The Welsh National Party, Plaid 
Cymru,   of which Dafydd Wigley 
is a former leader, in 1999 had 
greater support in Wales than did 
the SNP in Scotland. So if Scotland 
declares independence, will that 
lead to a similar move in Wales? 
     Equally, if Scotland votes “No”, 
there will be implications for 
Wales. Many believe that to avoid a 
rerun of the independence refer-
endum – as happened in Quebec – the UK Government 
may move towards a federal-style constitution, in which 
both Scotland and Wales have greater autonomy within the 
UK.. 
     Whatever happens on 18th September, things will 
change. Dafydd Wigley will explore the issues, analyse the 
latest opinion polls and assess the likely outcome for 
Wales. 

PROSPECTS FOR THE WELSH LANGUAGE 
 

     The Welsh language is one of the oldest living 
languages of Europe.  It is currently spoken by about one 
in five of the people of Wales. Taken together with Welsh 
speakers in other parts of Britain, it is estimated that about 
700,000 people currently speak Welsh. 
     At the time of the Act of Union of 1536, which 
incorporated Wales under the English Crown, virtually 
everyone in Wales spoke Welsh. This was largely the 
position 300 years later, before the industrial revolution 
brought  massive immigration to Wales. By 1900, only 
half the people of Wales spoke Welsh.            (continued) 
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     The Act of Union banned the use of Welsh for 
administrative and legal purposes. It was only during the 
second half of the 20th century that this was reversed.  
During  the last century, the proportion of Welsh speakers 
dropped to under 20 %, though by 2001 the situation had 
improved with a small increase in the number of those  
who spoke the language. This improvement was attributed 
to the massive growth in the teaching of Welsh at schools, 
together with the growth in the availability of Welsh 
language radio and television programmes and much 
greater official status of the language. 
     But the census of 2011 showed a slight drop in the 
number of Welsh speakers in Wales, which has led to 
much soul-searching.  Dafydd Wigley is a first-language 
Welsh-speaker, a former Pro-Chancellor of the University 
of Wales, ex-President of the National Library of Wales  
and the author of four books in Welsh. He will analyse 
these latest figures and consider whether or not they 
represent a slipping back, or whether they could be 
statistically misleading. He will also analyse public policy 
in Wales, since the establishment of the National 
Assembly in 1999 and how this might impact on the future 
prospects of the language. 
       Editor’s note: biographical profiles of Dafydd Wigley and 
Elinor Bennett appeared in the recent Winter edition of HWYL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARMCHAIR TOUR: 
MINNESOTA WELSH HISTORY 

 

     Enjoy a recently filmed video of locations with Welsh 
historical importance at the bend of the Minnesota River in 
Southern Minnesota. The producer, Dr. Robert Douglas, 
took his "text" from the classic: History of the Welsh in 
Minnesota, Foreston and Lime Springs, Ia., gathered by 
the old settlers. The film features landscapes, historical 
markers and churches in the Mankato/Lake Crystal 
area.  Dr. Douglas is a professor emeritus in geography at 
Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, Minnesota. In the 
video, he also interviews descendants of Welsh settlers. 
"People make the places still live today," he says. 
     In addition, Dr. Alexis Pogorelskin, associate professor 
of history at University of Minnesota Duluth, will discuss 
the Welsh presence on the Iron Range of northern 
Minnesota and the contributions that Welsh miners 
and their descendants made to the state. 
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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Across the street from the hotel, venue for the 2014 National 

Gymanfa Ganu 
 

SONGS OF PRAISES! 
     Thirty-two hymns have been selected for the 83rd 
National Gymanfa Ganu to be held in two sessions, 
Sunday afternoon and evening, August 31, in Minnea-
polis’s Westminster Presbyterian Church, across from 
the NAFOW headquarters hotel. Now is a good time to 
dust your hymnals off and brush up on your Welsh! 
Hymnals can be ordered on the registration form and 
picked up at the registration desk at NAFOW or 
purchased at the Festival. 
     The hymns are listed here in the order that they 
appear in the hymnal. You may be assured that No. 40, 
Cwm Rhondda, will be the final hymn of the evening 
event, with the final phrase, “Songs of praises, songs of 
praises, I will ever give to Thee,” repeated again and 
again…..and, maybe, again! 
  1. Rachie (1) 18. Llef (56) 
  2. Bryn Calfaria (3) 19. Blodwen (60) 
  3. Milwaukee (6) 20. Mae D'Eisiau Di 
  4. Godre'r Coed (12)       Bob Awr(62) 
  5. Diadem (14) 21. Calon Lan (66) 
  6. Huddersfield (18) 22. Bydd Canu yn y 
  7. Rhydygroes (19)       Nefoedd (68)   
  8. Bryn Myrddin (23) 23. Builth (73) 
  9. Penpark (26) 24. Blaenwern (75) 
10. Sandon (27) 25. Crimond (77) 
11. Deemster (29) 26. Arwelfa (86) 
12. Sanctus (30) 27. Rhys (89) 
13. Crugybar (37) 28. Gwahoddiad (96) 
14. Cwm Rhondda (40) 29. Buddigoliath (100) 
15. Pen y Bryn (46) 30. Morte Christe (104) 
16. Hiraeth (50) 31. Mawlgan (106) 
17. Price (53) 32. Tydi A Roddaist(110) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FLY DELTA TO MINNEAPOLIS! 

Minneapolis is a Delta hub, so you should be able to get there 
get easily from any city Delta serves. Support the Festival and 
get a discount, too! Travel with Delta Airlines and use Meeting 
Event Code: NBH6Y. Visit www.delta.com and go to Book a 
Trip/More Search Options. 
 

http://www.delta.com/
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DAVID AND MONA ON THE TRAIL 
     Mona and David Matthews 
send their greetings! Seen here 
along the south coast of Pem-
brokeshire, they are halfway 
towards their goal of hiking the 
870-mile Wales Coast Path to 
raise funds for Cancer Research. 
Have you visited David’s daily 
blog and followed their adven-
ture? If not, go to nafow.org, 
click on the link near the top of 
the page: “Mona and David 
Walk Wales” and enjoy. While 
there, consider a donation to their effort.   

 

TALES FROM THE GREAT WAR 
 

     Tom Jeffreys was born November 2, 1894, and was 19 
when he signed up for the fourth Welsh Army Battalion in 
his hometown of Llanelli, on August 3rd, 1914, the first 
day of the war.  He wanted to go to France for some 
"excitement" but the months dragged on; so Tom deserted 
the army and joined the navy!  This took him on a round-
the-world adventure to much of the British Empire as a 
coal stoker, and later chief mess officer, on board HMS 
Suffolk.  They passed the recently-torpedoed Lusitania and 
were sent to Vladivostok in an effort to rescue Czar 

Nicholas and evacuated many 
Britons from Russia after the 
revolution. Tom Jeffreys died at 
the age of 95 in Baltimore, and is 
buried in the Welsh Cemetery in 
Delta, PA. He was a Welsh talker 
and told stories repeatedly about 
his world travels in the Royal 
Navy. His granddaughter, Rachel 
Jeffreys, who lovingly called him 
“Dadcu,” produced a half-hour 

public radio feature, TALES FROM THE GREAT 
WAR, which can be heard in his own lilting voice at 
NAFOW at the display of Welsh ancestors in the Great 
War, and it can be heard at no charge at this web  address: 
https://soundcloud.com/racheljnow/tales-from-the-great-war.  
 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 
 

We are excited about the Children’s Activities at the North 
American Festival of Wales this year.   Plan to participate 
in a Welsh Treasure Hunt, as well as creation of a Welsh 
newsletter (in English…or…???) Will there be any young 
Welsh speakers in our group? Any budding Welsh 
journalists? As a group, we will decide on what is news, 
who to interview, what questions to ask, seek out people to 
interview, write up the findings, and distribute copies.   
We will focus on the Marketplace as well, visiting booths 

as another way to learn about and report on all things 
Welsh.   We might even have a Welsh miner in our midst.  
We will have roles for all interests and ages.   Inter-
viewing, photography, writing, lay-out, editing, etc.; all 
welcome to find your niche.   And to keep up our energy, 
we will be making Welsh cakes together while we work 
and have fun together.  Please join us! 
 

IS IT TIME FOR YOU TO JOIN  
THE NAFOW EISTEDDFOD? 

by Ian K. Samways 
     This year marks the 20th anniversary of the very first 
NAFOW (North American Festival of Wales) Eisteddfod, 
founded by Alan Upshall and held in Bellevue, 
Washington in 1994.   This milestone anniversary can only 
help remind us of how valued and treasured the tradition of 
“eisteddfod” is in its own right, carrying a special meaning 
to all those who are dedicated to honoring, preserving and 
promoting Welsh heritage and culture. 
     What can be said of the tradition in general, as 
manifested in North America? Times have definitely 
changed, and heritage societies everywhere are nothing 
like they once were during periods of historic peak 
immigration.  The idea of numerous local eisteddfodau, 
which potentially could be “feeders” to even larger-scale 
events, has more or less fallen out of fashion “over here”.  
However, WNAA (Welsh North American Association) is 
proud to maintain the eisteddfod tradition at each 
NAFOW, and we invite anyone with developing or 
demonstrated talents in singing or poetic recitation to 
consider joining one of our competitions and making a run 
at a prize in Minneapolis this year.   
     Our four recitation competitions are Adult, Youth, 
Welsh Learner’s and English Language and our three 
singing competitions are Hymn Singing, Solo Voice and 
Solo Voice/Semi-professional.  Competition details, 
including our entry form, can be found at the WNAA web 
site for NAFOW, http://www.nafow.org; the deadline for 
entry is July 30, 2014.  We particularly urge local AWOs 
(Affiliated Welsh Organizations) to look among your own 
members for people who may be in a good position to 
compete.  For instance, you could hold one or more 
competitions locally; why not sponsor or coach a winner to 
travel to Minneapolis?  Please let us know if you would 
like any additional ideas or insights along these lines, as 
we’d be more than happy to help pave the way for future 
Eisteddfod winners! 
     Is it time for you to join the NAFOW Eisteddfod, as a 
competitor, sponsor or coach?  Without applying too much 
pressure here… please think about doing your part to keep 
this very important tradition thriving and growing on 
behalf of all of North America.  Please join us in 
Minneapolis, and if you have additional questions, write to 
eisteddfod@NAFOW.org, or call Eisteddfod Committee 
Chair Ian Samways at 412-215-9161. 

https://soundcloud.com/racheljnow/tales-from-the-great-war
http://www.nafow.org/
mailto:eisteddfod@NAFOW.org
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Cwm Rhondda, Calon Lan and Diadem!    What do these 
great Welsh songs have in common?  They’ll all be a part 
of the many other great Welsh songs being sung to the 
rafters at the 2014 North American Festival of Wales held 
at in the Hyatt Regency Hotel, downtown Minneapolis, 
August 28 – 31.  
     The Welsh North American Association greatly 
appreciates the dedication and financial support which 
makes this, our 83rd Festival, possible, and WNNA 
continues to prosper and grow because of members and 
friends like you. 
     As we prepare for our 2014 Festival days together… 
gathering with long-time friends, making new friends, 
enjoying the world famous Only Men Aloud, sharing, 
laughing, learning and, of course, singing!.... please take a 
moment to renew your support with a gift for our  Annual 
Appeal. This is also a wonderful opportunity to make a 
donation honoring someone special whose name will 
appear in the Festival Program.  
 

     
 

 You may make your contribution through the WNAA 
website: www.thewnaa.org  Just click the make a donation 
button.  Or, you may note credit card information indicated 
in the enclosed envelope or enclose your check made 
payable to the WNAA. . This is also a wonderful oppor-
tunity to join the Legacy Society by naming WNAA in 
your will, as well as, make a donation honoring someone 
special whose name will appear in the Festival Program. 
Please remember the July 15 deadline for inclusion in the 
printed program  
     Join us in presenting, promoting and preserving what 
we love and cherish about Welsh cultural heritage and 
traditions! 

     
                Diolch yn fawr iawn,                                

 
 
                                                               
                                      
 

 

                              Barbara Leedy, President 
                              Welsh North American Association. 
 

http://www.thewnaa.org/
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