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THE GYMANFA GANU is, to many, the highlight of the 
festival. Coming as the last event, it is the time we come 
together as a choir to sing the wonderful hymns of Wales 
in beautiful four-part harmony. This event invites all to 
participate and share the joy of these traditional Welsh 
hymns, and everybody is expected to join in, singing 
soprano, alto, tenor, bass or simply making a joyful noise 
unto the Lord. 
 

This year’s Gymanfa Ganu will be held in historic Falls 
Church. Its name came from its geographic location 
identified as the one “near the falls” of the Potomac River.   
     With a fascinating history dating back to 1732 and with 
connections to figures such as George Washington and 
George William Fairfax, the Gymanfa will be held in the 
building most recently renovated in 1959.    
 

 
 

WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME back to NAFOW 
director Eilir Owen-Griffiths. Eilir, whose wonderful 
enthusiasm and encouragement we have experienced in the 
past, lives on the outskirts of Cardiff with his wife and two 
young children. He has conducted Côr Godre’r Garth since 
2002. He is a Music Tutor and Cultural Organizer at the 
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Carmarthen.   
     Eilir has established himself as one of Wales’ most 
dynamic conductors and has won many of the top 
competition prizes with his choirs, Côr CF1, Côr Godre’r 

Garth and Côr y Drindod Dewi Sant.  Côr CF1 electrified 
the Grand Concert audience at 
NAFOW 2008 in Chicago. 
     In June 2012, his three choirs united 
to perform the première of his 
exciting Requiem, with Bryn Terfel 
and Wynne Evans as soloists. Eilir was 
the youngest ever Musical Director of 
the Llangollen International Music 
Festival and served in that position for 
six years, stepping down in the summer of 2017. 
 
 
 

 

RETURNING TO NAFOW once again from New York is 
renowned accompanist David Enlow. 
    Hailed for his "enormous virtuosity" (Stuttgarter 
Zeitung), "arresting performances" (The American 
Organist), and his "gutsy, yet 
sensitive" playing (Organ Canada), 
David is a concert organist and church 
musician who has performed across 
the United States, in Canada, and 
across England and Europe.  
     Mr. Enlow is Organist and Choir 
Master of the Church of the 
Resurrection in New York, where he 
directs a professional choir. He is a member of the organ 
faculty of The Juilliard School, responsible for the service 
playing component of the curriculum, and also Dean of the 
New York City Chapter, American Guild of Organists. 

 

DAVID ENLOW - ACCOMPANIST 

WNAA is organizing a bus to take attendees 
from the Southern Tier of NY and North-
Eastern PA to the 2018 North American 
Festival of Wales, Alexandria, VA.  
Pick-ups: Owego, NY; Binghamton, NY; Scranton, PA, 
& Wilkes-Barre, PA. (free parking at pick-up spots) 

Don't worry about paying to park at the hotel!  Sit back, 
relax - enjoy the ride!   There may even be some singing! 

 

Cost $120 per person round trip. 
Departs Wednesday, August 29 
Returns Monday, September 3  

 

Reserve your space now by visiting: 
http://thewnaa.org/bus-to-nafow.html 

or call 607-279-7402 
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SPRING IS HERE (well almost)! I just returned from a 
successful mid-year board meeting where our main focus 
was planning for this year’s festival. We are all very 
excited.  
     If you haven’t made your hotel reservation, please do 
so now. Rooms are filling quickly. Registration is open 
and the tours are filling quickly. They will be sold on a 
first come, first served basis. I would like to remind 
everyone that if you need to cancel your registration, I can 
issue a full refund up until a week before the festival, after 
that, all but meals can be refunded.  
     A very important reminder that there are two venues 
outside the hotel. Saturday night’s concert will be held at 
the Rachel M. Schlesinger concert hall, approximately 
one-half mile from the hotel. There is a lot of onsite free 
parking directly next to the concert hall. We will also be 
running complimentary shuttle service starting at 6:30pm. 
     The gymanfa is being held five miles away at Falls 
Church Episcopal. The drive is through heavy urban 
traffic. There is limited parking on site however free 
municipal parking is available and we will provide these 
details at the festival.  We will be running motor coach 
service to/from the hotel. A ticket is required and MUST 
be purchased in advance so we can ensure we have the 
correct number of coaches available. These coaches will 
begin loading from 12:30pm with the last coach leaving by 
1:20pm.  
     As always, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with 
any questions.  
 
 

Many thanks,  
 

Megan Williams 
 
 

 
 

HWYL is published quarterly by the  
Welsh North American Association.  

Editors: David Matthews and Richard Donohoe  
Direct comments or inquiries to editor@theWNAA.org 

 

 

MISSION 
The Welsh North American Association strives to preserve, 
develop and promote our Welsh cultural heritage and 
traditions, including the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu, and 
to do all things necessary and appropriate to accomplish 
these goals. 

 WNAA BOARD OF  TRUSTEES 2017-2018 
President: Will Fanning, California 
Vice President: David Matthews, Alberta 
Secretary: Jeanne Jones Jindra, Ohio 
Treasurer: David R. Allen, New York 
Past President: Ian Samways, Pennsylvania 
Systems Coordinator: Gerri Baker Parry, Oregon 
 

  US EAST   
  Gwen Giffin Carter, Florida         Evans Paschal, Washington 
  Robert Dayton, Pennsylvania Kay Thomas, Minnesota 
  Katherine de Francis, Maryland Karen Wojahn, Minnesota 
  Richard Donohoe, S. Carolina     
  Beth Landmesser, Pennsylvania CANADA  
  Danny Proud, Wisconsin Myfanwy Davies, Ontario 
 Dilys Rana, Illinois Gwen Dodson, Ontario 
  Dale Richards, Pennsylvania Elaine Westlake, Alberta    
    
 US WEST WALES    
 Huw Christopher, California    Edward Morus Jones, Ynys Môn    
        
  EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: Megan Williams  

P O Box 1054, Trumansburg, NY 14886, Phone 607-279-7402 
Email wnaahq@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The distance from the NAFOW hotel to 
Falls Church where the Sunday’s Gymanfa 
Ganus will be held is NOT a walkable one! 
 
 

Buses will be booked to take you 
to this delightful venue. 

 

Tickets [$10 each] have to be purchased in 
advance to facilitate the booking of buses.  

 

Reserve your seat 
by registering on-line or by mail. 

IMPORTANT  
GYMANFA GANU 

BUS INFORMATION 
	

FYI from IHQ 
By Megan Williams,  
Executive Secretary 

WNAA Board Members visit Falls Church in April. 
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David and Donna Lloyd Jones 
North America Wales Foundation 

Welsh Heritage Medallion Awardees 
 

North America Wales Foundation Gives Double 
Award for 2018 Heritage Medallion 

 

THE NORTH AMERICA Wales Foundation (NAWF) is 
delighted to announce that 
David and Donna Lloyd 
Jones have accepted its 
invitation to receive the 
Foundation’s highest honor, 
the 2018 Welsh Heritage 
Medallion. The Foundation 
exists to promote education 
and cultural links between 
Wales and North America. 
The Medallion will be 
awarded during the Grand 
Banquet at North American 
Festival of Wales in 
Alexandria, Virginia on August 
31st, 2018. This annual event 
is jointly sponsored by the Welsh North American 
Association (WNAA) and the NAWF.        

     Donna and David have had distinguished professional 
careers based primarily in Washington, D.C. However, first 
and foremost, this recognition concerns their deep 
commitments and activities directed at preserving, promoting 
and securing opportunities for future generations to discover 
and become involved in Welsh American activities.        
     Donna and David have rich Welsh ancestry and Heritage. 
Donna’s grandparents emigrated from North Wales and her 
mother Catherine Jane was born in Ashley, Pa. Her mother 
had served as President of the Women’s Welsh Clubs of 
America (WWCA). She was a long time member of the 
Baltimore Women’s Welsh Club and the St David’s Society 
of Baltimore as well the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu 
Association (WNGGA). Catherine was long active in Welsh 
American affairs. At the time of her passing in 2004, Donna 
and her brothers established the Catherine J. and Donald G. 
Lloyd Scholarship Endowment to facilitate the travel of 
undergraduates to Wales for study.  
     While completing her post graduate studies at Stanford 
during the late 70s and into the early 80s, Donna became 
heavily involved in organizing and leading the activities of 
Cymdeithas Madog, organizing three week-long courses in 
California. In doing so she passed the O level exams in 
Welsh (equivalent of a Welsh High school examination). 
During her time in California from 1973-1994, she was a 
member of the Welsh-American Society of Northern 
California.     
     In 1980 she became a founding director of the National 
Welsh American Foundation. She served the Foundation in  

many capacities for over thirty years and among other 
actions entrusted the administration of the Lloyd Family 
Scholarship to the Foundation. Since her return to 
Washington, D.C. she has been an active member of the local 
St David’s Society serving as Secretary and Board member 
at various times. 
     David’s father, born in Llangorse near the Brecon 
Beacons, immigrated to Cleveland in 1928 at age 23. David 
was born and educated in the Cleveland area. He has long 
established family and administrative ties with the WWCA 
and the Welsh Home in Rocky River, Ohio. He joined the 
WWCA Board as one of the first male members in 1992. 
Subsequently he served as President of the Board from 2010 
to 2012 and again from 2016 to the present time. The 
contributions of this venerable institution to Welsh American 
life since its establishment, but particularly in recent years 
with David’s influence, vision and guidance, are enormous.  

  Davi      David has also shared his expertise and knowledge of 
Welsh American life both at the local and national levels. His 
articles in Ninnau have always brought new light on subjects 
of interest ranging from his family history to major 
charitable institutions which support Welsh American life. 
Over many years as a member of the Washington, D.C. St. 
David’s Society, he served as President and also as Treasurer 
for 20 years and more. At the National level he served five 
years as Treasurer of the WNGGA in the early 2000s.  
     David and Donna married in 2015. We can count on 
Donna and David to ensure that their extended family will be 
aware of and value their Welsh Heritage.  
    On Friday, August 31st, come and help celebrate Donna 
and David’s many accomplishments at the NAWF banquet.  

 

MAKE ROOM RESERVATIONS NOW 
AT THE NAFOW RATE!! 

 

 Hilton Alexandria Mark Center,  
 5000 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22311 
 Room rate: $103+tax/night, single through quad.  
                     $175+tax/night, Suites (subject to    
                                                           availability)    
 Reserve by phone: Call 1-800-HILTONS, group   
 code:   “North American Festival of Wales 2018" 
 

    -   Complimentary shuttle from Ronald Reagan    
        Washington National Airport [DCA]. 
    -   Discounted parking for daily visitors $10 and  
        $20 for overnight parking. 
 
 

   NAFOW EVENTS will be held in the Hilton   
   Alexandria Marks Center with the exception of: 
 

    i. Sunday's Gymanfa Ganu which will be held   
       at The Falls Episcopal Church and 
    ii. Saturday’s Grand Concert which will be held    
        at the Rachel M Schlesinger Concert Hall.    
 

Naomi Lynn Photography 
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ORIGINALLY FROM RHOS-ON-SEA, North Wales, 
John Ieuan Jones is a baritone who recently graduated 
from the Royal Northern College of Music with a first 
class honours degree. He has returned to the Royal 
Northern College of Music to take his Master’s degree 
where he is under the tutelage of internationally acclaimed 
bass, Matthew Best.  
     During his undergraduate degree, John Ieuan was 
fortunate to gain a lot of experience on the Opera stage, for 

example, playing the roles of 
Harry Easter in Street Scene 
(Weill).  
     This summer John Ieuan will 
join the Young Artist Programme 
at Buxton Opera Festival as well 
as perform alongside Sir Bryn 
Terfel in a new commission for 
the National Eisteddfod of Wales. 
John Ieuan has won numerous 
awards and scholarships 
including the Sybil Tutton Award 
by Help Musicians UK, and the 

Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation Sarah Brightman 
Scholarship. He has also had countless successes in 
National and International Eisteddfods in Wales.  
     In October, John Ieuan will make his Royal Albert Hall 
solo debut at the Male Voice Choir Festival. 
 

IT’S A PLEASURE to introduce you to our Washington 
DC NAFOW ‘co-chairs’, Katherine Wilkins De Francis 
and Diane Owen. [right to left] 
     Katherine is the president of 
the ‘Washington Welsh’ and a 
member of the WNAA board of 
Trustees. She is currently 
developing a film series of Welsh 
women in the arts.   
     Diane is vice-president of 
Washington DC’s Welsh Society 
and coordinates its monthly 
Welsh conversation group. She is 
an economist in the Antitrust 
Division of the U.S. Department of Justice. 
     Katherine and Diane are supported by a strong 
NAFOW local organising committee. Look for the 
summer issue of Hwyl to find out more! 

 

 
 

 

SATURDAY’S GRAND CONCERT, starring Welsh Male  
Voice choir ESCHOIR, will be held at this wonderful 981-
seat proscenium theatre concert hall renowned for its 
‘excellent’ acoustics and seating arrangement. 
     Prior to its building, community-wide discussions 
between the College and local arts groups in the early 
1990s led to the concept of a premier performing arts 
center on the Virginia side of the Potomac River, designed 
so it could accommodate large performance groups, yet 
remain affordable for local non-profit groups. 
    One of the leaders of the Campaign committee to raise 
money for the theatre was Rachel M. Schlesinger, a 
violinist and board member of the Arlington Symphony.  
Mrs. Schlesinger worked tirelessly to raise money for the 
Center, but never saw the dream become a reality. She 
died in October 1995. 
    One year after her passing, her husband, Dr. James R. 
Schlesinger, former Secretary of Defense and Secretary of 
Energy, donated $1 million to name the Center in his 
wife's memory. Dozens of local corporations, foundations 
and individual donors generously contributed additional 
funds to build the kind of first-rate facility that audiences 
in this area have come to expect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
The Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center 
at NOVA's Alexandria Campus opened in September 
2001. 

 

BUS TRANSPORTATION 
TO GRAND CONCERT 

 

SATURDAY’S GRAND CONCERT will be held 
at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Center, 1/2 mile from the 
hotel. There will be a shuttle service at no additional 
cost. Shuttle service will begin at 6:30pm. There is free 
parking directly next to the theater. 
 

GRAND BANQUET PERFORMER 
JOHN IEUAN JONES 

THE GRAND CONCERT  
AT THE 

RACHEL M SCHLESINGER  
CONCERT HALL 

 

 

OUR WASHINGTON DC HOSTS! 
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ONCE AGAIN WE WELCOME the Community 
Foundation in Wales and Mari-Wyn Elias-Jones to the 
North American Festival of Wales. 
     Mari-Wyn Elias-Jones joined the Foundation in 
February 2016 having 
worked for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council for a 
period of 5 years in the 
areas of rural regeneration 
and economic development. 
Previous to that Mari-Wyn 
worked as a project 
manager for the Mental 
Health Foundation and 
senior officer for Sport 
Wales in both the regional and national departments. 
Having graduated BA (Hons) in Sociology and 
Information Systems, Mari-Wyn joined the West Midlands 
police force’s graduate scheme and served as a police 
officer for a period of 5 years, specialising in surveillance, 
before returning to Wales to work in various 
developmental and grant giving roles. 
     Mari-Wyn’s special interests/expertise include: health, 
nutrition and physical activity, Welsh language and 
heritage, and animal welfare. 
 

 

THE FESTIVAL MORNING Bi-Lingual Worship Service 
will be held in the ballroom at the Festival hotel, Hilton 
Alexandria Mark Center, on Sunday, Sept. 2nd at 9:30 a.m. 
     The preacher at the service will be Ann Griffith, a 
member of the Washington D.C. Welsh Society. She will 
be assisted in the service by other members of the society. 
     Ann Griffith was raised in Aberystwyth. Her father and 
grandfather were ministers. Life revolved around the 
pillars of Welsh society at the time, the chapel, the Welsh 
League of Youth, and education. A graduate in Education, 
and later in Theology, she has worked as a teacher, a 
community worker in the Presbyterian Church in Wales, a 
Chaplain to international students in an ecumenical 
chaplaincy, and also with refugees. She and her husband 
and their three children have lived on five continents. Now 
Ann lives in Washington, is a proud Nain, and continues to 
try to understand and live her faith in daily life. 
     “Fe’ m magwyd yn Aberystwyth, yn un o blant y pethe! 
Canolbwynt bywyd oedd y capel, yr Urdd a’r ysgol. Roedd 
Dad a Taid yn weinidogion, a Mam yn wraig gweinidog 

prysur. Astudiais Addysg yn y coleg yn Aberystwyth a 
Diwynyddiaeth ym Manceinion. Bum yn gweithio yn 
Community House, capel Presbyteraidd yng 
Nghasnewydd, yn athrawes, yn Gaplan I Fyfyrwyr Tramor 
mewn caplandy eciwmenaidd yn Manceinion, ac yn 
gweithio gyda ffoaduriaid. Ar ol byw ar bedwar cyfandir a 
magu tri o blant, mae fy ngwr a minnau yn byw yn 
Washington,  Rydw I yn mynychu capel Westminster ac 
yn dysgu llawer drwy ddarganfod ffyrdd newydd i mi fyw 
fy ffydd.” 
 

     The annual “In Memoriam” will be a part of the 
service. The names of Welsh North American Association 
members who have died during the past year will be read 
and roses will be placed in memorial vases. Special music 
will be provided by the winner of the Eisteddfod Hymn 
Singing Competition, accompanied by David Enlow, our 
Festival accompanist.                                     Huw Christopher 
                                                

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
IN WALES 

 

TOURS UPDATE! 
 

Have you booked your tour yet?  
Seats are filling up quickly! 

 
 

THURSDAY AUGUST 30:  
 

REFLECTIONS ON A MORE PERSONAL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

 

THURSDAY AUGUST 30:  
 

FREDERICKSBURG AND THE WELSH  
IN THE CIVIL WAR 

 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3:  
 

POPE-LEIGHEYHOUSE WOODLAWN,  
MOUNT VERON 

 

Filling up Quickly!!  
Book now! “First-come, first-served!” 

FOR TOUR DETAILS SEE WINTER HWYL 
OR GO ONLINE TO: 

NAFOW.ORG –FESTIVAL OF WALES – TOURS. 

 

BI-LINGUAL WORSHIP SERVICE 
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Karen Jones Wojahn has served as an accompanist for 
the annual Minnesota Welsh 
Hymn Festivals since the 1970's 
and was organist for the 1998 
Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu 
in Minneapolis.  She is the 
Worship and Music Coordinator 
and organist for the American 
Lutheran Church in her 
southwestern Minnesota town of 
Windom.  She also plays the 
harp for special events.  Karen 
is a retired elementary teacher and a trainer for family 
day care providers. She is a member of the St. David's 
Society of Minnesota, a board member of the Minnesota 
Welsh Association and a board member of the Welsh 
North American Association. 
	
	

 
 

 

2018 SILENT AUCTION 
As we begin making plans for another fabulous 
NAFOW, this is to let you know that, once 
again, a  
fun Silent  
Auction will  
be offered!  
Although  
table space 
is limited, 
if you have  
an item to  
donate that  
you think  
would be  
a bidder’s delight, please contact Suzanna 
Adkins by July 1st at: 
 

SuzannaAdkins@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

LATE NIGHT SINGING 
A FAVORITE TO ALL 

 

ACCOMPANIST – Karen Jones Wojahn 
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