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Côr y Penrhyn Headlines NAFOW Concert 
 

The Penrhyn Male Choir, Co r y Penrhyn, is coming to NAFOW 2020 in 
Philadelphia!  Under the baton of Owain Arwel Davies, it has established 
itself as one of Wales’ foremost vocal ensembles and is famous for its lively 
and exciting presentations.  

Co r y Penrhyn has its roots in the slate quarrying village of Bethesda in the 
Ogwen Valley, on the edge of Snowdonia National Park near Bangor.  Back 
to the 1880’s a united choir was formed from a number of smaller groups 
that existed on the various galleries or levels in the mighty Penrhyn Slate 
Quarry.  That choir traveled to Chicago for the World Trade Fair in 1893 
under the name Penrhyn Male Choir and the present choir, which reformed 
in 1935 following the First World War, returned to “The Windy City” in 
1993 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of its forefathers’ visit.   

The Penrhyn Male Choir is one of the busiest choirs in Wales with around 
30 concerts a year.  In 2015 it toured North America for the third time, with 
appearances at the Washington National Cathedral, Poultney, Vermont, and 
at NAFOW in Columbus.   

Following sell-out concerts at Venue Cymru with the Black Dyke Band in 
2015 and 2017, Co r y Penrhyn created a multi-media presentation telling 
the story of how quarrymen from the Bethesda area emigrated to America 
during and after the “Streic Fawr” or Great Strike at Penrhyn Quarry (1900 
– 1903), the longest industrial dispute in UK history.  The choir is now 
incorporating this presentation into its concert performances, marking a 
new, exciting aspect to male choir performances.  Just before Christmas it 
released the CD Gwlad, which features the Black Dyke Band twice, and local 
musicians Gwyn Owen, Patrick Rymes, Angharad Wyn Jones and the 
famous Welsh actor John Ogwen. 

It has recently sung with the 
Stavanger Brass Band in 
Norway (2018) and at Bangor 
Cathedral (May 2019).  Most 
recently the choir has had the 
privilege of recording and 
performing with the 
“supergroup” band The Good, 
The Bad and the Queen, with 
lead singer 
Damon Albarn 

(formerly of Blur), appearing at the London Palladium, the 
Glastonbury Festival and Somerset House, London. 

It has also been recording a television programme with Alan 
Titchmarsh at Penrhyn Castle to be part of a series of 
programs for Channel 5 called “The Secrets of the National 
Trust.” 

Read more about Owain Arwel Davies on page 8. 

Website: www.corypenrhyn.cymru 
E-mail: info@corypenrhyn.cymru  

2020 North American 
Festival of Wales 

 
Registration is now open for the 2020 North 
American Festival of Wales in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, September 3 through 7, 2020. 

Register through: www.nafow.org 

 
The festival hotel is the DoubleTree by Hilton  
Hotel Philadelphia City Center, located at 237 
S. Broad Street.  

Festival rates:  

Rooms: $129+ tax per night 

Parking: $25 per day 

Call now to book your room: 1-800-HILTONS 
Group name: North American Festival of 
Wales 

The festival hotel is located on the Avenue of 
the Arts, and only nine miles from the 
Philadelphia International Airport.  

There are many nearby attractions and 
restaurants. 

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Philadelphia City 
Center at 237 S. Broad Street, with City Hall at the 
end of Broad Street 

Côr y Penrhyn with roots back to the 1880s 
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FYI from IHQ 
 

Happy St David’s Day! It is also time to 
say that NAFOW 2020 registration is 
OPEN! 

We are really excited about a fantastic 
line-up for this year’s festival in 
Philadelphia. With the return of Co r y 
Penrhyn, we know the late-night singing 
isn’t to be missed.  

A few important notes that may be 
useful; the Grand Concert and Gymanfa 

Ganu will both be held off-site and at a beautiful church, The 
Church of the Holy Trinity, on Rittenhouse Square. It is an 
easy ½ mile walk from the hotel. We will be offering a bus for 
those who need it but it should be a great way to spend the 
last weekend of the summer, strolling the streets of 
Philadelphia! Please note that there are 2 tiers of concert 
tickets; ground floor and balcony. 

We have great tours to offer; these spots will be sold first-
come, first served.  

We are introducing a new event this year, a screening from 
Cinema Wales on Thursday afternoon. Advanced registration 
required and your ticket includes snacks! 

We hope you will join the Welsh North American Association 
as a partner with the Welsh Society of Philadelphia to host a 
wonderful weekend of fun! 

As always, please contact me with any questions you may 
have: IHQ@thewnaa.org 

WNAA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2019-2020 
 

President: David Matthews, Alberta 
Vice President: Jeanne Jones Jindra 

Secretary: Jan Jones Batty, Wisconsin (one-year term) 
Treasurer: David R. Allen, New York 

Past President: Will Fanning, California 
Systems Coordinator: Gerri Baker Parry, Oregon 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Megan Williams, PO Box 1054, Trumansburg, NY 14886 

Phone 607-279-7402 

US EAST 
Gwen Giffen Carter, Florida 
Hywel Davies, Delaware 
Richard Donohoe, South Carolina 
Diane Owen, Virginia 
Margaret Pemberton, New Jersey 
Danny Proud, Wisconsin 
Dilys Rana, Illinois 
Betsy Teti, Pennsylvania 
 

US WEST 
Huw Christopher, California 
Gwenith Closs Colgrove, Nebraska 
Mary Lynn Evans, Washington 

Evans Paschal, Washington 
Kay Thomas, Minnesota 
Karen Wojahn, Minnesota 
 

CANADA 
Myfanwy Davies, Ontario 
Gwen Dodson, Ontario 
Pat Morris, British Columbia 
Elaine Westlake, Alberta 
Lezlie Wood, Ontario 
 

WALES 
Edward Morus Jones, Anglesey 

WNAA MISSION 
 

The Welsh North American Association strives to preserve, 
develop and promote our Welsh cultural heritage and 
traditions, including the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu, and 
to do all things necessary and appropriate to accomplish 
these goals. 

HWYL is published in the 
fall, winter and spring by the 

Welsh North American Association.   
Editors: Jan Jones Batty and Danny Proud 

 
Direct comments or inquiries to: 

editor@theWNAA.org 

WNAA Executive 
Secretary Megan 
Williams 

Sponsor the 2020 North American 
Festival of Wales 
 

We are looking for sponsors for the following events: 

• $250—sponsor a seminar 

• $250—co-sponsor the 89th National Gymanfa 
Ganu 

• $500—co-sponsor the Opening Concert 

• $1,000—co-sponsor the Grand Concert 

All festival sponsors are listed in the program booklet 
and on festival signage. 

If you are interested or would like to discuss further, 
please contact Megan Williams at wnaahq@gmail.com. 

NAFOW 2020 
Special Offer! 
 

Register before March 31, 
2020 and receive a FREE 
WNAA hymnal. 
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Local Hosts Jack Williams and 
Taylor Williams Plan Warm 
Philadelphia Welcome 
 

Local co-chairs Jack Williams and Taylor 
Williams (no relation to one another) and 
their local committee have been hard at 
work putting together some great plans 
for a warm Philadelphia welcome. 

 

Jack Williams is currently the President of the 
Welsh Society of Philadelphia and the past 
President of the Welsh Guild of Philadelphia. 
He also serves as the Music Director of the 
WSOP. 

He graduated as a conducting major from 
Temple University in Philadelphia. He was the 
Organist in 1976 for the US Bicentennial 

Gymanfa Ganu in Philadelphia.  He previously  served on the 
Board of the NWAF. 

He served as a senior executive in the US General Services 
Administration directing operations of an 800-person team 
providing business, acquisition, and logistical support to US 
civilian agencies and military bases worldwide, a $4 billion 
annual business. Concurrently he did advance work for three 
Presidents. 

He is the proud father of another Megan Williams born on 
March 13, 1981, and the proud grandfather of two beautiful 
granddaughters, Penelope and Jocelyn. 

 

 

Taylor Williams has just retired as the Chief of 
Litigation for the Pennsylvania Judiciary, 
representing the Pennsylvania court system 
and Pennsylvania justices and judges in 
litigation matters, predominately in cases 
involving federalism, civil rights and 

employment issues. She practices before the bars of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, the Third Circuit Court of 
Appeals, the U.S. District Courts for the Eastern, Middle and 
Western Districts of Pennsylvania, and the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania. 

Taylor was formerly an attorney in private practice. Taylor 
holds a B.S. in education, and two Master of Arts degrees--one 
in communications, and one in theatre arts--as well as a law 
(J.D.) degree. 

As an actor, Taylor has performed throughout the 
Philadelphia region and is a member of Actors' Equity 
Association. For the American Historical Theatre, she 
performs a one-woman show on the struggle to pass the 19th 
Amendment for woman suffrage. Taylor has trained in master 
classes at the Royal National Theatre, London, has been artist
-in-residence at Theatre Horzycy, Torun, Poland, and taught 
classical acting at the Walnut Street Theatre School. Taylor 
also teaches continuing education courses for lawyers on 
adapting theatre skills to courtroom advocacy. 

Taylor is Counselor and Corresponding Secretary to the 
Board of Stewards of the Welsh Society of Philadelphia and is 
President of the Welsh Guild of Philadelphia. She currently 
sits on the Boards of the Pennsylvania Young Playwrights 
Program, Inc. and the Philadelphia Shakespeare Theatre. 
Taylor's home, which she and her late husband restored 
together, was originally the home of early Welsh Settlers to 
Pennsylvania.  

Dafydd Jones, 2019 Osborne Roberts 
Winner at Llanrwst, to Perform in 
Philadelphia  
 

Welsh tenor Dafydd Jones, winner of the 
Osborne Roberts Blue Riband at the 2019 
Llanrwst National Eisteddfod, will be the 
guest soloist at the joint WNAA/North 
America Wales Foundation Awards Banquet 
at the North American Festival of Wales in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, this Labor Day 
Weekend. 

Jones, from Llanrhaeadr Dyffryn Clwyd, Denbigh, is a third-
year undergraduate at the Royal College of Music, London, 
under the tuition of Mark Tucker, a remarkable interpreter of 
the baroque repertoire, and Gary Matthewman, a leading UK 
recital accompanist. 

Winning the Osborne Roberts Memorial Prize at the National 
Eisteddfod of Wales gives Dafydd the opportunity to perform 
at NAFOW this coming September.  

 

Other successes at eisteddfodau include 1st Prize in the Hen 
Ganiadau (Welsh Song) competition and 2nd in the Tenor 
Solo under 25 in Llanrwst (2019), and 1st in the Lieder solo 
under 25 in Cardiff (2018).  

Dafydd is in demand as a concert soloist performing the 
tenor roles in oratorios such as Messiah by George Frideric 
Handel, The Crucifixion by John Stainer, Hymn of Praise by 
Felix Mendelssohn, and St. Cecilia Mass by Charles Gounod.  

Dafydd had the honor of being the tenor soloist in the world 
premiere of Bob Chilcott’s Remembrance Day work Move 
him into the sun, based on the poems of Wilfred Owen, and 
conducted by the composer himself. 

Last fall at the Royal College, Dafydd gave the tenor solo in a 
set of choral works by Lili Boulanger as part of a concert of 
female composers, and has worked in a masterclass with 
renowned operatic vocal teacher Rosa Mannion. In the 
summer of 2019, Dafydd made his operatic debut as Don 
Ottavio in Opra Cymru’s touring production of Mozart’s Don 
Giovanni. 

We look forward to welcoming him to this year's North 
American Festival of Wales. 
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NAFOW 2020 Tours Showcase the 
Philadelphia Area 
 

Don’t miss the great tours offered during the festival: 

 

Welsh Tract Tour: Early Welsh Settlement in America 

Thursday, September 3—8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

William Penn and the 17th century Welsh Settlers of 
Pennsylvania had ambitious plans for a Welsh home in the new 
world, free from the religious persecution they often experienced 
back home. 

Join us on a daylong journey to the picturesque area of suburban 
Philadelphia that was known as the Welsh Tract or Welsh 
Barony. Here, Welsh-speaking Quakers and later Baptists and 

Anglicans found a new home 
to call their own. To this day, 
many communities’ names, 
such as Merion, Bala, 
Haverford and Bryn Mawr, 
bear witness to their Welsh 
heritage. 

Highlights of the tour include 
stops at an early Welsh 
homestead (the original “Bryn 
Mawr” estate), an early Welsh 
church (St. David’s Episcopal 
Church, Radnor), and 

Washington Memorial Chapel in the heart of Valley Forge 
National Historical Park. 

Enjoy lunch amidst the lush surroundings of the Merion Cricket 
Club. 

Highlights of Center City Philadelphia: City Hall and the 
Magnificent Masonic Temple 

Thursday, September 3—8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Our walking tour of Center City Philadelphia includes tours of 
two of the city’s greatest architectural and historical treasures: 

Philadelphia City Hall with its 
Welsh Plaque and the 
neighboring Masonic Temple. 

Lunch is on your own at the 
nearby renowned Reading 
Terminal Market, where over 
one hundred vendors and food 
stalls offer almost every kind of 
food imaginable—from 
Pennsylvania Dutch specialties 
to sushi to Philadelphia 
cheesesteaks. 

 

Longwood Gardens and Brandywine Valley 

Monday, September 7—8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Join us on a memorable day in the heart of the Brandywine 
Valley in beautiful Southeastern Pennsylvania. We’ll begin our 
day with a visit to world-renowned Longwood Gardens, one of 
North America’s loveliest and most extensive botanical gardens 
and fountain displays. We will have lunch onsite. 

Our afternoon includes a scenic drive with a short visit to one of 
the area’s other numerous attractions, such as a winery or historic 
site before returning to Philadelphia. 

Harriton House, originally known 
as the Bryn Mawr estate 

Merion Cricket Club 

Masonic Temple 

Longwood Gardens 

2019 Milwaukee Gymanfa Ganu CD Available 
 

Hymns from the 88th National Gymanfa Ganu in Milwaukee, 2019, are now available for 
sale. This 2-CD set, recorded at Immanuel Presbyterian Church, features conductor Dr. 
Mari Morgan and organist Steven Jensen. 

The recording contains all the music from the event, including special music by Côr Cymru 
Gogledd America with accompanists Keith David Trievel and Karen Jones Wojahn, solo by 
eisteddfod Welsh North America Prize winner Elizabeth Feltes, and all four organ preludes 
and postludes. 

Of special interest is Côr Cymru's rendition of Lle mae llais yn cyffwrdd lleisiau/Where our 
voices find each other, the anthem commissioned by the Welsh North American 
Association in honor of its 90th anniversary, with music by Robat Arwyn and words by 
Mererid Hopwood. 

Also included is the winning hymn from the new Daniel Protheroe Hymn Competition at 
the eisteddfod, Tir Iarll/Earl's Land, written by Kim Lloyd Jones. 2 CD set - $20.00. 
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Seminars for NAFOW 2020 
Phil Cope presents:   

After Coal     Illustrated with images I have found 
and made over the past three decades, 'AFTER 
COAL’ will follow the river Garw from its source 
above Blaengarw where I live, revealing in its 
journey both the pre- and the post-coalmining 

histories of the valley. Although only six miles in length, the 
‘dead-end’ Garw provides a picture in microcosm of the 
whole of the South Wales coalfield, today urgently demanding 
alternative strategies for survival.  

The Living Wells of Wales     An illustrated exploration 
through new photographs and old tales of our sacred springs, 
holy wells and spas, based upon my new book, THE LIVING 
WELLS OF WALES, published in Wales by Seren. 

About: Phil Cope is a photographer, writer, and exhibition 
and book designer, currently living in the ex-coal-mining, 
‘dead-end’ Garw Valley in South Wales. He was a guest 
speaker at two previous NAFoW events (Minneapolis 2014 
and Rochester 2017), and is a regular contributor to Ninnau. 

Dulais Rhys presents:  

Joseph Parry, his opera Blodwen … and the 
Philadelphia connection!    Wales-born and 
Pennsylvania-raised musician Joseph Parry 
composed Blodwen, the first Welsh opera, 
probably as a result of seeing Beethoven’s Fidelio 

in Philadelphia in 1861.The 1878 premiere of Blodwen in 
Aberystwyth was a huge success, as was the first fully staged 
American performance of the opera Billings, Montana in May 
2019. This is how it all came about …  

About: Born in Wales, Dulais hs been a professional musician 
for over 30 years and is currently based in Billings, Montana. 
His music and teaching qualifications include Bachelors, 
Masters and Doctorate degrees from the University of Wales. 
He also studied composition and conducting at the Peabody 
Conservatory of Music in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Jerry Hunter presents: 

Welsh writing from and about Philadelphia 
from the beginning up until the present day     
Highlights are the first Welsh books published 
in North American (in Philadelphia in the late 
1720s and early 1730s), which also provides 
the opportunity to talk about the Welsh Quakers 

in Pennsylvania. Jerry moves through some interesting things 
from the 19th century and finishes with the late 20th-century 
poet, Iwan Llwyd, who wrote a fantastic poem about Welsh 
traces in Philadelphia. 

About: Originally from Cincinnati, Ohio, Jerry Hunter is a 
Professor in the School of Welsh, Bangor University and also 
Pro-Vice Chancellor of the University. He is an award-winning 
author and has published novels for children and adults as 
well as five academic books, wining prizes at the National 
Eisteddfod and Wales Book of the Year. 

 

Christine James presents:  

Taffy was a Welshman ...      Welsh national 
identity in English broadside ballads . English 
broadside ballads paint a comic and derogatory 
portrait of the Welsh as a hot-headed people 
whose love of eating toasted cheese, brandishing 

leeks and riding goats is matched only by their delight in 
swearing oaths and reciting pedigrees, and expertise in 
deceiving and thieving. This seminar will reassess this 
caricature, and consider the ballad-Welshman’s most 
grotesque characteristic: his speech. 

About: Before her retirement, Professor Christine James was 
Head of the Department of Welsh at Swansea University. Her 
research interests focus primarily on the literature of late 
medieval and early modern Wales, but she has also published 
on the modern period. She won the Crown at the 2005 
National Eisteddfod, and was Archdruid of Wales 2013–16. 
She is currently the Gorsedd Recorder. 

Wyn James Presents:  

Morgan John Rhys and His American Travel 
Diary, 1794–95     The radical Welsh Baptist 
minister, Morgan John Rhys (1760–1804), was a 
complex and fascinating figure. Emigrating to 
America in 1794, he settled initially in 

Philadelphia before conducting a year-long horseback 
journey through the States, keeping a journal which is a 
remarkable primary source. This talk will give an overview of 
Rhys’s life and work, focusing especially on that journal. 

About: E. Wyn James was, before retiring, a Professor in 
Cardiff University’s School of Welsh and co-Director of the 
Cardiff Centre for Welsh American Studies. He has published 
widely on various aspects of Welsh literature and culture. He 
is a Fellow of the Learned Society of Wales, and was, in 2012, 
a Fulbright Scholar and Visiting Fellow at Harvard University. 

Tony Curtis Presents:  

Wales and Second World War      Poets, 
painters, pacifists and my parents. Professor 
Tony Curtis’ talk follows the chronology of his 
parents’ war service – the Royal Artillery and 
the Women’s Land Army – and the experiences 
of their contemporaries in Wales and beyond, at 

war and on the home front – including the work of Dylan 
Thomas, Vernon Watkins, Raymond Williams, Ceri Richards, 
Glyn Jones, John Tripp, Alun Lewis, Ray Howard Jones, Dannie 
Abse, Wynford Vaughan Thomas, Raymond Garlick and David 
Lloyd George.  

About: Tony Curtis is Emeritus Professor of Poetry at the 
University of South Wales. He is an award-winning writer 
with over forty published books. He is a Fellow of the Royal 
Society for Literature and is an alumnus of Goddard College, 
Vermont. www.tonycurtispoet.com 

 

Seminar descriptions continue on the next page 
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Menna Elfyn presents 

Sleep     The subject of sleep has always 
fascinated Menna, as an experience that is both 
universal and private, unremarkable and 
mysterious. It is a subject that is common to us 
all, close to our pillows! It has since time 

immemorial been the subject of medical research, psychology 
and creativity. It  is also a subject of huge concern in today’s 
world of 24/7.  Menna’s new book ‘ Cwsg’  delves into this 
field with whimsical and  disturbing ‘found stories ‘ which 
have been reimagined as short fiction. There are notably over 
80 different sleep disorders discovered and so many more 
still to be unearthed.  Why is it that babies before the age of 
four dream more than adults, and  why do older people 
dream less? Why do we read to children before sleeping and 
sing lullabies to them? Why are there sleep pods available to 
rent for an hour or two in cities and workplaces? Why do we 
all get recurring dreams, whether it be fire or floods or other 
disasters  which jolts us to wake up? Can we really control 
our sleep with ‘lucid dreams’ as adopted in some  other 
cultures? Come to this interactive session to share or just to 
listen. The one thing you should not do is ‘sleep’! 

Cwsg,  Menna Elfyn, Gwasg Gomer, 2019. 

About: Menna Elfyn is an award-winning poet and 
playwright. She has published 14 collections of poetry, 
children’s novels, libretti for UK and US composers as well as 
plays for television and radio. She is Professor of Poetry at 
University of Wales, Trinity Saint David and President of 
Wales PEN Cymru. She has been a columnist with the national 
newspaper of Wales since 1994. 

Rhun ap Iorthwerth presents: 

Coming of Age? Welsh Devolution at 21      In 
1999, the establishment of the National 
Assembly for Wales through the narrowest of 
referendum margins, marked the beginning of a 
new chapter in the history of Wales. Now, as the 
Assembly passes the traditional ‘coming of age’ 

milestone of 21 years-old, journey from the birth and infancy 
of devolution through its childhood and adolescence and up 
to today, through the eyes of Rhun ap Iorwerth, who has been 
there from day one, first as a BBC Correspondent, and then as 
an elected member. Has devolution matured as expected, or 
is it still vulnerable? 

Wales – Serious About Being a Nation?      Tumultuous 
political times in the UK have fueled a fresh debate on Wales’ 
nationhood and its future. With Brexit as a background, and 
amid a narrative of moves towards a second Scottish 
independence referendum and possible Irish reunification, 
interest in, and support for, Welsh independence has grown. 
But is Wales ready to spread its wings? Pro-independence 
Plaid Cymru member of the National Assembly for Wales 
Rhun ap Iorwerth asks how serious is Wales ready to be 
about being a real nation? 

About: Before entering politics in 2013, Rhun was a journalist 
and broadcaster. He worked for the BBC for nearly 20 years 
as a news reporter and presenter, including as Chief Political 

Correspondent for BBC Wales. He also presented a wide 
range of programmes from history to the arts. He was 
brought up on the island of Anglesey, which he now 
represents in the Welsh Parliament, and lives there with his 
wife Llinos and their three children. He is Plaid Cymru’s 
Shadow Minister for the Economy, Transport and Finance, is 
a member of the Senedd Finance Committee, and is Plaid 
Cymru’s Senedd Business Manager. He Chairs the Wales 
Branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association and 
is Chair and co-founder of the ‘Wales International’ Cross 
Party Group. 

Sian Lewis presents: 

Urdd Gobaith Cymru-Serving      Urdd Gobaith 
Cymru is the largest youth organisation in 
Wales. Over 4 million have been members of the 
Urdd since its beginning back in 1922. As we 
approach our centenary, the Urdd has ambitious 
plans to ensure through our members more 

people get to know about Wales as we offer International 
experiences to celebrate the cultural richness of Wales to the 
world. 

About: Sian Lewis is the energetic and determined leader of 
the largest youth organisation in Wales. Sian has brought 
drive, discipline and flair to the century-old organisation, 
raising its standards and profile, broadening its horizons and 
forging ambitious partnerships around the globe from Sydney 
Kenya and Alabama which gives a flavour of the scale of her 
international intentions. 

Theatre Production on Alice Paul 

presented byTaylor Williams 
The year 2020 celebrates the100th anniversary of national 
suffrage for women: the 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution granting the right to vote was declared ratified 
by Congress on August 26, 1920, and American women cast 
their first ballots in November, 1920. The catalyst, indeed 
the very reason the suffrage amendment passed at all, was 
due to the untiring work of a woman of Welsh heritage: an 
amazing woman named Alice Paul. Alice Paul had 
Philadelphia area roots, and was raised in nearby 
Moorestown, N.J. Alice Paul's home, Paulsdale, is a 
designated National Historic Landmark and now houses the 
Alice Paul Institute.  (https://www.alicepaul.org/).   

Taylor 
Williams as 

Alice Paul 
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Edward Morus Jones , Recipient of 

North America Wales Foundation  

2020 Heritage Medallion 
By Edward Morus Jones 

Edward was born and raised in 
Llanuwchllyn in the former county of 
Meirionnydd. Although his family had 
farmed in that picturesque area around the 
shores of Llyn Tegid for centuries, Edward 
set his mind on becoming a teacher.  

He left the local Syr O.M. Edwards primary 
school and gained his scholarship to the 
Bala Boys Grammar School. Seven years 
later, he was accepted at the Normal 

Teachers Training College in Bangor where he spent three 
extremely happy years. 

For his first primary school teaching experience, Edward 
chose the South Wales coal mining valley of Aberda r, which is 
situated between the Rhondda and Ta f Valleys. The 
infamously sad village of Aberfan is only minutes away. The 
tragedy of the coal waste tip collapsing on the Pant Glas 
school happened only weeks after Edward arrived in nearby 
Abercynon.  

After three years in Ynysboeth, Abercynon, he was lured to 
teach at what was then the only Welsh school in Cardiff 
Bryntaf.  However, in 1973, he and his family returned to his 
native Meirionnydd and he became head teacher at 
Rhydymain near Dolgellau. 

In 1978, his next headship post drew him, his wife Gwyneth, 
and their two young children, Awen and Rhun, to Ynys Mo n, 
where he still lives today.  (Gwyneth, his wife of 44 years, 
sadly passed away in 2012.)   

Edward served Llandegfan, the school and the area, for over 
20 years, before retiring to teach part-time at his old college – 
now Bangor University. There, as a lecturer and tutor, he was 
able initially to share his own discipline as a mathematician 
and then later his lifelong interest in teaching the Welsh 
language to others with the young “teachers to be.” 

Unable to retire completely, he then spent the next ten years 
on the staff of Coleg Cambria, teaching Welsh to North Wales 
police officers – an arresting part (sorry) of his later life.  

However, throughout his whole life, he has also taken up and 
played his part in wearing many hats in the life of Wales. He 
has for years taken part on radio and TV. With his singing 
colleague and friend, Dafydd Iwan, he sang his way into 
homes all over Wales and far beyond. Their many recordings 
of folk and contemporary music from the 60s and 70s were, 
and are still, sought after.  (We must in passing note their 
dozens of songs recorded by them on the Cwm Rhyd y 
Rhosyn series for children. These have since become legends 
and they are still going.) 

 

In his twenties, Edward was elected vice president of Urdd 
Gobaith Cymru, the youth movement, and he then served at 
all levels for the next 45 years.  

Both Edward and Gwyneth, in turn, became presidents of the 
National Association of Teachers of Wales, and deacons at 
their church in Ynys Mo n. From its very early days, he was a 
trustee of the Nant Gwrtheyrn Heritage Centre project, and 
later became its chair. 

For the last 50 years, he has played a prominent role in the 
life of Undeb Cymru a’r Byd or Wales International, serving 
three long periods as chair. He is now its honorary life vice 
president – and once again it’s vice chairman. 

In 1983-84, he was part of the team establishing the vision of 
Ann Habermehl in creating her new “Welsh Heritage Week.” 
Gwyneth and the two children worked alongside him on 
language teaching and the folk and hymn-singing side of that 
course held in Keuka, Pennsylvania. The family returned to 
America in 1988 to teach at the Clinton, New York, Heritage 
Week. Since then he has played his part in several more 
weeks both in the U.S. and Canada. 

In Wales, he has played his roles in chapel life, as deacon, 
cymanfa conductor, and lay preacher; and in eisteddfodau at 
all levels, competing, presenting, or adjudicating from the 
locals up to the Anglesey eisteddfod and the national 
eisteddfod.  

For the first time ever, they were told at the 2003 eisteddfod 
in Montgomeryshire, both husband and wife together were 
admitted into the highest White Druid Order of the Gorsedd 
of Bards for their long service to the educational and cultural 
life of Wales, a great honor indeed. Edward today serves on 
the board of the North America Festival of Wales. 

To conclude, for the time being Edward has two children, 
Awen Iorwerth, an orthopedic consultant in South Wales who 
is married to Marcus Hopkin, and Rhun ap Iorwerth, who, 
since 2013, has been the Welsh Assembly Member for Ynys 
Mo n. Rhun’s wife Llinos hails from the island. And Edward 
has four grandchildren to spoil! 

Here in America, in 2016, Edward married Mary Roberts 
Glassman of Royersford, Pennsylvania. They spend part of 
the year in Wales and the other in RoFo. Mary, with Welsh 
roots going back to her Quaker ancestors who immigrated 
here in 1698, is a loyal member, indeed vice president, of the 
very old Philadelphia Welsh Society. She played a significant 
part in ensuring that NAFOW 2020 came to the city of 
William Penn – Philadelphia. 

NAFOW 2020 Registration Special! 
 

Register before March 31, 2020 
and receive a FREE WNAA hymnal. 

Pick up your hymnal at the 
registration table at NAFOW. 
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Historic Church Hosts Concert 
and Gymanfa Ganu 
The Church of the Holy 
Trinity in Philadelphia is 
the host location for both 
the Saturday night 
concert and both 
sessions of the Gymanfa 
Ganu on Sunday. 

This beautiful venue is a 
short five block walk 
from the host hotel. 

The historic 
structure has been 
on Rittenhouse 
Square since 1859; 
its congregation 
was founded in 
1855.  

Visit its website, 
https://htrit.org/, 
click on the Visitors 
and Guests menu and choose History to learn more. 

Church of the Holy Trinity Sanctuary and Chancel 

Owain Arwel Davies B.Mus M.C.G.I PGCE  

Conductor, Côr y Penrhyn 
Owain Arwel Davies graduated with 
honours from the School of Music at 
Bangor University in 1999, and was Head 
of Music at Ysgol Tryfan, Bangor from 
2005. In 2017 he was appointed Head of 
Inclusive Education for Gwynedd and 
Anglesey Education Authority.  

Owain has performed and recorded with some of Wales’ 
leading rock and pop bands, including Band Pres Llareggub, 
Anweledig, and Steve Eaves.  He was recently invited to 
write and arrange the choral parts for Damon Albarn’s 
(Formerly of Blur) new album with The Good the Bad and 
the Queen.   

He has also performed and conducted various ensembles in 
many prestigious concert halls across the country, including 
The Albert Hall, Birmingham Symphony Hall, The Donald 
Gordon Theatre, and St. David’s Hall in Cardiff.  

He has gained acclaim for his musical productions in music 
theater, recordings, and television productions.  In 2013 
and 2016, he was the musical director for the Welsh 
television (S4C) Christmas concert “Carolau Llandudno,” 
arranging and conducting the music and the thousand 
voices that also included artists such as Wynne Evans, Peter 
Karrie, Russell Watson, and Sioned Gwen.  He was 
commissioned to work on a production that was performed 
and directed by himself in the Bryn Terfel Theatre, as part 
of Bangor University's new Arts and Innovation Centre 
which opened in 2015.   

As a music teacher, Owain Arwel is well known in Wales for 
his qualities in nurturing and guiding talented young 
students who have gone on to be professional musicians.  
He is highly regarded as an adjudicator, most recently 
serving at the National Urdd Eisteddfod that was held in 
The Millennium Centre in Cardiff 2019. 

In 2019, Owain Arwel celebrated 15 years as musical 
director of Co r y Penrhyn.  

Caleb Rhys Jones 

Assistant Conductor 

Côr y Penrhyn 
Caleb was brought up in Gerlan, a small 
village above Bethesda. He attended 
primary school in Bethesda, before 
receiving his secondary education at 
Ysgol Tryfan, Bangor. 

Caleb subsequently followed a Music Degree at Bangor 
University, gaining a First Class Honours and two 
prestigious awards for his final vocal recital and thesis. His 
academic research has included the origin of choral singing 
in the Ogwen Valley, and a study of the Penrhyn Ladies 
Choir which was established to raise funds for the 
community of Bethesda during the Great Strike of 1900-03. 

During 2018-19 Caleb worked as a peripatetic music 
teacher across the schools of North West Wales. He's 
currently extending his vocal studies on the Masters 
programme at the Royal Northern College of Music, 
Manchester. 

Caleb has been a member of Co r y Penrhyn's baritone 
section since he joined the choir in 2013, aged 16. He 
thoroughly enjoys every aspect of the choir’s busy schedule. 

Frances Davies, Accompanist, Côr y 
Penrhyn 
Brought up in Dihewyd, Cardiganshire, Fran teaches at local 
primary schools in the area and teaches piano. She won the 
solo piano recital competitions both at the National 

Eisteddfod in Machynlleth and the Urdd 
national at Pwllheli.  Fran is a life 
member, Music Ovate, of the Eisteddfod 
Gorsedd, with the bardic name Frances 
Dalis.  In 2007 she received a scholarship 
from E.S.R.C to study the use of language 
in Caernarfon. She gained a PhD in 
Applied Linguistics in 2013. 
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Hogia’r Bonc to Entertain at 
Opening Concert 
Hogia’r Bonc was formed in 1999 when 10 members of Co r 
y Penrhyn came together as a group to entertain at a 
function that was too small for the whole choir. 20 years on, 
and they are still entertaining audiences in local pubs and 
society meetings. 

The name “Hogia’r Bonc” is a reference to the “galleries” 
which are formed as steps in the Penrhyn Quarry. These are 
called “Bonc or Boncan” in Welsh. The translation of “Hogia” 
is “Boys”. 

There are 10 singers with accompaniment by Acoustic and 
Bass guitars. They sing a varied repertoire, but nothing too 
serious, consisting of folk tunes, hymns and “pop” songs 
from the 70s and 80s, by artists such as Dafydd Iwan, Meic 
Stevens, Bryn Fo n etc. 

They have released three CD’s, the latest in 2018 entitled 
“Pesda Bach Ni”. 

Their main aim is to entertain the audience and themselves 
during their performance, involving the audience as much 
as possible. Do not be surprised if they ask you to take part 
during their final songs which includes “Hen Feic 
Peniffardding fy Nhaid”. 

Hogia’r Bonc celebrates its 20th year performing 

Huw Chiswell Entertains at 
Opening Concert 
Huw Chiswell, Welsh musician, and actor 
from Swansea Valley opens the festival. As 
well as being a skilled composer of music, 
composer of words, he is a talented 
instrumentalist and a powerful singer. His ability to choose 
that word and melody strikes a chord in the heart. His songs 
are both contemporary and poetic drawing from personal 
experience. 

He came into prominence in 1986 with his debut album 
‘Rhywbeth o’i le’.  He has performed both as a single voice 
with piano and accompanied by a powerful band with a 
prominent brass section. His piano playing, always a central 
feature, is at times lyrical and at times brilliantly aggressive. 

In 2003 Huw Chiswell returned with ‘Dere Nawr’ with his 
fourth solo album following in the footsteps of ‘Rhywbeth 
o’i le’, ‘Rhywun yn gadael’ and ‘Cameo Man’. 

Affiliated Welsh Organizations 
The WNAA is in the process of updating its list of affiliated 
Welsh organizations and their websites, email addresses and 
other contact information. 

Is y our AWO information up to date? Is your organization 
listed? Find the list of AWOs on thewnaa.org website and 
send your updates to awo@theWNAA.org. 

Space permitting, future issues of HWYL will feature an AWO 
or two. 

Organist David Enlow to Accompany 
Gymanfa Ganu 
David Enlow is a “commanding” organist (The New Yorker), 
teacher, and conductor based in New York, who is active in 
North America and Europe. Credited with “immense 
virtuosity” (Stuttgarter Zeitung) and “performances full of 
color, passion, invention, and power” (The American Record 
Guide), David works in concert music and church music. 

David has taught church music, service playing, 
improvisation, and organ repertoire master classes for 
local, regional, and national events of the American Guild of 
Organists (AGO), the Royal Canadian College of Organists, 
and at the Juilliard School, from which he received two 
degrees. David also received the Fellowship diploma, with 
both prizes for highest marks, from the AGO, which resulted 
in his joining the committee on professional certification, 
which sets the standards for the national organist 
examinations and grades them. David then served two 
terms as Dean of the New York City Chapter AGO.  

David serves as Assistant Conductor and re pe titeur to the 
Clarion Choir and has appeared in most all of New York’s 
major concert halls as an accompanist at the piano with 
choruses, solo singers, and in performances of chamber 
music. In early music, David is also organist of the Clarion 
Music Society, and appears with various groups at the 
organ, harpsichord, and fortepiano.  

David has been one of the North American Festival of Wales 
accompanists since 2012, playing previously in Scranton, 
Columbus, Rochester and Alexandria  
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Plans for the NAFOW 2020 Eisteddfod 
Following another successful and innovative eisteddfod at the NAFOW 
2019 in Milwaukee, the Eisteddfod Committee for the Welsh North 
American Association is making plans for a new and exciting eisteddfod 
in Philadelphia for NAFOW 2020. 

The two premier competitions in the Eisteddfod, the Welsh North 
American Prize for semi-professional solo voice, and the Daniel 
Protheroe Award for hymn writing, will continue with the same format 
and rules.  The hymn writing competition was a new feature of last 

year’s event, and it was a resounding 
success judging by the number of 
entrants and the quality of the entries. 

Another addition in last year’s Eisteddfod, the Visual Arts Competition, was a popular 
category and featured voting by the festival participants.  We attracted a half dozen high-
quality entries that included stained glass, needlework, lovespoon, photographic, and pencil 
and paint media.  We will continue this competition, this time focusing on the theme, 
“Hiraeth.” 

Recognizing that our resources for organizing, promoting, and adjudicating a growing 
number of eisteddfod categories are limited, we keep an eye on the levels of participation.  
We plan to drop the Instrumental Solo category for lack of enough competitors last year.  
For the Adult Solo Voice, the participation in 2019 was minimal, but some of the usual 
competitors were engaged with Co r Cymry Gogledd America, the North American Welsh 
Choir.  For that reason, and the fact that we have had good participation in the last several 
years, we plan to continue the Adult Solo Voice competition. 

Information on the choice of recitation pieces, prize levels, adjudicators, and other details 
will be forthcoming in the next few months.  Keep an eye out for the news in HWYL and 
NINNAU and the WNAA website, and urge your talented friends to compete (if not 
yourselves!). 

Iam Samways presents Kim Lloyd 
Jones as the 2019 winner of the 
Daniel Protheroe Hymn Competition 

2019 Eisteddfod participants pose for a photo 

Additional Festival Highlights 
• Workshop with Dan Langford, Founder of Wales Week 

Worldwide, developing communications to develop 
engagement with your Welsh Society. Look at ways to 
help with retaining and attracting members, attract 
wider interest, organize events etc.

• Welsh Language I and II with our festival favorite Welsh 
teacher, Hefina Phillips

• Ysgol Gan - come and practice hymns so you’re ready for 
Sunday's 89th National Gymanfa Ganu

• Coffee talk: Investments and Legacies with David Allen

• Throwback Thursday with Cinema from Wales. Enjoy a 
screening of a past Cinema Wales favorite along with 
some tasty snacks (registration required).

• Penderyn Masterclass. If you missed out last year or are 
ready to try more, join us to taste some of Wales' finest 
whisky (registration required).

• Late night singing, Marketplace, Tearoom and more

Top right: Late-night pub singing 
Left: Welsh language teacher Hefina Phillips 
Below right: Penderyn Whisky table at 2019 North American Festival of Wales 


